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Chicago Style Footnote Example Press Release: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style footnote example press release often presents a unique
challenge for communicators who need to present factual information with
academic rigor. This guide delves into the intricacies of applying Chicago
style footnotes within the context of a press release, a document typically
characterized by its brevity and directness. We will explore why such a
citation method might be employed, how to correctly format footnotes
according to the Chicago Manual of Style, and provide practical examples to
illustrate the process. Understanding these nuances is crucial for
organizations aiming for accuracy and credibility in their public statements.
This article will equip you with the knowledge to effectively integrate
Chicago style footnotes, ensuring your press releases are both informative
and impeccably sourced.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Purpose of Chicago Style Footnotes in Press Releases
Core Principles of Chicago Style Footnotes
Formatting Chicago Style Footnotes for Press Releases
Common Scenarios for Chicago Style Footnotes in Press Releases
Practical Chicago Style Footnote Examples for Press Releases
Best Practices for Using Chicago Style Footnotes in Press Releases
When to Consider Alternative Citation Methods

Understanding the Purpose of Chicago Style
Footnotes in Press Releases

While press releases are generally designed for rapid dissemination of news,
there are specific circumstances where the inclusion of Chicago style
footnotes becomes not only beneficial but essential. These situations often
involve complex data, groundbreaking research, or historical claims that
require substantiation. A press release from a scientific institution
announcing a new study, for instance, might need to cite the peer-reviewed
journal article where the full methodology and results are detailed.
Similarly, a historical society releasing information about a significant
event might reference archival documents or scholarly works to lend authority
to its claims. Employing Chicago style footnotes demonstrates a commitment to
transparency and accuracy, enhancing the credibility of the organization
issuing the release. It allows journalists and the public to easily verify
the information presented, fostering trust and a deeper understanding of the
subject matter. This academic approach elevates the press release beyond a



mere announcement to a verifiable source of information.

The decision to use footnotes in a press release is strategic. It signals
that the information being shared is grounded in solid evidence and has
undergone a level of scrutiny that warrants academic citation. This can be
particularly important for organizations in fields such as academia,
research, non-profits relying on grants, or any entity where the integrity of
data is paramount. By providing direct access to the source material,
footnotes empower readers to delve deeper, conduct their own research, and
gain a more comprehensive perspective. This practice is a testament to an
organization's dedication to factual reporting and scholarly integrity,
setting it apart from less rigorous forms of communication.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes and bibliography system and the author-date system. For press releases,
the notes and bibliography system, specifically through footnotes or
endnotes, is generally more appropriate due to its ability to provide
detailed source information without disrupting the flow of the main text.
Footnotes are typically placed at the bottom of the page (or in this digital
context, at the end of the document or section), marked by a superscript
number corresponding to a note in the text. Endnotes are compiled at the end
of the entire document.

The fundamental principle behind Chicago style footnotes is to provide
sufficient information for a reader to locate the original source. This
includes author(s), title, publication details (place of publication,
publisher, year), and specific page numbers if applicable. The first citation
of a source is usually more comprehensive than subsequent citations, which
can be shortened to provide a more concise reference. Consistency in
application is key; once a format is chosen for a particular source type, it
must be applied uniformly throughout the document. This systematic approach
ensures clarity and facilitates easy verification of all cited material.

Formatting Chicago Style Footnotes for Press
Releases

When incorporating Chicago style footnotes into a press release, precision in
formatting is paramount. Each note begins with a superscript Arabic numeral
that corresponds to a number in the body of the press release. For the first
full citation of a source, the format generally includes:

Author's first name and last name.



Title of the work, italicized.

Publication details (city of publication: publisher, year), followed by
a comma.

Specific page number(s) referenced, preceded by "p." for a single page
or "pp." for multiple pages.

Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened. This usually
involves the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if the
title is long), and the page number. The goal is to be brief while still
uniquely identifying the source and the specific location within it. For
instance, if a book is cited for the first time, the note might look like: 1.
Jane Doe, The History of Innovation (Chicago: University Press, 2023), 45. A
subsequent citation to the same book would be: 2. Doe, History of Innovation,
78.

For different types of sources, such as journal articles, websites, or
reports, the formatting will vary slightly but will adhere to the same
principles of providing complete bibliographic data. For a journal article,
it would include the article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers,
and publication date, along with page numbers. For online sources, it would
include the URL and access date. The superscript numbers in the press release
text should be placed directly after the punctuation of the clause or
sentence they refer to, ensuring a smooth integration with the narrative.

Formatting Journal Articles

Citing a journal article in Chicago style requires specific elements to be
included. The first note for a journal article will typically look something
like this:

1. John Smith, "The Impact of Technology on Modern Society," Journal of
Social Sciences 35, no. 2 (2022): 112-130.

The superscript number would appear in the press release text at the end of
the sentence or clause containing the information derived from the article.
Subsequent citations of the same article would then be shortened, for
example: 2. Smith, "Impact of Technology," 115.

Formatting Books

Books are a common source of information, and their citation format is well-
established within Chicago style. A full note for a book would be:

3. Emily Davis, Navigating the Digital Age (New York: Oxford University



Press, 2021), 88.

A subsequent citation would then be: 4. Davis, Navigating the Digital Age,
92. This concise format ensures readers can easily pinpoint the source
without excessive repetition of full bibliographic details.

Formatting Online Sources

With the prevalence of online information, citing web pages and digital
reports is crucial. A typical note for a webpage would include:

5. "Global Economic Outlook 2024," World Economic Forum, accessed October 26,
2023, https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-economic-outlook-2024. The
accessibility of this report is vital for journalists seeking to verify the
data presented in the press release. When referencing a specific section or
statistic, the page number is omitted, but the URL is crucial for retrieval.
If the website has dated pages or a specific report, you would include that
information. For instance, if citing a specific report within a larger
website, the structure would adapt accordingly. This ensures that even
ephemeral online content can be reliably referenced.

Common Scenarios for Chicago Style Footnotes in
Press Releases

Several scenarios lend themselves particularly well to the use of Chicago
style footnotes in a press release. These often involve situations where an
organization is making claims that require significant backing or is
announcing research findings. For instance, a technology company announcing a
breakthrough in renewable energy might cite the scientific papers that
validate their claims about efficiency or environmental impact. A financial
institution releasing economic forecasts might reference detailed market
analyses or statistical reports from reputable agencies. The inclusion of
footnotes in these instances serves as a proactive measure to preemptively
answer questions about the data's origin and reliability.

Furthermore, historical societies or cultural institutions might use
footnotes when releasing information about past events or individuals,
referencing archival documents, scholarly articles, or primary source
materials. This adds a layer of academic integrity to their announcements,
positioning them as authoritative sources of historical knowledge. Non-profit
organizations releasing impact reports can also benefit from footnotes,
citing the methodologies used for data collection and analysis, or
referencing the external studies that support their program's effectiveness.
This builds trust with donors, stakeholders, and the public by demonstrating
transparency in their operations and reporting.



Practical Chicago Style Footnote Examples for
Press Releases

To illustrate the practical application, consider a press release from a
university research institute announcing a new study on urban planning. The
release might state: "Our latest research indicates a 15% reduction in
traffic congestion in cities adopting the 'SmartFlow' system.¹" The
corresponding footnote at the end of the press release would then read:

1. Anya Sharma and Ben Carter, "The Efficacy of Algorithmic Traffic
Management in Metropolitan Areas," Urban Studies Journal 50, no. 3 (2023):
315. This footnote provides the author names, article title, journal title,
volume and issue, year, and specific page numbers, allowing any interested
party to locate the original study.

Another example could be a pharmaceutical company releasing data on a new
drug trial. The press release might say: "The Phase III trial demonstrated a
significant improvement in patient outcomes, with a 92% success rate.²" The
footnote would then appear as:

2. Dr. Eleanor Vance, Clinical Trial Results: Novacare Drug (New York:
Pharmaceutical Press, 2023), 67. Here, the footnote clearly identifies the
source as a specific report, including the author, title, publisher, year,
and page number. This level of detail is crucial for scientific and medical
press releases where accuracy is of utmost importance.

Best Practices for Using Chicago Style
Footnotes in Press Releases

When incorporating Chicago style footnotes into a press release, several best
practices should be observed to maintain clarity, professionalism, and
effectiveness. Firstly, use footnotes judiciously. Not every press release
requires them. They are best reserved for instances where factual claims,
data, or research findings need explicit substantiation. Overuse can make the
press release cumbersome and detract from its primary purpose of delivering
news.

Secondly, ensure that the numbering is sequential and accurate. A single
superscript number should correspond to only one note, and vice-versa.
Double-check that all cited information is present in the footnote and
formatted according to the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines. Consider the
audience: while academic rigor is important, the press release should still
be accessible. Ensure that the core message remains clear even with the
presence of footnotes.

Keep footnotes concise, especially for subsequent citations.



Ensure all necessary bibliographic information is present in the first
full citation.

Maintain consistency in formatting throughout the document.

Place superscript numbers immediately after the relevant punctuation.

Proofread meticulously for any numbering errors or formatting
inconsistencies.

Finally, for digital press releases, consider how the footnotes will be
presented. While traditional footnotes appear at the bottom of the page, in a
web-based format, they might be compiled at the end of the document or linked
from the text, though direct linking is not typically part of standard
Chicago style for footnotes in this context. The primary goal is always to
provide a clear and verifiable path to the source material without
overwhelming the reader of the press release itself.

When to Consider Alternative Citation Methods

While Chicago style footnotes offer a high degree of academic credibility,
they may not always be the most suitable or practical citation method for
every press release. In some industries or for certain types of
announcements, the primary audience might be more receptive to different
citation styles or even a simplified approach. For instance, if a press
release is primarily intended for a general consumer audience or for
immediate news consumption where quick understanding is prioritized over in-
depth verification, a different approach might be more effective. The
complexity of Chicago footnotes can sometimes be a barrier to rapid
comprehension.

Consider the context of the information being released. If the data is
readily available through common knowledge or widely accepted industry
standards, footnotes might be seen as redundant. In such cases, a simple
attribution within the text, such as "According to a report by [Organization
Name]," might suffice. For press releases focused on upcoming events, product
launches, or company news where specific data substantiation isn't the core
element, elaborate citation systems can be an unnecessary addition. The
decision to use Chicago style footnotes should always be driven by the need
for verifiable accuracy and the nature of the claims being made in the press
release, rather than a blanket requirement.

If the press release is intended for publication on a platform that has its
own preferred or standardized citation style, aligning with that platform's
requirements might be a more practical approach. This could include styles
like APA, MLA, or even internal company guidelines. The goal is to ensure the



press release is both informative and fits seamlessly within its intended
distribution channels. Therefore, evaluating the target audience and
publication venue is critical when deciding whether to employ Chicago style
footnotes or opt for an alternative, potentially more accessible, method.

FAQ Section

Q: Why would an organization use Chicago style
footnotes in a press release?
A: Organizations use Chicago style footnotes in press releases to lend
credibility and academic rigor to their claims, particularly when announcing
research findings, statistical data, or historical information. It allows
journalists and the public to easily verify the source of the information,
demonstrating transparency and a commitment to accuracy.

Q: Are Chicago style footnotes mandatory for all
press releases?
A: No, Chicago style footnotes are not mandatory for all press releases. They
are most appropriate for releases that contain complex data, scientific
findings, historical claims, or any information that benefits from detailed
substantiation and verification.

Q: How are footnotes numbered in a Chicago style
press release?
A: Footnotes in a Chicago style press release are numbered sequentially using
superscript Arabic numerals. Each number in the body of the text corresponds
to a specific note at the end of the document, providing source details.

Q: What is the difference between the first and
subsequent citations of a source in Chicago style
footnotes?
A: The first citation of a source in Chicago style is typically a full
bibliographic entry, providing all necessary details about the source.
Subsequent citations for the same source are usually shortened, often
including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number, to
avoid repetition while still clearly identifying the source.

Q: Can I use endnotes instead of footnotes in a



press release?
A: Yes, while footnotes appear at the bottom of the page, endnotes are
compiled at the end of the entire document. Both are acceptable within the
Chicago Manual of Style's notes and bibliography system and can be used in a
press release depending on the desired presentation.

Q: What should I include in a footnote for a book
cited in a press release?
A: For a book, a full Chicago style footnote typically includes the author's
full name, the italicized title of the book, the place of publication, the
publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s)
referenced.

Q: How do I cite a journal article in a Chicago
style footnote for a press release?
A: A Chicago style footnote for a journal article includes the author's full
name, the title of the article in quotation marks, the italicized title of
the journal, the volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page
numbers of the article.

Q: Is it acceptable to link directly to sources in a
digital press release when using Chicago style
footnotes?
A: While standard Chicago style footnotes do not typically involve direct
hyperlinks within the note itself, in a digital context, providing the URL in
the footnote allows for easy access. The primary goal is to provide enough
information for the reader to locate the source, and a URL aids in this.
However, ensure it aligns with the overall intent of traditional footnote
structure.
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