
chicago style footnote example thesis
Mastering Chicago Style Footnotes in Your Thesis: A Comprehensive Guide with
Examples

chicago style footnote example thesis can seem daunting for students
navigating the rigorous academic landscape, but understanding its nuances is
crucial for scholarly integrity and clear communication. This guide provides
an in-depth exploration of Chicago style footnotes, specifically tailored for
thesis writers. We will delve into the fundamental principles, common
citation scenarios, and the precise formatting required for both the first
and subsequent mentions of a source. By examining detailed examples, you will
gain the confidence to accurately attribute your research and enhance the
credibility of your academic work. We aim to demystify the process, ensuring
your thesis adheres to the highest academic standards.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For most humanities
disciplines and often for theses, the notes-bibliography system, which
utilizes footnotes or endnotes, is the preferred method. This system allows
for more detailed annotations and can be particularly useful for complex
research where additional commentary or explanation might be beneficial
beyond the basic citation information. When writing a thesis, employing this
system rigorously demonstrates attention to detail and respect for the
original sources.

The core purpose of footnotes in a thesis is to provide clear and immediate
attribution for every piece of information, idea, or direct quotation that is
not common knowledge and originates from another source. This prevents
plagiarism and allows your readers to easily locate the original material for
further investigation. A well-constructed footnote system not only supports
your arguments but also builds a foundation of trust and academic honesty in
your research.



Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote

A Chicago style footnote consists of two essential parts: the superscript
number in the text and the corresponding note at the bottom of the page (or
at the end of the document as endnotes). The superscript number acts as a
pointer, directly linking a specific statement or quotation to its source
information in the note. Each note contains specific bibliographic details
about the source.

Key Components of a Footnote

The structure of a footnote varies slightly depending on the source type, but
it generally includes the following elements:

Author's full name (first name, then last name)

Title of the work (italicized for books and journals, in quotation marks
for articles or chapters)

Publication details (city of publication, publisher, year of publication
for books; volume and issue numbers for journals)

Page number(s) where the cited information can be found

The order and punctuation of these elements are critical for adhering to the
Chicago style. For instance, commas typically separate different pieces of
information within a note, while periods conclude the entire note.

Footnote Formatting for Different Source Types

The specific format of a Chicago style footnote depends heavily on the type
of source being cited. Whether you are referencing a book, a journal article,
a website, or even a chapter in an edited collection, each has its own
established pattern. Accuracy in these details is paramount for maintaining
consistency throughout your thesis.

Book Citations

For a book, the initial footnote citation typically includes the author's
first name and last name, the title of the book in italics, followed by the



publication information (city: publisher, year), and then the specific page
number(s) cited. For example:

First Note Example for a Book:
1. Jane Doe, The History of Academic Citation (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2020), 45.

Journal Article Citations

Citing journal articles involves providing the author's name, the article
title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, followed by the
volume number, issue number, publication year, and the specific page
number(s).

First Note Example for a Journal Article:
2. John Smith, "The Evolution of Research Methods," Journal of Scholarly
Practice 15, no. 2 (2019): 112.

Chapter in an Edited Book

When citing a chapter within an edited book, you must include the chapter
author, the chapter title, the book title, the editor(s) of the book, and the
relevant publication details, including page numbers for the chapter and the
specific page(s) cited.

First Note Example for a Chapter in an Edited Book:
3. Emily Johnson, "The Ethics of Attribution," in Academic Integrity in the
Digital Age, ed. Robert Brown (New York: Academic Publishing House, 2021),
88, 95.

Website or Online Source Citations

Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail, as URLs can
change and website structures vary. Include the author (if known), the title
of the specific page or article, the website name, the publication date (if
available), and a retrieval date, along with the URL.

First Note Example for a Website:
4. Sarah Lee, "Understanding Thesis Requirements," Academic Success Hub,
October 15, 2022, accessed December 1, 2023,
https://www.academicsuccesshub.com/thesis-requirements.



Specific Examples for Thesis Writing

In thesis writing, you will encounter a multitude of source types. Ensuring
each is cited correctly in Chicago style is paramount. Let's explore more
nuanced examples that are common in academic theses, focusing on maintaining
clarity and precision.

Citing Primary Sources

Primary sources, such as historical documents, letters, or interviews,
require specific citation formats. For unpublished materials, you'll need to
provide as much detail as possible about their location and accessibility.

Example: Unpublished Manuscript
5. John Adams, "Letter to Abigail Adams," March 31, 1776, John Adams Papers,
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston.

Citing Secondary Sources Derived from Primary
Sources

When a secondary source discusses or quotes a primary source, you must cite
both. This is often done using a "quoted in" or "cited in" format within the
footnote.

Example: Quoted in a Secondary Source
6. David McCullough, John Adams (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001), 101,
quoted in Emily Johnson, "The Legacy of the Founding Fathers," Historical
Review 55, no. 3 (2018): 215.

Citing Government Documents and Reports

Government publications have specific formatting conventions. The issuing
agency is often treated as the author.

Example: Government Report
7. United States, Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2022-2023 (Washington, DC: Government
Publishing Office, 2022), 35.



Notes on Subsequent Mentions

Once a source has been fully cited in a footnote, subsequent citations to the
same source require a shortened format. This helps to avoid redundancy while
still providing sufficient information for the reader to identify the source.
The goal is to be concise but unambiguous.

Shortened Note Format

For subsequent mentions of a source that has already been cited in full, you
will use the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if
necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the page
number. If you have only cited one work by a particular author, you may omit
the title.

Shortened Note Example:
8. Doe, History of Academic Citation, 78.

If only one work by an author has been cited, the shortened note might look
like this:

9. Doe, 92.

Using "Ibid."

The Latin term "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place") is used when you are
citing the immediately preceding source. If you are citing the same page as
the preceding note, you simply use "Ibid." If you are citing a different page
within that same source, you add the new page number after "Ibid.".

Example: Using Ibid.
10. Doe, History of Academic Citation, 105.
11. Ibid. (This refers to page 105 of Doe's book)
12. Ibid., 108. (This refers to page 108 of Doe's book)

While "Ibid." can save space, overuse can sometimes make the text less clear.
Ensure it is always immediately obvious which source "Ibid." refers to. Many
scholars recommend using shortened notes more frequently for enhanced
readability, especially in longer works like theses.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style can lead to common errors if not



approached with diligence. Awareness of these potential issues can help you
avoid them and maintain the integrity of your thesis.

Inconsistent Formatting

Perhaps the most frequent issue is inconsistent formatting across different
notes or even within the same note. This can include variations in
punctuation, capitalization, italics, or the order of elements. A style sheet
created specifically for your thesis can be invaluable in maintaining
consistency.

Incorrect Page Number Referencing

Ensure that the page numbers cited in your footnotes accurately reflect the
location of the information in your source. This is critical for allowing
your readers to verify your research and for maintaining your own academic
credibility.

Plagiarism Through Incomplete Citations

Failing to cite a source, even inadvertently, is a serious form of
plagiarism. This can occur when paraphrasing ideas, using unique concepts, or
quoting directly without proper attribution. Always err on the side of
caution and cite whenever in doubt.

Mixing Citation Styles

It is imperative to stick to one citation style throughout your entire
thesis. Mixing Chicago style footnotes with parenthetical citations from
another style, for example, will detract from the professionalism and clarity
of your work. Consult your department's guidelines to confirm the expected
style.

The Role of the Bibliography in Chicago Style

While footnotes provide detailed, in-text attribution, a comprehensive
bibliography is an indispensable component of a Chicago style thesis. The
bibliography serves as an alphabetical list of all the sources you have cited
in your footnotes and any other sources you consulted but did not directly



cite. It offers a complete overview of your research foundation.

The bibliography entries for books, articles, and other sources generally
mirror the full bibliographic information provided in the first footnote for
that source, with some key differences in formatting. For instance, in a
bibliography, author names are typically listed with the last name first, and
the publication year often follows the author's name. This allows for easy
alphabetical arrangement and quick identification of sources.

Mastering Chicago style footnotes and bibliography requires practice and
careful attention to detail. By following these guidelines and consulting the
official Chicago Manual of Style, you can ensure your thesis is a well-
researched, accurately cited, and academically sound piece of scholarship.
The effort invested in proper citation is a testament to your commitment to
academic rigor.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote
and an endnote in Chicago style for a thesis?
A: In Chicago style, both footnotes and endnotes serve the same purpose of
providing citations. The primary difference lies in their placement:
footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while
endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or thesis. Your
thesis advisor or department will likely specify which format is preferred.

Q: Do I need to include a bibliography even if I use
footnotes for all my citations in a Chicago style
thesis?
A: Yes, a bibliography is almost always required in a Chicago style thesis,
even when using footnotes. The bibliography provides a complete, alphabetical
list of all sources cited and consulted, serving as a comprehensive guide to
your research for readers.

Q: How should I cite a source that is only available
online and has no author or publication date?
A: For online sources without a clear author or date, you would typically use
the title of the page or article as the primary identifier in the footnote.
If a website name is prominent, include that. For the publication date, you
can use "n.d." (no date). Always include a retrieval date (the date you
accessed the material) and the URL.



Q: What is the correct way to cite a personal
interview in a Chicago style thesis?
A: For a personal interview, a footnote would generally include the
interviewee's name, the type of interview (e.g., "personal interview," "email
interview"), the date of the interview, and possibly the location if
relevant. For example: "Jane Smith, personal interview by author, March 15,
2023."

Q: Can I use "et al." in Chicago style footnotes for
a thesis?
A: In Chicago style's notes-bibliography system, you generally do not use "et
al." for the first mention of a source with multiple authors (three or more).
Instead, you list all the authors' names in the footnote. For subsequent
shortened notes with multiple authors, you may use "et al." after the first
author's name if there are three or more authors.

Q: How do I cite a translated book in Chicago style
for my thesis?
A: When citing a translated book in a Chicago style thesis, you typically
include the original author's name, the title of the book, the name of the
translator, and the publication details. For example: "Albert Camus, The
Stranger, trans. Matthew Ward (New York: Vintage International, 1988), 25."

Q: What if I need to cite a source that I found
cited within another source?
A: If you are referencing a source (Source A) that is cited within another
source (Source B), and you only have access to Source B, you should cite
Source B as the source you consulted and indicate that the information was
found within Source B. The footnote would look something like: "Original
Author, Original Title (Original Publication Info), quoted in Subsequent
Author, Subsequent Title (Publication Info), page number."
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