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Navigating Chicago Style for Church History Citation: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style for church history citation requires meticulous attention to
detail, ensuring academic rigor and clarity in presenting historical research
on religious institutions. This comprehensive guide will demystify the
complexities of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) as applied to church
history, covering its fundamental principles, common source types, and best
practices. Whether you are citing primary sources like ancient manuscripts or
secondary sources such as scholarly monographs, understanding these
guidelines is crucial for any historian dedicated to accurately documenting
their research. We will delve into the intricacies of footnotes, endnotes,
and bibliographies, equipping you with the knowledge to correctly format
citations for a wide array of church history materials.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Church History

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic
writing, and its application to church history demands a nuanced
understanding of its flexibility and specific requirements. CMOS offers two
primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system, widely favored in
the humanities including history, and the author-date system, more common in
the sciences and social sciences. For church history, the notes-bibliography
system, utilizing footnotes or endnotes, is generally preferred due to its
capacity to accommodate extensive textual notes and detailed source
descriptions essential for historical scholarship.

When engaging with church history, researchers will encounter a diverse range
of source materials, from the foundational scriptures and patristic writings
to denominational records, personal correspondences, and modern scholarly
analyses. Each of these requires precise citation to allow readers to verify



the information and locate the original sources. The Chicago Manual of
Style's emphasis on clarity and completeness makes it an ideal choice for
navigating this complex landscape of historical evidence. Properly applying
CMOS ensures that your work contributes to the ongoing scholarly conversation
with integrity and academic credibility.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Citation

At its heart, the Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes providing readers with
sufficient information to locate and verify cited material. This principle is
paramount in church history, where the provenance of information can be
crucial for interpreting historical events and theological developments. The
system is designed to be both flexible and thorough, allowing for adaptations
based on the nature of the source material and the specific demands of the
discipline.

Key principles include accuracy, completeness, and consistency. Every
citation must accurately reflect the source it represents, providing all
necessary bibliographic details. Consistency means applying the chosen
citation style uniformly throughout the entire work, whether it's a
monograph, an article, or a dissertation. This uniformity reduces reader
confusion and enhances the professional presentation of your research.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The notes-bibliography system, the cornerstone for most historical writing,
consists of two interconnected parts: notes (footnotes or endnotes) and a
bibliography. Notes are typically placed at the bottom of the page
(footnotes) or at the end of the text (endnotes) and are numbered
consecutively. They serve to cite sources for direct quotations, paraphrased
ideas, specific facts, and interpretations. The bibliography, appearing at
the end of the work, provides a comprehensive alphabetical list of all
sources consulted, not just those cited in the notes.

This dual approach allows for both immediate source identification within the
text and a broader overview of the research foundation. For church history,
this is invaluable for distinguishing between the author's direct engagement
with a particular document and a general engagement with a scholarly
tradition.

Author-Date System (Less Common for Church History)

While less prevalent in traditional church history scholarship, the author-



date system is an alternative offered by CMOS. In this system, citations
within the text appear in parentheses, typically as author's last name and
year of publication (e.g., (Smith 2020)). A corresponding reference list,
often titled "References" or "Works Cited," is provided at the end of the
document, containing full bibliographic information for each in-text
citation. This system is more streamlined for in-text referencing but may
offer less space for explanatory notes or detailed source discussions that
are often beneficial in historical inquiry.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Church History
Research

Footnotes and endnotes are the workhorses of citation in church history when
using the notes-bibliography system. They provide a mechanism for attributing
specific information to its source directly within the narrative flow of the
research, without disrupting the reader's experience with lengthy
parenthetical citations.

For church history, the ability to provide supplementary commentary or
context within a note is particularly useful. This might include explaining
the historical circumstances of a document's creation, offering a brief
biographical sketch of a key figure, or clarifying a theological nuance that
would be too distracting to include in the main text. The first citation of a
source in a note is typically in a "full note" format, providing all
necessary bibliographic details. Subsequent citations to the same source can
be shortened to a "short note" format, usually including the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the page number.

Formatting Your First Note

The initial note for a source should provide complete bibliographic
information, enabling readers to identify the source easily. The exact format
will vary depending on the type of source, but generally, it includes the
author's name, the title of the work, publication details (place, publisher,
year), and the specific page number(s) referenced. For example, a book
citation in a footnote might look like this: John F. MacCulloch, The
Reformation: A History (New York: Penguin Books, 2003), 45.

Subsequent Notes and Shortened Citations

Once a source has been fully cited in a preceding note, subsequent references
to the same work can be condensed. A common format for a short note is the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the relevant page



number. For instance: MacCulloch, Reformation, 112. If the author has only
one work cited in the bibliography, the title may be omitted entirely,
leaving only the author's last name and page number: MacCulloch, 205. This
practice significantly reduces redundancy while maintaining clear
attribution.

Using “Ibid.” Sparingly

The Latin term "ibid." (meaning "in the same place") can be used to refer to
the immediately preceding note. If the page number is also the same, simply
"Ibid." is used. However, CMOS strongly advises against overusing "ibid." as
it can sometimes lead to confusion, especially in longer works or when notes
are complex. It is generally recommended to use short notes for clarity,
particularly if there are multiple sources from the same author or in close
proximity.

Bibliographies for Church History Sources

The bibliography is a crucial component of any academic work, and for church
history, it serves as a roadmap to the breadth and depth of your research. It
presents a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all the sources you consulted,
regardless of whether they were directly cited in the notes. This allows
scholars to assess the scope of your research and to identify potential
sources for their own work.

The entries in the bibliography follow a standardized format that closely
mirrors the full note, but without the page numbers in the main entry (page
numbers for specific references are only in the notes). This consistent
structure ensures that readers can quickly find and identify the materials
you have engaged with. The bibliography is typically divided into sections
for clarity, such as "Primary Sources" and "Secondary Sources," which is
particularly helpful for church history research.

Structuring Your Bibliography

A well-structured bibliography enhances readability and organization. It is
customary to alphabetize entries by the author's last name. For church
history, dividing the bibliography into primary and secondary sources is
highly recommended. Primary sources might include ancient texts, theological
treatises, denominational records, personal diaries, or correspondence, while
secondary sources would encompass scholarly books, articles, and
dissertations that analyze or interpret historical events and religious
thought.



Within these categories, the ordering remains alphabetical. For example,
under "Primary Sources," you might list a manuscript by Augustine, followed
by minutes from a church council, and then a letter from a missionary. Under
"Secondary Sources," you would list books and articles by modern scholars in
alphabetical order by surname.

Formatting Bibliography Entries

The formatting of bibliography entries is generally consistent with the full
note format but without the specific page numbers for the entire work. For a
book: Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year of Publication.

For an article in a journal: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of
Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range of article.

For an article in a book: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article."
In Title of Book, edited by Editor's First Name Last Name, Page range of
article. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Citing Primary Sources in Church History

Primary sources are the raw materials of history, and their accurate citation
in church history is paramount for establishing the authenticity and
reliability of your research. These sources offer direct evidence of past
events, thoughts, and practices. Their unique nature often necessitates
slightly modified citation approaches compared to standard published books.

This category includes a vast array of materials, from ancient religious
texts and patristic writings to council decrees, monastic rules, personal
letters, sermons, and denominational archives. Each requires careful
identification and contextualization.

Ancient Texts and Scriptures

Citing foundational texts like the Bible or early Christian writings requires
specific conventions. For the Bible, scholars typically refer to the book,
chapter, and verse without needing a specific edition unless a particular
translation is crucial to the argument. For example: John 3:16. For other
ancient texts, such as the writings of the Church Fathers (e.g., Augustine,
Jerome), citations usually include the author's work, book, chapter, and
section or paragraph number, often referencing a critical edition or a widely
accepted collection.



Biblical Citation: Gospel of Matthew 5:13–16

Patristic Work: Augustine, Confessions, book 1, chap. 1, par. 1

Patristic Work (with standard numbering): Irenaeus, Against Heresies
4.20.2

Manuscripts and Archival Materials

When citing unpublished manuscripts or archival materials, it is essential to
provide sufficient detail for another researcher to locate the item. This
typically involves the name of the archive or library, the collection name,
the box or folder number, and the specific document or item number. For
example: Archivo Secreto Vaticano, Fondo Miscellanea, Serie I, Scatola 10,
Fascicolo 5, Documento 3.

If a manuscript has been published in a critical edition or as part of a
larger collection, it is good practice to cite both the original manuscript
location and the published version, especially if you are referencing a
specific page or folio number from the publication. This dual citation
provides both access and provenance.

Denominational Records and Official Documents

Citing official records of churches, denominations, or religious
organizations requires precision. This includes minutes of meetings,
synodical decisions, pastoral letters, or baptismal records. The citation
should clearly identify the body responsible, the type of document, the date
of the record, and the specific location within the archives or publication.

For instance: Minutes of the First Baptist Church of Chicago, October 15,
1920, Church Archives, Chicago. Or, Proceedings of the Council of Nicaea,
Canon 7, in Conciliorum Oecumenicorum Decreta, edited by Giuseppe Alberigo et
al., 3rd ed. (Bologna: Istituto per le Scienze Religiose, 1973), 27.

Citing Secondary Sources in Church History

Secondary sources are the scholarly interpretations and analyses of primary
historical materials. In church history, these can range from seminal works
on early Christianity to contemporary studies of global Pentecostalism.
Correctly citing these sources acknowledges the work of previous scholars and



grounds your own arguments within the existing historiography.

The principles for citing secondary sources align with the general CMOS
guidelines for books and journal articles, but specific attention should be
paid to the nuances of different types of publications.

Books by a Single Author

The most common type of secondary source is a scholarly monograph. The full
note and bibliography entry for a book by a single author follow a standard
pattern:

Note: First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), Page number(s).

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Example Note: Jaroslav Pelikan, The Christian Tradition: A History of the
Development of Doctrine, Vol. 1: The Emergence of the Christian Tradition
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1971), 88.

Example Bibliography Entry: Pelikan, Jaroslav. The Christian Tradition: A
History of the Development of Doctrine, Vol. 1: The Emergence of the
Christian Tradition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1971.

Articles in Journals and Edited Collections

Scholarly articles published in journals or as chapters in edited collections
are vital for contemporary church history research. Their citation requires
specific details about the publication venue and pagination.

For a journal article:

Note: First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): Page number(s).

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range of article.

For an article in an edited collection:

Note: First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," in Title of Book, ed.
Editor's First Name Last Name, Page number(s). Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." In Title of Book,
edited by Editor's First Name Last Name, Page range of article. Place of



Publication: Publisher, Year.

Dissertations and Theses

Unpublished dissertations and theses, while not published in the traditional
sense, represent significant scholarly contributions. They are cited in a
format similar to books but indicate their status as unpublished works.

Note: First Name Last Name, "Title of Dissertation" (PhD diss., University
Name, Year), Page number(s).

Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss.,
University Name, Year.

Special Considerations for Church History
Citations

The dynamic nature of church history research often presents unique citation
challenges. Beyond standard book and article formats, you may encounter
specialized materials or situations that require careful application of CMOS
principles. Being aware of these special considerations can prevent errors
and enhance the credibility of your work.

For instance, the lineage of theological ideas or the evolution of church
practices might necessitate cross-referencing multiple sources, or the
citation of translations of ancient texts can introduce further layers of
detail.

Translating and Citing Translated Works

When a primary or secondary source is in a foreign language and you are using
a translation, it is crucial to cite the translator and the translated
edition. The CMOS guidelines provide specific formats for this, ensuring that
readers are aware of the intermediary role of the translator and can consult
the original if necessary.

In a note, you would typically include the translator's name after the title,
and in the bibliography, the translator would be listed along with
publication details. If you are proficient in the original language and have
consulted it, it is good practice to cite both the original and the
translation, especially for critical passages.



Online Sources and Digital Archives

The increasing availability of digitized historical documents and online
scholarly resources presents new challenges and opportunities. When citing
online sources, CMOS emphasizes providing a stable URL (if available and
persistent) and the date of access, as online content can change. For digital
archives or databases, you should cite the specific item as you would in its
original format, but also include the name of the database or archive and the
URL.

For example: John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, trans. Henry
Beveridge (Edinburgh: Calvin Translation Society, 1845–1846), 1.2.1, accessed
October 26, 2023, https://www.ccel.org/ccel/calvin/institutes.html. For
archival materials available online: The National Archives, RG 159, Entry 24,
Box 3, Folder "Methodist Episcopal Church Claims, 1863," accessed October 26,
2023,
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/records/methodist-episco
pal-church-claims.

Theological and Philosophical Works

When citing theological treatises or philosophical works that underpin church
history, the specific referencing conventions within those disciplines might
also be relevant. For instance, citing editions with extensive commentary or
specific numbering systems (like those used for Aquinas's works) requires
attention to detail. CMOS allows for the incorporation of these specific
scholarly conventions when they are standard within a field.

It is always advisable to consult specialized style guides or the works of
leading scholars in the specific subfield of church history you are
researching for particular conventions that might be expected.

Maintaining Consistency in Your Citations

Consistency is not merely an aesthetic choice; it is a fundamental
requirement of scholarly integrity. In church history, where precision in
tracing intellectual lineages and historical developments is crucial, even
minor inconsistencies in citation can undermine the credibility of your
research. Applying the Chicago Manual of Style consistently ensures that your
work is clear, professional, and adheres to established academic standards.

This means making deliberate choices about which elements to include and how
to format them, and then sticking to those choices throughout the entire
document. The goal is to create a seamless reading experience for your



audience, allowing them to focus on the content of your arguments rather than
being distracted by variations in how sources are presented.

Adhering to CMOS Guidelines Diligently

The Chicago Manual of Style offers a comprehensive set of guidelines, but
applying them requires careful reading and understanding. Begin by
familiarizing yourself with the core principles and then consult the manual
for specific source types as they arise. Do not assume familiarity; always
refer back to the authoritative text when in doubt.

The key is to make informed decisions about your citation style and then
implement them without deviation. This includes consistent use of
punctuation, capitalization, italics, and abbreviations.

Proofreading for Citation Errors

Even the most diligent writer can overlook citation errors. A thorough
proofreading process specifically dedicated to checking your citations is
indispensable. This involves comparing your notes and bibliography against
your sources one last time, ensuring that all names, titles, dates, and page
numbers are correct and that the formatting adheres precisely to CMOS.

Consider reading your citations aloud or having a colleague review them. A
fresh pair of eyes can often catch mistakes that you might have become
accustomed to seeing. This final meticulous check is a critical step in
producing a polished and authoritative work of church history.

Utilizing Style Guides and Resources

Beyond the CMOS itself, numerous online resources and style guides can assist
you in applying its principles to church history. Many university writing
centers offer helpful summaries and examples tailored to specific
disciplines. Familiarizing yourself with these supplementary materials can
reinforce your understanding and provide quick reference points for common
citation challenges.

When in doubt, always prioritize the official Chicago Manual of Style, but
supplementary guides can be invaluable tools for practical application and
reinforcement of best practices in navigating Chicago style for church
history citation.



Q: What is the primary citation system recommended
by the Chicago Manual of Style for church history?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style primarily recommends the notes-bibliography
system for church history research. This system utilizes footnotes or
endnotes for inline citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of
the work.

Q: Why is the notes-bibliography system preferred
for church history over the author-date system?
A: The notes-bibliography system is preferred for church history because it
allows for more detailed explanations and contextual notes within the
footnotes or endnotes, which is often essential for discussing complex
historical arguments, theological nuances, or providing supplementary
information about primary sources without disrupting the main text.

Q: How should I cite the Bible in Chicago style for
church history?
A: When citing the Bible in Chicago style for church history, you typically
refer to the book, chapter, and verse (e.g., John 3:16). You do not need to
cite a specific edition unless a particular translation is central to your
argument, in which case you would note the translation in your first full
citation.

Q: What are the key components of a full note
citation for a book in Chicago style?
A: A full note citation for a book in Chicago style includes the author's
full name, the title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the
publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) being
referenced.

Q: How do I create a short note citation in Chicago
style after the first full citation of a source?
A: After the first full citation of a source, a short note in Chicago style
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title
(italicized), and the page number. If the author has only one work cited, the
title may be omitted, leaving only the author's last name and page number.



Q: When citing archival materials in church history
using Chicago style, what information is essential?
A: When citing archival materials, it is essential to provide the name of the
archive or library, the collection name, the box or folder number, and the
specific document or item number. Including a stable URL and date of access
is also recommended if the material is available online.

Q: How should I structure my bibliography for a
church history paper using Chicago style?
A: For a church history paper, it is highly recommended to divide your
bibliography into sections, such as "Primary Sources" and "Secondary
Sources." Within each section, entries should be alphabetized by the author's
last name, following the standard Chicago Manual of Style formatting for
different types of sources.

Q: What is the role of "Ibid." in Chicago style
citations for church history?
A: "Ibid." is used in Chicago style to refer to the immediately preceding
note. While it can be used, CMOS advises against overreliance on "ibid." to
avoid potential confusion, especially in lengthy or complex notes. Using
short notes is often a clearer alternative.

Q: How does Chicago style handle citing translated
works in church history?
A: When citing translated works in Chicago style for church history, you
should include the translator's name after the title in the note and
bibliography. If you have consulted the original language, it is good
practice to cite both the original and the translation, particularly for
critical passages.
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