chicago style footnote example patent

Chicago Style Footnote Example Patent: A Comprehensive Guide for Legal and Academic
Writing

chicago style footnote example patent citations are crucial for academic research,
legal scholarship, and professional documentation, particularly when referencing
intellectual property like patents. Navigating the complexities of Chicago style for patent
citations requires precision and adherence to specific formatting guidelines. This article
provides a detailed exploration of how to correctly cite patents using Chicago style
footnotes, covering essential components, common variations, and practical examples.
Understanding these nuances is vital for maintaining academic integrity and ensuring the
clarity of your research. We will delve into the specific elements required for a patent
citation, including the inventor’'s name, patent number, issuing authority, and publication
date, offering clear examples to illustrate best practices. Furthermore, we will discuss how
to handle different types of patents and variations in publication information, ensuring you
can confidently cite any patent document.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Patent Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides guidelines for citing various sources,
including patents. While the manual primarily focuses on traditional academic and
journalistic writing, its principles extend to specialized legal and technical documents.
When citing patents, the primary goal is to provide enough information for a reader to
locate the exact document referenced. This involves clearly identifying the inventor, the
patent number, the granting authority, and the date of issuance or publication. Precision is
paramount, as patent numbers are unique identifiers, and misplacing even a single digit
can lead to misidentification.

The Chicago style emphasizes clarity and completeness in citations. For patents, this means
going beyond just the patent number to include all relevant identifying details. This
approach ensures that researchers can easily verify the information presented in your work.
Unlike other citation styles that might have dedicated sections for patent law, Chicago style
integrates patent citations within its general framework for citing official documents and
government publications. This integration requires careful application of its principles to the
unique nature of patent documents.



Key Components of a Chicago Style Patent
Footnote

A standard Chicago style footnote for a U.S. patent citation typically includes several core
elements. These elements work together to uniquely identify the patent and its source.
Understanding each component is essential for constructing accurate citations.

Inventor Name(s)

The footnote should begin with the name(s) of the inventor(s) as they appear on the patent
document. If there are multiple inventors, list them all. The format for names generally
follows standard Chicago style conventions for citing individuals, typically last name first for
the first mention, or as listed on the patent.

Patent Title

Following the inventor's name, include the full title of the patent. This provides additional
context about the invention. The title should be presented in title case, meaning important
words are capitalized, and less important words (like articles, prepositions, and
conjunctions) are lowercase unless they are the first or last word.

Patent Number

The patent number is a critical identifier. For U.S. utility patents, this is usually a multi-digit
number. For design patents or plant patents, the designation may differ. It is crucial to
include the correct patent number without any abbreviations.

Issuing Authority and Date

Specify the patent office that issued the patent, which for U.S. patents is the United States
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). Following this, include the date of issuance or
publication. The format for dates in Chicago style is typically Month Day, Year.

Publication Information

Include any relevant publication information, such as the official gazette where the patent
was published. This further aids in locating the specific document.

Basic Chicago Style Footnote Example for a
Patent

Constructing a correct footnote requires assembling the components in a specific order.
The following example illustrates a typical U.S. patent citation in Chicago style footnote
format. This foundational example will help you understand the placement of each element.

Here is a basic structure:



¢ Inventor Last Name, First Name, “Patent Title,” U.S. Patent No. XXX,XXX, issued Month
Day, Year.

Let’s break down an actual example to make it concrete.

e Smith, John A., “Improved Widget Assembly,” U.S. Patent No. 10,123,456, issued
January 15, 2021.

In this example, “Smith, John A.” is the inventor, “Improved Widget Assembly” is the patent
title, “U.S. Patent No. 10,123,456” identifies the patent, and “issued January 15, 2021”
provides the issuance date and authority (implied USPTO by "U.S. Patent").

Citing Different Types of Patents

The format for citing patents can vary slightly depending on the type of patent being
referenced. While the core principles remain the same, specific designations and
publication details might differ. It is important to be aware of these variations to ensure
accuracy.

U.S. Utility Patents

As demonstrated in the basic example, U.S. utility patents are the most common type and
follow the standard format closely. These protect new and useful processes, machines,
manufactures, or compositions of matter.

U.S. Design Patents

Design patents protect new, original, and ornamental designs for articles of manufacture.
The citation format is similar, but the patent number might have a different prefix or
designation, though typically it’s still a number. The key is to use the exact designation as it
appears on the patent document.

* Doe, Jane B., “Ornamental Design for a Chair,” U.S. Design Patent No. D900,100,
issued November 20, 2018.

U.S. Plant Patents

Plant patents protect new and distinct asexually reproduced plant varieties. These also
follow a similar format but may have a specific patent number designation. The crucial
element is always to replicate the information as found on the official patent document.

e Lee, David R., “New Variety of Rose Plant,” U.S. Plant Patent No. PP30,500, issued July
10, 2019.



Foreign Patents

Citing patents from other countries requires specifying the national patent office and the
country. The patent number and issuance date structure will align with that country’s
conventions, but the footnote should clearly indicate the issuing nation.

e Kato, Hiroshi, “Solar Panel Efficiency Improvement,” Japanese Patent No. JP 6500000
B2, granted April 5, 2020.

Handling Variations in Patent Information

Patent documents can sometimes present information in slightly different ways, or you
might be referencing a patent application rather than an issued patent. Chicago style
guidelines offer flexibility while maintaining the core requirement of sufficient detail.

Patent Applications vs. Issued Patents

If you are referencing a patent application that has not yet been issued, the citation will
differ. You will typically include the application number and the filing date, and indicate that
it is an application.

e Garcia, Maria S., “Method for Data Encryption,” U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
US 2022/0123456 Al, filed October 1, 2021.

Note the "Al" designation, which indicates it is an application publication. The publication
date is used here.

When the Inventor's Name is Not Clear or Multiple
Inventors are Listed

In cases where there are numerous inventors, or the primary inventor is not immediately
obvious, follow the patent document's lead. If the patent lists many inventors, you may be
able to cite the first inventor followed by "et al." However, always check specific Chicago
style editions or consult with your instructor or editor, as best practice can vary. For the
purpose of this guide, listing all is preferred when feasible.

Including Abstract or Claims

While not always mandatory, for highly technical or specific references, you might choose
to cite a particular claim or the abstract of the patent. If you do this, ensure it is clearly
indicated within the footnote.



Subsequent Citations of Patents

Once a patent has been cited in a footnote, subsequent citations within the same work are
handled differently for brevity, following standard Chicago style practices for shortened
citations.

Shortened Footnote Citations

For subsequent references to the same patent, a shortened form of the footnote is used.
This typically includes the inventor’s last name, a shortened version of the patent title, and
the patent number. This saves space and avoids redundancy.

e Smith, “Improved Widget,” U.S. Patent No. 10,123,456.

This shortened format allows the reader to quickly identify which patent is being referenced
without repeating all the initial details. It is imperative that the shortened title clearly
identifies the patent.

Subsequent Citations with Different Page Numbers
If you refer to a different part of the same patent in a subsequent citation, you should also

include the relevant page or column number.

e Smith, “Improved Widget,” U.S. Patent No. 10,123,456, col. 3.

This ensures that the reader can find the specific piece of information being discussed. The
format for indicating location within the patent (e.g., column, page, line) should be
consistent with how you reference other sources.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style
Patent Footnotes

Q: What is the most important element in a Chicago
style patent citation?

A: The most important element is the patent number, as it uniquely identifies the patent.
However, all components (inventor, title, number, issuing authority, and date) are crucial
for complete and accurate identification.

Q: Should | italicize the patent title in a Chicago style
footnote?

A: No, patent titles are generally not italicized in Chicago style footnotes. They are enclosed
in quotation marks and presented in title case.



Q: How do | cite a patent granted outside the United
States using Chicago style?

A: For foreign patents, you need to specify the national patent office, the country of
issuance, the patent number as it appears in that country, and the date of grant. For
example: Inventor Last Name, First Name, "Patent Title," Patent No. [Country
Abbreviation/Code] XXX, XXX, granted Month Day, Year.

Q: What if a patent has multiple inventors? How do I list
them in a Chicago style footnote?

A: List all inventors as they appear on the patent document. For a U.S. patent, the format
would be: Last Name, First Name, and First Name Last Name, "Patent Title," U.S. Patent No.
XXX, XXX, issued Month Day, Year. If the list is very long, consult specific Chicago style
guidance or your instructor for acceptable abbreviated formats, such as using "et al." after
the first inventor.

Q: How do | cite a patent that has been reissued or has
multiple reissues?

A: For a reissued patent, you would typically cite the reissue patent number and date. You
might also include the original patent number for clarification. For example: Inventor Last
Name, First Name, "Patent Title," U.S. Reissue Patent No. XRE,XXX, issued Month Day, Year
(original U.S. Patent No. YYY,YYY).

Q: Can | use the publication date instead of the issue
date for a Chicago style patent footnote?

A: Generally, the issue date is preferred for issued patents as it signifies when the patent
rights officially began. However, for patent applications published before issuance, the
publication date is used along with the application publication number. Always refer to the
specific document you are citing and its most relevant dates.

Q: What is the difference between a Chicago style
footnote and a bibliography entry for a patent?

A: Footnotes are used for in-text citations to provide immediate source information.
Bibliography entries are compiled at the end of the document and list all sources cited,
typically in a slightly different format (e.g., inventor's last name first, but without footnote
numbers). The level of detail in a bibliography entry for a patent is similar to a footnote.
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