
chicago style for art history videos
chicago style for art history videos demands a precise approach to citation and presentation that
can elevate the credibility and clarity of your scholarly work. Whether you are producing a
documentary for a university course, a public broadcast, or an online educational platform,
understanding the nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for visual media is paramount. This
article will delve into the intricacies of applying Chicago style to art history videos, covering essential
elements from citing visual sources to formatting bibliographies and in-text references. We will
explore the specific challenges and solutions for accurately attributing artworks, architectural
elements, and other visual data within your video production. Furthermore, we will discuss the
importance of adhering to these guidelines for academic integrity and effective communication in the
digital age.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Video
Chicago style, specifically the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), provides a robust framework for
academic citation and scholarly communication. While traditionally applied to written works, its
principles are adaptable and essential for visual mediums like art history videos. The core tenets of
Chicago style emphasize clarity, accuracy, and the consistent attribution of sources. For video, this
means meticulously documenting every visual element and every piece of information that isn't
common knowledge or your own original analysis. This commitment to transparency is crucial for
avoiding plagiarism and allowing viewers to trace the provenance of the information and imagery
presented.

Applying Chicago style to video production requires a shift in thinking from static text to dynamic
visual and auditory content. The goal remains the same: to give credit where credit is due and to
support your arguments with verifiable information. This involves detailed record-keeping during the
production process, from the initial research phase through to the final edit. Understanding the
Chicago system means recognizing the interplay between different citation elements – in-text
references, footnotes/endnotes, and the final bibliography – and how they work together to create a
cohesive and authoritative presentation of your research.

Citing Visual Sources in Art History Videos
The accurate citation of visual sources is perhaps the most critical aspect of Chicago style for art
history videos. Artworks, photographs of artworks, architectural details, and other visual materials are



intellectual property and require proper acknowledgment. The Chicago Manual of Style offers
guidance that can be adapted for video, emphasizing the inclusion of essential information to identify
the source definitively.

Identifying Artworks and Objects
When presenting an artwork or object in your video, the citation should ideally include the artist's
name, the title of the work, the date of creation, the medium, the dimensions, and the current
location or collection. For example, a caption on screen or an accompanying footnote might read:
"Leonardo da Vinci, Mona Lisa, c. 1503–1506, oil on poplar panel, 77 cm × 53 cm, Musée du Louvre,
Paris." This level of detail ensures that viewers can locate and verify the artwork's identity.

Citing Photographs of Artworks
If you are using a photograph of an artwork rather than the artwork itself (which is usually the case in
video), you must also cite the photographer and the source of the photograph. This might be a
museum's website, a scholarly publication, or a specific archive. For instance, a citation could be:
"Photograph by John Smith, courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum of Art Archives, New York." This
acknowledges both the creator of the original artwork and the creator of the image you are using.

Architectural and Site-Specific Visuals
For architectural sites or historical locations, the citation should identify the architect (if known), the
name of the building or site, the location, and the date of construction or relevant period. If using a
photograph, the photographer and source of the image should also be included. An example might
be: "View of the Pantheon, Rome, designed by Hadrian, c. 118–128 CE. Photograph by Jane Doe,
2023."

Archival and Found Footage
When incorporating archival footage, historical photographs, or other found visual materials, it is
essential to identify the source archive or collection. This might include the name of the institution,
the collection title, and any relevant accession numbers or file names. For example: "Still from The
March of Time, Vol. X, No. 7, 'Inside Nazi Germany,' 1938. Courtesy of the March of Time Collection,
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C."

In-Text Citations for Video Content
In-text citations within a video context can be implemented in several ways, primarily through on-
screen text or auditory cues. The goal is to briefly acknowledge the source of information or imagery
without disrupting the viewer's experience. The full details will then be provided in the
footnotes/endnotes and bibliography.



On-Screen Captions and Credits
The most common method for in-text citation in videos is through on-screen captions or credits that
appear during or immediately after the visual element is shown. These captions should be concise but
informative, providing key identifying details for artworks, locations, or statistical data. For a
significant artwork, a brief mention of the artist and title might suffice on screen, with more complete
details in the notes section.

Auditory Citations
In some documentary styles, a narrator might briefly mention the source of a quotation or a
particularly significant piece of information. For example, the narrator might say, "As noted by art
historian John Berger in his seminal work, Ways of Seeing..." This approach is less formal than visual
citations but can be effective for directing viewers' attention to key sources.

Parenthetical Citations (Adapted)
While direct parenthetical citations like those in written text are not typically used in video, the
principle of conciseness applies. The brief information presented on screen or spoken by a narrator
serves a similar function, pointing the viewer towards further details without overwhelming them.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Video Production
Footnotes and endnotes serve as the primary mechanism for detailed source attribution in Chicago
style, and this principle extends to art history videos. Because on-screen captions need to be brief,
the comprehensive citation information is typically relegated to a dedicated section at the end of the
video or provided in accompanying documentation.

Endnote Sections
Many academic and documentary videos utilize an endnote section that scrolls at the end of the film,
similar to a credits sequence. This section lists all sources used, organized numerically or
alphabetically, corresponding to in-text citations or a master list of used materials. This allows for
detailed bibliographic information to be presented without interrupting the narrative flow.

Accompanying Documentation
For online courses or academic submissions, accompanying documentation can serve the function of
footnotes or endnotes. This might include a PDF document or a webpage that lists all sources in
detail, providing links where possible for further viewer exploration. This method is particularly useful
for online platforms where hyperlinking is feasible.



Numbering and Cross-Referencing
Regardless of whether you use an endnote section or accompanying documentation, a clear system of
numbering and cross-referencing is essential. Each piece of borrowed material or cited information
should be assigned a unique number that corresponds to its full citation in the notes. This ensures
that viewers can easily track the origin of every element in your video.

Bibliography and Works Cited for Art History Videos
The bibliography, or a Works Cited list, is a cornerstone of academic integrity in any scholarly work,
including art history videos. It provides a complete and alphabetized list of all sources consulted and
cited in your video production, allowing viewers and scholars to trace your research and explore the
subject further.

Structure of the Bibliography
The bibliography should follow the standard Chicago style format for the types of sources used. This
includes books, articles, websites, and potentially films or exhibition catalogues. Each entry should
contain all necessary bibliographic information to identify the source uniquely.

Types of Sources to Include

Books and exhibition catalogues

Scholarly articles from journals and online databases

Museum and gallery websites

Archival materials

Photographic archives

Documentaries and other video sources

Websites and online resources

Formatting Guidelines
When compiling your bibliography for a video, ensure that each entry is formatted consistently
according to Chicago style. This typically involves the author's name (last name, first name), title of
the work (italicized for books and standalone works, in quotation marks for articles), publication
details (publisher, year), and URL or accession number where applicable. For images, you may need
to include the photographer, source, and any relevant permissions or usage rights information.



Formatting and Presentation Guidelines
Beyond citation, the overall formatting and presentation of your art history video should reflect a
commitment to scholarly rigor, aligning with the principles of Chicago style. This includes visual
clarity, logical organization, and professional execution.

On-Screen Text and Graphics
Ensure all on-screen text, including titles, captions, and citations, is legible and presented in a
consistent font and size. The layout should be clean and uncluttered, allowing the visuals to take
center stage while effectively conveying necessary information. Avoid excessive text that can
overwhelm the viewer.

Video Editing and Pacing
The pacing of your video should allow viewers sufficient time to read and absorb any on-screen
citations or informational graphics. Fast cuts or rapid text displays can hinder comprehension and
undermine the scholarly intent of your work. Consider the narrative flow and how visual elements are
introduced and credited.

Accessibility Considerations
While not strictly a Chicago style requirement, consider accessibility for all viewers. This includes
providing accurate closed captions for dialogue and significant sound cues, as well as ensuring that
on-screen text has sufficient contrast with the background. These practices enhance the professional
presentation of your video.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices
Navigating Chicago style for art history videos can present unique challenges. Being aware of
common mistakes and adhering to best practices can ensure your work is both accurate and well-
received.

Common Pitfalls

Insufficient attribution for visual sources.

Vague or incomplete citation details on screen.

Overlooking the citation of photographs and their creators.

Inconsistent formatting across different citation elements.



Failure to provide a comprehensive bibliography or works cited.

Ignoring permissions and copyright for visual materials.

Best Practices

Maintain a detailed research log throughout the production process.

Consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance.

Err on the side of providing too much information rather than too little for citations.

Seek feedback on your citations from peers or instructors.

When in doubt, cite. It is always better to over-cite than to under-cite.

Organize your visual assets and their citation information systematically from the outset.

Conclusion: Ensuring Academic Rigor in Visual
Scholarship
Adhering to Chicago style for art history videos is not merely an academic exercise; it is a
fundamental aspect of scholarly integrity and effective communication. By meticulously citing visual
sources, providing clear in-text attributions, and compiling comprehensive bibliographies, you
establish the credibility and authority of your work. The principles of Chicago style, when thoughtfully
applied to the dynamic medium of video, empower viewers to engage more deeply with your
research, understand its foundations, and explore its subject matter further. This commitment to
accurate and transparent scholarly practice enhances the value of your art historical investigations
and contributes meaningfully to the academic discourse in the visual arts.

Q: How do I cite a painting shown in a video using Chicago
style?
A: When showing a painting in a video, cite the artist, title of the artwork, date of creation, medium,
dimensions, and current location. This information can be presented as an on-screen caption or in a
detailed endnote/accompanying document. For example: Leonardo da Vinci, Mona Lisa, c. 1503–1506,
oil on poplar panel, 77 cm × 53 cm, Musée du Louvre, Paris.

Q: Do I need to cite the photographer of an artwork if it's in a



video?
A: Yes, if you are using a photograph of an artwork, you must cite both the original artist and the
photographer, as well as the source of the photograph. For instance: Photograph by Jane Doe,
courtesy of the Art Institute of Chicago.

Q: What is the best way to include in-text citations in an art
history video?
A: The most effective way to include in-text citations in art history videos is through concise on-screen
captions that appear during or immediately after the visual is shown, or through brief auditory
mentions by a narrator. The full citation details should then be provided in an endnote section or
accompanying documentation.

Q: Can I use footnotes for art history videos, or are endnotes
better?
A: While traditional footnotes are less practical for video, an endnote section that scrolls at the end of
the film is a common and effective method. Alternatively, detailed source information can be provided
in accompanying documentation, such as a PDF or webpage, especially for online educational
content.

Q: How should the bibliography be formatted for an art
history video?
A: The bibliography for an art history video should list all consulted and cited sources in a consistent
Chicago style format. This includes books, articles, websites, and visual source information, organized
alphabetically or numerically, corresponding to the endnotes.

Q: What are the essential elements for citing an architectural
site in a video?
A: When citing an architectural site, include the architect (if known), the name of the building or site,
its location, and the date of construction or relevant period. If using a photograph, also cite the
photographer and the source of the image.

Q: How do I cite archival footage or historical photographs in
my video?
A: For archival footage or historical photographs, identify the source archive or collection. This
typically includes the name of the institution, the collection title, and any relevant accession numbers
or file names. For example: Image from the LIFE Magazine Photograph Collection, Library of Congress,
Washington, D.C.



Q: Is it necessary to obtain permissions for all images used in
an art history video, even if cited in Chicago style?
A: Yes, Chicago style focuses on accurate citation and attribution, but it does not negate the need for
copyright and usage permissions for visual materials. You must ensure you have the legal right to use
any image or footage in your video production, which is a separate consideration from citation
formatting.
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