chicago style footnote format example

Understanding the Chicago Style Footnote Format: Examples and Best Practices

chicago style footnote format example is crucial for academic writers,
researchers, and anyone aiming to present meticulously referenced work. This
style, also known as the Notes and Bibliography system, is widely adopted in
the humanities, offering a robust method for citing sources directly within
the text using numbered footnotes or endnotes. Mastering this format ensures
clarity, credibility, and adherence to scholarly standards. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago style
footnote, providing clear examples for various source types and outlining
essential best practices for accurate and consistent citation. We will
explore how to format books, journal articles, websites, and other common
sources, ensuring you have the knowledge to apply this citation method
effectively.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The Notes and
Bibliography system, which is the focus here, utilizes numbered footnotes or
endnotes to cite sources. Each footnote or endnote corresponds to a
superscript number placed in the text immediately after the relevant
quotation or paraphrase. This system is particularly favored in fields such
as history, literature, and the arts, where extensive citation and
explanatory notes are common.

The fundamental principle of the Chicago style footnote is to provide
sufficient information for the reader to locate the original source. Unlike
parenthetical citations, footnotes allow for more detailed bibliographic
information and can also be used for supplementary commentary that might
otherwise disrupt the flow of the main text. The first time a source is
cited, the footnote should contain the full bibliographic details. Subsequent
citations of the same source can be shortened, often using a shortened title
and page number.



The Role of Superscript Numbers

Superscript numbers are the visual cues that link the text to its
corresponding citation. These numbers are placed sequentially throughout the
document, beginning with 1. It is essential to ensure that each number
corresponds correctly to its footnote. Consistency is key; if you are using
footnotes, all citations should be in footnotes, and if you opt for endnotes,
all citations should appear in the endnote section at the end of the paper.
The placement of the superscript number is typically at the end of a sentence
or clause, after any punctuation.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

While the Chicago style footnote format allows for both footnotes and
endnotes, they serve the same purpose of citation. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are collected
at the end of the document, chapter, or book. The choice between the two
often depends on personal preference, instructor guidelines, or publisher
requirements. Both require the same formatting for the citation details
themselves, differing only in their location within the document.

Formatting Footnotes for Books

Citing books in Chicago style footnotes requires specific attention to author
names, titles, publication information, and page numbers. The format ensures
that readers can easily identify and locate the exact edition of the book
used. When a book is cited for the first time, the footnote should include
the author's full name, the full title of the book (italicized), the city of
publication, the publisher, and the year of publication, followed by the
specific page number(s) being referenced.

First Footnote Citation for a Book

The first time you cite a book, the footnote will look like this:
Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number(s).

For example:

1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York: Penguin Classics, 2003), 45.

Note that the author's first name comes before their last name in the
footnote, and the book title is italicized. The publication details are



enclosed in parentheses.

Subsequent Footnote Citations for a Book

For subsequent citations of the same book, a shortened format is used. This
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title
(italicized), and the page number(s). If the author has multiple works cited,
the shortened title becomes even more important for differentiation.

The format for subsequent citations is:

Author Last Name, Shortened Title, page number(s).

For example, if you were to cite Pride and Prejudice again:
2. Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 78.

If the author's last name and the shortened title are the same for multiple
works by the same author, you would further distinguish them by using a
fuller version of the title in the subsequent note or by referring to the
first full note. However, for most practical purposes, the shortened title is
sufficient.

Books with Multiple Authors or Editors

When citing books with more than one author or editor, the naming convention
changes slightly. For the first footnote, if there are two authors, list
both. For three or more authors, list the first author followed by "et al."
(meaning "and others"). The same applies for editors.

Example with two authors:

3. John Smith and Mary Jones, The Art of Citation (London: Academic Press,
2010), 112.

Example with three or more authors:

4. Robert Williams et al., Advanced Research Techniques (Boston: University
Press, 2015), 201.

Formatting Footnotes for Journal Articles

Journal articles are a common source in academic writing, and their citation
in Chicago style requires specific elements. Similar to books, the first



footnote citation for a journal article includes comprehensive details, while
subsequent citations are shortened. Key components include the author's name,
article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication year, and
page numbers.

First Footnote Citation for a Journal Article

The first citation of a journal article includes the author's full name, the
article title (in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the
volume number, the issue number, the publication year, and the page
number(s).

The format is:

Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Title of Journal Volume, no.
Issue (Year): page number(s).

Here is an example:
5. David Lee, “The Impact of Digital Media on Public Discourse,” Journal of

Communication Studies 25, no. 3 (2018): 345.

The volume and issue numbers are often presented together, with "no."
preceding the issue number. The year is typically placed in parentheses.

Subsequent Footnote Citations for a Journal Article

Subsequent citations of the same journal article follow the shortened format,
which includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the article
title (in quotation marks), and the page number(s).

The format for subsequent citations is:

Author Last Name, “Shortened Article Title,” page number(s).

For example:
6. Lee, “Digital Media,” 348.

If the article title is very long, a shorter, representative part can be
used. Ensure it remains clear enough to identify the specific article.

Formatting Footnotes for Websites and Online



Sources

The digital age has made citing online sources increasingly important. The
Chicago style manual provides guidelines for citing websites, online
articles, and other digital content. The key challenge with online sources is
their potential for impermanence and changes in content. Therefore, providing
a stable URL and the date accessed is often recommended.

First Footnote Citation for a Website

When citing a webpage, include the author (if known), the title of the
specific page or article (in quotation marks), the name of the website
(italicized), the publication date or last updated date (if available), and
the URL. It is also good practice to include the date you accessed the page.

The format is:

Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Web Page,” Name of Website, Month Day,
Year (if available), accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Example:

7. Sarah Chen, “Understanding Climate Change Impacts,” National Geographic
Environment, October 26, 2022, accessed March 15, 2023,
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change-impacts.

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the web page. If no
publication or last updated date is available, omit that part and focus on
the accessed date.

Subsequent Footnote Citations for Online Sources

Subsequent citations for online sources follow a similar shortened format to
other source types. Include the author's last name, a shortened version of
the web page title (in quotation marks), and the page number (if applicable,
though less common for web pages unless there are distinct sections or
pagination). You can also refer to the specific footnote number for full
details if it is still unclear.

The format for subsequent citations is:
Author Last Name, “Shortened Title of Web Page.”

For example:

8. Chen, “Climate Change Impacts.”



Because web pages can change, it's often best to include the specific
footnote number if the shortened title alone is not sufficiently clear for
repeated references.

Formatting Footnotes for Other Source Types

Beyond books and journal articles, Chicago style accommodates a wide array of
other sources, including newspapers, magazines, dissertations, government
documents, and interviews. Each has its specific formatting requirements to
ensure accurate identification.

Newspaper Articles

For newspaper articles, include the author (if known), the article title (in
quotation marks), the newspaper name (italicized), the date of publication,
and the page number(s).

Format:

Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Newspaper Name, Month Day,
Year, page number(s).

Example:

9. Emily Davis, “City Council Approves New Zoning Laws,” The Chicago Tribune,
March 10, 2023, Bl.

Interviews

When citing interviews, provide the name of the interviewee, the type of
interview (e.g., personal interview, email interview), the date it took
place, and any relevant contextual information (e.g., location, affiliation).

Format:

Interviewee First Name Last Name (personal interview by Interviewer First
Name Last Name, Month Day, Year).

Example:

10. Robert Miller (personal interview by Sarah Lee, April 5, 2023).

For interviews that have been published or transcribed, cite them as you
would a published work, but clearly indicate the nature of the source.



Common Issues and Best Practices in Chicago
Style Footnotes

Adhering to the Chicago style footnote format can present challenges,
particularly with the sheer variety of source materials encountered in
research. Attention to detail is paramount. One common pitfall is
inconsistent application of punctuation or italicization. Another is the
incorrect differentiation between first and subsequent citations.

Ensuring Consistency

Consistency is the cornerstone of any citation style. Ensure that the
formatting of your notes is uniform throughout your document. This includes
capitalization, punctuation, and the use of italics or quotation marks.
Double-check that all authors' names are formatted correctly (first name then
last name for the first citation, last name only for subsequent ones).

When in Doubt, Be More Specific

If you are unsure about how to cite a particular source, it is generally
better to provide more information than too little. The primary goal of
citation is to enable your reader to find the source. If a shortened citation
could be ambiguous, use the full citation or refer to the first footnote
number that provides the full details.

Key practices to adopt include:

Carefully review the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.

Utilize citation management software, but always verify its output.

Proofread your footnotes meticulously before submission.

Consult your instructor or editor for specific guidelines or
clarifications.

By following these guidelines and paying close attention to the details, you
can effectively implement the Chicago style footnote format, enhancing the
credibility and professionalism of your academic or research work.



FAQ: Chicago Style Footnote Format Example

Q: What is the main difference between Chicago style
footnotes and endnotes?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement within the document.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while
endnotes are collected in a list at the end of the document. The formatting
of the citation itself remains the same for both.

Q: How do I cite a book that has multiple editions
in Chicago style footnotes?

A: When citing a book with multiple editions, always include the edition
number in your footnote if it is not the first edition. For example: Author
Last Name, Title of Book, Edition (City of Publication: Publisher, Year),
page number(s).

Q: What if I need to cite the same source multiple
times in a row in Chicago style footnotes?

A: If you cite the same source immediately after a previous citation of that
source, you can use the Latin abbreviation "Ibid." (meaning "in the same
place"). If the page number is also the same, simply use "Ibid." If the page
number differs, use "Ibid., page number(s)."

Q: How do I format the title of a website in a
Chicago style footnote?

A: Website titles are typically italicized in Chicago style footnotes,
similar to how book titles are treated. For example: Name of Website.

Q: Is it necessary to include the URL for all online
sources in Chicago style footnotes?

A: Including the URL for online sources is highly recommended by the Chicago
Manual of Style, especially for websites and online articles that may not
have stable print equivalents. It aids readers in locating the exact source.

Q: What is the best way to ensure accuracy when



using the Chicago style footnote format?

A: The most effective way to ensure accuracy is to consult the latest edition
of The Chicago Manual of Style and to meticulously proofread all your
citations. Using citation management software can help, but it's crucial to
verify its output against the official style guide.

Q: Can I use a shortened title for a subsequent
citation of an online source?

A: Yes, you can use a shortened title for subsequent citations of online
sources, just as you would for books or journal articles. The shortened title
should be placed in quotation marks and followed by the page number if
applicable or a reference to the specific footnote number for clarity.

Q: What information should I include if an online
source has no author or publication date?

A: If an online source has no author, begin the citation with the title of
the web page or article. If there is no publication or last updated date,
omit that element and prioritize including the date you accessed the source
and the URL.
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