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Understanding Chicago Style for Art History Projects

chicago style for art history projects is an essential guide for students and scholars aiming to
present their research with clarity, precision, and academic rigor. This comprehensive style manual,
also known as the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), provides a robust framework for citing sources,
structuring academic papers, and formatting your work to meet the high standards expected in art
history. Mastering Chicago style ensures your arguments are well-supported, your sources are
properly attributed, and your project is easily navigable for readers and reviewers. This article
delves into the core components of Chicago style as it applies to art history, covering everything
from in-text citations and footnotes to bibliographic entries and the nuances of describing visual
materials. Understanding these elements is crucial for crafting an effective and credible art history
project.
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Understanding Chicago Style: An Overview

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely adopted citation and writing style guide that offers two
primary systems for documenting sources: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system. For art history projects, the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes
and a bibliography, is overwhelmingly preferred. This system allows for detailed commentary and
extensive source integration within the text without disrupting the flow of the narrative. The
emphasis in Chicago style is on providing complete and accurate bibliographic information, enabling
readers to easily locate and verify the sources consulted by the author. This is particularly vital in
art history, where the interpretation of visual evidence often relies heavily on scholarly texts and
primary source materials.

Adhering to Chicago style for art history projects not only demonstrates academic integrity but also
contributes to the overall professionalism and credibility of your work. It creates a standardized
format that art historians have come to expect, facilitating communication and critical evaluation
within the discipline. Whether you are writing a research paper, a thesis, or a dissertation,
understanding the specific requirements of Chicago style for citing artworks, scholarly articles,
books, and digital resources will significantly enhance the quality of your project.



Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style for Art
History

In the notes-bibliography system of Chicago style, footnotes or endnotes are used to cite sources
directly within the text. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page, while endnotes are compiled at
the end of the paper. Both serve the same purpose: to provide a superscript number in the text that
corresponds to a detailed citation in the notes section. For art history projects, these notes are
crucial for identifying the specific artwork being discussed, the scholarly publication that analyzes it,
or the archival source that provides primary evidence.

When to Use Notes

Notes are used for several key purposes:

To cite a direct quotation.

To summarize or paraphrase information from a source.

To acknowledge the source of an idea or argument.

To provide additional commentary or background information that might interrupt the main
text.

To cite visual reproductions of artworks.

Formatting Notes

The format of a note citation closely resembles that of a bibliography entry, but with minor
differences. For example, author names are typically written in normal order (first name, last name)
in notes, unlike the inverted order (last name, first name) used in bibliographies. Punctuation also
differs; commas are used to separate elements in notes, while periods typically separate major
components in bibliography entries. It is essential to consult the latest edition of The Chicago
Manual of Style for precise formatting guidelines, as these can be quite detailed.

First vs. Subsequent Citations

The first time a source is cited, the note must contain full bibliographic details. For any subsequent
citations of the same source, a shortened form is used, typically consisting of the author's last name,
a shortened title, and the page number. This streamlines the notes section while still providing
enough information to identify the source clearly.



The Art of the Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography is a cornerstone of any academic paper written in Chicago style, serving as a
comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited in the project. For art history projects, the
bibliography provides an invaluable resource for readers who wish to delve deeper into the subject
matter, explore the scholarly debates surrounding particular artworks or artists, or identify the key
texts that informed the author's research. A well-constructed bibliography reflects the breadth and
depth of research undertaken and lends significant weight to the project's findings.

Structure and Organization

A Chicago-style bibliography is typically arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If
multiple works by the same author are included, they are then listed chronologically by publication
date. In cases where an author has no last name, or for corporate authors, the entry is alphabetized
by the first significant word of the title or the corporate name. The goal is to create a clear and
easily navigable list for the reader.

Key Elements of a Bibliography Entry

Each entry in a Chicago-style bibliography must contain specific pieces of information, tailored to
the type of source being cited. Common elements include:

Author's full name (inverted: Last Name, First Name)

Title of the work (italicized for books and journals, in quotation marks for articles and
chapters)

Publication information (city of publication, publisher, and year for books; journal title,
volume, issue number, and year for articles)

Page numbers (for articles, chapters, or specific sections)

DOI or URL (for online resources)

Variations for Different Source Types

The specific formatting of a bibliography entry will vary depending on whether you are citing a book,
a journal article, a chapter in an edited volume, a website, or an exhibition catalog. For instance,
citing an exhibition catalog often requires including the name of the exhibition, the institution that
hosted it, and the dates of the exhibition, in addition to publication details. Similarly, citing online
resources necessitates providing the URL and the date of access to ensure the information remains



retrievable.

Citing Visual Artworks in Chicago Style

A unique challenge in art history projects is the proper citation of visual artworks themselves.
Chicago style provides specific guidelines for crediting artworks, whether they are reproduced in a
publication, displayed in an exhibition, or viewed in person. Accurate citation of artworks is
paramount for giving credit to the artist and the collection that houses the work, and for allowing
readers to identify and find the artwork for themselves.

When to Cite an Artwork

You must cite an artwork whenever it is the subject of your analysis or discussion. This includes
when you:

Discuss the artwork's visual elements, style, or iconography.

Analyze the artwork's historical context or reception.

Use a reproduction of the artwork in your paper.

Formatting Artwork Citations

A typical citation for an artwork includes the artist's name, the title of the artwork (italicized), the
date of creation, and the medium and dimensions. Crucially, it also includes the current location of
the artwork (e.g., museum name, collection, city). If the artwork is being cited from a reproduction
in a book or journal, the citation will also include the publication details for that source, often within
a note or bibliography entry.

For example, a citation for a painting might look like this:

Starry Night. 1889. Oil on canvas, 29 x 36 1/4 inches. The Museum of Modern Art, New York.

When this artwork is reproduced in a book, the note would then refer to the book:

Vincent van Gogh, Starry Night, 1889, oil on canvas, 29 x 36 1/4 in., The Museum of Modern Art,
New York, in Mary Smith, Masterpieces of Post-Impressionism (New York: Art Press, 2020), 75.

It is essential to be consistent with how you present this information, ensuring all necessary details
are included to avoid ambiguity and provide proper attribution.



Formatting Art History Projects Using Chicago Style

Beyond citation, Chicago style also dictates the overall formatting of an art history project. This
includes aspects such as margins, font choices, pagination, and the presentation of visual materials
like images. Adhering to these formatting guidelines ensures that your project is presented in a
professional and academic manner, making it easier for your audience to read and engage with your
research.

Manuscript Preparation

Standard manuscript formatting in Chicago style generally involves:

Double-spacing throughout the entire document, including notes and bibliography.

1-inch margins on all sides of the page.

A readable, standard font such as Times New Roman, 12-point size.

Page numbers, typically placed in the upper right-hand corner, starting from the first page of
the text (though title pages and tables of contents are usually unnumbered).

Incorporating Images

Images are integral to art history projects. Chicago style provides guidance on how to present them
effectively. Images should be clearly labeled with a caption that includes a number, a brief
description (e.g., artist, title, date, medium, current location), and the source of the image, usually in
the form of a note or a credit line following the caption. The numbering of images should correspond
to their appearance in the text, and they should be placed as close as possible to their first mention.
Ensure images are of high quality and properly credited to avoid copyright issues and ensure
accurate visual representation.

Structuring Your Paper

A typical art history research paper or thesis will include a title page, an abstract (if required), the
main body of the text, notes (either footnotes or endnotes), and a bibliography. Some projects might
also include a table of contents and an appendix for supplementary materials. The main body should
be logically organized into sections and subsections, often indicated by headings and subheadings,
to guide the reader through your argument and analysis.



Common Pitfalls and Tips for Chicago Style

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style can sometimes be challenging, even for experienced
writers. Being aware of common errors and adopting good practices can help ensure your art history
project meets the required standards of academic presentation and citation.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Several frequent mistakes can detract from the quality of an art history project using Chicago style:

Inconsistent citation formats between notes and bibliography.

Incorrectly formatted titles (e.g., not italicizing artwork titles or italicizing article titles).

Missing essential bibliographic information for sources.

Improperly handling of secondary sources when citing primary visual materials.

Overreliance on paraphrasing without proper acknowledgment of the source.

Incorrect placement or formatting of footnotes/endnotes.

Tips for Success

To ensure a smooth and accurate application of Chicago style:

Always use the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style. Style guidelines can
evolve, so it's crucial to work with the most current version.

Keep a detailed record of your sources as you research. Note down all necessary
bibliographic information, including page numbers for direct quotes and paraphrases,
immediately after you find it.

Use citation management software if possible. Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote
can help organize your sources and generate bibliographies, though you will still need to
review and correct them.

Proofread meticulously. A final review specifically for citation and formatting errors is
essential. Pay close attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the order of elements in your
citations.

Consult your instructor or supervisor. If you are unsure about a specific citation or
formatting rule, do not hesitate to seek clarification from your professor or thesis advisor, as



they may have specific departmental requirements.

By diligently applying these principles and practices, your art history projects will be well-organized,
thoroughly researched, and presented with the academic polish that Chicago style demands.









FAQ: Chicago Style for Art History Projects

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in Chicago
style for art history?
A: For art history projects, the notes-bibliography system is overwhelmingly preferred. This system
uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources directly within the text, allowing for detailed explanations
and commentary without disrupting the flow. The author-date system, which uses parenthetical
citations in the text and a reference list, is less common in the humanities, including art history, due
to its less flexible approach to integrating rich scholarly discussion.

Q: How do I cite an artwork that I viewed in person but is not
reproduced in my paper?
A: When citing an artwork viewed in person, your note or bibliography entry should include the
artist's name, the title of the work (italicized), the date of creation, the medium, dimensions, and the
collection where it is housed (museum, gallery, private collection) along with its location. For
example: Georgia O'Keeffe, Ram's Head White Hills, Nevada, 1935, oil on canvas, 24 x 36 in.,
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, Hartford, Connecticut.

Q: What is the correct way to format the date of an artwork in
Chicago style?
A: Artwork dates are typically presented in the format "c. [century] AD," "[artist's birth year]-[artist's
death year]," or "[year of creation]." For example, you might see dates like "17th century,"
"1450-1520," or "1932." If the date is uncertain, use "ca." (circa) before the date, such as "ca. 1600."
Consistency in formatting artwork dates is important throughout your project.

Q: Can I use endnotes instead of footnotes for my art history
project?
A: Yes, the notes-bibliography system in Chicago style allows for the use of either footnotes or
endnotes. Footnotes appear at the bottom of each page where a citation is needed, while endnotes
are compiled at the end of the document, before the bibliography. The choice often depends on
personal preference or specific instructor guidelines. Whichever you choose, ensure consistency
throughout your paper.

Q: How do I cite an exhibition catalog in Chicago style?
A: Citing an exhibition catalog involves providing details about the exhibition itself and the
publication. A typical note would include the author of the essay (if applicable), the title of the



catalog (italicized), the name of the exhibition, the organizing institution, the city of publication, the
publisher, and the year. If you are citing a specific essay within the catalog, you would also include
the essay title and the page numbers. For example: Sarah Greenough, "The Photographs of Alfred
Stieglitz," in Alfred Stieglitz: The Eloquent Eye, ed. Sarah Greenough and Carl Chiarenza
(Washington, D.C.: National Gallery of Art, 2002), 45-90.

Q: What if I am citing a primary source document, like a letter
or diary entry, for my art history project?
A: For primary source documents, your citation should clearly identify the document type, its author,
date, and where it is housed (e.g., archive, library collection, specific file or box number). If the
document is published in a scholarly edition, you will also need to cite the edition according to
Chicago style's guidelines for edited works or anthologies. For example: Letter from Vincent van
Gogh to Theo van Gogh, March 1888, Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam.

Q: How does Chicago style handle citing websites or online
resources relevant to art history?
A: When citing websites or online resources, include the author (if known), the title of the specific
page or article (in quotation marks), the name of the website (italicized), the publication date or last
updated date, and the URL. Crucially, you should also include the date you accessed the material, as
web content can change. For example: "Renaissance Art." National Gallery of Art, accessed October
26, 2023, https://www.nga.gov/features/renaissance-art.html.
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