chicago style footnotes journal articles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted citation style, particularly within the humanities
and social sciences, and its application in Chicago style footnotes journal articles is a critical aspect of academic
writing. Properly formatted footnotes are essential for giving credit to sources, allowing readers to verify
information, and avoiding plagiarism. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of creating
accurate and consistent Chicago style footnotes for journal articles, covering everything from basic
formatting to specific elements like author names, titles, publication details, and page numbers. We will
explore the nuances of citing various types of journal articles, the structure of notes and bibliographies, and
common pitfalls to avoid, ensuring your scholarly work adheres to the highest standards of academic

integrity.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: the notes-and-bibliography system
and the author-date system. For journal articles, the notes-and-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes
or endnotes, is frequently preferred. This system is characterized by a superscript number placed in the
text directly after the material being cited, corresponding to a numbered note at the bottom of the page
(footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote). The primary function of these notes is to provide
specific source information, allowing readers to locate the origin of the quoted or paraphrased material. This

detailed attribution is fundamental to academic rigor and intellectual honesty.

The structure of a Chicago style footnote is designed for clarity and efficiency. It includes all necessary
information for a reader to find the source without overwhelming the main text. While the exact format
can vary slightly depending on the source type, the core elements remain consistent. The initial citation of
a source in a footnote typically includes more detailed information than subsequent citations of the same
source. This is a crucial distinction to remember when constructing your notes. Mastering these

foundational principles will enable you to accurately cite a wide range of scholarly journal articles.



Key Components of a Chicago Style Footnote for Journal Articles

Every Chicago style footnote for a journal article, regardless of whether it's print or online, generally
includes a set of core components. These components work in concert to pinpoint the exact source of
information. Understanding each element and its proper placement is paramount to constructing accurate

and compliant citations.

Author's Name(s)

The author's name(s) should be listed in the footnote in first name-last name format. For example, "Jane
Doe." If there are multiple authors, the first author's name is listed as first name-last name, and subsequent
authors are listed as first name-last name as well, separated by commas and the word "and" before the last
author. In the bibliography, however, the first author's name is reversed (last name, first name), and
subsequent authors follow the first name-last name format. This distinction is important to avoid confusion

between the footnote and bibliography entries.

Title of the Journal Article

The title of the specific journal article being cited is enclosed in quotation marks. This clearly distinguishes
the article's title from the journal's title. For example, "The Impact of Technology on Education." The
capitalization of the title follows the rules of title case, meaning major words are capitalized, and minor
words (articles, prepositions, conjunctions) are generally lowercase unless they begin or end the title or are

part of a proper noun.

Title of the Journal

The name of the journal in which the article appears is italicized. This helps to visually separate the
container (the journal) from the content (the article). For instance, Journal of Scholarly Studies. Similar to

article titles, journal titles are capitalized according to title case rules.

Volume and Issue Numbers

The volume number of the journal is typically preceded by "vol." and the issue number by "no." For
example, "vol. 25, no. 3." Some journals, however, omit these abbreviations. It is always best to consult the
journal's submission guidelines or a recent issue for their preferred format. Both volume and issue numbers

are crucial for identifying the specific publication where the article can be found.



Publication Date

The publication date is usually presented as a season and year (e.g., "Fall 2022") or a month and year (e.g.,
"October 2022") for journals published quarterly or monthly. For journals published annually, it might

simply be the year. Consistency in date formatting is key.

Page Numbers

The specific page or range of pages where the cited material appears is indicated. For a single page, use "p."
followed by the page number (e.g., "p. 45"). For a range of pages, use "pp." followed by the first and last
page numbers, separated by a hyphen (e.g., "pp. 45-52"). If you are referencing an entire article that is
being summarized, you may omit the specific page numbers, but for direct quotes or specific arguments,

exact page numbers are indispensable.

Citing Print Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Citing a print journal article in Chicago style footnotes requires a precise assembly of the components
discussed previously. The basic structure for the first citation of a print journal article is as follows: First

Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date): Page Number(s).

For example, a footnote for a print article might look like this: Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Academic
Citation Practices," The Journal of Academic Writing 15, no. 2 (Spring 2023): 112. This format clearly
indicates the author, the article's title, the journal's title, the specific volume and issue, the publication date,
and the exact page where the information was found. Subsequent citations of the same article will be
shortened. If the author's name is unique, it can be reduced to Last Name, "Shortened Article Title," Page

Number. For instance, Doe, "Evolution of Citation," 115.

When dealing with multiple authors in print journal articles, adhere to the author naming conventions
described earlier. If the journal uses continuous pagination across volumes, the issue number might be
omitted. However, if pagination restarts with each issue, the issue number is essential. Always double-

check the journal's numbering and formatting conventions.

Citing Online Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Citing online journal articles in Chicago style shares many similarities with print articles but includes
additional elements to facilitate access and verification in the digital realm. The inclusion of a DOI (Digital

Object Identifier) or a URL is crucial for online sources. A DOI is a persistent identifier that links to a



journal article, making it more stable than a URL, which can change. The basic format for the first citation
of an online journal article with a DOI is: First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume,

no. Issue (Publication Date): Page Number(s), doi: [DOI number].

If a DOI is not available, a URL can be used. In this case, the format would be: First Name Last Name, "Title
of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date): Page Number(s), URL.

For example, a footnote for an online article with a DOI might read: John Smith, "The Future of Research
Methodologies,” International Journal of Research 42, no. 1 (January 2024): 88, doi:
10.1080/12345678.2024.1987654. If the article was accessed online without a DOI and no specific page
numbers are provided (common for articles published solely online), you would include the URL and the
date of access: Jane Doe, "Digital Archives and Historical Research," Digital Humanities Quarterly (Spring
2023), https://dhquarterly.org/articles/10.1080/xxxxxx. When citing online sources, it is also good practice
to include the date on which you accessed the material. This is particularly important for content that

might be updated or removed.

Special Considerations for Chicago Style Footnotes

Beyond the standard components, several special considerations can arise when creating Chicago style
footnotes for journal articles. These nuances ensure that your citations are precise and comprehensive,

addressing the unique characteristics of different scholarly works.

Articles without Authors

If a journal article lacks a named author, the citation begins with the title of the article. The title of the
article is then followed by the journal's title, volume, issue, date, and page numbers, formatted as usual. For
example: "Understanding the Challenges of Open Access Publishing," Scholarly Communication Review 8,
no. 4 (December 2023): 201-215.

Articles with Corporate Authors

When an article is authored by a corporate body (like an organization or institution) rather than an
individual, the name of the corporate author is used in place of the personal author's name. For example:
American Psychological Association, "Guidelines for Ethical Research," Psychology Today 50, no. 1 (January
2024): 30-35.



Articles with No Page Numbers

Some online-only journal articles do not have traditional page numbers. In such cases, you can cite the
article without page numbers, or if the journal uses a different system (like section numbers), you can
include that information. The focus remains on providing enough information for the reader to locate the
source. For example: Sarah Lee, "New Trends in Al Research,"” Al Frontiers (Summer 2023),

https://aifrontiers.com/trends.

Subsequent Citations (Shortened Notes)

As mentioned previously, subsequent citations of the same source are significantly shortened to avoid
redundancy. The standard format for a shortened note is: Author's Last Name, "Shortened Title of Article,"
Page Number(s). If the shortened note is for the same page as the immediately preceding note, you can
simply use the author's last name and "ibid." (meaning "in the same place"). For example: Smith, "Future of
Research," 92. If the next note cites a different page of the same work, it would be Smith, "Future of
Research,” 95. If the next note is for the exact same source and page as the immediately preceding note,

you can simply use "Ibid." If it’s the same source but a different page, it would be "Ibid., 95."

The Relationship Between Footnotes and Bibliographies

In the notes-and-bibliography system of Chicago style, footnotes and bibliographies are complementary. The
footnotes provide the specific, detailed citation information for each instance a source is used within the
text, while the bibliography offers a comprehensive list of all sources consulted and cited in the work. The
bibliography is typically alphabetized by the author's last name and contains fuller bibliographic details than

the shortened footnote citations.

The structure of an entry in the bibliography will closely mirror the first footnote citation but will have
some key differences. For instance, author names in the bibliography are reversed (Last Name, First
Name). The order of publication information might also differ slightly. While a footnote provides the
precise location of information, the bibliography serves as a resource for readers to explore the full range of
your research. It is essential that every source cited in a footnote also appears in the bibliography, and

conversely, that every source listed in the bibliography has been cited at least once in the footnotes.

The consistency between your footnotes and bibliography is critical for academic integrity and professional
presentation. Any discrepancies can undermine the credibility of your work. Therefore, it is vital to
maintain meticulous records of your sources from the outset of your research and to ensure that both your

notes and bibliography are thoroughly reviewed for accuracy and adherence to CMOS guidelines.



Common Errors in Chicago Style Footnotes

Even experienced writers can make mistakes when formatting Chicago style footnotes for journal articles.
Being aware of common errors can help you proactively avoid them and ensure the accuracy of your
citations. One of the most frequent mistakes is inconsistent formatting of author names, particularly the

reversal of first and last names between footnotes and bibliographies.

Another common pitfall is incorrect punctuation. This includes missing or misplaced commas, quotation
marks, and periods, as well as improper use of italics for journal titles. Forgetting to include essential
information like volume, issue, or page numbers is also a frequent oversight. When citing online sources,

failing to provide a DOI or a stable URL can make it difficult for readers to access the source.

Overlooking the distinction between first and subsequent citations is another area where errors often occur.
Writers might use the full citation format for every mention of a source, or they may shorten notes
incorrectly. Ensuring that shortened notes are used appropriately and that the format is correct is vital.
Finally, a lack of meticulous proofreading can allow subtle but significant errors to slip through. A thorough

review of all citations against the Chicago Manual of Style is always recommended.

The Importance of Proofreading and Adherence

The final step in creating impeccable Chicago style footnotes for journal articles is rigorous proofreading.
After drafting your footnotes and bibliography, take the time to compare each entry against the guidelines
in the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style. Pay close attention to every detail: punctuation,
capitalization, italics, and the order of elements. If you are submitting to a specific journal, always consult

their author guidelines, as they may have minor variations or preferences for citation formatting.

Adherence to the Chicago style, especially for footnotes in journal articles, demonstrates a commitment to
academic rigor and scholarly communication. It ensures that your work is not only well-written but also
properly attributed, allowing your readers to engage with your sources critically and effectively. By
understanding and applying these principles consistently, you can produce scholarly work that meets the

highest academic standards.












Q What is the primary difference between a Chicago style footnote and
an endnote?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement within the document. Footnotes appear at the bottom of
the page where the citation is referenced, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document,

typically before the bibliography. Both serve the same purpose of providing citation information.

Q When should I use the shortened footnote format in Chicago style?

A: You should use the shortened footnote format for any subsequent citation of a source after its initial full
citation has appeared. This format typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the

article title (if it's lengthy), and the page number(s).

Q What is the role of a DOI in a Chicago style footnote for an online
journal article?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to a digital object, such as a
journal article. In a Chicago style footnote, the DOI serves as a persistent and stable link to the online article,

ensuring that readers can reliably access the source even if the original URL changes.

Q How do I cite a journal article with two authors in a Chicago style
footnote?

A: For Chicago style footnotes, you list both authors in the order they appear on the article, using the
format: First Name Last Name and First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no.

Issue (Publication Date): Page Number(s).

Q What is the correct way to format the journal title in a Chicago style
footnote?

A: The title of the journal in a Chicago style footnote should be italicized and capitalized according to title

case rules. For example, Journal of Modern History.

Q: Can I use "ibid." multiple times in a row in Chicago style footnotes?

A: Yes, you can use "ibid." multiple times consecutively if subsequent notes refer to the exact same source
and page number as the immediately preceding note. If a different page number from the same source is

cited, you would use "Ibid." followed by the new page number (e.g., Ibid., 56).



Q How do I cite a journal article that I found through a library database
that doesn't have a DOI?

A: If a journal article accessed through a library database does not have a DOI, you should provide the URL
of the database entry or the article itself, along with the date you accessed it. For example: John Smith,
"Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Date): Page(s), [Database Name or URL], accessed Month
Day, Year.

Q What is the difference in author formatting between a Chicago style
footnote and a bibliography entry?

A: In a Chicago style footnote, the author's name is written as First Name Last Name. In a bibliography
entry, the author's name is reversed for the first author: Last Name, First Name, followed by the names of

subsequent authors in First Name Last Name format.
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