chicago style for audio

The Chicago Manual of Style for audio productions is a crucial, yet often overlooked, aspect of
scholarly and professional citation. Understanding how to properly cite audio materials, from
podcasts to interviews and recorded lectures, ensures academic integrity and allows readers to
locate the original sources. This guide will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago style, specifically
as it applies to audio, covering everything from the essential elements of a citation to specific
examples for various audio formats. We will explore the nuances of in-text citations and the
corresponding bibliography entries, ensuring clarity and accuracy. Mastering these principles will
elevate the credibility of your work and facilitate research for your audience.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Citations for
Audio

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for academic and
professional writing, and its guidelines extend to a wide array of source types, including those in
audio format. When engaging with audio materials, whether for academic research, journalistic
reporting, or creative projects, adhering to a standardized citation method is paramount. CMOS
offers two primary systems for citation: notes-bibliography and author-date. For audio, the notes-
bibliography system is generally more common and adaptable, allowing for detailed information to
be presented in footnotes or endnotes. This system emphasizes clarity and provides readers with
direct access to the cited material.

The core principle behind any citation style, including Chicago's approach to audio, is attribution.
Proper citation acknowledges the creators of the original work, prevents plagiarism, and allows
readers to verify information and explore the source material further. For audio, this means
identifying the speaker, interviewer, interviewee, host, producer, composer, performer, and the
specific context or platform from which the audio was accessed. The complexity arises from the
diverse nature of audio content and the various ways it can be distributed and accessed.

Essential Elements of a Chicago Style Audio Citation

Regardless of the specific type of audio source, several fundamental pieces of information are
consistently required in a Chicago style citation. These elements ensure that the reader can
accurately identify and locate the audio material. Even if some information is not readily available,



including as much of this as possible is crucial for a robust citation.

Author or Creator Identification

The primary identifier for any audio source is its creator. This could be the individual speaking, the
interviewer and interviewee, the host of a podcast, or the composer and performer of music. In
Chicago style, the name of the main creator is typically presented first. For interviews, both parties
involved are often credited. For a podcast, the host or prominent guests might be listed.

Title of the Work

Every audio piece, whether a specific episode of a podcast, a single song, or a recorded lecture,
should have a title. This title helps to distinguish the audio from other works by the same creator or
within the same series. Titles of standalone audio works are typically italicized, while titles of
episodes or individual tracks within a larger collection are enclosed in quotation marks.

Producer or Director

For more formal productions like documentaries, radio dramas, or certain music albums, the
producer or director's name is often an important piece of information. Their role in shaping the
audio content warrants inclusion in the citation, especially if they are a significant figure associated
with the work.

Name of the Series or Collection

If the audio is part of a larger series, such as a podcast, a radio show, or a musical album, the name
of that series or collection must be included. This provides context and helps the reader understand
the relationship of the specific audio piece to other related content.

Date of Publication or Release

The date associated with the audio is vital for establishing its temporal context. This could be the
original broadcast date, the release date of an album, or the date an episode was published. For
interviews or lectures that might not have a formal release date, the date of recording is essential.

Publisher or Distributor

Identifying who published or distributed the audio is important for provenance and accessibility.
This could be a record label for music, a podcast network, a university for a recorded lecture, or a
website hosting the audio content.



Medium and Access Information

Specifying the medium (e.g., MP3 file, streaming audio, CD) and, crucially, how the audio was
accessed is necessary. For online sources, this includes the URL or the name of the platform (e.g.,
Spotify, YouTube, university library database). If accessed in person, details about the archive or
collection should be provided.

In-Text Citations for Audio Sources

In the notes-bibliography system of Chicago style, in-text citations are typically handled through
footnotes or endnotes. These notes provide a concise reference to the source and direct the reader
to the full entry in the bibliography. For audio, the information included in the note should be
sufficient for the reader to identify the specific audio and its location.

Footnotes and Endnotes

When referring to an audio source for the first time, the footnote or endnote should contain a full
citation, similar to what would appear in the bibliography but often slightly abbreviated. Subsequent
references to the same source can be shortened, typically including the creator's last name, a
shortened title, and the specific point or time within the audio being referenced.

For example, a first reference to a podcast episode might look like this: 1. John Smith, "The Future
of Al," The Tech Talk Podcast, last modified October 26, 2023,
https://example.com/tech-talk-episode-123. A subsequent reference could be: 2. Smith, "The Future
of AL"

Referencing Specific Moments

A key aspect of citing audio is the ability to direct the reader to a precise moment within the
recording. This is especially important for interviews, lectures, or discussions where specific points
are being made. You can do this by including the timestamp in your in-text citation or footnote.

For instance: 3. Jane Doe, interview by Mark Johnson, "Urban Planning Innovations," September 15,
2023, transcript, 00:15:32. This allows a reader to jump directly to the relevant section of the audio
if they have access to it.

Bibliography Entries for Audio Sources

The bibliography, located at the end of your paper, provides a comprehensive list of all sources
consulted. For audio, each entry should be formatted clearly and consistently, providing all
necessary details for identification and retrieval. The order of elements might vary slightly
depending on the specific type of audio, but the core components remain similar.



Structure of a Typical Entry

The general structure for audio in the bibliography follows the pattern of other Chicago style
entries: Creator's Name, Title of Work, Publication Information, and Access Information. For audio,
this translates to identifying the speaker/artist, the title of the audio piece, the name of the series or
album it belongs to, the publisher/distributor, and the date and means of access.

Handling Different Audio Formats

The specific formatting will adapt based on whether you are citing a podcast, an interview, a
recorded lecture, or a musical recording. Each format has its unique conventions within the broader
Chicago style framework, ensuring that the most relevant identifying details are prioritized.

Citing Podcasts in Chicago Style

Podcasts have become an invaluable source of information and entertainment, and Chicago style
offers clear guidelines for their citation. The key is to identify the podcast title, the episode title, the
host(s), and the platform where it was accessed.

Podcast Episode Citation

For a specific podcast episode, the bibliography entry typically begins with the host's name (or
names), followed by the episode title in quotation marks. Then, the name of the podcast series is
given, often italicized, followed by the publisher, the date of publication, and the URL or access
method.

Example: Host Name(s), "Episode Title," Podcast Series Title, Publisher, Publication Date, URL.

For instance: Ira Glass, "The One That Got Away," This American Life, WBEZ Chicago, October 20,
2023, https://www.thisamericanlife.org/episode-number.

Interviews on Podcasts

If you are citing an interview that appeared as an episode of a podcast, you would primarily cite the
host as the author of the episode and the interviewee as a key figure within the episode. However, if
the interviewee is the primary focus and the podcast is a platform for their thoughts, you might
adjust the entry.

Example: Host Name, interviewer; Guest Name, interviewee. "Episode Title." Podcast Series Title.
Publisher, Publication Date. URL.

For example: Terry Gross, interviewer; Michelle Obama, interviewee. "Michelle Obama on
Becoming." Fresh Air. NPR, November 12, 2018. https://www.npr.org/fresh-air/michelle-obama.



Citing Interviews in Chicago Style

Interviews, whether recorded or transcribed, are common sources. Chicago style distinguishes
between published interviews (e.g., in a magazine or a transcribed interview online) and private
interviews you conducted yourself.

Published Interviews

If an interview has been published and is accessible to others, it is treated similarly to other
published works. If it’s part of a larger publication like a magazine article, cite it as such. If it's a
standalone published interview online, the format will be closer to a web resource.

Example (online interview): Interviewer Name, interviewer. "Interview Title." By Interviewee Name.
Publication Name, Date. URL.

For example: Robert Siegel, interviewer. "What You Need to Know About the Latest Climate Report."
By Dr. Anya Sharma. Science Today Online, November 1, 2023.
https://www.sciencetoday.com/climate-report-interview.

Private Interviews

For interviews you have conducted yourself, the citation will include the interviewee's name, the
title of the interview (if any), the date it was conducted, and the format (e.g., audio recording,
personal communication).

Example (audio recording): Interviewee Name. Interview by Interviewer Name. Date of interview.
Audio recording. Personal collection.

For example: Dr. Evelyn Reed. Interview by Author. October 10, 2023. Audio recording. Personal
collection.

In-text notes for private interviews are crucial and often include the date of the interview to help
readers contextualize the information.

Citing Recorded Lectures and Speeches in Chicago
Style

Recorded lectures, speeches, or presentations are valuable academic and informational resources.
Citing these accurately ensures that your audience can access the original material if they wish to
review it.

Lectures and Academic Presentations

For lectures delivered in an academic setting and subsequently recorded, include the speaker's
name, the lecture title, the course name or event where it was delivered, the institution, the date,
and the access method (e.g., university website, YouTube).

Example: Speaker Name. "Lecture Title." Course Name (or Event Name), Institution Name, Date of



Lecture. URL.

For instance: Professor David Chen. "The Evolution of Renaissance Art." Art History 301, University
of Chicago, September 20, 2023.
https://uchicago.edu/arthistory/lectures/renaissance-art-chen-20230920.

Public Speeches and Keynotes

For public speeches or keynote addresses that have been recorded and made available, the format is
similar. Focus on the speaker, the title of the speech, the event, the organization hosting the event,
the date, and the platform.

Example: Speaker Name. "Speech Title." Event Name, Organization Name, Date of Speech. URL.

For example: Dr. Jane Goodall. "Conservation in the 21st Century." World Wildlife Fund Annual Gala,
November 15, 2022. https://www.worldwildlife.org/events/goodall-keynote-2022.

Citing Music and Sound Recordings in Chicago Style

Citing music requires attention to detail, including the composer, lyricist (if different), performers,
album title, track title, record label, and release date. Chicago style provides specific formats for
different types of musical works.

Albums and Tracks

For an entire album, you would cite the artist(s) and the album title. For a specific track on an
album, you would list the track title first, followed by the artist, and then the album details.

Example (track): "Track Title." By Artist Name. On Album Title. Record Label, Release Year. Medium
(e.g., CD, streaming).

For instance: "Bohemian Rhapsody." By Queen. On A Night at the Opera. Elektra, 1975. CD.

Example (streaming track): "Track Title." By Artist Name. Album Title. Record Label, Release Year.
Streaming audio. Platform Name, URL.

For example: "Hallelujah." By Leonard Cohen. Songs of Love and Hate. Columbia Records, 1971.
Streaming audio. Spotify, https://open.spotify.com/track/trackid.

Classical Music

For classical music, it's important to specify the composer, the specific work (often with opus or
catalog number), the performers (conductor and orchestra, or soloists), and the recording details.

Example: Composer Name. Work Title. Performed by Performer/Ensemble. Record Label, Release
Year. Medium.

For example: Beethoven, Ludwig van. Symphony No. 9 in D minor, Op. 125. Performed by Berlin
Philharmonic, Herbert von Karajan. Deutsche Grammophon, 1963. CD.



Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style
Audio Citation

Navigating audio citations can present unique challenges due to the dynamic nature of digital media
and the varied ways audio content is produced and distributed. However, by understanding the core
principles of Chicago style, these challenges can be effectively addressed.

Incomplete Information

Sometimes, crucial details like the exact release date, publisher, or even the full title might be
difficult to find. In such cases, use the information that is available and note any missing elements if
necessary, or use approximations where appropriate (e.g., "circa 2020" for a rough year). Always
strive for the most complete citation possible.

Access Issues and Archival Material

Audio that is only available in private collections or through limited archives requires careful
description. For personal interviews, stating "Personal collection" or "Private recording" is sufficient.
For archival material, providing the name of the archive and any collection numbers is essential.

Transcripts vs. Audio

When citing audio that also has a transcript available, you can choose to cite the audio recording,
the transcript, or both, depending on which aspect you are referencing. If you are quoting directly
from spoken words, citing the audio with a timestamp is ideal. If you are referencing the text of the
spoken words, citing the transcript (if it's published) might be more appropriate. Always be clear
about what you are citing.

For example, when referencing spoken words with a timestamp:

e Smith, John. "The Future of AL." The Tech Talk Podcast. October 26, 2023. Audio recording.
https://example.com/tech-talk-episode-123, 00:05:18.

And when referencing a transcript (if available and cited as a separate document):

e Smith, John. "The Future of AL." Transcript. The Tech Talk Podcast. October 26, 2023.
https://example.com/tech-talk-episode-123-transcript.

Adhering to these guidelines for Chicago style for audio ensures that your work is not only
academically sound but also a valuable resource for your readers, allowing them to explore the audio
materials you have consulted.



FAQ

Q: How do I cite a podcast episode where multiple hosts are
involved?

A: When multiple hosts are involved in a podcast episode, list them in the order they appear in the
episode or as credited by the podcast. If there are many, you can list the primary host and then use
"et al." if the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines for your specific context permit it, though
generally, listing all prominent hosts is preferred if space allows in the bibliography. In footnotes,
you might list the main host and then mention others or use "et al." for brevity if appropriate.

Q: What if an audio source has no clear title?

A: If an audio source lacks a formal title, create a descriptive title yourself and place it in square
brackets. For example, "[Unscheduled Conversation with Neighbors]." Always follow this bracketed
title with any other available information, such as the date of the recording and the names of the
participants, to clearly identify the source.

Q: How do I cite an audio recording found on a platform like
YouTube?

A: For audio content found on YouTube, treat it as a web resource. Include the uploader's name (or
username), the title of the video (in quotation marks), the name of the platform (YouTube), the date
of upload, and the URL. If the content is primarily audio and the video is incidental, you would still
cite it as a video on YouTube, as that's the primary medium of access.

Q: What is the difference between citing a music album and a
single track in Chicago style?

A: When citing a music album, the primary focus is the artist and the album title. For a single track,
you would list the track title first (in quotation marks), followed by the artist, and then the album
details. This prioritization helps readers quickly identify whether you are referencing the entire
collection of work or a specific song.

Q: How do I cite a live audio recording where the exact date is
unknown?

A: If the exact date of a live audio recording is unknown but you have an approximate year or range,
you can indicate this. For example, use "circa [year]" or "[early 2000s]". If no temporal information is
available, you would omit the date but ensure other identifying details are as complete as possible,
noting the absence of a precise date if necessary in your description.



Q: Should I include the length of an audio clip in my citation?

A: Including the exact length or timestamp of a specific clip is generally not required for the full
bibliography entry unless it's critical for identifying a very short segment of a longer work. However,
it is highly recommended and often necessary for footnotes/endnotes when referencing a specific
point within the audio to guide your reader directly to that moment.

Q: How do I cite a "spoken word" poem or performance if it's
not part of a larger album?

A: Treat spoken word performances similarly to other audio recordings. If it's a standalone
recording, cite the performer, the title of the work (in quotation marks), the publisher or platform,
the release date, and the URL or medium. If it's part of a collection of spoken word pieces, cite it as
a track on that collection.

Q: What if the audio source is an audiobook?

A: For audiobooks, you cite the author of the book, the title of the audiobook (italicized), the
narrator(s), the publisher, and the year of publication for the audiobook version. If you are
referencing a specific chapter or section, include that information along with the time markers if
available, similar to referencing a lecture or podcast.
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