
chicago style footnote paper
chicago style footnote paper, a crucial element for academic and scholarly writing, demands
meticulous attention to detail and adherence to specific formatting guidelines. Mastering this
citation style ensures the credibility of your research by properly attributing sources and avoiding
plagiarism. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of constructing a Chicago style
footnote paper, covering everything from understanding the fundamental principles of Chicago notes
and bibliography to specific formatting requirements for various source types. We will explore the
nuances of in-text citations, the structure of the bibliography, and common pitfalls to avoid. Whether
you are a student or a seasoned researcher, this article aims to provide you with the knowledge and
tools necessary to produce polished and impeccably formatted Chicago style papers.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is one of the most widely used and respected style guides in
academia, particularly prevalent in the humanities and some social sciences. It offers a
comprehensive set of rules and recommendations for preparing manuscripts for publication or for
academic submission. Its flexibility allows for two primary systems of citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. For the purpose of this guide, we will focus exclusively on the
notes-bibliography system, which is commonly referred to when discussing a "Chicago style footnote
paper."

This system relies on numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text and a
corresponding bibliography at the end of the paper. The underlying principle is to provide readers
with clear and concise information about the sources consulted, allowing them to easily locate and
verify the information presented in your work. Adhering to CMOS not only lends authority to your
writing but also demonstrates your commitment to academic integrity.

The Role of Footnotes and Endnotes in Chicago Style
In the notes-bibliography system of the Chicago Manual of Style, footnotes and endnotes serve a
dual purpose. They are the primary mechanism for citing sources within the body of your paper and
also provide a space for supplementary information that does not fit smoothly into the main text.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are
collected at the end of the document, before the bibliography.

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is often a matter of personal preference or
instructor/publisher requirements. Footnotes offer the advantage of immediate reference for the



reader, as the citation appears on the same page as the text. Endnotes, on the other hand, can keep
the main body of the text cleaner and more fluid. Regardless of the choice, each note is assigned a
superscript number that corresponds to a numbered entry in either the footnote section or the
endnote section.

When to Use Notes
Notes are essential for several reasons beyond simple citation. They are used to:

Attribute specific pieces of information, ideas, or direct quotations to their original sources.

Provide the full bibliographic details for a source upon its first citation.

Subsequent citations of the same source typically use a shortened format.

Offer additional commentary, explanations, or tangential information that would disrupt the
flow of the main text.

Acknowledge personal communications.

Crafting Chicago Style Footnotes: A Detailed
Breakdown
The creation of accurate and consistent footnotes is the cornerstone of a Chicago style footnote
paper. Each footnote contains specific bibliographic information, formatted according to CMOS
guidelines. The first time a source is cited, the footnote should be a "full note," providing complete
details. Subsequent citations of the same source can be significantly shortened.

First Footnote Citation
The format of a full footnote varies depending on the type of source. For a book, a typical first
footnote might look like this:

1. Author's First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication), Page Number.

For example:

1. Jane Doe, The History of Academic Writing (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45.

For a journal article, the format would be:

2. Author's First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Number.

For example:

2. John Smith, "Citation Practices in Academia," Journal of Scholarly Communication 15, no. 2
(2019): 112.



Subsequent Footnote Citations
After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are shortened. This "short
note" typically includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the page number.

Example using the book from above:

3. Doe, History of Academic Writing, 78.

Example using the journal article from above:

4. Smith, "Citation Practices," 115.

If you are citing the exact same page as the previous note, you can use "Ibid." (Latin for "in the same
place") followed by the page number. If it's the same source but a different page:

5. Ibid., 120.

Note: "Ibid." is only used when the preceding note refers to the immediately preceding source. If
another source intervenes, you must use the short note format.

The Bibliography in Chicago Style
The bibliography, placed at the end of your Chicago style footnote paper, provides a comprehensive
alphabetical list of all the sources you have cited in your footnotes or endnotes. Unlike footnotes,
which can include supplementary material, the bibliography is strictly for listing sources. Every
source that appears in your notes should also appear in your bibliography, and vice versa.

The primary difference in formatting between footnotes and the bibliography lies in the order of the
author's name and the punctuation. In the bibliography, the author's last name comes first, followed
by a comma, and then their first name. The title of the work is italicized, and publication information
is presented differently. The goal is to provide enough information for a reader to locate the source
without further assistance.

Bibliography Entry Format
For a book, the bibliography entry mirrors the full footnote but with a crucial difference in name
order and punctuation:

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Doe, Jane. The History of Academic Writing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

For a journal article:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Numbers.

Example:

Smith, John. "Citation Practices in Academia." Journal of Scholarly Communication 15, no. 2 (2019):
110–130.



Common Source Types and Their Formatting
Chicago style accommodates a vast array of source materials, and each has its specific formatting
requirements for both footnotes and bibliography entries. Familiarizing yourself with the most
common types is essential for consistently producing a polished Chicago style footnote paper.

Books
As demonstrated, books are a foundational source type. The key elements are author, title,
publication details, and page number for notes.

Journal Articles
Journal articles require author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, publication year, and page
range. Ensure accuracy in citing the specific pages referenced in your notes.

Websites and Online Sources
Citing online sources can be complex due to the ever-changing nature of the internet. Include author
(if available), title of the specific page or article, name of the website, publication or last updated
date (if available), and the URL. Crucially, include an access date.

Example Footnote:

5. "Guide to Chicago Style," The Purdue OWL, last modified October 26, 2023,
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_mla_apa_styles/chicago_style/chicago_ma
nual_of_style_17th_edition.html.

Example Bibliography:

The Purdue OWL. "Guide to Chicago Style." Last modified October 26, 2023.
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_mla_apa_styles/chicago_style/chicago_ma
nual_of_style_17th_edition.html.

Chapters in Edited Books
When citing a chapter from an edited book, you must include the chapter author, chapter title, the
editor(s) of the book, the book title, publication details, and the page numbers of the chapter.

Example Footnote:

6. Mary Jones, "The Evolution of Citation," in Academic Integrity Matters, ed. Robert Green (New
York: Academic Press, 2021), 55.

Example Bibliography:

Jones, Mary. "The Evolution of Citation." In Academic Integrity Matters, edited by Robert Green,
48–70. New York: Academic Press, 2021.



Formatting Your Chicago Style Footnote Paper
Beyond the citation elements themselves, the overall formatting of your Chicago style footnote paper
contributes significantly to its professionalism and readability. Adhering to these standards ensures
consistency and clarity.

Page Layout and Margins
Standard academic formatting typically dictates one-inch margins on all sides of the page. Double-
spacing is generally required for the main body text, though footnotes themselves are often single-
spaced with a double space between entries. Your instructor or publisher will often specify exact
spacing requirements.

Font and Font Size
A clear and readable font is paramount. Times New Roman or Arial are common choices, usually in a
12-point size for the main text. Footnotes are typically rendered in a slightly smaller font size, such
as 10-point, to visually distinguish them from the main body.

Numbering of Notes
Superscript numbers are used in the text to indicate the presence of a note. These numbers should
appear sequentially throughout the document, restarting at “1” only for new sections if explicitly
instructed, but typically continuing from the beginning of the paper to the end. The corresponding
note number at the beginning of each footnote or endnote entry should also be superscript.

Placement of Footnotes
If using footnotes, they are placed at the bottom of the page where the superscript number appears.
Ensure there is adequate space for the footnote text without it running onto the next page. If a
footnote is too long, it may be split, but this is generally discouraged if avoidable.

Avoiding Common Errors in Chicago Style Citation
Even experienced writers can sometimes stumble when applying complex citation styles. Being
aware of common pitfalls can save you considerable revision time and ensure the integrity of your
Chicago style footnote paper.

Inconsistent Formatting
One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency. This can manifest in variations in punctuation,
capitalization, or the inclusion/omission of certain elements within notes or bibliography entries. For
example, some notes might include the year of publication while others omit it, or titles might be



italicized inconsistently.

Incorrect Author Name Order
Remember that footnotes use the standard First Name Last Name order, while bibliography entries
reverse this to Last Name, First Name. This is a common oversight.

Omitting Essential Information
Forgetting to include page numbers in notes, the URL and access date for online sources, or the
publisher's location for books can render a citation incomplete and unusable. Always double-check
that all necessary components are present for each source type.

Misusing "Ibid."
As mentioned, "Ibid." should only be used when the immediately preceding note cites the same
source. Using it erroneously can lead to reader confusion and citation errors.

Plagiarism
The most severe error is, of course, plagiarism. This occurs when you fail to attribute ideas, words,
or data to their original sources. Even accidental omissions in citation can be construed as
plagiarism, highlighting the importance of meticulous footnote creation.

Advanced Chicago Style Formatting Considerations
While the core principles of Chicago style are relatively straightforward, certain situations require
more nuanced application of the rules. Understanding these advanced considerations can elevate
your Chicago style footnote paper to a professional level.

Citing Multiple Authors
For works with two or three authors, list all authors in both footnotes and bibliography. For works
with four or more authors, list only the first author followed by "et al." (and others) in footnotes, but
list all authors in the bibliography.

Works with No Author
If a work lacks an author, begin the citation with the title of the work. In the bibliography, the entry
will be alphabetized by title. In footnotes, the title will also be the first element.



Revised Editions and Subsequent Editions
When citing a revised or later edition of a book, be sure to indicate this. In the footnote, you might
note "rev. ed." after the title. In the bibliography, you would follow the title with information about
the edition. For example:

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Revised edition. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication.

Dissertations and Theses
These require specific formatting including the author, title of the dissertation, the degree sought,
the university granting the degree, and the year of completion.

Legal and Historical Documents
Chicago style has specific, often more detailed, guidelines for citing legal cases, statutes,
constitutions, and historical manuscripts that deviate from standard book or article formats.
Consulting the manual directly for these specialized sources is highly recommended.

Citing Within a Citation
If you are citing a source that itself is referencing another source, Chicago style generally advises
against this practice if at all possible. If absolutely necessary, cite the secondary source but make it
clear that you are quoting or paraphrasing from a work that discussed the original source.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the main difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference is their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
citation is made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document, before the bibliography.
The content and formatting of the note itself are identical.

Q: How do I cite a website that has no clear publication date?
A: If a website has no publication or last updated date, use the access date. The format typically
looks like: Author (if known), "Page Title," Website Name, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.



Q: Can I use abbreviations in Chicago style footnotes?
A: Yes, Chicago style allows for the use of standard abbreviations for terms like "editor" (ed.),
"editors" (eds.), "volume" (vol.), "pages" (pp.), and Latin abbreviations like "i.e." and "e.g." However,
avoid unnecessary abbreviations.

Q: When should I use the short note format versus the full
note format for a source?
A: The full note format is used for the first citation of a source in your paper. All subsequent citations
of that same source should use the short note format, which includes the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title, and the page number.

Q: Is there a specific font size I must use for Chicago style
footnotes?
A: While not as strictly mandated as the content, it is conventional to use a slightly smaller font size
for footnotes than for the main body text to visually distinguish them, typically 10-point font if the
body text is 12-point.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in a Chicago style
paper?
A: The bibliography provides a comprehensive, alphabetical list of all sources cited within the paper.
It allows readers to easily locate and consult the original sources referenced.

Q: How do I handle citing two works by the same author in my
Chicago style paper?
A: In your bibliography, after the first entry by that author, subsequent entries will use three
hyphens followed by a period (---.) in place of the author's name to indicate repetition. In footnotes,
you will use the short note format for each work, distinguishing them by their titles.

Q: Is it acceptable to cite an online article that I found
through a database using its DOI instead of a URL?
A: Yes, if an online article has a DOI (Digital Object Identifier), it is generally preferred over a URL,
as DOIs are permanent and stable identifiers. Ensure you follow the CMOS guidelines for DOI
inclusion.
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