chicago style footnote example passive voice

chicago style footnote example passive voice is a complex intersection of academic citation practices
and grammatical construction that often challenges writers. Understanding how to correctly format
footnotes in Chicago style, particularly when dealing with passive voice constructions, is crucial for
maintaining academic integrity and clarity. This article will delve into the nuances of creating
effective Chicago style footnotes, with a specific focus on examples involving passive voice. We will
explore the fundamental principles of Chicago citation, the common pitfalls of using passive voice in
academic writing, and provide practical, step-by-step guidance for constructing accurate footnotes
that incorporate these grammatical structures. Our aim is to equip writers with the knowledge and
confidence to navigate these stylistic demands.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: notes and bibliography,
and author-date. For this discussion, we will focus on the notes and bibliography system, which is
prevalent in many humanities disciplines. This system uses superscript numbers within the text to
correspond to notes at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes).
The purpose of these notes is to provide readers with the source of information, whether it's a direct
quote, a paraphrased idea, or specific data. Accurate citation is paramount for avoiding plagiarism
and giving credit to original authors. Each footnote should contain sufficient information for a reader
to locate the original source.

The structure of a Chicago style footnote typically includes the author's name (first name first), the
title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles), publication details (place,
publisher, year), and specific location information such as page numbers. When a source is cited for
the first time, the footnote will be "full," meaning it contains all necessary bibliographical
information. Subsequent citations of the same source are shortened, often using the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the page number. This efficiency ensures that the main text remains
uncluttered while still providing comprehensive sourcing.

The Role of Passive Voice in Academic Writing

Passive voice occurs when the subject of a sentence receives the action, rather than performing it.
The typical construction involves a form of the verb "to be" followed by the past participle of the



main verb (e.g., "The book was written by the author"). While often discouraged in favor of active
voice for its conciseness and directness, passive voice has its place in academic writing. It can be
useful when the actor is unknown, unimportant, or when the writer wishes to emphasize the action
or the object of the action. For instance, in historical or scientific writing, it is common to encounter
statements like "The experiment was conducted under controlled conditions" or "The treaty was
signed in 1945."

The strategic use of passive voice can shift the focus of a sentence. In academic discourse, this can
be employed to maintain objectivity or to highlight the results of research rather than the
researchers themselves. For example, "The findings were analyzed thoroughly" places the emphasis
on the analysis, not necessarily on who performed it. However, overuse can lead to wordiness and a
lack of clarity, making it difficult for readers to identify who is responsible for an action. Therefore,
writers must be judicious in their application of passive voice, ensuring it serves a specific rhetorical
purpose.

Identifying and Analyzing Passive Voice in Sources

When citing sources that themselves employ passive voice, it is essential to accurately represent the
original phrasing in your footnotes without altering the meaning. Identifying passive voice involves
looking for the telltale signs: a form of "to be" (is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been) followed by a
past participle. For example, in a sentence like "The report was compiled by the research team,"
"was compiled" is the passive construction. In another example, "Recommendations have been made
for future studies," "have been made" signifies passive voice.

Understanding the context of the passive voice in your source material is also important. Is the
passive voice used to obscure agency, to emphasize a process, or simply as a stylistic choice by the
author? While your footnote should reflect the source accurately, your own writing should strive for
clarity. If a source uses passive voice to describe an action, your footnote should reflect that. For
instance, if the source states, "The data was collected over a six-month period," your footnote will
reference this fact. The key is to accurately attribute the information and its grammatical
presentation.

Crafting Chicago Style Footnotes with Passive Voice:
General Principles

When constructing a Chicago style footnote that references material originally presented in the
passive voice, the primary goal remains accurate attribution and citation. The passive voice in the
source material does not fundamentally change the mechanics of footnote creation. You will still
include the author, title, publication details, and page number. The challenge lies in how you might
describe the information from the source if you are quoting or paraphrasing it within your own
footnote, or how you will represent the source itself if it uses passive voice.

For example, if a source states, "The initial hypothesis was tested," and you are directly quoting this
specific phrasing in your footnote for emphasis or stylistic preservation, you would format it as such
within the context of your explanation. However, it's more common to use the footnote to point to
the page where this statement appears. If your own text uses passive voice and you're citing it, the



footnote will reflect the source from which the information was drawn, regardless of the
grammatical structure employed in either your text or the source. The focus is on the content and its
origin.

Specific Chicago Style Footnote Examples with Passive
Voice

Let's examine some practical scenarios for creating Chicago style footnotes when dealing with
passive voice. Suppose you are writing about a historical event and a source you are using states:
"The architectural plans were approved by the committee in 1905." Your text might be: "The initial
designs for the building were met with approval." Then, your footnote would be:

e 1. John Smith, A History of City Architecture (Chicago: University Press, 2020), 78.

Here, the passive voice in the source ("were approved") is implicitly referenced by your own
phrasing and is correctly attributed. If you were quoting directly from the source in your footnote, it
might look like this:

e 2. "The architectural plans were approved by the committee in 1905," Smith, A History of City
Architecture, 78.

Another example, consider a scientific paper where the source says: "The samples were analyzed
using a mass spectrometer." If your text states: "The results were obtained through advanced
spectroscopic methods," your footnote would be:

¢ 3. Jane Doe, "Analysis of Isotopic Ratios" (Ph.D. diss., State University, 2022), 45.

In this case, the passive constructions ("were analyzed," "were obtained") are common in scientific
reporting and are handled through standard citation. If you were referencing a specific methodology
that was described passively in the source, your footnote would reflect the source page, and your
own text might or might not mirror the passive construction.

Common Errors to Avoid in Chicago Style Footnotes
and Passive Voice

One of the most common errors is incorrectly attributing information due to confusion with passive
voice. Writers might mistakenly assume that because the source uses passive voice, their citation



needs a special format. This is not the case; the standard Chicago style rules apply. Another pitfall is
altering the meaning or phrasing of the source to fit your own preferred grammatical structure in
the footnote itself, which can lead to misrepresentation.

Overly complex footnotes that attempt to explain the grammatical construction of the source are also
to be avoided. The footnote's primary function is to identify the source. If the source states
something in passive voice, you simply cite the page where that statement appears. Furthermore,
ensure consistency in how you handle shortened citations. If a source used passive voice in its
original phrasing, and you're creating a shortened citation, it should still follow the standard author-
short title-page format, regardless of the original grammatical structure.

Advanced Considerations for Passive Voice in Footnotes

In rare instances, the passive voice might be central to the argument of the source being cited. For
example, a critical analysis of historical documents might focus on who was omitted from official
records, hence using passive voice to highlight this absence. In such cases, when quoting directly
within a footnote, you would preserve the original passive construction to accurately reflect the
author's point. For example, if a scholar argues, "The voices of marginalized communities were
intentionally silenced," and you are quoting this directly in your footnote to support a point about
historical narratives, you would retain "were intentionally silenced."

It is also important to consider when the passive voice in your own text might necessitate a footnote.
If your use of passive voice is derived from a specific scholarly argument or a particular
methodology described in a source, the footnote serves to connect your phrasing to that origin. The
key is clarity and fidelity to the source. When in doubt, err on the side of providing more specific
information in the footnote if it helps the reader understand the context of the passive voice in the
original work.

Best Practices for Ensuring Accuracy

To ensure accuracy when dealing with Chicago style footnotes and passive voice, meticulously
proofread your citations against the original sources. Double-check page numbers, author names,
titles, and publication details. When referencing material that uses passive voice, confirm that your
footnote accurately points to that information. If you are quoting directly, ensure the quotation
marks and the wording are exact.

Familiarize yourself with the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style. Their guidelines are
comprehensive and provide clear instructions for various citation scenarios. Consider using citation
management software, but always verify its output for accuracy, especially with complex stylistic
elements like passive voice. Ultimately, a clear understanding of both Chicago style and grammatical
structures will lead to more precise and credible academic work.

Q: How does passive voice in a source affect the formatting of



a Chicago style footnote?

A: The formatting of a Chicago style footnote is generally unaffected by the presence of passive voice
in the source material. The primary concern is accurately citing the author, title, publication details,

and page number. The grammatical structure of the source itself does not alter the standard citation
format.

Q: Should I explicitly mention the passive voice of the source
in my Chicago style footnote?

A: No, you should not explicitly mention that the source uses passive voice within the footnote itself.
The footnote's purpose is to identify the source of information, not to analyze its grammatical
construction.

Q: When is it appropriate to use passive voice in my own
academic writing that requires Chicago style footnotes?

A: Passive voice can be appropriate in academic writing when the actor is unknown, unimportant, or
when you wish to emphasize the action or the object of the action. For example, in scientific reports
("The samples were analyzed") or historical accounts ("The treaty was signed").

Q: What is the difference between a full note and a short note
in Chicago style, and how does passive voice play a role?

A: A full note provides complete bibliographical information for the first citation of a source, while a

short note is used for subsequent citations. Passive voice in the source material does not change this
distinction; the same rules for shortening citations apply regardless of the grammatical structure of

the original text.

Q: How can I ensure my Chicago style footnote accurately
represents information presented in passive voice in the
original source?

A: To accurately represent information presented in passive voice, ensure your footnote points to the
correct page number where that information can be found. If you are quoting directly within the
footnote, preserve the original passive phrasing precisely.

Q: Are there specific Chicago style guidelines for citing
sources that heavily rely on passive voice for their argument?

A: While there are no special formatting rules specifically for sources that rely on passive voice, if
the passive construction is crucial to the author's argument and you are quoting directly in a
footnote, you should retain the original phrasing to accurately convey their point.



Q: What are the potential pitfalls of using passive voice in
academic writing when creating Chicago style footnotes?

A: Potential pitfalls include creating wordy or unclear sentences in your own text, leading to reader
confusion that might indirectly impact the perceived clarity of your citations. Also, misrepresenting
the source by altering its original phrasing, even if intended to "clarify" passive voice.
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