
chicago style for academic papers
dissertations

Mastering Chicago Style for Academic Papers and Dissertations

chicago style for academic papers dissertations is a widely recognized and
utilized citation and style guide in scholarly writing. Its comprehensive
nature ensures clarity, consistency, and proper attribution of sources, which
are paramount for academic integrity and the credibility of research. This
guide is particularly prevalent in the humanities, arts, and some social
sciences. Understanding its nuances, from in-text citations and footnotes to
bibliography construction and formatting rules, is crucial for any student or
researcher aiming to produce polished, professional academic work. This
article will delve into the core components of Chicago style, offering
detailed explanations and practical advice to navigate its intricacies
effectively, covering everything from basic formatting to complex citation
scenarios.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct systems for citing
sources: the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. While
both systems aim for accurate attribution, they differ in their primary
methods of referencing. The choice between these two systems often depends on
the specific academic discipline or the requirements of the institution or
publisher. Understanding the fundamental differences between them is the
first step to correctly applying Chicago style to your academic papers and
dissertations.

The Notes and Bibliography system is commonly favored in the humanities,
including literature, history, and the arts. This system uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text. These notes provide
the full bibliographic information upon first mention of a source and then a
shortened version for subsequent mentions. A comprehensive bibliography
listing all cited sources typically follows the body of the text. The Author-
Date system, conversely, is more prevalent in the sciences and some social
sciences. It employs parenthetical citations within the text, which include
the author's last name and the year of publication, and a corresponding



reference list at the end of the paper.

The Elements of Chicago Style: Notes and
Bibliography System

The Notes and Bibliography system, often referred to as the traditional
Chicago style, relies on numbered notes—either footnotes or endnotes—to point
readers to the source of information. This method allows for extensive
annotation and commentary without disrupting the flow of the main text. Each
citation begins with a superscript number in the text, corresponding to a
numbered note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the
document (endnote). The first note for a given source contains full
bibliographic details, while subsequent notes for the same source use a
shortened format.

In-Text Citations: Footnotes and Endnotes

When employing footnotes or endnotes, the process involves placing a
superscript number immediately after the punctuation of the sentence or
clause that contains the borrowed information. For example, if a sentence
ends with a period, the superscript number should appear before it: "The
discovery revolutionized the field1." The corresponding note will then appear
either at the foot of the page or at the end of the paper. The initial note
for a book, for instance, might look like this: "1. Eleanor Vance, The
History of the Printing Press (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020),
45." Subsequent notes for the same work would typically be shortened to: "2.
Vance, History, 78." It is crucial to ensure that each note accurately
reflects the source's publication details and the specific page number being
referenced.

Crafting the Bibliography

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in the
paper, appearing at the end of the document. Unlike a works cited page, the
Chicago bibliography includes all sources consulted, even those not directly
cited. Entries in the bibliography generally follow a standardized format,
starting with the author's last name followed by their first name. For books,
the order is typically: Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City
of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

For articles, the format is often: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of
Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year of Publication): Page
numbers.

The formatting of the bibliography is precise, with specific rules for
italics, quotation marks, and punctuation. Consistent application of these
rules is vital for a professional presentation and helps readers easily
locate the original sources. The bibliography serves as a testament to the
breadth of research conducted and provides a valuable resource for anyone
interested in further exploration of the topic.



The Elements of Chicago Style: Author-Date
System

The Author-Date system is the alternative method offered by The Chicago
Manual of Style and is often preferred in scientific disciplines and some
social sciences. This system prioritizes ease of access to publication
information directly within the text, allowing readers to quickly identify
the source and publication year of the information. It uses parenthetical
citations embedded within the prose and concludes with a reference list that
mirrors these citations.

In-Text Citations: Parenthetical References

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are typically enclosed in
parentheses and appear within the text. The standard format includes the
author's last name and the year of publication. For example: (Smith 2022). If
the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year is needed in
the parentheses: Smith (2022) argues that… . When citing a specific passage,
a page number should also be included: (Smith 2022, 15-17). It is essential
that every piece of information directly taken from a source, whether a
direct quote or a paraphrase, is accompanied by a parenthetical citation.
This prevents plagiarism and accurately credits the original authors.

Building the Reference List

The reference list, appearing at the end of the paper, contains a
comprehensive alphabetical listing of all the sources cited in the text. Each
entry in the reference list corresponds directly to a parenthetical citation.
The formatting for each entry is similar to that of the bibliography in the
Notes and Bibliography system, but the order of elements may differ slightly
to emphasize the author and date. For a book, a typical entry in the
reference list would be: Vance, Eleanor. 2020. The History of the Printing
Press. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

For a journal article: Doe, John. 2021. "The Impact of Technology on
Education." Journal of Educational Studies 35, no. 2: 112-130.

The reference list is crucial for readers who wish to consult the original
sources. Its clear, alphabetical organization makes it easy to find specific
works, ensuring that the research is transparent and verifiable. Adherence to
the correct formatting for each source type is paramount for academic rigor.

Formatting Essentials in Chicago Style

Beyond citation formats, Chicago style also dictates specific guidelines for
the overall presentation of academic papers and dissertations. These include
rules for manuscript preparation, pagination, capitalization, and the
formatting of various textual elements. Adhering to these formatting
conventions ensures a professional and polished final product that meets
academic standards and enhances readability.



Title Page and Preliminary Pages

For dissertations and many academic papers, a title page is required. It
typically includes the full title of the work, the author's name, the name of
the institution, the department or program, the degree sought, and the date
of submission. The page number is usually omitted from the title page but is
counted in the preliminary page numbering. Other preliminary pages, such as
an abstract, acknowledgments, and table of contents, should also be formatted
according to Chicago style guidelines, often using Roman numerals for their
page numbering.

Formatting Citations for Various Source Types

Chicago style provides detailed instructions for citing a wide array of
source materials, from traditional print media to digital and multimedia
content. Mastering these variations is key to accurate and complete
referencing. Below are examples for common source types, using the Notes and
Bibliography system format for illustration, which can be adapted for the
Author-Date system.

Books

When citing a book, include the author's full name, the title of the book
(italicized), the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication. For a specific reference, include the page number.

Footnote/Endnote (first mention): 1. Jane Doe, The Art of Storytelling
(New York: Penguin Books, 2019), 112.

Bibliography: Doe, Jane. The Art of Storytelling. New York: Penguin
Books, 2019.

Journal Articles

For journal articles, provide the author's name, the article title (in
quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
number, the year of publication, and the page range.

Footnote/Endnote (first mention): 2. John Smith, "The Evolution of
Modern Art," Art History Review 45, no. 2 (2020): 205.

Bibliography: Smith, John. "The Evolution of Modern Art." Art History
Review 45, no. 2 (2020): 201-225.

Websites and Online Sources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to details like the author
(if available), the title of the specific page or article, the website name,
the publication or last updated date, and the URL, along with the date of
access.



Footnote/Endnote (first mention): 3. "Climate Change Impacts," National
Environmental Agency, last updated March 15, 2023,
https://www.nea.gov/climate-impacts. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Bibliography: National Environmental Agency. "Climate Change Impacts."
Last updated March 15, 2023. https://www.nea.gov/climate-impacts.
Accessed October 26, 2023.

Interviews

For interviews, provide the interviewee's name, the type of interview (e.g.,
personal interview, email interview), and the date it was conducted. If the
interview has been published or transcribed, include that information as
well.

Footnote/Endnote: 4. Mary Johnson, personal interview by author,
November 10, 2022.

Bibliography: Johnson, Mary. Personal interview by author. November 10,
2022.

These examples represent fundamental citation formats. The Chicago Manual of
Style offers extensive guidance for countless other source types, including
book chapters, conference proceedings, government documents, and unpublished
materials. Diligent consultation of the latest edition of the manual is
essential for ensuring accuracy and completeness in all citations.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style for Academic Papers and
Dissertations

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes
and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system in
Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The
Notes and Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to
reference sources, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations
that include the author's last name and the year of publication.

Q: Which system is more common in academic papers and
dissertations?
A: The prevalence of each system often depends on the academic discipline.
The Notes and Bibliography system is more common in the humanities (history,
literature, arts), whereas the Author-Date system is favored in the sciences
and some social sciences. However, specific university or department
guidelines should always be consulted.

Q: How do I cite a source for the first time in the



Notes and Bibliography system?
A: The first note for a specific source should include complete bibliographic
information, including author's full name, title of the work, publication
details (place, publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) being
referenced.

Q: What information should be included in a
bibliography entry in Chicago style?
A: A bibliography entry typically includes the author's last name and first
name, the title of the work, publication information (city, publisher, year),
and page numbers for articles or specific sections. The order of elements and
punctuation are specific to the source type.

Q: How do I format a direct quote when using the
Author-Date system?
A: When using a direct quote with the Author-Date system, the parenthetical
citation should include the author's last name, the year of publication, and
the specific page number(s) where the quote can be found, like this: (Smith
2022, 15).

Q: Should I include a URL and access date for online
sources in Chicago style?
A: Yes, for online sources, it is crucial to include the URL and the date you
accessed the material. This helps readers locate the information and accounts
for the fact that online content can change or disappear.

Q: What is the purpose of a shortened note in the
Notes and Bibliography system?
A: Shortened notes are used for subsequent citations of the same source after
the first full citation. They typically include the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title, and the page number, making the notes more
concise and less repetitive.

Q: How do I format titles of books and articles in
Chicago style?
A: Titles of books and other standalone works are italicized. Titles of
articles and chapters within larger works are enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: Can I use both footnotes and endnotes in the same
paper?
A: Yes, Chicago style permits the use of either footnotes or endnotes. The
choice is often a matter of personal preference or institutional
requirements. Whichever you choose, it must be applied consistently



throughout the paper.

Q: Where can I find the most up-to-date information
on Chicago style?
A: The definitive source for Chicago style guidelines is The Chicago Manual
of Style itself. It is recommended to consult the latest edition of the
manual or an official online resource from the University of Chicago Press
for the most accurate and current information.
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