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Understanding Chicago Style for Art History Assignments

chicago style for art history assignments is a fundamental requirement for students and scholars

aiming for academic rigor and clarity in their research. This comprehensive guide will delve into the

intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), particularly as it applies to the discipline of art

history, ensuring your papers meet the highest standards of citation and presentation. We will explore

the essential components, from bibliographic information and in-text citations to formatting guidelines

and the crucial distinction between notes-bibliography and author-date systems, equipping you with the

knowledge to navigate this citation style with confidence. Mastering these elements is key to producing

polished, credible art history work that effectively communicates your research and analysis.

Introduction to Chicago Style in Art History

Key Components of Chicago Style

The Notes-Bibliography System

The Author-Date System

Citing Art Historical Sources

Formatting Your Art History Paper

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Resources for Chicago Style Mastery



Navigating Chicago Style for Art History Assignments: An

Overview

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted citation system that provides detailed

guidelines for academic writing, including the preparation of research papers, theses, and

dissertations. In the realm of art history, adhering to CMOS is not merely a matter of following rules; it

is about ensuring the precise attribution of sources, facilitating scholarly dialogue, and presenting

visual and contextual information with utmost accuracy. This style manual, known for its thoroughness,

offers two primary systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Understanding

which system your instructor or institution requires is the first crucial step in successfully applying

Chicago style to your art history assignments.

The Importance of Precision in Art History Citations

Art history, by its very nature, is a discipline heavily reliant on the careful analysis and interpretation of

visual and material culture. Therefore, the accurate citation of all sources, whether textual, visual, or

archival, is paramount. When you reference an artwork, a scholarly article about it, or a catalogue

raisonné, you are not just fulfilling a requirement; you are engaging in an ethical practice that

acknowledges the intellectual labor of others and allows your readers to trace your research journey.

This precision is the bedrock of scholarly integrity in art history.

Choosing the Right Chicago Style System

Within the Chicago Manual of Style, two distinct citation systems are offered, each with its own

strengths and common applications. For art history assignments, the notes-bibliography system is

often preferred due to its flexibility in incorporating detailed annotations and its ability to manage the



diverse types of sources common in the field, including exhibition catalogs and museum collection

data. However, some disciplines and specific course requirements may mandate the author-date

system, which prioritizes brevity within the text.

Key Components of Chicago Style for Art History

Successfully implementing Chicago style involves understanding its core components, which govern

how you present information both within the body of your paper and in your comprehensive

bibliography. These components ensure consistency and clarity, allowing your readers to easily follow

your arguments and locate your sources. From the proper formatting of titles and subtitles to the

detailed inclusion of publication data, each element plays a vital role.

Understanding Bibliographic Information

The bibliographic information required for each source in Chicago style is designed to provide a

complete and unambiguous identification of that source. This typically includes the author(s), title,

publication information (city, publisher, year), and specific page numbers for direct quotations or

detailed references. For art historical sources, this can become more complex, often requiring details

about the artist, title of artwork, medium, dimensions, date of creation, collection, and accession

number, in addition to the publication details of the source where this information is found.

The Role of In-Text Citations

In-text citations serve as signposts within your narrative, directing the reader to the full bibliographic

entry for the source of your information. The specific format of these citations will vary depending on

whether you are using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system. Regardless of the

system, the primary goal is to provide immediate attribution for paraphrased ideas, direct quotations,



and factual claims derived from external sources.

The Notes-Bibliography System in Art History

The notes-bibliography system, a cornerstone of Chicago style, is particularly well-suited for art history

assignments. This system utilizes superscript numbers within the text that correspond to either

footnotes or endnotes, where full bibliographic information and often additional commentary are

provided. Following the notes, a comprehensive bibliography lists all sources consulted, alphabetized

by author's last name.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of each page, while endnotes are collected at the end of the paper,

before the bibliography. For your first citation of a source, the note will include complete bibliographic

details. Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, typically using the author's last

name and a shortened title or just the author's last name and page number if the context is clear.

These notes are crucial for providing context, acknowledging nuanced interpretations, or offering

supplementary information without interrupting the flow of your main text.

Crafting the Bibliography

The bibliography is a cumulative list of all works cited in your paper. It is arranged alphabetically by the

author's last name. For each entry, the order of elements and punctuation are precise. For instance, a

book entry might look like: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

When citing artworks within the bibliography, specific formats are used to include details like artist, title,

date, medium, and dimensions.



The Author-Date System for Art History

While less common in traditional art history coursework compared to the notes-bibliography system,

the author-date system is also a valid option within Chicago style and may be required for specific

assignments. This system relies on parenthetical citations within the text, usually including the author's

last name and the year of publication, followed by a page number if a direct quotation is used. A

corresponding reference list, rather than a bibliography, is provided at the end of the paper.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date

Parenthetical citations are inserted directly into the text, typically at the end of a sentence or clause,

after the quotation or paraphrased material. For example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2020, 45).

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are needed in the

parentheses: Smith argues that… (2020, 45).

The Reference List

The reference list, similar to a bibliography, includes all sources cited in the text, alphabetized by

author's last name. The format for each entry closely resembles that of the bibliography in the notes-

bibliography system, but the purpose is strictly to provide the necessary information for readers to

locate the cited works.

Citing Art Historical Sources with Chicago Style

Art history assignments often involve a wide array of source materials beyond typical academic books

and articles. Properly citing these specialized sources is critical. This includes artworks themselves,



exhibition catalogs, museum websites, auction records, and archival materials.

Citing Artworks

When citing an artwork that is the subject of your analysis, you must provide specific details. This

typically includes the artist's name, the title of the artwork (italicized), the date of creation, the medium,

the dimensions, and the collection or location where the artwork is housed. For example:

Leonardo da Vinci. Mona Lisa. c. 1503–1506. Oil on poplar panel, 77 cm × 53 cm. Louvre Museum,

Paris.

This information might appear in a footnote or endnote, or be referenced in the main text with a

corresponding entry in the bibliography or reference list.

Citing Exhibition Catalogs and Museum Publications

Exhibition catalogs and museum publications are rich sources for art historical research. Their citation

requires careful attention to editors, authors of essays, title of the catalog, exhibition details, publisher,

and year. For example:

Elkins, James, and Sarah A. Wilson, eds. The Performance of Art. New York: New Museum of

Contemporary Art, 1988.

Citing Digital Resources and Online Images

In today's digital age, citing online resources and images is common. This includes museum websites,

online databases, and digital reproductions of artworks. The citation should include the author or



sponsoring institution, title of the page or image, website name, publication date or last updated date,

and the URL, along with an access date.

Formatting Your Art History Paper According to Chicago Style

Beyond citation mechanics, Chicago style also dictates the overall presentation of your art history

paper. Adhering to these formatting guidelines ensures a professional and consistent appearance.

General Paper Formatting

Your paper should generally be typed, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins on all sides. The font

should be a standard, readable typeface, such as Times New Roman, 12-point. The first page typically

includes your name, course name, instructor's name, and date, usually centered or left-aligned.

Title Page and Running Heads

While a separate title page is sometimes optional depending on instructor guidelines, it is often

required for longer papers. It should include the paper's title, your name, course information, and date.

Running heads, also known as headers, typically appear on each page and may include your last

name and a shortened version of the paper's title.

Placement and Formatting of Visual Materials

If your art history assignment includes images of artworks, their placement and captioning are

important. Images should be placed as close as possible to their first mention in the text. Each image

must be accompanied by a caption that typically includes a number (e.g., Figure 1), the artwork's



details (artist, title, date, medium, dimensions), and its current location or source. This information is

often a condensed version of the full bibliographic entry.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them in Chicago Style

Many students encounter challenges when applying Chicago style to their art history assignments.

Recognizing these common pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure a more polished final

submission.

Inconsistent Citation Practices

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency in how sources are cited. This can manifest in

variations in punctuation, the order of elements in bibliographic entries, or the format of

footnotes/endnotes. Diligent proofreading and a close adherence to the chosen Chicago style system

are essential.

Misinterpreting Source Types

Art history involves a diverse range of sources, from primary visual materials to secondary scholarly

texts. Ensuring you understand how to cite each specific type of source—whether it's a painting, a

journal article, a book chapter, or a website—is crucial for accuracy.

Over-Reliance on Secondary Sources

While secondary sources are invaluable, art history often requires engagement with primary visual

materials. Ensure your citations reflect a thorough engagement with the artworks themselves, not just



their critical interpretations.

Resources for Chicago Style Mastery in Art History

Fortunately, ample resources are available to help you master Chicago style for your art history

assignments. Consulting these resources will greatly enhance your understanding and application of

the manual.

The Chicago Manual of Style Online

The official online version of The Chicago Manual of Style is an invaluable resource, offering the most

up-to-date information and search capabilities. Many universities provide access to this online resource

for their students.

University Writing Centers and Librarians

University writing centers are staffed with knowledgeable tutors who can assist with citation questions

and formatting. Art history librarians are also excellent resources, often specializing in citation styles

specific to the discipline and providing guidance on finding and citing art historical materials.

Online Citation Generators (with Caution)

While online citation generators can be helpful for generating basic formats, they should be used with

extreme caution. Always cross-reference the generated citations with the official Chicago Manual of

Style guidelines to ensure accuracy, especially for complex art historical sources.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-bibliography and

author-date systems in Chicago style for art history?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography system

uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations and includes a comprehensive bibliography at the

end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (e.g., Smith 2020, 45) and concludes

with a reference list. For art history, the notes-bibliography system is often preferred for its ability to

incorporate detailed annotations and manage the diverse source materials common in the field.

Q: How do I cite an artwork that I saw in person for an art history

assignment using Chicago style?

A: When citing an artwork viewed directly, you would typically include the artist's name, the title of the

artwork (italicized), the date of creation, the medium, the dimensions, and the collection or location

where it is housed. This information would be presented in a footnote or endnote, and a corresponding

entry would appear in your bibliography. For example: Artist Name. Artwork Title. Year. Medium,

Dimensions. Collection Name, City.

Q: What is the correct way to format the title of an artwork in Chicago

style footnotes/endnotes and bibliography?

A: Titles of artworks are generally italicized in Chicago style, whether they appear in the text,

footnotes/endnotes, or the bibliography. For instance, Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa would be

italicized.



Q: Can I use an image found online for my art history assignment, and

how do I cite it in Chicago style?

A: Yes, you can often use online images, but ensure you have proper permission if required and

always cite the source accurately. The citation for an online image in Chicago style typically includes

the artist or creator, title of the image, website name, publication or last updated date, and the URL,

along with the date you accessed the image. A figure number and caption would also be included in

your paper.

Q: What is a "short note" in the Chicago notes-bibliography system for

art history, and when do I use it?

A: A short note is used for subsequent citations of a source after the first full citation has been

provided. It is a condensed version, typically including the author's last name, a shortened title of the

work, and the page number. For example: Smith, Artistic Innovations, 78. This saves space and avoids

repetition while still clearly identifying the source.

Q: What are the essential elements for citing an exhibition catalog in

Chicago style for art history?

A: Citing an exhibition catalog requires careful attention to detail. Essential elements include the

editor(s) or author(s) of the catalog, the title of the catalog (italicized), the exhibition details (if

applicable, such as city and dates), the publisher, and the year of publication. For example: Editor First

Name Last Name, ed. Exhibition Catalog Title. City: Publisher, Year.

Q: How should I handle citing multiple authors for a single source in

Chicago style for my art history paper?

A: For two authors, list both names connected by "and" in the bibliography and notes (e.g., John Smith



and Jane Doe). For three or more authors, list the first author followed by "et al." in the bibliography

and notes. However, always check the specific requirements of the Chicago Manual of Style for

nuanced rules regarding the number of authors and their placement.

Q: Is there a specific way to cite auction records or sale prices for

artworks in Chicago style?

A: Yes, citing auction records involves providing the auction house name, the sale date, the lot

number, the name of the artwork, and the final price. This information would be included in your

footnotes/endnotes and bibliography. For example: Sotheby's, New York, sale, November 10, 2022, lot

45, [Artwork Title], sold for $X,XXX,XXX.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a reference list

in Chicago style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, the list at the end is called a bibliography and includes all sources

consulted, whether cited or not. In the author-date system, the list is called a reference list and

includes only those sources that were cited in the text.
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