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The Chicago Style Footnote Example Treaty: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style footnote example treaty citation is a crucial aspect of
academic and legal writing, particularly when referencing international
agreements or historical documents. Properly formatting these citations
ensures clarity, accuracy, and adherence to scholarly standards. This article
will delve into the intricacies of creating Chicago style footnotes for
treaties, covering essential elements, variations in formatting, and common
pitfalls to avoid. We will explore the specific requirements for citing
treaties, distinguishing between different types of treaty references, and
providing clear, actionable examples. Understanding these nuances is vital
for researchers, lawyers, and students aiming to produce high-quality work.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes for
Treaties

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a detailed framework for citing
various sources, including international treaties. The purpose of a footnote
in Chicago style is to provide immediate and specific information about the
source of a quotation or statement, allowing readers to easily locate and
verify the referenced material. When dealing with treaties, which are formal,
legally binding agreements between sovereign states or international
organizations, the citation needs to be precise to identify the specific
agreement, its parties, and its relevant provisions. This level of detail is
paramount in legal scholarship, international relations studies, and
historical research where the exact wording and context of a treaty can
significantly impact interpretation.

Key Components of a Treaty Footnote



A Chicago style footnote for a treaty generally comprises several key
elements that work together to uniquely identify the source. These components
ensure that anyone reading your work can find the exact treaty being
referenced, even if there are multiple agreements with similar titles or
among similar parties. Precision is the hallmark of good scholarly practice,
and treaty citations are no exception.

Treaty Title
The full and official title of the treaty is the foundational element of any
treaty citation. This should be as precise as possible, often including the
year of signing or adoption. For instance, "The North Atlantic Treaty" or
"The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons."

Parties to the Treaty
Identifying the primary parties involved in the treaty is essential. This
usually includes the names of the states or international organizations that
are signatories. For bilateral treaties, both parties are listed. For
multilateral treaties, it might be sufficient to refer to the general nature
of the agreement or list a representative selection of key parties if space
is limited and the context is clear.

Date of Signing or Entry into Force
The date the treaty was signed is often included, but the date it entered
into force is generally more critical for legal effect. Both can be important
depending on the context of your reference.

Treaty Series and Number
Most treaties are published in official collections or treaty series by
governments or international organizations. These series have unique
identifiers (e.g., United Nations Treaty Series, U.S. Treaties and Other
International Agreements). Including the volume number and the treaty number
within that series is crucial for definitive identification.

Specific Articles or Provisions
When referring to a particular section, article, or provision of the treaty,
this must be clearly indicated in the footnote. This allows readers to go
directly to the relevant part of the text without having to read the entire
document.



Citing Treaties in Different Contexts

The way a treaty is cited in Chicago style can vary slightly depending on
whether it is being referenced in a general academic paper, a legal brief, or
for internal administrative purposes. Understanding these nuances helps
ensure compliance with specific disciplinary expectations.

Academic Research
In academic research, the primary goal is to allow other scholars to access
and verify your information. Therefore, the citation should be comprehensive
and follow the established CMOS guidelines meticulously. This ensures the
integrity of your research and contributes to the scholarly discourse.

Legal Briefs and Scholarship
Legal writing often requires even greater specificity. For legal documents,
it's common to cite treaties using established legal citation manuals, such
as The Bluebook. However, when adhering to Chicago style for legal
scholarship that isn't a formal brief, the CMOS principles apply, but one
might lean towards more detailed treaty series and pinpoint citations.

International Relations and Political Science
Researchers in these fields will emphasize the context and impact of the
treaty. While adhering to CMOS, they might prioritize identifying the
specific historical moment or the key state actors involved, alongside the
formal treaty details.

Variations in Treaty Citation

Treaties are not a monolithic category, and their citation can reflect their
unique characteristics and how they are made available. Chicago style
acknowledges these variations to provide a flexible yet precise citation
system.

Bilateral vs. Multilateral Treaties
Bilateral treaties, involving only two parties, are often cited by listing
both parties. Multilateral treaties, involving three or more parties, may be
cited by referring to the commonly known name of the treaty and its



administering body or a prominent treaty series.

Treaties Published in Official Collections
Many treaties are found in official government treaty series (e.g., TIAS for
the United States) or international collections like the United Nations
Treaty Series (UNTS). The citation will include the specific volume and
treaty number from these collections.

Treaties Not Published in Official Collections
In some cases, a treaty might not be readily available in standard treaty
series. In such instances, researchers may need to cite the original
document, a reputable scholarly edition, or a government gazette where it was
officially published. The key is to provide enough information for the reader
to locate the source.

Treaties Referenced in Other Works
If you are referencing a treaty that is quoted or discussed within another
scholarly work, you may cite the secondary source. However, it is always best
practice, where possible, to consult the original treaty document for
accuracy.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Citing treaties can present unique challenges due to the complexity of
international law and the varied ways treaties are documented. Being aware of
these common issues can help prevent errors.

Finding the Official Text
One of the primary challenges is locating the authoritative text of a treaty.
Official treaty databases, government websites, and academic repositories are
invaluable resources. Always aim for the most official or widely accepted
version.

Determining Entry into Force Dates
The date a treaty becomes legally binding can be complex to ascertain,
especially for multilateral agreements with varying ratification schedules.
Official treaty registers or government sources usually provide this
information.



Abbreviating Treaty Titles
While it is good practice to spell out treaty titles fully in the first
reference, subsequent references within the same work can sometimes use
shortened titles or abbreviations, especially if the treaty is frequently
cited. However, this should be done with caution and clarity.

Pinpoint Citations for Treaty Provisions
Ensuring accurate pinpoint citations to specific articles or sections is
crucial. Double-checking the article numbering and text is essential to avoid
misinterpretations.

Examples of Chicago Style Treaty Footnotes

Here are a few illustrative examples of how treaty citations might appear in
Chicago style footnotes. These examples demonstrate the application of the
principles discussed earlier, showcasing different scenarios.

Example 1: A widely recognized multilateral treaty published in the UN Treaty
Series.
¹ North Atlantic Treaty, opened for signature Apr. 4, 1949, 34 U.N.T.S. 243.

Example 2: A bilateral treaty published in a national treaty series.
² Treaty of Peace between the Allied and Associated Powers and Germany
(Treaty of Versailles), June 28, 1919, art. 231, 225 Parl. Pap. 1919 (Cmd.
214) 605.

Example 3: A treaty referenced with a specific article.
³ Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,
opened for signature Dec. 9, 1948, 78 U.N.T.S. 277, art. II.

Example 4: A treaty published in a different type of collection.
⁴ Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, Aug. 12,
1949, 6 U.S.T. 3316, T.I.A.S. No. 3364, 75 U.N.T.S. 135.

Best Practices for Treaty Citation

Adhering to best practices ensures the highest level of accuracy and
professionalism in your work. Consistency is key, and always strive to
provide the most complete information available.



Consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for any
specific updates or clarifications on treaty citation.

Prioritize official or authoritative sources for treaty texts and
publication information.

When in doubt, provide more detail rather than less. It is better to
offer slightly more information than is strictly necessary than to omit
a crucial piece that hinders retrieval.

Maintain consistency in your citation format throughout your document.

If citing a treaty multiple times, consider using shortened forms after
the initial full citation, but ensure clarity is maintained.

Always double-check names, dates, and treaty series numbers for
accuracy.

The meticulous citation of treaties in Chicago style is not merely a
stylistic requirement; it is fundamental to the credibility and rigor of
scholarly and legal work. By understanding the components, variations, and
best practices, researchers can confidently navigate the complexities of
international document referencing, ensuring their work is both accessible
and authoritative.

FAQ

Q: What is the most important information to include
in a Chicago style footnote for a treaty?
A: The most important information includes the treaty's official title, the
parties involved, the date of signing or entry into force, and the treaty
series and number (if applicable). Crucially, pinpoint citations to specific
articles or provisions are vital when you refer to them.

Q: How should I cite a treaty that is not published
in a standard treaty series?
A: If a treaty is not in a standard series, you should cite the original
published source, such as a government gazette, a scholarly edition, or a
treaty collection where it was officially documented. Provide as much
bibliographic detail as possible to allow for retrieval.



Q: What is the difference between citing a bilateral
treaty and a multilateral treaty in Chicago style?
A: For bilateral treaties, you typically list both parties. For multilateral
treaties, especially those with numerous signatories, you often rely on the
commonly recognized name of the treaty and its publication in a major treaty
series like the UN Treaty Series.

Q: When do I need to include the date of signing
versus the date of entry into force for a treaty?
A: The date of signing indicates when the treaty was agreed upon. The date of
entry into force is when it became legally binding. Both can be important,
but the entry into force date is often more relevant for legal analysis.
Include whichever date is most pertinent to your reference or both if context
requires it.

Q: Can I use abbreviations for treaty titles in
Chicago style footnotes?
A: Generally, Chicago style prefers full titles in the initial citation.
Subsequent references may use shortened titles if they are clearly
identifiable and have been established earlier in the text. However, avoid
abbreviations that could lead to confusion.

Q: How do I cite a specific article or provision of
a treaty in a Chicago style footnote?
A: After providing the basic treaty citation, you append the specific article
or provision using "art." followed by the number. For example: "Convention on
the Rights of the Child, Nov. 20, 1989, 1577 U.N.T.S. 3, art. 12."

Q: What if I am referencing a treaty that is quoted
in another source?
A: It is always best practice to consult the original treaty document if
possible. If you must cite a treaty as found within another source, you would
cite the secondary source that contains the treaty text, indicating that you
consulted it indirectly. However, this is generally discouraged for legal or
academic work where direct verification is paramount.
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