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Chicago Style Footnotes Quoted Text: A Comprehensive Guide

Chicago style footnotes quoted text represents a cornerstone of academic and professional
writing, ensuring proper attribution and enhancing credibility. This guide delves deep into the
intricacies of incorporating direct quotations using Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) footnotes,
covering everything from basic citation formatting to handling complex scenarios. Understanding
how to correctly cite quoted material not only prevents plagiarism but also allows readers to easily
locate the original sources, enriching their research experience. We will explore the fundamental
structure of footnote citations for various source types, discuss best practices for integrating quotes
seamlessly into your text, and address common challenges encountered when dealing with cited text
in Chicago style. Mastering these principles is essential for any writer aiming for clarity, accuracy,
and scholarly rigor.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary systems of citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the notes-bibliography
system, which utilizes numbered footnotes or endnotes to refer readers to source material. For
quoted text, footnotes are particularly valuable as they provide immediate access to the source
information without disrupting the flow of the main text. Each footnote is assigned a sequential
number that corresponds to a marker in the body of the paper, typically placed after the quotation
and any punctuation.

The purpose of footnotes is multifaceted. Primarily, they serve to give credit to the original authors,
acknowledging their intellectual contributions and thereby avoiding plagiarism. Secondly, they offer
readers the opportunity to consult the original sources, verify information, or delve deeper into a
particular topic. This transparency is crucial for academic integrity and scholarly discourse.
Furthermore, footnotes can be used for supplementary explanations or tangential information that
might interrupt the narrative if included in the main text.



When to Use Footnotes for Quoted Text

The decision to use a footnote for quoted text in Chicago style is straightforward: whenever you
include a direct quotation, a footnote is generally required. This applies regardless of the length of
the quotation, although very short, common phrases might sometimes be incorporated without a
citation, depending on context and stylistic guidelines. The key is to ensure that any borrowed
language or ideas are properly attributed. This includes verbatim reproductions of text from books,
articles, websites, interviews, or any other published or unpublished material.

The rule extends beyond simple word-for-word quotes. If you are paraphrasing or summarizing an
idea that is not common knowledge and originates from a specific source, a citation is also
necessary, though this often takes the form of an author-date citation or a brief parenthetical
reference within the text, followed by a full note. However, for direct quotes, the footnote is the
standard method in the notes-bibliography system. It's also important to note that when quoting
someone's exact words, quotation marks must be used in the main text to signal that the text is
borrowed.

Basic Footnote Format for Quoted Text

The fundamental structure of a Chicago style footnote for a quoted text involves several key
components: the footnote number, the author's name, the title of the source, publication details, and
a specific page number. The first time a source is cited in a footnote, it requires a full citation.
Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened.

A typical first footnote for a book quote would look something like this:

1. Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page
Number.

For a journal article:

2. Author First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page Number.

For a website:

3. Author First Name Last Name (if available), "Title of Web Page," Title of Website,
publication date or last modified date, accessed Access Date, URL.

The exact format can vary slightly depending on the source type, but the inclusion of the page
number where the quote is found is paramount for direct quotations.



Citing Books with Quoted Text in Footnotes

When quoting text from a book using Chicago style footnotes, precision in the citation is crucial. The
initial citation requires the author's full name, the complete title of the book (italicized), the city of
publication, the publisher's name, the year of publication, and importantly, the specific page
number(s) from which the quotation was taken. If the quote spans multiple pages, it's common
practice to list the first page followed by a hyphen and the last page (e.g., 45–47).

For example, a footnote citing a direct quote from a hypothetical book might appear as:

4. Jane Doe, The Art of Citation (Chicago: University Press, 2022), 112.

If the quote is from a specific edition other than the first, that edition information should be
included. For instance, if quoting from the second edition:

5. John Smith, Fundamentals of Writing, 2nd ed. (New York: Academic Books, 2020), 78.

Remember that the comma and period placement is specific in Chicago style. Commas separate the
elements of the citation, and a period concludes the entire footnote entry.

Citing Journal Articles with Quoted Text in Footnotes

Citing quoted text from academic journal articles follows a similar pattern to books but includes
additional details specific to periodicals. The first footnote citation will include the author's full
name, the title of the article (in quotation marks), the title of the journal (italicized), the volume
number, the issue number, the publication year, and the specific page number of the quote. The
format for volume and issue numbers can vary slightly; common practice is to list them as Volume,
no. Issue.

An example of a first footnote citation for a journal article quote:

6. Emily Carter, "The Impact of Digital Media on Reading Habits," Journal of Communication
Studies 45, no. 2 (2023): 215.

If the article is identified by a DOI (Digital Object Identifier), it is good practice to include it,
especially for online-only articles. The placement of the DOI typically comes at the end of the
citation, after the page number. For articles that are paginated continuously within an issue, the
issue number might be omitted if the volume alone is sufficient for identification.



Citing Websites and Online Sources with Quoted Text
in Footnotes

Citing quoted text from websites requires careful attention to the information available. The ideal
citation includes the author's name (if provided), the title of the specific page or article, the overall
title of the website, the publication date or last modified date, an access date, and the URL. If an
author is not listed, the citation begins with the title of the page.

A sample footnote for a quoted passage from a website:

7. Sarah Lee, "The Future of Remote Work," Business Today, October 26, 2023, accessed
December 1, 2023, https://www.businesstoday.com/future-of-remote-work.

If a page has no clear author or publication date, and the website is considered stable, you might
omit these elements or use placeholder information if instructed by a specific style guide or
instructor. However, for frequently updated or dynamic content, including the access date is
essential to indicate when you viewed the material.

Handling Block Quotes in Chicago Style Footnotes

Block quotes, also known as displayed quotations, are used for longer passages of quoted text,
typically 40 words or more, or for any quotation that is five lines or more in prose or three lines or
more in poetry. When incorporating a block quote, it is set apart from the main text by indenting the
entire block. Crucially, the quotation marks are omitted from the beginning and end of the block
quote itself; they are instead implied by the formatting. The footnote marker is placed after the final
punctuation of the quoted passage, and the citation follows the same format as for a short quotation.

A typical block quote with its corresponding footnote would appear in the main text like this:

The author elaborates on the historical context:

The early settlers faced unprecedented challenges in adapting to the new environment.
Their resilience, however, proved instrumental in establishing a sustainable presence.

And the corresponding footnote in the notes section would be:

8. Michael Brown, Pioneer Life in North America (Boston: Historical Press, 1999), 55.

The indentation for block quotes is usually one-half inch from the left margin. The citation remains
directly tied to the quoted material, providing clear attribution for the extended passage.



Subsequent Citations for Quoted Text

Once a source has been cited in full for the first time, subsequent citations to the same work within
the same paper are generally shortened. This prevents repetition while still providing enough
information for the reader to locate the source. The most common form of a subsequent citation
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it from
other works by the same author), and the page number.

For example, if the first footnote was for Jane Doe's The Art of Citation, a subsequent footnote
referencing a different page would be:

9. Doe, Art of Citation, 145.

If you are only citing from the same work as the immediately preceding footnote, you can use the
abbreviation "Ibid." (Latin for "in the same place"). If the page number is different, you would write
"Ibid., Page Number."

10. Doe, Art of Citation, 145.

11. Ibid., 148.

12. Ibid. (if referring to the same page as footnote 11)

Using "Ibid." effectively shortens citations but should be used judiciously to maintain clarity.

Common Errors in Chicago Style Footnotes for Quoted
Text

Several common errors can arise when formatting Chicago style footnotes for quoted text. One
frequent mistake is omitting the page number, which is essential for direct quotations. Readers need
to know precisely where in the source the quoted material can be found. Another error is
inconsistent formatting, such as using different styles for different source types or failing to italicize
book and journal titles consistently.

Other common pitfalls include:

Incorrect punctuation within the footnote entry.

Forgetting to use quotation marks around short, direct quotes in the main text.

Failing to indent block quotes properly.

Using the author-date system in place of footnotes when the notes-bibliography system is
required.



Errors in shortened citations, such as forgetting the author's last name or the shortened title.

Misinterpreting when "Ibid." can be used.

Paying close attention to the specific details of the Chicago Manual of Style, particularly regarding
punctuation, capitalization, and the inclusion of all necessary publication information, can help avoid
these errors.

Best Practices for Quoted Text Integration

Beyond correct formatting, effectively integrating quoted text into your writing is an art. Always
introduce a quotation with a signal phrase that identifies the source or sets the context. For
example, instead of just presenting a quote, try "As historian John Smith notes, '...'" or "The report
highlights that '...'". This helps the reader understand the relevance of the quote.

Consider the following best practices:

Contextualize: Ensure the quote fits logically within your paragraph and supports your
argument.

Explain: Always follow a quotation with an explanation of its significance and how it relates to
your point. Don't let quotes speak for themselves.

Conciseness: Use only the portion of the quote that is necessary. Omit unnecessary words or
phrases by using ellipses (...).

Accuracy: Transcribe the quote exactly as it appears in the original source, including any
errors, but use the "[sic]" notation to indicate intentional misspellings or grammatical errors
that are part of the original text.

Flow: Ensure smooth transitions between your own prose and the quoted material, whether
it's a short quote or a block quote.

By thoughtfully integrating quotes and meticulously formatting your Chicago style footnotes, you
elevate the quality and credibility of your work, demonstrating a commitment to scholarly standards
and respect for intellectual property.

Mastering Chicago style footnotes for quoted text is a vital skill for any serious writer. It involves not
just understanding the mechanics of citation but also appreciating the principles of academic
integrity and clarity. By consistently applying these guidelines, writers can ensure their work is both
accurate and ethically sound, providing readers with the necessary tools to engage critically with the
source material.

---

FAQ Section



Q: What is the primary purpose of using footnotes for quoted
text in Chicago style?
A: The primary purpose of using footnotes for quoted text in Chicago style (notes-bibliography
system) is to provide immediate and accurate attribution to the original source of the quotation,
thereby avoiding plagiarism and allowing readers to easily locate the source for verification or
further research.

Q: Do I need a footnote for every single quotation, no matter
how short?
A: Generally, yes. For direct, verbatim quotations, a footnote is almost always required, regardless of
length, to properly attribute the borrowed text to its author. Exceptions might exist for very common
phrases or well-known sayings that are considered part of general knowledge, but it's safer to cite.

Q: How do I format a footnote for a quote from a book that I've
already cited once?
A: For subsequent citations of a book, you use a shortened footnote format. This typically includes
the author's last name, a shortened version of the book's title (italicized), and the specific page
number of the quote. For example: Doe, Art of Citation, 145.

Q: When should I use "Ibid." in my Chicago style footnotes for
quoted text?
A: "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place") is used when the current footnote is citing the same source
as the immediately preceding footnote. If the page number is also the same, you simply write "Ibid.".
If the page number is different, you write "Ibid., Page Number."

Q: How do I cite quoted text from a website that doesn't list an
author or publication date?
A: If a website quote lacks an author, start the footnote with the title of the page in quotation marks.
If there's no publication date, use the last modified date if available, or omit it and clearly state the
access date. The URL is always included.

Q: What is the difference between a regular footnote for a
quote and a footnote for a block quote?
A: The main difference is in the main text formatting. For block quotes (longer quotations), quotation
marks are omitted, and the text is indented. The footnote marker is placed after the final
punctuation of the block quote, and the citation format within the footnote itself remains the same as
for a short quote.



Q: Can I use endnotes instead of footnotes for quoted text in
Chicago style?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style allows for both footnotes and endnotes when using the notes-
bibliography system. The content and format of the notes are identical; only their placement differs
(footnotes appear at the bottom of the page, endnotes at the end of the document).

Q: What if the quoted text contains a typo or grammatical
error?
A: If the original source contains a typo or grammatical error, you should reproduce it exactly as it
appears. To indicate that the error is in the original and not your transcription, you can insert "[sic]"
(Latin for "thus" or "so") immediately after the erroneous word or phrase.
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