
chicago style for art history blogs

Art History Blog Citation: Mastering Chicago Style for Online Engagement

chicago style for art history blogs requires a nuanced understanding of academic rigor adapted for the

digital sphere. Ensuring clarity, consistency, and credibility is paramount for any art historian venturing

into the blogosphere. This article will delve into the intricacies of applying the Chicago Manual of Style

to art historical discourse online, covering essential citation formats for various sources, the importance

of accurate attribution in visual culture, and best practices for integrating scholarly referencing into

engaging blog content. We will explore how to navigate footnotes versus endnotes, cite digital

resources effectively, and maintain a cohesive voice that bridges academic tradition with contemporary

online communication. Understanding these elements will empower art historians to build authoritative

and accessible platforms for their research and insights.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Art History Blogs

Adopting Chicago style for art history blogs is not merely about following a set of rules; it's about



establishing a framework for intellectual honesty and scholarly credibility within a dynamic online

environment. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems for citation: the Notes-

Bibliography system (often preferred in the humanities, including art history) and the Author-Date

system. For art history blogs, the Notes-Bibliography system, with its emphasis on footnotes or

endnotes, generally aligns better with the detailed scholarly apparatus expected in the field, allowing

for more descriptive and contextualized references directly within the text or at its conclusion.

The goal is to make your blog posts not only engaging and accessible to a wider audience but also

robust enough to stand up to scholarly scrutiny. This involves a commitment to accurately attributing all

sources, whether they are scholarly texts, exhibition catalogs, interviews, or visual materials. By

meticulously applying Chicago style, art history bloggers can build trust with their readers, foster

academic dialogue, and contribute meaningfully to the digital preservation and dissemination of art

historical knowledge.

Core Principles of Chicago Style in Digital Art History

The fundamental principles of Chicago style remain consistent whether you are writing a dissertation or

a blog post: accuracy, clarity, and completeness in attribution. For art history blogs, this translates to

providing enough information for your readers to locate the source material themselves, thereby

validating your claims and enabling further research. This includes precise identification of artworks,

artists, dates, mediums, dimensions, and current locations, alongside detailed bibliographic information

for all texts and digital resources consulted.

Consistency is another cornerstone. Once you decide on a citation format (e.g., footnotes), stick to it

throughout your blog. This not only simplifies the writing process but also makes your content easier

for readers to follow and digest. The digital format offers unique opportunities for linking to online

resources, but this should be done judiciously, always prioritizing the accuracy and integrity of the

original citation information.



Footnotes vs. Endnotes for Art History Blog Posts

The Notes-Bibliography system within Chicago style offers two primary methods for presenting

citations: footnotes, which appear at the bottom of the page, and endnotes, which are collected at the

end of the document or blog post. For art history blogs, the choice often hinges on the platform's

capabilities and the desired user experience.

Footnotes can be highly effective for providing immediate context or supplementary information without

interrupting the flow of the main text. However, implementing true footnotes in many blog platforms can

be technically challenging and may not render consistently across different devices and browsers.

Endnotes, on the other hand, are generally easier to implement and manage in a digital format. They

provide a clear, consolidated list of all sources consulted, allowing readers to refer to them at their

leisure. Many bloggers opt for endnotes placed at the end of the post, which can be linked from within

the text for convenience. Regardless of the choice, the key is to ensure that each note provides

complete bibliographical information for the first citation of a source, followed by a shortened form for

subsequent references.

Citing Artworks and Exhibitions

Citing artworks is a critical component of art history blogging. This requires a specific format that

clearly identifies the artist, title (italicized), date, medium, dimensions, current location (museum or

collection), and accession number if available. When discussing an artwork displayed in an exhibition,

you must also include details about the exhibition itself, including its title, venue, and dates.

For example, a footnote or endnote citation for an artwork might look like this:

1. Grant Wood, American Gothic, 1930, oil on canvas, 30 7/8 x 26 inches, Art Institute of

Chicago, AIC 1930.332.

When citing an artwork from an exhibition catalog, the format would expand to include the catalog

details. If you are referencing an artwork viewed in person at an exhibition, the citation would focus on

the artwork and the exhibition details.



Example for artwork in an exhibition:

2. Frida Kahlo, The Two Fridas, 1939, oil on canvas, 67 x 67 inches, Museo de Arte Moderno,

Mexico City. Exhibited in "Frida Kahlo: Connections and Echoes," Modern Art Museum of Fort

Worth, October 15, 2022–January 22, 2023.

This detailed approach ensures that readers can accurately identify and, if possible, locate the

artworks you are discussing.

Referencing Secondary Sources: Books, Articles, and Websites

Citing scholarly books and journal articles follows established Chicago style guidelines. For blog posts,

providing full bibliographic information in the endnotes or footnotes is crucial for academic integrity.

A typical book citation in a footnote or endnote:

3. Carol Duncan, The Aesthetics of Power: The Arts of the Bourbon Court in Eighteenth-Century

Spain (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1991), 78.

And for a journal article:

4. T. J. Clark, "Modernity in Thesis," Artforum 10, no. 2 (October 1971): 60–65.

When referencing websites, the principle remains the same: provide enough information for the reader

to find the source. This includes the author (if known), title of the specific page or article, title of the

overall website, publication date (or last updated date), and the URL. It is also good practice to include

an access date, especially for content that might change.

Example website citation:



5. National Gallery of Art, "The Art of the Renaissance," accessed October 26, 2023,

https://www.nga.gov/features/renaissance-art.html.

The Nuances of Citing Digital and Multimedia Resources

The digital landscape presents unique challenges for citation. Art history blogs frequently engage with

online archives, virtual exhibitions, artist interviews on video platforms, and digital art. Citing these

resources requires careful attention to detail.

When citing a digital exhibition, include the name of the institution, the title of the virtual exhibition, the

URL, and the access date. For online video content, such as interviews or documentaries, specify the

creator or uploader, the title of the video, the platform (e.g., YouTube, Vimeo), the publication or

upload date, and the URL.

Consider the citation of a digital archive:

6. Metropolitan Museum of Art, "Digital Collections," accessed October 26, 2023,

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection.

And a video resource:

7. MoMA, "Inside Art: Ai Weiwei on his 2017 exhibition," YouTube video, uploaded by Museum

of Modern Art, October 12, 2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=examplevideo.

The goal is to provide a precise locator for the digital artifact being referenced, ensuring that your

research is verifiable and accessible to your audience.



Visual Attribution and Copyright Considerations

One of the most crucial aspects of art history blogging is the proper attribution of images. This goes

beyond simply stating the source; it involves respecting copyright laws and intellectual property rights.

While the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for citing images, art historians must also be

acutely aware of fair use principles and copyright restrictions when using visual materials online.

Each image used in a blog post should have a clear caption that identifies the artist, title, date,

medium, and current location, just as you would for citing the artwork itself. Additionally, you must

include information about the copyright holder and any permissions required for use. If an image is in

the public domain, this should be stated. For images that are not public domain, you need to ensure

you have the right to use them, which might involve obtaining a license or relying on fair use

exceptions for educational purposes, always with proper attribution.

A typical image citation might include:

Figure 1. Édouard Manet, Olympia, 1863, oil on canvas, 51.2 x 73.2 inches, Musée d'Orsay,

Paris. Image courtesy of Wikimedia Commons, Public Domain.

Or for a copyrighted image used under fair use:

Figure 2. Cindy Sherman, Untitled Film Still 21, 1978, gelatin silver print, 8 x 10 inches. © Cindy

Sherman. Image courtesy of the artist and Hauser & Wirth. Used under fair use for educational

commentary.

Transparency about image sourcing and copyright status is vital for maintaining an ethical and

reputable art history blog.



Integrating Citations Seamlessly into Blog Content

While academic rigor is important, art history blogs also aim for readability and engagement.

Integrating citations seamlessly means finding a balance between providing necessary scholarly

apparatus and maintaining a smooth narrative flow. This is where the flexibility of Chicago style,

particularly the Notes-Bibliography system, proves advantageous.

Instead of lengthy parenthetical citations that can disrupt the reading experience, use footnotes or

endnotes. You can refer to a source in your text without immediately interrupting the prose, for

instance, by saying, "As art historian Carol Duncan argues in her seminal work..." and then providing

the full citation in the corresponding note. For visual elements, place figure numbers directly after the

image or within the text when first referencing it, linking back to the detailed caption and citation.

Consider using introductory phrases in your notes to provide brief context. For example, a note might

begin with "In his groundbreaking essay..." or "According to exhibition records..." This adds value to

the citation beyond just listing the source. The aim is to make the scholarly underpinnings of your blog

posts visible and accessible without overwhelming the reader.

Common Challenges and Solutions for Art History Bloggers

Art history bloggers often face unique challenges when applying Chicago style to their online content.

One common issue is the technical implementation of footnotes or endnotes on various blog platforms,

which can sometimes be clunky or require specific plugins. A practical solution is to use a platform that

supports robust annotation features or to standardize on endnotes that are clearly delineated at the

end of each post, perhaps with internal links from the text.

Another challenge is ensuring consistent formatting for a wide range of sources, especially obscure or

newly emerging digital art forms. The key is to adapt the principles of Chicago style to the specific

nature of the source, always prioritizing clarity and providing sufficient detail for retrieval. When in

doubt, consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or reliable online resources dedicated

to its application. Maintaining an "Editorial Style Sheet" for your blog can also help ensure consistency

in how you handle common citation scenarios.

Finally, the pressure to create content quickly for online engagement can sometimes lead to rushed



citations. Combatting this requires establishing a workflow that prioritizes accurate note-taking and

citation during the research and writing process, rather than as an afterthought. Treating each blog

post with the same level of scholarly diligence as a traditional academic paper will ultimately build a

more respected and enduring online presence.

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by Chicago style

for art history blogs?

A: The primary citation system recommended by Chicago style for art history blogs is the Notes-

Bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes. This system is generally preferred in art

history for its ability to provide detailed scholarly apparatus and contextual information without

disrupting the narrative flow.

Q: How should I cite an artwork in a Chicago style art history blog

post?

A: To cite an artwork, include the artist's name, the title of the work (italicized), the year it was created,

the medium, dimensions, and its current location (museum or collection). If available, include the

accession number. This information should be presented in a footnote or endnote.

Q: What are the best practices for citing websites in an art history

blog?

A: When citing websites, provide the author (if known), the title of the specific page or article, the title

of the website, the publication or last updated date, and the full URL. It is also advisable to include the

date you accessed the page, especially for content that may be subject to change.



Q: How do I address copyright when using images of artworks on my

art history blog?

A: When using images of artworks, you must respect copyright. Clearly identify the copyright holder,

state any necessary permissions, and adhere to fair use principles for educational commentary. If an

image is in the public domain, state that. Always provide detailed attribution for every image used.

Q: Is it better to use footnotes or endnotes for an art history blog?

A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes for an art history blog often depends on the blog

platform's capabilities and the desired user experience. Endnotes are generally easier to implement in

digital formats and are preferred by many bloggers for their clarity and ease of management, although

footnotes can offer more immediate contextualization.

Q: How can I ensure my citations are integrated seamlessly into my

blog content without disrupting the reader?

A: Seamless integration is achieved by using footnotes or endnotes rather than intrusive parenthetical

citations. You can refer to sources in your text using phrases like "as [author] argues..." and then

provide the full citation in a note. This keeps the main text flowing while maintaining scholarly integrity.

Q: What are the key elements to include when citing an exhibition

catalog in an art history blog?

A: When citing an exhibition catalog, include the author(s) of the catalog essay (if applicable), the title

of the exhibition (italicized), the venue and dates of the exhibition, the publisher, place of publication,

and year of publication, along with the specific page number(s) referenced.
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