CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES IN TEXT CITATIONS

WHAT Is CHICAGO STYLE FOoTNOTES IN TEXT CITATIONS? UNDERSTANDING THE BASICS

CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES IN TEXT CITATIONS ARE A CORNERSTONE OF ACADEMIC AND HISTORICAL WRITING, PROVIDING A
RIGOROUS AND TRANSPARENT METHOD FOR ACKNOWLEDGING SOURCES. THIS SYSTEM, OFFICIALLY OUTLINED IN THe CHICAGO
MANUAL OF STYLE/ ALLOWS AUTHORS TO SEAMLESSLY INTEGRATE SOURCE INFORMATION WITHIN THEIR PROSE WHILE
MAINTAINING CLARITY AND AVOIDING DISRUPTION. UNDERSTANDING ITS NUANCES IS CRUCIAL FOR ANYONE AIMING TO PRODUCE
SCHOLARLY WORK THAT ADHERES TO HIGH STANDARDS OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO
THE INTRICACIES OF CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES, COVERING EVERYTHING FROM BASIC FORMATTING TO ADVANCED
CONSIDERATIONS, ENSURING YOU CAN CONFIDENTLY CITE YOUR SOURCES AND ENHANCE THE CREDIBILITY OF YOUR RESEARCH. We
WILL EXPLORE THE PURPOSE OF FOOTNOTES, THE MECHANICS OF THEIR PLACEMENT, THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF A
FOOTNOTE CITATION, AND HOW TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN FIRST AND SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES.
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THe PURPOSE AND IMPORTANCE OF CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES

THE PRIMARY FUNCTION OF CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES IN TEXT CITATIONS IS TO PROVIDE READERS WITH IMMEDIATE ACCESS
TO THE SOURCES THAT INFORM YOUR WRITING. THIS SYSTEM ALLOWS FOR A CLEANER PRESENTATION OF THE MAIN TEXT, AS
EXTENSIVE CITATION DETAILS ARE RELEGATED TO THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE. BEYOND SIMPLE ATTRIBUTION, FOOTNOTES SERVE
TO BOLSTER YOUR ARGUMENT BY DEMONSTRATING THE BREADTH AND DEPTH OF YOUR RESEARCH, ALLOWING READERS TO VERIFY
YOUR INFORMATION AND EXPLORE FURTHER. IN SCHOLARLY DISCIPLINES THAT FAVOR THIS STYLE, SUCH AS HISTORY,
LITERATURE, AND ART HISTORY, FOOTNOTES ARE NOT MERELY A STYLISTIC CHOICE BUT A FUNDAMENTAL REQUIREMENT FOR
ACADEMIC RIGOR.

THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCURATE CITATION CANNOT BE OVERSTATED. PROPER USE OF CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES PREVENTS
PLAGIARISM BY GIVING CREDIT WHERE IT IS DUE, FOSTERING A CULTURE OF INTELLECTUAL HONESTY. FURTHERMORE, IT ALLOWS
FOR A DYNAMIC INTERPLAY BETWEEN YOUR TEXT AND ITS SOURCES. A READER ENCOUNTERING A PARTICULARLY INTERESTING OR
CONTROVERSIAL POINT CAN QUICKLY CONSULT THE FOOTNOTE TO SEE THE ORIGINAL SOURCE, JUDGE ITS CREDIBILITY, AND
POTENTIALLY GAIN NEW INSIGHTS FROM THE CITED MATERIAL. THIS TRANSPARENCY IS VITAL FOR BUILDING TRUST WITH YOUR
AUDIENCE AND ESTABLISHING YOUR AUTHORITY AS A RESEARCHER.

WHY CHoostE FooTNoTES OVER ENDNOTES?

WHILE THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE ALSO PERMITS THE USE OF ENDNOTES, FOOTNOTES ARE OFTEN PREFERRED FOR THEIR
IMMEDIACY. FOOTNOTES APPEAR AT THE BOTTOM OF THE SAME PAGE WHERE THE CITATION IS REFERENCED, MAKING IT
EXCEPTIONALLY CONVENIENT FOR THE READER TO CONSULT THE SOURCE WITHOUT HAVING TO TURN TO THE END OF THE
DOCUMENT. THIS DIRECT LINK BETWEEN THE IN-TEXT REFERENCE AND THE SOURCE INFORMATION AT THE PAGE BOTTOM CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE READER'S EXPERIENCE AND COMPREHENSION. ENDNOTES, BY CONTRAST, ARE COLLECTED AT THE END
OF A CHAPTER OR THE ENTIRE WORK, REQUIRING A MORE DELIBERATE EFFORT FROM THE READER TO LOCATE THE CITED MATERIAL.

THe RoLE oF FOoTNOTES IN ACADEMIC CREDIBILITY

ADHERING TO CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES IN TEXT CITATIONS SIGNALS A COMMITMENT TO SCHOLARLY STANDARDS. |T
DEMONSTRATES THAT YOUR WORK IS GROUNDED IN EXISTING RESEARCH AND THAT YOU HAVE ENGAGED CRITICALLY WITH THE
LITERATURE. FOR ACADEMICS, RESEARCHERS, AND STUDENTS, MASTERING THIS CITATION METHOD IS OFTEN A PREREQUISITE FOR
PUBLICATION AND ACADEMIC SUCCESS. |T SIGNIFIES A RESPECT FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND A DEDICATION TO



TRANSPARENT SCHOLARSHIP, WHICH ARE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES IN ANY ACADEMIC PURSUIT. THE METICULOUS NATURE OF
FOOTNOTE CREATION ALSO FORCES AUTHORS TO BE EXCEPTIONALLY PRECISE IN THEIR UNDERSTANDING AND PRESENTATION OF
THEIR SOURCES.

IMPLEMENTING CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES IN YOUR TEXT

THE MECHANICS OF PLACING CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES IN TEXT CITATIONS ARE STRAIGHTFORWARD BUT REQUIRE CAREFUL
ATTENTION. A SUPERSCRIPT ARABIC NUMERAL IS PLACED DIRECTLY AFTER THE PUNCTUATION OF THE WORD OR CLAUSE TO
WHICH IT REFERS. |T IS CRUCIAL TO PLACE THE NUMERAL STRATEGICALLY TO AVOID AMBIGUITY. TYPICALLY, THE NUMERAL
FOLLOWS COMMAS, PERIODS, SEMICOLONS, AND QUESTION MARKS. For EXAMPLE, IF A SENTENCE ENDS WITH A QUOTATION, THE
FOOTNOTE NUMERAL WOULD APPEAR AFTER THE CLOSING QUOTATION MARK AND BEFORE THE PERIOD. THIS PLACEMENT ENSURES
THAT THE READER UNDERSTANDS PRECISELY WHAT PIECE OF INFORMATION OR STATEMENT REQUIRES CITATION.

CONSISTENCY IN PLACEMENT IS KEY. ONCE YOU'VE ESTABLISHED WHERE TO PLACE THE FOOTNOTE MARKER, MAINTAIN THAT
PRACTICE THROUGHOUT YOUR DOCUMENT. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE SUGGESTS PLACING THE NUMERAL IMMEDIATELY
AFTER THE RELEVANT PHRASE OR CLAUSE, EVEN IF IT FALLS MID-SENTENCE, THOUGH THIS IS LESS COMMON THAN PLACING IT AT
THE END OF A SENTENCE. THE GOAL IS TO LINK THE FOOTNOTE DIRECTLY TO THE INFORMATION IT SUPPORTS, THEREBY
ENHANCING THE CLARITY AND ACCURACY OF YOUR TEXTUAL FLOW. INCORRECT PLACEMENT CAN LEAD TO CONFUSION ABOUT
THE SCOPE OF THE SOURCE AND THE AUTHOR'S INTENDED ATTRIBUTION.

NUMBERING AND SEQUENCING OF FOOTNOTES

FOOTNOTES ARE TYPICALLY NUMBERED CONSECUTIVELY, STARTING WITH -|, THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE DOCUMENT OR A SPECIFIC
CHAPTER. EACH NEW SOURCE BEING CITED FOR THE FIRST TIME WILL RECEIVE A NEW , SEQUENTIAL NUMBER. IF A PARTICULAR
SOURCE IS CITED MULTIPLE TIMES, SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES WILL USE THE SAME FOOTNOTE NUMBER AS THE FIRST INSTANCE,
BUT THE CITATION FORMAT WILL CHANGE TO A SHORTENED VERSION. THIS SYSTEM ENSURES THAT A READER CAN EASILY TRACK
WHICH FOOTNOTE CORRESPONDS TO WHICH PIECE OF INFORMATION WITHOUT BEING OVERWHELMED BY REDUNDANT NUMBERING.
[T°S ESSENTIAL TO USE ARABIC NUMERALS FOR THIS CONTINUOUS NUMBERING.

PLACEMENT ExAMPLES AND BEST PRACTICES

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLES FOR CORRECT PLACEMENT OF CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES IN TEXT CITATIONS:

® \X/HEN A DIRECT QUOTE ENDS A SENTENCE: “THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT FINDING.” 1

® \X/HEN REFERRING TO A GENERAL IDEA FROM A SOURCE: THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT IS CRUCIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE
EVENT.2

® \WHEN QUOTING A SOURCE THAT IS ITSELF QUOTED ELSEWHERE: ACCORDING TO SMITH, “THE DATA IS
OVERWHELMING.” 3

THE PRACTICE OF PLACING THE FOOTNOTE MARKER AFTER THE FINAL PUNCTUATION OF A SENTENCE IS GENERALLY PREFERRED FOR
CLARITY AND EASE OF READING. THIS CONVENTION HELPS TO DELINEATE THE END OF YOUR OWN PROSE FROM THE INFORMATION
REQUIRING CITATION, MAKING THE TEXT FLOW MORE NATURALLY. ALWAYS DOUBLE-CHECK YOUR PLACEMENTS TO ENSURE THEY
ACCURATELY REFLECT THE INFORMATION YOU ARE ATTRIBUTING.

CrRAFTING ACCURATE FooTNoTE CITATIONS

THE CONTENT OF A CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTE IS AS IMPORTANT AS ITS PLACEMENT. EACH FOOTNOTE MUST CONTAIN
SUFFICIENT BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION TO ALLOW A READER TO IDENTIFY AND LOCATE THE ORIGINAL SOURCE. THE SPECIFIC
DETAILS REQUIRED VARY DEPENDING ON THE TYPE OF SOURCE BEING CITED (BOOK,JOURNAL ARTICLE, WEBSITE, ETC.), BUT



GENERALLY INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE TITLE OF THE WORK, PUBLICATION DETAILS (PUBLISHER, DATE, LOCATION)I AND
PAGE NUMBERS. PRECISION IN THESE DETAILS IS PARAMOUNT FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.

THE FIRST TIME A SOURCE IS CITED IN A FOOTNOTE, THE CITATION SHOULD BE COMPLETE, PROVIDING ALL NECESSARY
BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION. SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME SOURCE WILL USE A SHORTENED FORMAT, TYPICALLY
INCLUDING THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, A SHORTENED TITLE, AND THE PAGE NUMBER. THIS DISTINCTION BETWEEN FIRST AND
SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES IS A HALLMARK OF THE CHICAGO STYLE, AIMING TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE AND CONCISE. FAMILIARIZING
YOURSELF WITH THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR DIFFERENT SOURCE TYPES IS ESSENTIAL FOR MASTERING THIS CITATION
METHOD.

THe ANATOMY OF A FIRST FooTnoTE CITATION

A FIRST FOOTNOTE CITATION FOR A BOOK, FOR INSTANCE, WOULD TYPICALLY INCLUDE:

e AUTHOR's FULL NAME (FIrsT NaMe LAST NAME)
e TITLE OF THE Book IN ITALICS

o (CiTy oF PusLICATION: PusLISHER NAME, YEAR OF PUBLICATION), PAGE NUMBER(S).

FOR A JOURNAL ARTICLE, THE FORMAT WOULD ADJUST TO INCLUDE THE ARTICLE TITLE IN QUOTATION MARKS, THE JOURNAL
TITLE IN ITALICS, VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBERS, AND THE PUBLICATION DATE AND PAGE RANGE. FOR EXAMPLE: JANE DoE, “THE
ART of CITATION,” JoURNAL OF ACADEMIC WRITING 25, No. 3 (SPrING 2023): 115. THE SPECIFIC PUNCTUATION AND
ORDER ARE DICTATED BY THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE.

SHORTENED FOOTNOTES FOR SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES

ONCE A SOURCE HAS BEEN FULLY CITED IN A FOOTNOTE, SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES TO THE SAME WORK USE A SHORTENED FORM.
THIS HELPS TO REDUCE REDUNDANCY WITHIN YOUR FOOTNOTES. THE GENERAL FORMAT FOR A SHORTENED FOOTNOTE IS:

® AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, SHORTENED TITLE, PAGE NUMBER(S).

FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE FULL CITATION FOR JANE DOE’S ARTICLE WAS THE FIRST FOOTNOTE, A SUBSEQUENT REFERENCE WOULD
Look Like: Dog, “THe ART of CITATION,” 122. IF CITING THE SAME PAGE AS THE PREVIOUS MENTION, THE PAGE NUMBER MIGHT
BE OMITTED, OR THE WORD “IBID.” (MEANING "IN THE SAME PLACE”) MIGHT BE USED IF THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING FOOTNOTE
REFERS TO THE SAME SOURCE AND PAGE. HOWEVER, THE USE OF “IBID.” IS BECOMING LESS COMMON IN FAVOR OF THE SHORTENED
NOTE.

HANDLING DIFFERENT SOURCE T YPES IN CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES

THE COMPLEXITY OF CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES IN TEXT CITATIONS ARISES IN PART FROM THE DIVERSE RANGE OF SOURCE
MATERIALS SCHOLARS UTILIZE. EACH TYPE OF SOURCE—BOOKS, JOURNAL ARTICLES, WEBSITES, INTERVIEWS, ARCHIVAL
MATERIALS, AND MORE—HAS ITS OWN SPECIFIC CITATION FORMAT. ADHERING TO THESE VARIATIONS ACCURATELY IS CRUCIAL
FOR PRESENTING A PROFESSIONAL AND WELL-RESEARCHED DOCUMENT. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE PROVIDES DETAILED
GUIDELINES FOR VIRTUALLY EVERY IMAGINABLE SOURCE, ENSURING A CONSISTENT AND COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO CITATION.

(UNDERSTANDING HOW TO CITE THESE DIFFERENT FORMATS ENSURES THAT YOUR READERS HAVE ALL THE NECESSARY
INFORMATION TO FIND YOUR SOURCES. FOR INSTANCE, CITING AN ONLINE ARTICLE REQUIRES DIFFERENT ELEMENTS THAN CITING A
HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPT. THE GOAL IS ALWAYS TO PROVIDE ENOUGH DETAIL FOR UNAMBIGUOUS IDENTIFICATION AND
RETRIEVAL, REGARDLESS OF THE SOURCE'S NATURE. THIS COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO SOURCE CITATION IS A HALLMARK OF
THE CHICAGO STYLE.



CiTINnG Books AND CHAPTERS

FOR A COMPLETE BOOK CITATION IN THE FIRST FOOTNOTE: JOHN SMITH, THE HisToRrY of IpEas (CHICAGO: UNIVERSITY OF
CHicaGo Press, 2020), 45.

FOR A CHAPTER WITHIN AN EDITED BOOK: MARY JoNES, “EARLY CIVILIZATIONS,” IN ANCIENT WORLDS, ED. DAVID Lee (New
York: OxForD UNIVERSITY Press, 2018), 78.

SHORTENED NOTES FOR SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES TO THE BOOK WOULD BE: SMITH, HISTORY OF IDEAS, 99. FOR THE CHAPTER,
IT wouLD Bt: Jones, “EARLY CiviLizaTIons,” 85.

CITING JOURNAL ARTICLES AND PERIODICALS

A FIRST FOOTNOTE FOR A JOURNAL ARTICLE TYPICALLY INCLUDES: SARAH BROWN, “THE IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY,” JOURNAL
oF Mopern STUpIES 15, No. 2 (2022): 210-225. THE PAGE NUMBER CITED IN THE FOOTNOTE WOULD BE THE SPECIFIC PAGE
YOU ARE REFERENCING WITHIN THE ARTICLE, FOR EXAMPLE, 2 15.

SHORTENED NOTES WOULD FOLLOW THE PATTERN: BROWN, “IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY,” 2 18. IF THE ARTICLE IS PAGINATED
CONTINUOUSLY THROUGHOUT A VOLUME, THE ISSUE NUMBER MIGHT BE OMITTED.

CITING ONLINE RESOURCES AND WEBSITES

CITING ONLINE SOURCES REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION TO PROVIDE STABLE ACCESS POINTS. FOR A WEBPAGE: EMILY WHITE,
"UNDERSTANDING CITATION STYLES,” LAST MopIFiED Decemeer 1, 2023, ACCESSED JANUARY 15, 2024,
HTTPS://WW W .EXAMPLE.COM/CITATION-STYLES. THE ACCESSED DATE IS IMPORTANT AS WEB CONTENT CAN CHANGE.

IF A SPECIFIC AUTHOR IS NOT LISTED, YOU WOULD START WITH THE TITLE OF THE PAGE OR THE NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION.
SHORTENED NOTES FOR WEBSITES CAN BE CHALLENGING IF THERE ISN'T A CLEAR AUTHOR AND TITLE, OFTEN, THE ORGANIZATION
NAME OR A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE PAGE TITLE IS USED, FOLLOWED BY THE PAGE NUMBER IF APPLICABLE OR A REFERENCE TO
THE ACCESSED DATE.

CoMMoN CHALLENGES AND SoLUTIONS WITH CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES

W/HILE THE PRINCIPLES OF CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES IN TEXT CITATIONS ARE WELL-DEFINED, APPLYING THEM IN PRACTICE CAN
PRESENT CHALLENGES. ONE COMMON HURDLE IS MANAGING A LARGE NUMBER OF SOURCES, WHICH CAN MAKE MAINTAINING
ACCURATE AND CONSISTENT NUMBERING DIFFICULT. ANOTHER IS DEALING WITH LESS CONVENTIONAL SOURCE MATERIALS, SUCH
AS ORAL HISTORIES, UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS, OR DIGITAL MEDIA, FOR WHICH STANDARD TEMPLATES MIGHT NOT IMMEDIATELY
APPLY. |T’S ALSO EASY TO MAKE MINOR ERRORS IN PUNCTUATION OR THE ORDER OF ELEMENTS, WHICH CAN DETRACT FROM THE
OVERALL PROFESSIONALISM OF THE WORK.

FOETUNATELY, MOST CHALLENGES CAN BE OVERCOME WITH CAREFUL ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING
oF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE. UTILIZING CITATION MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE CAN ASSIST WITH ORGANIZATION AND
FORMATTING, THOUGH IT'S CRUCIAL TO REVIEW THE SOFTWARE'S OUTPUT FOR ACCURACY. W/HEN IN DOUBT, CONSULTING THE
LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OR A RELIABLE STYLE GUIDE IS THE BEST COURSE OF ACTION TO ENSURE
COMPLIANCE.

DEALING WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS AND EDITORS

\W/HEN CITING WORKS WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS, THE CHICAGO STYLE HAS SPECIFIC RULES. FOR TWO AUTHORS, BOTH NAMES
ARE LISTED. FOR THREE OR MORE AUTHORS, THE FIRST AUTHOR'S NAME IS GIVEN, FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” (LATIN FOR “AND
OTHERS”). EDITORS ARE TREATED SIMILARLY, WITH THEIR ROLE INDICATED BY “ED.” OR “EDS.” AFTER THEIR NAME.

IT'S ESSENTIAL TO PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE USE OF “AND” VERSUS """ AND THE CORRECT PLACEMENT OF COMMAS AND
PARENTHESES IN THESE COMPLEX CITATIONS. FOR SHORTENED NOTES WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS, THE FIRST AUTHOR'S NAME



FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” IS GENERALLY USED.

CITING WoRKkS WITH No AUTHOR or PuBLICATION DATE

IN CASES WHERE A WORK LACKS AN AUTHOR, THE CITATION BEGINS WITH THE TITLE OF THE WORK. FOR ONLINE ARTICLES
WITHOUT AN AUTHOR, YOU WOULD START WITH THE TITLE OF THE ARTICLE. IF A PUBLICATION DATE IS MISSING, YOU CAN USE
“N.D.” (NO DATE) IN ITS PLACE. FOR EXAMPLE, A BOOK WITH NO AUTHOR AND NO DATE MIGHT BE CITED AS: A MYSTERIOUS
Tome (NP ND.), 15. “NP.” STANDS FOR “NO PLACE OF PUBLICATION.”

W/HEN CITING ONLINE SOURCES WITHOUT A DATE, THE “LAsT MobiFiep” DATE, IF AVAILABLE, CAN BE USED. IF NO DATE
INFORMATION IS PRESENT, IT'S CRUCIAL TO STATE THAT CLEARLY USING THE APPROPRIATE ABBREVIATION TO AVOID
MISREPRESENTING THE SOURCE'S AGE AND POTENTIAL RELEVANCE.

THe Use of “Ieip.” anp “Op. CIT.”

THe TerMS “IgID.” (FROM THE LATIN IBIDEM, MEANING “IN THE SAME PLACE”) AND “OpP. CIT.” (FROM THE LATIN OPERE CITATO,
MEANING "IN THE WORK CITED”) ARE TRADITIONAL ELEMENTS OF FOOTNOTE CITATION THAT ARE STILL RECOGNIZED, THOUGH
THEIR USAGE IS DECLINING. “|BID.” IS USED WHEN THE FOOTNOTE BEING WRITTEN IS FOR THE SAME SOURCE AND THE SAME PAGE
AS THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING FOOTNOTE. IF THE PAGE NUMBER IS DIFFERENT, THEN “IBID., [NEW PAGE NUMBER]” IS USED.

“Op. CIT.” WAS USED TO REFER BACK TO A PREVIOUSLY CITED WORK BY THE SAME AUTHOR, BUT NOT THE IMMEDIATELY
PRECEDING ONE. HOWEVER, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE NOW STRONGLY RECOMMENDS USING SHORTENED NOTES INSTEAD
oF “leip.” AND “Op. CIT.” FOR CLARITY AND SIMPLICITY. WHILE YOU MAY ENCOUNTER THESE TERMS IN OLDER TEXTS, MODERN
SCHOLARSHIP GENERALLY FAVORS THE SHORTENED NOTE SYSTEM FOR ITS STRAIGHTFORWARDNESS AND REDUCED POTENTIAL FOR
CONFUSION.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE FUNDAMENT AL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES AND
ENDNOTES?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN THEIR PLACEMENT. CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTES APPEAR AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE
WHERE THE REFERENCE IS MADE IN THE TEXT, OFFERING IMMEDIATE ACCESS. ENDNOTES/ CONVERSELY, ARE COLLECTED AT THE END
OF A CHAPTER OR THE ENTIRE DOCUMENT, REQUIRING THE READER TO NAVIGATE AWAY FROM THE MAIN TEXT TO FIND CITATION
DETAILS.

Q: Do | NEED TO INCLUDE THE FULL CITATION FOR EVERY FOOTNOTE, EVEN IF I'VE CITED
THE SOURCE BEFORE?

A: NO, CHICAGO STYLE DISTINGUISHES BETWEEN FIRST AND SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES. THE VERY FIRST TIME YOU CITE A
SOURCE, YOU PROVIDE A FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION IN THE FOOTNOTE. FOR ALL SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS OF THE SAME
SOURCE, YOU USE A SHORTENED NOTE FORMAT, TYPICALLY INCLUDING THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, A SHORTENED TITLE, AND THE
PAGE NUMBER.

Q: How DO | HANDLE CITING A WEBSITE THAT HAS NO AUTHOR LISTED?

A: WHEN A WEBSITE LACKS AN AUTHOR, YOU BEGIN THE CITATION WITH THE TITLE OF THE WEBPAGE OR, IF NO SPECIFIC PAGE
TITLE IS PROMINENT, THE NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION THAT PUBLISHES THE WEBSITE. YOU WOULD THEN PROCEED WITH OTHER
RELEVANT DETAILS LIKE THE WEBSITE TITLE, PUBLICATION DATE (OR LAST MODIFIED DATE), AND THE URL.



QI CAN | USE THE SAME FOOTNOTE NUMBER MULTIPLE TIMES FOR DIFFERENT SOURCES?

A: ABSOLUTELY NOT. EACH FOOTNOTE NUMBER IN CHICAGO STYLE IS UNIQUE AND CORRESPONDS TO A SPECIFIC SOURCE AND
CITATION. IF YOU ARE CITING MULTIPLE SOURCES WITHIN THE SAME PARAGRAPH OR SENTENCE, EACH DISTINCT SOURCE WILL
RECEIVE ITS OWN SEQUENTIAL FOOTNOTE NUMBER.

Q: WHAT poEes “N.p.” MEAN IN A CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTE?

A: “N.D.” IS AN ABBREVIATION FOR “NO DATE.” |T IS USED WHEN A SOURCE, SUCH AS A BOOK OR AN ARTICLE, DOES NOT
PROVIDE A PUBLICATION DATE. ITS INCLUSION SIGNIFIES THAT YOU HAVE CHECKED FOR A DATE AND NONE WAS AVAILABLE,
THUS ACCURATELY REPRESENTING THE INFORMATION YOU HAVE.

Q: How po | CITE A SOURCE THAT HAS MULTIPLE AUTHORS IN CHICAGO STYLE
FOOTNOTES?

A: FOR WORKS WITH TWO AUTHORS, LIST BOTH NAMES IN THE CITATION. FOR WORKS WITH THREE OR MORE AUTHORS,
CHICAGO STYLE TYPICALLY CALLS FOR LISTING ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR'S NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” (AN ABBREVIATION
FOR ET ALIA, MEANING “AND OTHERS").

QZ IS THERE A SPECIFIC ORDER FOR ELEMENTS IN A CHICAGO STYLE FOOTNOTE?

A: YESI THERE IS A SPECIFIC ORDER DICTATED BY THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE, WHICH GENERALLY FOLLOWS AUTHOR,
TITLE, PUBLICATION INFORMATION, AND THEN PAGE NUMBER. HO\X/EVER, THE EXACT ORDER AND PUNCTUATION CAN VARY
SLIGHTLY DEPENDING ON WHETHER YOU ARE CITING A BOOK, JOURNAL ARTICLE, WEBSITE, OR ANOTHER TYPE OF SOURCE.

Q: How Do | kKNOW WHEN TO USE A SUPERSCRIPT NUMBER FOR A FOOTNOTE?

A: THE SUPERSCRIPT NUMBER SHOULD BE PLACED DIRECTLY AFTER THE W ORD, PHRASE, OR SENTENCE TO WHICH THE CITATION
REFERS. |T TYPICALLY FOLLOWS PUNCTUATION MARKS SUCH AS PERIODS, COMMAS, SEMICOLONS, AND QUESTION MARKS,
ENSURING THAT THE READER KNOWS PRECISELY WHAT PIECE OF INFORMATION IS BEING CITED.
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