
chicago style for applied linguistics
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for academic writing, and
its application within the field of applied linguistics is crucial for clear, consistent, and credible
research dissemination. This article delves deeply into how to effectively utilize Chicago style for
applied linguistics, covering everything from citation practices to stylistic nuances specific to the
discipline. Understanding these guidelines ensures that researchers, students, and scholars can
present their work with the utmost professionalism, adhering to established academic norms. We will
explore the intricacies of in-text citations, bibliography formatting, and specific stylistic considerations
that are paramount for anyone engaged in the study of language in real-world contexts.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Applied
Linguistics
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and frequently updated guide for American
English writing and publishing. For the field of applied linguistics, a discipline concerned with the
practical application of linguistic theories to real-world problems, adherence to a standardized citation
and style guide is not merely a matter of convention but a fundamental requirement for scholarly
rigor. Applied linguists grapple with complex data, diverse theoretical frameworks, and
interdisciplinary methodologies, making clear and consistent communication essential. CMOS offers a
robust system that accommodates the varied needs of researchers in this dynamic field, from
sociolinguistics and language acquisition to discourse analysis and translation studies.

The primary goal of adopting a style guide like Chicago is to ensure that scholarly work is presented
with clarity, precision, and credibility. In applied linguistics, where research often involves detailed
analysis of language use in specific contexts, accurate attribution of sources is paramount. The
Chicago Manual of Style, with its two primary citation systems—notes and bibliography, and author-
date—provides the flexibility to meet these demands effectively. This article will focus on the notes
and bibliography system, which is more common in humanities-based disciplines, including many
areas within applied linguistics, due to its ability to incorporate extensive explanatory notes and
provide detailed bibliographic information.



Core Components of Chicago Style in Applied
Linguistics
At its heart, Chicago style for applied linguistics involves a structured approach to presenting
research. This encompasses not only how sources are cited but also how the manuscript itself is
organized and formatted. Key elements include the consistent use of an accepted citation method,
precise language, and adherence to conventions for presenting data. For applied linguists, who
frequently engage with empirical data, theoretical discussions, and pedagogical applications, the
ability to seamlessly integrate source material and present findings is critical.

The Chicago Manual of Style offers a comprehensive set of guidelines that cover a wide array of
publishing concerns. For applied linguistics, this means paying close attention to the proper citation of
academic journals, books, conference proceedings, and even digital resources, all of which are
common in the field. Furthermore, CMOS provides recommendations on grammar, punctuation,
capitalization, and the presentation of numbers, all of which contribute to the overall professionalism
and readability of a scholarly work. Understanding these core components is the first step toward
mastering Chicago style for applied linguistics.

Citation Systems: Notes and Bibliography
Chicago style offers two primary systems for citing sources: the notes and bibliography system and
the author-date system. For many journals and books in applied linguistics, especially those with a
theoretical or qualitative bent, the notes and bibliography system is preferred. This system uses
footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of
the work to list all consulted sources.

The advantage of the notes and bibliography system in applied linguistics lies in its capacity for
detailed annotation. Footnotes or endnotes can include not only direct citations but also explanatory
comments, digressions, or supplementary information that might disrupt the flow of the main text.
This is particularly useful for applied linguists who might need to elaborate on a particular theoretical
concept, provide background context for a case study, or offer a brief critique of a source without
interrupting the primary argument. The bibliography then serves as a complete and organized record
of all sources used.

In-Text Citations with Notes and Bibliography
When using the notes and bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through superscript
numbers. These numbers are placed at the end of a sentence or clause, immediately after the
punctuation mark, or within quotation marks. Each superscript number corresponds to an entry in
either the footnotes (at the bottom of the page) or endnotes (at the end of the chapter or document).
The first time a source is cited in a note, the full bibliographic information is provided. Subsequent
citations of the same source can use a shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a
shortened title, and the page number.

For example, a first citation might look like this: `1 James P. Lantolf and Matthew E. Poehner,
Sociocultural Theory and Second Language Learning (Clevedon, UK: Multilingual Matters, 2009), 78.`.
A subsequent citation to the same work could be: `2 Lantolf and Poehner, Sociocultural Theory, 95.`.
This method allows readers to easily trace the origin of specific claims and ideas while maintaining a
clean and uncluttered main text, a crucial aspect for dense analytical work in applied linguistics.



Crafting the Bibliography in Chicago Style
The bibliography, appearing at the end of the manuscript, is an alphabetized list of all sources cited in
the text. It is essential for providing readers with the full bibliographic details needed to locate and
verify the sources. Each entry in a Chicago-style bibliography is typically a hanging indent, meaning
the first line of each entry is flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented. This
formatting enhances readability and organization.

The structure of a bibliography entry depends on the type of source. For a book, it generally includes
the author's name, title, publication city, publisher, and year of publication. For a journal article, it
requires the author's name, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, and page range,
along with the year of publication. Websites and online resources also have specific formatting
requirements to ensure they are clearly identifiable and accessible.

Author's Last Name, First Name. Book Title. Publication City: Publisher, Year.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
range.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Webpage Title." Website Name. Last modified or publication
date. URL. Accessed Date.

Footnotes and Endnotes: Their Role in Applied Linguistics
Footnotes and endnotes serve as the primary mechanism for in-text citation in the notes and
bibliography system. They are indispensable tools for applied linguists. Beyond simple source
attribution, they can be used to expand on theoretical points, define specialized terminology,
acknowledge limitations of a study, or engage in brief debates with other scholars. This functionality
is particularly valuable in applied linguistics, where intricate theoretical debates and methodological
discussions are common.

Consider, for instance, a researcher analyzing the pragmatic competence of non-native English
speakers. A footnote could be used to provide a brief historical overview of the theoretical
development of the concept of pragmatic competence or to offer a working definition of a specific
speech act being analyzed. This keeps the main narrative focused on the analysis of the language
data while providing richer context and background for interested readers. The choice between
footnotes and endnotes is often dictated by the publisher or journal, but both serve the same core
purpose of delivering citation and contextual information.

Stylistic Considerations for Applied Linguistics
Beyond the mechanics of citation, Chicago style offers guidance on a variety of stylistic elements that
contribute to the clarity and professionalism of academic writing in applied linguistics. This includes
how to handle numbers, abbreviations, and the precise use of terminology. Applied linguistics, with its
roots in diverse disciplines such as psychology, sociology, education, and computer science, often
requires careful attention to maintaining a consistent and clear voice.

One key area is the consistent use of terminology. Applied linguistics employs a rich vocabulary



drawn from various subfields, and it is essential to define key terms clearly, especially if they are used
in a specialized way within the context of the research. Chicago style encourages precision and avoids
ambiguity, which is vital when discussing complex linguistic phenomena.

Language and Terminology in Applied Linguistics Writing
The precise use of language is paramount in applied linguistics. Terms such as "acquisition,"
"learning," "proficiency," "competence," and "performance" can have distinct meanings depending on
the theoretical framework being used. Chicago style emphasizes clarity and consistency in the
application of such terms. Authors are encouraged to define their terms early in the work and use
them consistently throughout. If there are multiple competing definitions of a term, it is good practice
to acknowledge this and state which definition is being adopted for the purpose of the study.

Furthermore, applied linguists often deal with data from specific populations or contexts. The
language used to describe these groups and contexts should be respectful, accurate, and free from
bias. CMOS provides general guidelines for inclusive language, which are highly relevant to the ethical
considerations in applied linguistics research. This includes avoiding generalizations and stereotypes
and using person-first language where appropriate.

Formatting Tables and Figures
Applied linguistics research often relies heavily on the presentation of data through tables and
figures. Chicago style offers specific guidelines for formatting these elements to ensure they are
clear, easy to understand, and consistent with the rest of the manuscript. Tables should have clear
headings and labels, and any abbreviations or symbols used within the table should be explained
either in a note below the table or in a separate list of abbreviations.

Figures, which include graphs, charts, and images, also require careful attention to detail. Each figure
should have a number and a caption that clearly describes its content. The source of the figure, if it is
not original work, must be properly cited according to Chicago style, usually within the caption itself
or in a note. The resolution and clarity of figures are also important for their effective interpretation
by readers. Applied linguists might present data such as frequency counts of linguistic features,
performance scores on language tests, or discourse transcript segments, all of which benefit from
standardized formatting.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style for Applied
Linguistics
Despite the comprehensive nature of CMOS, writers in applied linguistics can fall into several common
traps when attempting to adhere to its guidelines. One frequent issue is inconsistent citation
formatting, where different sources within the same document might be cited using slightly varied
rules, leading to an unprofessional appearance. This can stem from misinterpreting the nuances of
different source types or a lack of careful proofreading.

Another pitfall is the misuse or overuse of footnotes and endnotes. While valuable for supplementary
information, an excessive number of notes can overwhelm the reader and detract from the main
argument. Conversely, failing to use notes for essential clarifications or citations can lead to
ambiguity. Additionally, not fully understanding the difference between a bibliography and a



reference list (though CMOS primarily uses "bibliography") can cause confusion, especially when
transitioning between different style guides or journal requirements.

Best Practices for Applied Linguistics Authors
To effectively navigate Chicago style in applied linguistics, adopting several best practices is highly
recommended. First, maintain a dedicated style sheet for your project, noting specific editorial
decisions, preferred terminology, and formatting conventions. This serves as a reference point and
ensures consistency throughout your writing. Second, familiarize yourself with the latest edition of
The Chicago Manual of Style and any specific guidelines provided by the journal or publisher you are
submitting to.

Third, utilize citation management software, such as Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote, which can
automate much of the formatting process for both in-text citations and bibliographies. While these
tools require initial setup and occasional manual adjustment, they significantly reduce the risk of
formatting errors. Finally, allocate ample time for proofreading and editing, specifically checking for
adherence to Chicago style rules regarding citations, punctuation, and the presentation of data.

Conclusion
The application of Chicago style in applied linguistics is an integral part of producing high-quality,
impactful scholarly work. By mastering the nuances of the notes and bibliography system, paying
close attention to stylistic details, and understanding the specific needs of linguistic research, authors
can ensure their contributions are presented with clarity, accuracy, and authority. Adherence to these
guidelines not only facilitates effective communication within the academic community but also
upholds the integrity and credibility of applied linguistic scholarship. A commitment to these
principles ultimately strengthens the impact and reach of research that seeks to understand and
improve language use in the real world.

---

FAQ:

Q: What is the primary advantage of using Chicago style for
applied linguistics compared to other citation styles?
A: The primary advantage of Chicago style, particularly the notes and bibliography system, for applied
linguistics lies in its flexibility for detailed annotation. Applied linguists often engage with complex
theoretical frameworks, diverse methodologies, and nuanced data. The capacity to include
explanatory notes or supplementary material in footnotes or endnotes allows for a more in-depth
discussion without disrupting the main narrative, which is crucial for presenting intricate linguistic
analyses and theoretical considerations clearly.

Q: Should I use footnotes or endnotes when applying Chicago



style in applied linguistics?
A: The choice between footnotes and endnotes in Chicago style for applied linguistics is typically
determined by the specific requirements of the journal or publisher. Both serve the same function for
citation and annotation. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page, offering immediate reference,
while endnotes are grouped at the end of the document or chapter. For applied linguistics, either can
effectively provide the necessary context and source attribution for readers.

Q: How does Chicago style address the citation of linguistic
data, such as transcriptions or corpora?
A: Chicago style doesn't offer highly specific rules for every type of linguistic data citation in the way
it might for books or articles. However, the general principles apply. Transcriptions or corpus data
used in analysis should be cited within the text (using notes) and described in the bibliography. Often,
this involves indicating the source of the data (e.g., the corpus name, the collection it came from), the
specific segment or utterance, and relevant metadata like speaker, date, and context. If the data is
published or accessible online, its citation should follow the guidelines for those source types.

Q: Are there specific formatting rules in Chicago style for
presenting linguistic terminology or theories?
A: Chicago style emphasizes clarity and consistency in language. While it doesn't dictate specific
linguistic terminology, it mandates clear definitions and consistent usage. If you are using specialized
terms, Chicago style advises defining them early on. For theoretical concepts, ensure they are
explained accurately and attributed to their originators through proper citations. The style guide
encourages authors to avoid jargon where simpler language suffices and to ensure that any
specialized language is accessible to the intended audience.

Q: What is the most common mistake applied linguists make
when using Chicago style for their bibliographies?
A: A very common mistake applied linguists make with Chicago style bibliographies is inconsistency in
formatting entries, particularly with journal articles and edited book chapters. Errors often include
incorrect punctuation, inconsistent capitalization of titles, or improper ordering of publication details.
Another pitfall is failing to include all necessary information for each source type, such as volume and
issue numbers for journals, or editors and page numbers for book chapters, making it difficult for
readers to locate the original source.

Q: How can I ensure I am using Chicago style correctly for
interdisciplinary sources in applied linguistics?
A: Applied linguistics often draws from various disciplines, leading to diverse source types. To ensure
correctness with interdisciplinary sources, it's crucial to consult The Chicago Manual of Style for the
specific format of each source type (e.g., a psychological journal article, an educational report, a
computer science conference paper). The key is to identify the fundamental components of the
source (author, title, publication details) and apply the corresponding CMOS format, prioritizing



consistency across all entries, regardless of the originating discipline.

Q: Does Chicago style have specific guidance on presenting
quantitative versus qualitative data in applied linguistics
research?
A: Chicago style provides general guidelines for formatting tables and figures, which are applicable to
both quantitative and qualitative data presentations in applied linguistics. For quantitative data, this
might involve clear tables of statistical results. For qualitative data, it might mean presenting coded
excerpts or discourse segments in a structured format. The emphasis is on clarity, proper labeling,
and accurate source attribution, ensuring that the presentation of data, regardless of its nature, is
easily understood by the reader.
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