
chicago style footnote example referencing

chicago style footnote example referencing is a critical skill for anyone engaging in academic writing,

research, or any field that requires meticulous citation. Understanding how to correctly format footnotes

according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) ensures academic integrity, avoids plagiarism, and

allows readers to easily trace the sources of information. This comprehensive guide will delve into the

nuances of Chicago style footnotes, covering their purpose, structure, and various common source

types. We will explore the foundational elements of a Chicago footnote, including essential

components like author names, titles, publication details, and page numbers. Furthermore, this article

will provide detailed examples for a wide array of source materials, from books and journal articles to

websites and even less common sources. By mastering these examples, writers can confidently

navigate the complexities of referencing and enhance the credibility of their work.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

Chicago style, often referred to as the Turabian style when adapted for student papers, offers two

primary systems for citation: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. This article



specifically focuses on the notes-bibliography system, which relies heavily on footnotes or endnotes for

in-text citations. Footnotes are placed at the bottom of the page, appearing as superscript numbers

within the text that correspond to a numbered note. This method is particularly favored in fields like

history and the arts, where extensive explanatory notes or tangential information might also be

incorporated into the footnotes.

The primary purpose of footnotes is to provide immediate and unobtrusive attribution to the sources

consulted. Unlike parenthetical citations, which can interrupt the flow of reading, footnotes allow the

reader to access source information without leaving the page. They serve as a direct link between the

statement in the text and the original work from which the idea or information was drawn, thereby

giving credit where credit is due and allowing for verification of the research.

Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote

A typical Chicago style footnote follows a specific structure, though variations exist depending on the

source type. The general principle is to provide enough information for the reader to locate the original

source easily. The core components include the author's name, the title of the work, publication

information (publisher, place of publication, year), and specific location details such as page numbers.

For a first reference to a source, a footnote will generally be more detailed. Subsequent references to

the same source are typically shortened to include only the author's last name, a shortened version of

the title, and the page number. This practice helps to keep footnotes concise while still providing

sufficient identification for readers familiar with the text.

Key Components of a Footnote

The essential elements that constitute a Chicago style footnote are:

Author's name (first name followed by last name for the first reference; last name only for



subsequent references).

Title of the source (italicized for books and standalone works, in quotation marks for articles or

chapters).

Publication information (city of publication, publisher name, and year of publication for books).

Page number(s) where the referenced information can be found.

First vs. Subsequent References

The distinction between a first reference and subsequent references is crucial. A first footnote citation

provides complete bibliographic information. For instance, if you are citing a book for the first time, you

would include the author's full name, the full title, the place of publication, the publisher, the year, and

the specific page number. Subsequent citations for the same work become abbreviated. This is

commonly known as a "shortened note."

The shortened note typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (usually

the first few significant words), and the page number. For example, if the original footnote was for

"Jane Smith, The History of Everything (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45," a subsequent note

might read "Smith, History of Everything, 62." This streamlined approach is a hallmark of the Chicago

notes-bibliography system.

Common Source Types and Chicago Style Footnote Examples

The Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for a vast array of source materials. Below are

detailed examples for some of the most frequently encountered types of sources, illustrating the

correct format for both first and subsequent references.



Books

Citing a book is fundamental. The format requires the author's full name, the italicized title, publication

details, and the page number. Pay close attention to punctuation, particularly commas and periods, as

they are precisely defined in the Chicago style.

First Reference Example:

1. Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New York: Penguin

Press, 2006), 99.

Subsequent Reference Example:

2. Pollan, Omnivore's Dilemma, 150.

Journal Articles

Journal articles require the author's name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics,

the volume and issue number, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s). For online

articles, you may also need to include a DOI or URL.

First Reference Example:

3. Sarah E. Thompson, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of Communication

Studies 45, no. 2 (2021): 180.

Subsequent Reference Example:

4. Thompson, "Social Media," 195.

Example with DOI:

5. David Chen, "Quantum Computing: A Revolution in Progress," Nature Physics 17, no. 3 (2023):

321, doi:10.1038/s41567-023-01234-5.



Websites

Citing websites can be more variable due to the dynamic nature of online content. Generally, include

the author (if known), the title of the page or article, the website name, and the URL, along with an

access date. If the author is not provided, start with the title. It is crucial to include the most specific

information available.

First Reference Example (with author):

6. Emily Carter, "Understanding Climate Change Models," NASA Climate (last modified October 15,

2022), https://climate.nasa.gov/explainers/models.

First Reference Example (without author):

7. "The Latest Innovations in Renewable Energy," Energy News Daily, November 8, 2023,

https://www.energynewsdaily.com/innovations.

Subsequent Reference Example:

8. Carter, "Climate Change Models."

Chapters in Edited Books

When referencing a chapter written by someone other than the main editor of a collection, you need to

cite the chapter author, the chapter title, the book title, the editor(s), publication details, and the page

range of the chapter.

First Reference Example:

9. John Adams, "The Early Republic's Challenges," in A Concise History of the United States, ed. Mary

Jones (Boston: Beacon Press, 2019), 125-140.

Subsequent Reference Example:



10. Adams, "Early Republic's Challenges," 132.

Other Common Sources

Chicago style also provides formats for a multitude of other sources, including newspapers,

magazines, dissertations, conference papers, and even interviews. The principle remains consistent:

provide sufficient detail for retrieval.

Newspaper Article: First Reference: 11. Robert Johnson, "Local Election Results Announced,"

The City Times, November 7, 2023, A1. Subsequent Reference: 12. Johnson, "Local Election

Results," A3.

Magazine Article: First Reference: 13. Sophia Lee, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," Tech

Monthly, November 2023, 56. Subsequent Reference: 14. Lee, "Future of AI," 58.

Dissertation: First Reference: 15. David Miller, "An Analysis of Urban Development Patterns"

(PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2020), 88. Subsequent Reference: 16. Miller, "Urban

Development," 102.

It is important to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most precise and up-

to-date guidelines, as citation styles can evolve.

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style Footnote

Referencing

Adhering to a consistent citation style, such as Chicago, is paramount in academic and professional

writing. Inconsistency can undermine the credibility of your work and create confusion for your readers.



Whether you are using footnotes or endnotes, every citation must follow the established rules uniformly

throughout the document.

Consistency ensures that readers can rely on the format of your citations to locate sources. If some

footnotes are formatted one way and others are formatted differently, it can lead to misinterpretations

or difficulties in finding the original material. This applies to punctuation, capitalization, the order of

elements, and the use of italics or quotation marks. Developing a habit of meticulousness in your

referencing will significantly elevate the quality and professionalism of your writing.

When to Use Notes vs. Bibliography in Chicago Style

The notes-bibliography system in Chicago style offers flexibility. While footnotes are ideal for direct

attribution of sources, the inclusion of a bibliography at the end of the document is also standard

practice. The bibliography provides a comprehensive list of all sources cited in the text, presented in

alphabetical order by author's last name. This allows readers to easily survey the scope of your

research.

Footnotes can also serve purposes beyond simple citation. They can be used for providing

supplementary information, definitions, or tangential discussions that might interrupt the main flow of

the text. This dual functionality makes the Chicago notes-bibliography system a powerful tool for

complex scholarly work. The bibliography, on the other hand, is purely for source identification and

should not contain extraneous commentary. Choosing to use both footnotes (or endnotes) and a

bibliography offers the most complete and reader-friendly approach in Chicago style.

---

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago footnote and an



endnote?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where

the citation is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or book. Both

serve the same purpose of providing source attribution within the notes-bibliography system of Chicago

style.

Q: How do I cite a source I found online that has no author listed?

A: If an online source has no author, you start the footnote with the title of the page or article. Follow

this with the name of the website, the publication date (if available), and the URL. Include the date you

accessed the page as well.

Q: What is the correct way to abbreviate a frequently cited book in

Chicago style footnotes?

A: For subsequent citations of the same book, you typically use a shortened note. This includes the

author's last name, a shortened version of the book's title (usually the first few significant words,

italicized), and the page number.

Q: When should I use quotation marks versus italics for titles in

Chicago style footnotes?

A: In Chicago style footnotes, titles of shorter works that are part of a larger whole are placed in

quotation marks (e.g., article titles, chapter titles, essay titles). Titles of standalone works that are

complete in themselves are italicized (e.g., book titles, journal titles, website names).



Q: Do I need to include the publisher's name and place of publication

for every source in a Chicago style footnote?

A: For books, yes, you generally need to include the place of publication, publisher's name, and year

of publication for the first reference. For other source types like journal articles or websites, the specific

publication details will vary. Always refer to the Chicago Manual of Style for precise requirements for

each source type.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in Chicago style when

footnotes are already used?

A: The bibliography serves as a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources cited in the footnotes

or endnotes. It allows readers to quickly review all the materials consulted without having to search

through individual footnotes on each page.

Q: How do I cite a source that has multiple authors in a Chicago style

footnote?

A: For sources with two authors, list both names (first name then last name for the first reference). For

sources with three or more authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." (and others) for both

footnotes and the bibliography.
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