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Chicago Style Footnote Format Examples: A
Comprehensive Guide
chicago style footnote format examples are crucial for academic and professional writing,
ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. This guide delves into the intricacies of the
Chicago Manual of Style's footnote and bibliography system, providing clear, actionable examples for
various source types. Understanding how to cite books, journal articles, websites, and other materials
is fundamental to scholarly integrity. We will explore the specific punctuation, capitalization, and
ordering of elements required for accurate citations, equipping you with the knowledge to confidently
format your footnotes and bibliography entries. Mastering these citation styles not only demonstrates
respect for intellectual property but also enhances the credibility and clarity of your own work, making
your research accessible and verifiable for your readers.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Footnote System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. This article focuses exclusively on the Notes and Bibliography
system, which is widely adopted in the humanities, including literature, history, and the arts. In this
system, numbered notes appear at the bottom of the page or at the end of the document,
corresponding to superscript numbers within the text. These notes provide detailed bibliographic
information for the sources consulted, with a full citation typically appearing on the first reference to a
source, followed by a shortened form for subsequent references. This method allows readers to easily
locate the exact source of information without disrupting the flow of the main text.

The purpose of the footnote system is to provide readers with precise details about the origin of



information presented in your writing. Each superscript number in the text directly links to a
corresponding note, which contains the author, title, publication details, and page number of the
source. This meticulous approach ensures transparency and allows for easy verification of your
research. Furthermore, the Chicago style emphasizes clarity and consistency in formatting, which is
why understanding the specific rules for each element is paramount for any writer employing this
citation method.

Core Components of a Chicago Style Footnote

A typical Chicago style footnote, especially for a first reference to a book, includes several key
components arranged in a specific order. This order and punctuation are vital for maintaining the
correct format. The author's name, followed by the title of the work, publication information (city,
publisher, year), and finally, the specific page number(s) being referenced. Each element has a
defined role in identifying the source completely.

For subsequent references to the same source, Chicago style uses a shortened note format. This
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number. The
exact shortening conventions depend on the length and type of title, but the goal is to be concise yet
informative enough for the reader to easily identify the source, often with a quick glance back at the
first full note or the bibliography.

Chicago Style Footnote Examples for Books

Citing books is a fundamental aspect of the Chicago style. The format for a book citation varies
slightly depending on whether it's a single-author work, an edited volume, or a book with multiple
authors. Pay close attention to the use of commas, periods, and italics, as these are critical for
accurate formatting.

First Reference to a Book (Single Author)
When you cite a book for the first time, you provide a comprehensive citation in your footnote. This
includes the author's full name, the book's title italicized, the city of publication, the publisher's name,
and the year of publication, followed by the specific page number you are referencing.

Example: 1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Classics, 2003), 45.



Subsequent Reference to a Book (Single Author)
For any subsequent mentions of the same book, a shortened footnote is used. This abbreviation
makes your footnotes less cluttered while still providing enough information for identification. The
author's last name, a shortened title (usually the first few significant words), and the page number are
included.

Example: 2. Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 112.

Book with Two or Three Authors
For books with two or three authors, all author names are listed in the footnote. The first author's
name is listed in normal order, but subsequent authors' names are listed in reverse order (last name
first).

Example: 3. Michael Pollan and Laurie Garrett, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of
Four Meals (New York: Penguin Press, 2006), 88.

Book with More Than Three Authors
If a book has more than three authors, the Chicago style typically lists only the first author's name
followed by "et al." in the footnote. The full list of authors would appear in the bibliography.

Example: 4. John Smith et al., The History of Ideas (London: Academic Press, 2015), 201.

Edited Book
When citing an edited book where you are referencing an editor's work or the book itself, you include
the editor's name(s) along with the title and publication details. The editor is usually indicated by
"ed." for a single editor or "eds." for multiple editors.

Example: 5. Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, ed. Johanna Smith (New York: Oxford University Press,
1998), 150.

Chicago Style Footnote Examples for Journal Articles

Journal articles are a common source in academic research, and their citation format requires specific



elements to accurately identify the publication. The structure includes author, article title, journal
title, volume and issue numbers, date, and page range.

First Reference to a Journal Article
The initial citation of a journal article in a footnote demands complete information to pinpoint the
article precisely within the vast landscape of academic publications. This includes the author's full
name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title italicized, the volume and issue numbers,
the publication date, and the specific page referenced.

Example: 6. Emily Carter, "The Impact of Digital Media on Political Discourse," Journal of
Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (Spring 2018): 215.

Subsequent Reference to a Journal Article
Similar to books, subsequent references to the same journal article are shortened for conciseness.
This helps maintain readability without sacrificing the necessary identifying information.

Example: 7. Carter, "Digital Media," 220.

Article from an Online Journal (with DOI)
When citing an article found online, especially one with a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it's crucial to
include the DOI for permanent accessibility. The DOI acts as a persistent link to the article.

Example: 8. David Lee, "Urban Planning in the 21st Century," Urban Studies Quarterly 12, no. 4
(December 2020): 105, doi:10.1177/0042098020973640.

Chicago Style Footnote Examples for Websites and
Online Sources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to ensure the citation remains relevant as web content
can change. Key elements include author (if available), title of the specific page or article, website
name, publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL.



Website with Author and Date
For web pages with clear authorship and publication dates, the format closely resembles that of other
published works, but with the inclusion of the URL.

Example: 9. John Adams, "Understanding Climate Change," National Geographic, last modified
October 15, 2023, https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change.

Website without Author or Date
When an author or publication date is not readily apparent, you adapt the format accordingly. The
title of the page or article becomes more prominent, and you include the website name and the
access date if a publication date is unavailable.

Example: 10. "Global Economic Trends." The Economist, accessed November 1, 2023,
https://www.economist.com/economic-trends.

Online Article from a Newspaper or Magazine
Articles from online news sources follow a similar pattern, often including the publication name, date,
and URL. If the article has a distinct title, that is also included.

Example: 11. Sarah Chen, "New Tech Innovations Unveiled," The New York Times, November 5,
2023, https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/05/tech-innovations.

Chicago Style Footnote Examples for Other Common
Sources

Beyond books and articles, academic research often draws from a variety of other sources, each with
its own specific citation requirements. Accurately citing these diverse materials is essential for
scholarly rigor.

Chapter in an Edited Book
When you reference a specific chapter within a larger edited collection, you need to cite both the
chapter author and the editor of the collection, along with the book's publication details.

Example: 12. Michael Foucault, "What Is an Author?" in The Foucault Reader, ed. Paul Rabinow



(New York: Pantheon Books, 1984), 101-120.

Dissertation or Thesis
Citing dissertations and theses requires identifying the author, the title, the type of work (dissertation
or thesis), the university that granted the degree, and the year of completion.

Example: 13. Jessica Lee, "The Social Impact of Artificial Intelligence" (PhD diss., Stanford
University, 2022), 75.

Lecture or Presentation
When referring to a lecture or presentation, you should include the speaker's name, the title of the
lecture (if it has one), the event or course it was part of, and the date and location it was given.

Example: 14. Dr. Alan Turing, "On Computable Numbers," lecture given at the University of
Manchester, May 7, 1936.

The Role of the Bibliography in Chicago Style

While footnotes provide immediate source identification within the text, the bibliography serves as a
comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources cited in the paper. This list appears at the end of the
document and provides full bibliographic details for every source. The bibliography allows readers to
easily locate and consult the original works used in your research.

The bibliography entries are formatted similarly to the first footnote reference but without the specific
page numbers for every citation. The primary difference lies in the ordering of the author's name (last
name first for all authors, even the first one) and the omission of superscript numbers. This
consistent, alphabetical presentation is a hallmark of Chicago style.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style Footnotes

Despite careful attention, writers often make recurring errors when applying the Chicago style. Being
aware of these common pitfalls can help you avoid them and ensure the accuracy and



professionalism of your work.

Inconsistent punctuation: Mixing up commas, periods, and colons between different elements of
the citation.

Incorrect italicization: Forgetting to italicize book titles and journal titles, or italicizing article
titles incorrectly.

Order of elements: Failing to list author names, titles, and publication information in the
prescribed sequence.

Missing information: Omitting crucial details like the publisher, year of publication, or specific
page numbers.

Formatting of subsequent notes: Not using the shortened note format correctly or too many
subsequent notes for a single source.

Ensuring all elements are present and correctly formatted, from the author's name to the page
number, is paramount. Double-checking against a reliable Chicago Manual of Style guide or reputable
online resources is highly recommended. Attention to detail in your footnotes directly translates to
the credibility of your research and the overall polish of your written work.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between a footnote and a
bibliography entry in Chicago style?
A: The main difference is that a footnote provides a specific page number for the material being cited,
and a bibliography entry provides a full citation for all sources used without specific page references
for each instance of use. Footnotes also use superscript numbers in the text.

Q: How do I format a book title in a Chicago style footnote?
A: Book titles in Chicago style footnotes are italicized. For example, The Great Gatsby.

Q: What should I do if a website does not have an author
listed?
A: If a website does not list an author, you start the citation with the title of the specific page or
article. Then, you include the name of the website and the URL.



Q: How do I cite a source that I accessed through a university
library's database?
A: You cite it as you would the original source (e.g., a journal article or book), but you may also
include the database name and, if available, the DOI or stable URL provided by the database.

Q: When should I use the shortened note format for a source
I've already cited?
A: You use the shortened note format for any subsequent references to a source after its first full
citation. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

Q: Do I need to include the URL for every online source in
Chicago style?
A: Yes, for online sources, it is generally recommended to include the URL to allow readers to access
the material directly.

Q: How do I cite a source with multiple editions in Chicago
style?
A: When citing a source with multiple editions, you should cite the edition you used. This is typically
indicated in the publication information, for example, "2nd ed."

Q: Can I use "Ibid." in my Chicago style footnotes?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style generally discourages the use of "Ibid." in favor of the shortened note
format for clarity and consistency, especially in digital contexts. However, some instructors may still
permit it.
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