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Introduction to Chicago Style for Dissertations
Chicago style for dissertations is a critical component for scholars aiming
for clarity, consistency, and academic rigor in their research. Adhering to
this citation style ensures that your work is presented professionally and
meets the exacting standards of academic institutions. This comprehensive
guide will navigate you through the intricacies of Chicago style, covering
everything from in-text citations and footnotes to bibliography formatting
and specific element guidelines. We will explore the fundamental principles
of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), its two main systems (Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date), and how to apply them effectively to your
dissertation. Understanding these nuances is key to producing a polished and
credible scholarly document.

This article will serve as your definitive resource for mastering Chicago
style for dissertations. We will break down the essential elements, provide
practical examples, and offer tips to avoid common pitfalls. Whether you are
new to academic writing or seeking a refresher, this guide will equip you
with the knowledge to confidently format your citations and references.

We will delve into the specific requirements for different types of sources,
ensuring you can accurately cite books, journal articles, websites, and more.
The importance of consistency throughout your dissertation cannot be
overstated, and we will emphasize strategies for maintaining uniformity in
your Chicago style application.

Key areas covered will include the distinction between the Notes-Bibliography
and Author-Date systems, the proper construction of footnotes and endnotes,
and the detailed requirements for crafting a bibliography. Understanding
these foundational elements is crucial for any dissertation author.

By the end of this guide, you will possess a solid understanding of Chicago
style for dissertations, enabling you to focus on the content of your
research with confidence in your formatting.

Let's begin by outlining the core components we will cover in this in-depth
exploration of Chicago style.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS)
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide that provides recommendations for writing, citing, and formatting
academic works, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. Its
origins trace back to the University of Chicago Press, and it is renowned for
its thoroughness and flexibility. The manual offers guidelines on a vast
array of editorial and typographic practices, making it an indispensable tool
for academic authors. For dissertations, adhering to CMOS ensures that your
work is not only methodologically sound but also presented in a clear,
consistent, and scholarly manner.

CMOS is particularly favored for dissertations due to its robust support for
detailed citation practices, essential for academic integrity and
reproducibility of research. It allows for a high degree of customization
while maintaining a strong framework for bibliographic information.
Understanding the underlying principles of CMOS will empower you to make
informed decisions when formatting your dissertation.

The guide is divided into two primary citation systems, each serving
different scholarly traditions and preferences. The choice between these
systems is a crucial first step in applying Chicago style to your
dissertation.



Choosing Between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date Systems
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for referencing
sources: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The choice
between these two will significantly impact how you cite your sources within
the text and in your final reference list. Understanding the strengths and
typical applications of each is essential for selecting the best fit for your
dissertation and your field of study.

The Notes-Bibliography System
The Notes-Bibliography system is the more traditional and widely used system
within the humanities, including literature, history, and art history. In
this system, citations are typically handled through footnotes or endnotes,
which appear at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the
document (endnotes). These notes provide the full bibliographic information
for a source the first time it is cited, and then a shortened form for
subsequent citations of the same source. A comprehensive bibliography,
listing all sources consulted and cited, is included at the end of the
dissertation.

This system is often favored for its ability to incorporate explanatory or
tangential material directly into the notes without disrupting the flow of
the main text. It allows for extensive commentary and detailed referencing
within the narrative itself.

The Author-Date System
The Author-Date system is more common in the social sciences and natural
sciences, such as sociology, political science, and economics. In this
system, brief parenthetical citations are embedded directly within the text,
including the author's last name and the year of publication (e.g., (Smith
2023)). A corresponding reference list, which is essentially an alphabetized
list of all sources cited in the text, appears at the end of the
dissertation. This system prioritizes conciseness and immediate access to
publication information for the reader.

While both systems are valid within CMOS, it is imperative to consult your
dissertation advisor and department guidelines to determine which system is
expected or preferred for your specific academic discipline and institution.
Consistency in your chosen system throughout the entire dissertation is
paramount.



In-Text Citations in Chicago Style
Regardless of whether you choose the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date
system, understanding how to implement in-text citations accurately is
fundamental. These brief indicators direct your reader to the full
bibliographic information of the sources you have used, ensuring proper
attribution and allowing for verification of your research.

In-Text Citations for the Notes-Bibliography System
In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are indicated by
superscript numbers. Each number corresponds to a note (footnote or endnote)
that contains the citation details. The first time a source is cited, the
note includes all the necessary bibliographic information. Subsequent
citations of the same source use a shortened form, typically the author's
last name, a shortened title, and the page number. If the source is cited
immediately after the previous citation of the same source, the word "Ibid."
(an abbreviation for the Latin ibidem, meaning "in the same place") can be
used, followed by the page number if it differs.

For example, a first note might read: "1. John Smith, The History of Chicago
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45." A subsequent note for the
same source would be: "2. Smith, History of Chicago, 78." If the next
citation is for the very same source and page, it would be: "3. Ibid."

In-Text Citations for the Author-Date System
The Author-Date system relies on parenthetical citations within the main body
of your text. These citations typically include the author's last name, the
year of publication, and the page number(s) if a specific passage is being
quoted or paraphrased. For instance, a direct quote might appear as: "The
architectural marvels of the city are undeniable (Smith 2023, 102)." A
paraphrase might look like: "Scholars have long debated the origins of the
city's unique urban planning (Jones 2022)."

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, it can be omitted from the
parenthetical citation: "As Smith (2023) argues, the economic factors played
a significant role in its development." If there are multiple works by the
same author in the same year, you would differentiate them with lowercase
letters (e.g., Smith 2023a, Smith 2023b).

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Notes-Bibliography
System
For dissertations utilizing the Notes-Bibliography system, footnotes and



endnotes serve as the primary mechanism for referencing sources. These notes
are not merely a formality but a crucial element that supports your argument
and provides detailed context for your citations, thereby enhancing the
credibility of your research.

Crafting Effective Footnotes
Footnotes appear at the bottom of each page of your dissertation. They are
numbered sequentially throughout the document, with each superscript number
in the text corresponding to a specific note. The first time a source is
referenced in a footnote, you provide complete bibliographic details, similar
to an entry in a bibliography. This typically includes the author's full
name, the title of the work (italicized), publication information (city,
publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being cited.

Subsequent citations of the same source in footnotes employ a shortened
format. This usually consists of the author's last name, a shortened version
of the title (if it's a book or article), and the page number. This brevity
helps to avoid redundancy while still clearly identifying the source.

Utilizing Endnotes for Citations
Endnotes are collected at the end of your dissertation, typically after the
main text and before the bibliography. Like footnotes, they are numbered
sequentially and correspond to the superscript numbers in the text. The
formatting for initial and subsequent citations within endnotes is identical
to that used in footnotes.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often a matter of personal
preference or institutional requirement. Endnotes can sometimes be preferred
for dissertations as they avoid visually breaking up the text with footnotes
at the bottom of each page, allowing for a cleaner reading experience of the
main narrative. However, footnotes offer immediate reference for the reader
without them having to turn to the end of a chapter or the document.

Essential Elements of a Note Citation
Regardless of whether you opt for footnotes or endnotes, the essential
components of a Chicago-style note include:

Author's full name (first name first)

Title of the work (italicized for books, articles, etc.)

Publication details (place of publication, publisher, year)



Specific page number(s)

Pay close attention to punctuation and capitalization as prescribed by the
CMOS for each element.

The Bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography
System
The bibliography is a cornerstone of the Notes-Bibliography system in Chicago
style for dissertations. It serves as a comprehensive and alphabetized list
of all the sources that have been cited within your work. This section
provides the complete bibliographic information for each source, allowing
readers to easily locate and consult the original materials you have
referenced.

Formatting Bibliography Entries
Each entry in your bibliography begins with the author's last name, followed
by their first name. This is a key distinction from the order used in notes.
The title of the work is then presented, typically italicized for books and
articles. Following the title, you include the publication information, which
generally includes the city of publication, publisher, and the year of
publication. For journal articles, you would include the journal title,
volume, issue number, and page range.

The specific formatting of bibliography entries can vary slightly depending
on the type of source. For instance, a book entry might look like: Smith,
John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

A journal article entry would resemble: Doe, Jane. "Urban Development in the
Midwest." Journal of Sociological Studies 15, no. 2 (2021): 112-130.

Alphabetical Arrangement and Hanging Indents
All entries in the bibliography must be arranged in alphabetical order by the
author's last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the
first significant word of the title. Furthermore, Chicago style mandates the
use of a hanging indent for each bibliography entry. This means that the
first line of each entry is flush with the left margin, while all subsequent
lines are indented. This formatting convention enhances readability by
clearly delineating individual entries.



"Works Cited" vs. "Bibliography"
While often used interchangeably, there can be a subtle distinction. A "Works
Cited" page typically lists only the sources that were directly cited in the
text. A "Bibliography," on the other hand, may include sources that were
consulted but not directly cited, often in a separate section or as part of a
more extensive bibliography. For dissertations, it is generally advisable to
include all sources that you have referenced in your notes, and your advisor
can clarify if a broader bibliography is expected.

Author-Date Citations and the Reference List
For dissertations employing the Author-Date system, the in-text parenthetical
citations are directly supported by a comprehensive Reference List at the end
of the document. This list serves the same purpose as a bibliography in the
Notes-Bibliography system: it provides complete bibliographic details for all
sources cited, allowing readers to easily locate them.

Constructing the Reference List
The Reference List is an alphabetized compilation of all the sources
mentioned in your in-text citations. Each entry begins with the author's last
name, followed by their first name. The year of publication is a prominent
element and immediately follows the author's name, enclosed in parentheses
(e.g., Smith, John. 2023.). The title of the work then follows, formatted
similarly to how it would appear in a Notes-Bibliography system entry
(italicized for books and articles). Publication details, including publisher
and location for books, or journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers for
articles, are then provided.

A typical book entry in an Author-Date reference list would look like: Smith,
John. 2023. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

A journal article entry would be: Doe, Jane. 2021. "Urban Development in the
Midwest." Journal of Sociological Studies 15 (2): 112-130.

Alphabetical Order and Hanging Indents
As with the bibliography, the Reference List must be arranged in strict
alphabetical order by the author's last name. If multiple works by the same
author are cited, they are listed chronologically by year of publication. If
there are multiple works by the same author in the same year, they are
further distinguished by appending lowercase letters (a, b, c) to the year,
both in the in-text citation and in the reference list. A hanging indent is
also used for each entry in the Reference List, ensuring clarity and
readability.



Key Differences from the Bibliography
The primary difference between a Reference List and a Bibliography lies in
the placement of the publication year. In the Author-Date system's Reference
List, the year immediately follows the author's name. In the Notes-
Bibliography system's Bibliography, the year is placed towards the end of the
entry, after the publisher's name. This structural distinction is a defining
characteristic of each system.

Formatting Specific Source Types
Accurate citation of diverse source materials is a hallmark of a well-
researched dissertation. Chicago style provides detailed guidelines for a
wide range of source types, ensuring that each is presented with the
necessary bibliographic information for clarity and verifiability.

Citing Books
For books, both systems require the author's name, the full title
(italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication. For notes, the author's name appears first, followed by the
title, publication details, and then the specific page number. In the Author-
Date system's reference list, the author's name is followed by the year, then
the title, and finally the publication details.

Citing Journal Articles
When citing journal articles, you will need to include the author's name, the
article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the
volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page range of the
article. Specific page numbers are required for notes and parenthetical
citations. In the Reference List, the format is author, year, article title,
journal title, volume (issue), and page range.

Citing Websites and Online Resources
Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail. Include the
author (if available), the title of the webpage or document, the name of the
website, and the URL. Crucially, you should also include the date the page
was accessed, as online content can change. For articles or specific pages
within a larger website, include as much detail as possible to help the
reader locate the information, such as section titles.



Citing Dissertations and Theses
When citing other dissertations or theses, you will need to include the
author's name, the title of the work (italicized), the degree sought (e.g.,
Ph.D. dissertation, Master's thesis), the name of the university, and the
year of completion. You may also include a dissertation database or number if
it was accessed through such a service.

Other Source Types
Chicago style also provides guidance for citing various other materials,
including book chapters, conference proceedings, government documents,
interviews, and multimedia sources. The key is to identify the core
components of each source—author, title, publication information, and
location—and present them consistently according to CMOS guidelines.

Common Formatting Challenges in Chicago Style
Navigating Chicago style for dissertations can present a few recurring
challenges for scholars. Understanding these common pitfalls in advance can
help you avoid errors and ensure a polished final document. Consistency,
accuracy, and attention to detail are key to overcoming these hurdles.

Handling Multiple Authors
When a source has more than one author, the formatting in both notes and the
bibliography/reference list requires specific rules. For two authors, both
names are typically included. For three or more authors, the convention in
the Notes-Bibliography system is to list the first author followed by "et
al." (an abbreviation for et alia, meaning "and others") in subsequent notes,
though the full list might appear in the bibliography. The Author-Date system
also typically uses "et al." for three or more authors in parenthetical
citations.

Citing Sources Without Dates
Occasionally, you may encounter sources that lack a publication date. In such
cases, the CMOS recommends using "n.d." (for "no date") in place of the year.
This should be clearly indicated in both your notes and your bibliography or
reference list.

Managing Long Titles and Complex Works
Long titles can sometimes be cumbersome. Chicago style generally requires the



full title to be included. However, if a title is particularly lengthy or
complex, consult the manual for guidance on abbreviations or ellipses, though
this is rare for primary citations. For complex works, such as edited volumes
with numerous contributors, meticulous attention to how each contributor and
editor is credited is essential.

Ensuring Correct Punctuation and Capitalization
The precise use of commas, periods, colons, and capitalization is crucial in
Chicago style. A misplaced comma or incorrect capitalization can alter the
meaning or make a citation appear unprofessional. Familiarize yourself with
the standard punctuation for each element of a citation and apply it
uniformly.

Consistency and Accuracy in Chicago Style for
Dissertations
The bedrock of effective citation management in any dissertation is
unwavering consistency and meticulous accuracy. These two principles are not
merely stylistic preferences; they are fundamental to the integrity and
credibility of your academic work. Inconsistencies in your Chicago style
application can undermine the professionalism of your dissertation and
potentially distract readers from your research.

The Importance of Uniformity
Whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, every
element of your citations must be formatted uniformly throughout the entire
document. This includes the way you present author names, titles, publication
information, and punctuation. If you choose to abbreviate certain terms or
use specific formatting for a particular source type, apply that same rule to
all similar sources. A consistent approach makes your dissertation easier for
your readers, your committee, and future scholars to navigate and understand.

Proofreading for Citation Errors
Thorough proofreading is an indispensable step in the dissertation writing
process. Beyond checking for grammatical errors and typos, dedicate specific
time to meticulously review all your citations. Cross-reference your in-text
citations with your bibliography or reference list to ensure they match
perfectly. Verify that all necessary information is present for each source
and that it adheres to Chicago style guidelines. Tools like citation
management software can assist, but manual review remains essential.



Adhering to Institutional Guidelines
While the Chicago Manual of Style provides comprehensive guidelines, your
academic institution or department may have specific requirements or
preferences. It is vital to consult your university's dissertation formatting
manual or speak directly with your advisor and committee members to
understand any supplementary rules. These institutional guidelines should
always take precedence over general CMOS rules if there is a conflict. Your
dissertation is a formal academic document, and compliance with all mandated
formatting is expected.

Leveraging Resources for Chicago Style Mastery
Mastering Chicago style for dissertations is an achievable goal, especially
when you utilize the wealth of available resources. These tools can demystify
the style guide and provide practical support throughout your writing and
formatting journey. Knowing where to find reliable information will save you
time and prevent common errors.

The Chicago Manual of Style Online
The most authoritative resource is, of course, the official Chicago Manual of
Style. Accessing the CMOS online offers the advantage of being able to search
for specific rules and examples quickly. Many universities provide access to
the CMOS Online through their library subscriptions, making it readily
available to students. It is updated regularly to reflect current publishing
practices and technological changes.

University Writing Centers and Librarians
University writing centers and librarians are invaluable resources for
dissertation authors. Writing tutors can offer guidance on citation
formatting and overall clarity, while librarians can help you locate specific
information within the CMOS or other relevant style guides. They are
accustomed to assisting students with dissertation formatting and can provide
personalized advice.

Citation Management Software
Tools such as Zotero, Mendeley, and EndNote can significantly streamline the
process of managing citations and generating bibliographies or reference
lists. While these programs are powerful aids, it is crucial to remember that
they are tools, not replacements for understanding the underlying principles
of Chicago style. You must still learn the rules to correctly set up and
verify the output from these applications.



By actively engaging with these resources and applying the principles
discussed in this guide, you can confidently approach the formatting of your
dissertation in Chicago style, ensuring a polished and academically sound
final product.

FAQ: Chicago Style for Dissertations

Q: What are the two main citation systems in Chicago
style for dissertations?
A: The two main citation systems in Chicago style are the Notes-Bibliography
system, which uses footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography, and the Author-
Date system, which uses in-text parenthetical citations and a reference list.

Q: Which citation system is generally preferred for
dissertations in the humanities?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred for dissertations in
the humanities, such as literature, history, and art history, due to its
ability to incorporate extensive commentary.

Q: When should I use "Ibid." in Chicago style
footnotes or endnotes?
A: You should use "Ibid." when citing the immediately preceding source, and
if it's on a different page, you would add the new page number after "Ibid."
(e.g., Ibid., 15).

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry in Chicago
style if there is no author?
A: If there is no author, the entry is alphabetized by the first significant
word of the title, and the title itself begins the entry.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and
a reference list in Chicago style?
A: A bibliography typically lists all sources consulted, while a reference
list (used with the Author-Date system) lists only the sources cited in the
text. A key formatting difference is that the publication year appears
immediately after the author's name in a reference list, but later in the
entry for a bibliography.



Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style for my
dissertation?
A: For websites, include the author (if known), the title of the specific
page or document, the name of the website, the URL, and the date you accessed
the page.

Q: Is it acceptable to use online citation
generators for my dissertation in Chicago style?
A: While online citation generators can be helpful starting points, they
should not be relied upon exclusively. It is crucial to verify the accuracy
and adherence to Chicago style guidelines with each generated citation, as
they can sometimes produce errors.

Q: What does "et al." mean in Chicago style
citations?
A: "Et al." is an abbreviation for the Latin phrase "et alia," meaning "and
others." It is used in citations when a source has three or more authors, to
avoid listing all authors' names.
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