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Understanding the Chicago Style Footnote Example: Paraphrased Sources

chicago style footnote example paraphrased is a crucial skill for academic and
professional writers aiming for clarity, credibility, and proper attribution. This article delves
deep into the intricacies of citing paraphrased information using the Chicago Manual of
Style, offering comprehensive guidance and practical examples. We will explore why
paraphrasing requires citation, the fundamental differences between direct quotes and
paraphrases in Chicago style, and the specific components of a Chicago style footnote for
paraphrased material. Furthermore, we will break down the nuances of citing various
source types, including books, articles, and online resources, with a focus on creating
accurate and effective footnote entries. Understanding these principles will empower you to
avoid plagiarism and enhance the authority of your own written work by seamlessly
integrating and acknowledging external ideas.
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What is Paraphrasing in Academic Writing?

Paraphrasing is the process of restating someone else's ideas, arguments, or information in
your own words. It is not simply changing a few words in a sentence or rearranging the
order of clauses. True paraphrasing involves a deep understanding of the original text and
then expressing that understanding through a completely new sentence structure and
vocabulary. The original author's meaning must be preserved accurately, but the
expression must be distinctively your own. This skill is vital for integrating source material
into your own writing without relying heavily on direct quotations, thereby allowing for a
smoother flow and demonstrating your comprehension of the subject matter.

Why Cite Paraphrased Content?

Citing paraphrased content is an ethical and academic imperative. Even when you express
an idea in your own words, the original thought or research still belongs to the original
author. Failure to cite paraphrased material constitutes plagiarism, which is a serious
academic offense with severe consequences. Proper citation gives credit where credit is



due, acknowledges the intellectual contributions of others, and allows your readers to
locate the original sources for further exploration or verification. It builds credibility for your
own work by showing that you have engaged with existing scholarship and are grounding
your arguments in established research.

Chicago Style Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for in-text citation: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. This article focuses on the notes-
bibliography system, which primarily utilizes footnotes or endnotes. Footnotes appear at
the bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end
of the document. Both serve the same purpose: to provide a reference to the source
material. For consistency and ease of reader access, many writers prefer footnotes, as they
allow readers to see the source information without having to turn to the end of the paper.

The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote for Paraphrased Material

A Chicago style footnote for paraphrased material typically includes several key pieces of
information, allowing the reader to identify and locate the original source. The specific
format can vary slightly depending on the source type, but the core components remain
consistent. The goal is to provide enough detail so that someone reading your work can find
the exact source you consulted. This includes the author's name, the title of the work, and
specific location information within that work, such as page numbers.

Essential Elements of a Paraphrased Footnote

When constructing a Chicago style footnote for paraphrased content, several elements are
crucial. These elements ensure the citation is complete and accurate, guiding your reader
effectively. The essential components include:

The author's first name and last name.

The full title of the work being cited, often italicized for books or enclosed in quotation
marks for articles within a larger work.

Publication details such as the place of publication, publisher, and year of publication
(for books).

For articles or chapters, the title of the larger work (e.g., journal title, edited collection
title) and relevant page numbers.

Crucially, the specific page number or range of page numbers from which the
paraphrased idea was drawn.

Common Source Types and Chicago Style Footnote Examples (Paraphrased)

The format of a Chicago style footnote for paraphrased material will adapt based on the
original source. Below are examples for common types of sources. Remember that the first



citation of a source in a footnote will be more detailed than subsequent citations for the
same source.

Citing Paraphrased Books

When you paraphrase from a book, your footnote should include the author's full name, the
book's title, publication information, and the specific page(s) you referred to. For the first
citation, you include the full details. For subsequent citations of the same book, you can use
a shortened format.

Example of a first footnote citation for a paraphrased book:
1. Sarah M. Broom, The Yellow House: A Memoir (New York: Grove Atlantic, 2019), 45.

Example of a subsequent footnote citation for the same book:
2. Broom, The Yellow House, 67.

Citing Paraphrased Journal Articles

Paraphrasing from a journal article requires citing the author, the article title, the journal
title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and the page numbers of the article.
Again, the first citation is full, and subsequent ones are shortened.

Example of a first footnote citation for a paraphrased journal article:
3. David L. Clark, "The Shifting Landscape of Urban Planning," Journal of Urban Studies 45,
no. 2 (2021): 112.

Example of a subsequent footnote citation for the same article:
4. Clark, "Shifting Landscape," 115.

Citing Paraphrased Websites and Online Content

Citing online sources can be more varied, but a Chicago style footnote for paraphrased
website content should include the author (if available), the page title, the website name,
and the URL. Including a retrieval date is also good practice for online sources, as content
can change. Page numbers are less common for websites unless the content is paginated.

Example of a first footnote citation for paraphrased website content:
5. "Understanding Digital Marketing Trends," Marketing Hub, accessed September 15,
2023, https://www.examplemarketinghub.com/digital-trends.

Example of a subsequent footnote citation for the same website content (if a new idea is
taken from a different section):
6. "SEO Best Practices," Marketing Hub, accessed September 15, 2023,



https://www.examplemarketinghub.com/seo-practices.

Key Differences: Direct Quote Footnote vs.
Paraphrased Footnote

The primary difference between a footnote for a direct quote and one for a paraphrase lies
in how the source material is presented in your text. For a direct quote, you use quotation
marks around the exact words of the author. The footnote then points to the precise
location of that quote. For a paraphrase, you are restating the author's idea in your own
words. While the footnote still points to the location of the idea (the page number), the text
you present is your own composition. The footnote structure itself is largely similar in terms
of identifying the source, but the preceding text in your essay will differ significantly.

Tips for Effective Chicago Style Footnote
Paraphrasing

Mastering the art of paraphrasing and citing effectively requires attention to detail and a
systematic approach. Here are some tips to help you excel:

Read the source material carefully and ensure you fully understand its meaning
before attempting to paraphrase.

Put the source material aside and write the paraphrase from memory, using your own
vocabulary and sentence structure.

Compare your paraphrase to the original to ensure accuracy of meaning and that you
have not inadvertently copied phrases or sentence structures.

Always cite immediately after you have paraphrased an idea to avoid forgetting where
the information came from.

When in doubt about whether to cite, it is always better to err on the side of caution
and provide a citation.

Familiarize yourself with the specific requirements of your assignment or publication,
as some may have minor variations in citation style.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid When Paraphrasing and Citing

Many writers encounter common challenges when paraphrasing and implementing Chicago
style citations. Recognizing these pitfalls can help you avoid them and produce higher-
quality work.



Patchwriting

A common mistake is "patchwriting," where a writer makes only minor changes to the
original text, such as substituting a few synonyms or rearranging sentence clauses. This is
still considered plagiarism. True paraphrasing requires a complete rephrasing of the idea.

Inaccurate Representation of Ideas

Failing to accurately capture the original author's meaning in your paraphrase is another
significant issue. This can happen if you misunderstand the source or try to oversimplify
complex ideas. Always verify that your paraphrase truly reflects the original author's intent.

Forgetting to Cite

The most critical error is simply forgetting to cite a paraphrased idea. This can occur when
you are working quickly or when integrating many sources. Develop a diligent note-taking
and citation process to mitigate this risk.

Over-reliance on Direct Quotations

While direct quotes have their place, overusing them can make your writing feel disjointed
and demonstrate a lack of original thought. Effective paraphrasing allows you to integrate
sources more seamlessly into your own narrative.

Incorrect Footnote Formatting

Minor errors in punctuation, capitalization, or the order of information within a footnote can
lead to incorrect citations. Consistent reference to the Chicago Manual of Style or reliable
citation guides is essential.

FAQ

Q: How do I know when I need to paraphrase and cite in
Chicago style?
A: You need to paraphrase and cite whenever you use an idea, argument, fact, or any piece
of information that originates from another source, even if you are putting it entirely into
your own words. This includes data, theories, concepts, and interpretations that are not
common knowledge.



Q: What is the difference between citing a paraphrase
and citing a direct quote in Chicago style footnotes?
A: The core difference lies in how the borrowed material is presented in your text. For a
direct quote, you use quotation marks around the author's exact words, and the footnote
directs the reader to that specific passage. For a paraphrase, you restate the idea in your
own words, and the footnote still points to the page(s) where the idea can be found in the
original source. The footnote formatting for the source itself is often similar, but the text
preceding the footnote will differ.

Q: Can I paraphrase multiple ideas from the same page
and use just one footnote?
A: Generally, yes, if all the paraphrased ideas are from the same source and located on the
same page or consecutive pages, you can use a single footnote to cover them. However, if
the ideas are distinct or come from different sections of the page, it might be clearer to use
separate footnotes or a broader page range if appropriate. Always ensure the footnote
accurately directs the reader to the relevant material.

Q: What if the source I'm paraphrasing doesn't have
page numbers, like a webpage?
A: For sources without page numbers, such as many webpages, you typically omit page
numbers from the footnote. Instead, you provide the URL. For printed online articles or
documents that have internal paragraph or section numbering, you may cite those if they
are stable and clearly identifiable.

Q: How are subsequent citations for a paraphrased
source handled in Chicago style footnotes?
A: After the first, full citation of a source in your footnotes, subsequent citations for the
same source are shortened. This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened
version of the title, and the relevant page number(s). For example, if your first citation was
for "Sarah M. Broom, The Yellow House: A Memoir (New York: Grove Atlantic, 2019), 45," a
subsequent citation for the same book might be "Broom, The Yellow House, 67."

Q: Is there a way to avoid using page numbers for
paraphrased material if the idea spans multiple pages?
A: Yes, if the idea you are paraphrasing is discussed across a range of pages, you can use a
page range in your footnote (e.g., pp. 45-52). This indicates that the concept is developed
over that section of the source. Ensure the range accurately reflects where the core of the
idea is presented.



Q: What is the Chicago style's stance on paraphrasing
common knowledge?
A: Common knowledge, which is information that a well-informed member of your intended
audience would already know and would not find surprising, generally does not require
citation. However, what constitutes "common knowledge" can be subjective and context-
dependent. If you are unsure, it is always safer to cite.

Q: How important is it to maintain the original author's
tone and intent when paraphrasing?
A: It is critically important. A paraphrase must accurately reflect the original author's
meaning, tone, and intent. Misrepresenting an author's ideas, even unintentionally, is a
form of academic dishonesty. Always aim for fidelity to the source material while using your
own voice.
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