
chicago style footnote example news article

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic and professional

writing, and understanding its application for citing news articles is crucial for accuracy and credibility.

A chicago style footnote example news article demonstrates how to properly attribute information

sourced from newspapers and online news platforms, ensuring that readers can easily locate the

original material and that the writer avoids plagiarism. This guide will delve into the intricacies of

creating Chicago-style footnotes for news articles, covering various scenarios and best practices. We

will explore the fundamental components of a footnote, the differences between citing print and online

news, and how to handle specific elements like bylines, dates, and page numbers. Mastering these

details will enhance the clarity and authority of your research.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

Chicago style, also known as The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), offers two primary citation

systems: the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For the purpose of this

article, we will focus on the Notes and Bibliography system, which is commonly used in humanities

disciplines and is particularly relevant when discussing detailed footnote examples. In this system,

superscript numbers are placed within the text, corresponding to a note (either a footnote at the bottom

of the page or an endnote at the end of the document) that provides full citation details. This method

allows for cleaner prose by keeping lengthy source information out of the main text while still providing

complete source attribution.



The core purpose of a Chicago style footnote is to give credit to the original source of information,

ideas, or direct quotations. It allows readers to trace the research and verify the accuracy of the claims

made. Furthermore, proper citation is a fundamental ethical practice in academic and journalistic

writing, preventing plagiarism and demonstrating scholarly rigor. A well-constructed footnote not only

identifies the source but also provides sufficient detail for retrieval, such as the publication name, date,

author, and specific location of the information within the source.

Citing Print News Articles in Chicago Style

Citing a print news article using the Chicago Manual of Style requires attention to several key

elements. The primary goal is to provide enough information for a reader to locate the exact article in

its original published format. This typically includes the author's name, the title of the article, the name

of the newspaper, the publication date, and the page number(s) on which the article appears. When an

article has no author listed, the citation begins with the title of the article.

Essential Components of a Print News Footnote

When constructing a footnote for a print news article, consistency and completeness are paramount.

The standard format aims to be concise yet informative. Here are the key elements you will encounter:

Author's Full Name (Last Name, First Name)

Title of the Article (in quotation marks)

Name of the Newspaper (in italics)

Volume and Issue Number (if applicable, though less common for daily newspapers)

Publication Date (Month Day, Year)



Page Number(s)

Chicago Style Footnote Example: Print News Article

Let's consider a hypothetical print news article. Suppose you are citing a report on a city council

meeting from the "Chicago Tribune." The article is by Jane Doe, titled "Council Approves New Zoning

Laws," published on October 26, 2023, on page A5.

The first footnote citation for this article would appear as:

1. Jane Doe, "Council Approves New Zoning Laws," Chicago Tribune, October 26, 2023, A5.

If you were to cite the same article again later in your text, a shortened note format would be used,

assuming no other works by Jane Doe have been cited. This shortened note would typically include

the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title, and the page number.

Subsequent footnote citation example:

5. Doe, "Council Approves New Zoning Laws," A7.

Citing Online News Articles in Chicago Style

The digital age has significantly changed how news is consumed and reported, and Chicago style has

adapted to accommodate online sources. Citing online news articles requires a similar approach to

print articles, but with the inclusion of a URL and, ideally, a date of access. The crucial difference lies

in the permanence and accessibility of the source. Since online content can be updated or removed,

providing a stable link and an access date helps readers find the specific version of the article you

consulted.



Key Elements for Online News Citations

When citing an online news article, the following information is generally included to ensure clarity and

verifiability:

Author's Full Name (Last Name, First Name)

Title of the Article (in quotation marks)

Name of the Website or Online Publication (in italics)

Publication Date (Month Day, Year)

URL (web address)

Date of Access (Month Day, Year)

Chicago Style Footnote Example: Online News Article

Imagine you are citing an online article from "The New York Times" website, authored by John Smith,

titled "Tech Giants Face Antitrust Scrutiny," published on November 1, 2023. The article is accessible

at a specific web address.

The first footnote citation for this online news article would be:

2. John Smith, "Tech Giants Face Antitrust Scrutiny," The New York Times, November 1, 2023,

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/01/technology/antitrust-scrutiny.html (accessed November 5, 2023).

It is important to note that some online news sources might not have a clear publication date or author.

In such cases, you would adapt the citation accordingly. For instance, if no author is listed, the citation

would begin with the article title. If a publication date is unavailable, you would indicate that or use the



date the article was posted if that information is present.

Handling Articles Without Authors or Clear Publication Dates

Situations arise where a news article may not clearly list an author or a specific publication date.

Chicago style provides guidance for these scenarios. If an article lacks an author, the citation begins

with the article title. For online articles, if a publication date is not readily apparent, you might use the

date of posting, if available, or make a note of its absence. The principle remains to provide the most

complete information possible for the reader to locate the source.

Example of an article without an author:

3. "Local Library Receives Major Grant," Daily Herald, October 30, 2023,

https://www.dailyherald.com/news/library-grant/ (accessed November 6, 2023).

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style News

Citations

While the principles of Chicago style are clear, applying them to news articles can present unique

challenges. These often stem from the dynamic nature of online content and the varied formats of print

publications. Understanding how to navigate these common issues ensures that your citations remain

accurate and adhere to the style guide.

Identifying the Correct Publication Date

For print articles, the publication date is usually straightforward. However, for online articles, a story

might be updated multiple times. In such cases, it's best practice to cite the original publication date if

known, or the most recent update date. Always strive to find the earliest possible date of publication

for the specific content you are referencing. If a specific date is not available, note the closest



approximation, such as the month or season.

Dealing with Bylines and Corporate Authorship

Most news articles have a byline indicating the author. However, some articles may be attributed to a

news agency (e.g., Associated Press, Reuters) or a corporate author (e.g., the editorial board of a

newspaper). When citing an article with a corporate author, you would use the name of the

organization as the author. For wire service articles, you would typically cite the agency itself as the

author, followed by the article title.

What to Do with Page Numbers and Section Identifiers

For print newspapers, page numbers are essential for locating the article. These are typically preceded

by a section letter (e.g., A5, B2). For online articles, page numbers are generally not applicable.

Instead, the URL serves as the locator. If an online article is part of a series or special report, it may

be beneficial to include that context in the citation if it helps clarify the source.

The Importance of Accuracy in News Article Footnotes

In any form of research or writing that relies on external sources, accuracy in citation is non-

negotiable. For news articles, which often form the basis of factual reporting or commentary, precise

referencing is particularly critical. Misattributing information or providing inaccurate source details can

undermine the credibility of your work and mislead your readers.

Accurate chicago style footnote example news article citations ensure that your work is verifiable.

Readers who encounter an interesting point or a surprising fact in your writing can use your footnotes

to trace that information back to its origin. This transparency is a hallmark of good scholarship and

responsible journalism. It allows for independent verification of claims and demonstrates that your

arguments are built upon a solid foundation of research.



Furthermore, meticulous attention to detail in creating footnotes prevents unintentional plagiarism. By

providing proper attribution for every piece of information, idea, or quotation that is not your own, you

respect the intellectual property of others. This is a fundamental ethical obligation in all forms of

writing. Adhering strictly to the Chicago Manual of Style for news article citations, including the correct

formatting of footnotes, is an essential step in producing high-quality, credible, and ethically sound

work.

FAQ: Chicago Style Footnote Example News Article

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a print news article

and an online news article in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the inclusion of a URL and a date of access for online news articles.

Print articles require page numbers for precise location, while online articles rely on the web address

and the date the article was accessed to ensure verifiability, as online content can change or be

removed.

Q: How do I cite a news article that has no author listed in Chicago

style?

A: If a news article lacks an author, the citation in Chicago style begins with the title of the article. For

print articles, the title would be followed by the newspaper name, date, and page number. For online

articles, it would be the title, newspaper name, date, URL, and access date.



Q: Should I include the name of the website or the newspaper itself

when citing an online news article?

A: Yes, you should include both if applicable. The name of the publication (e.g., The New York Times)

is typically italicized, and if it's an online-only publication or a specific section of a larger news

organization's website, you might also include the name of the website. The key is to be as specific as

possible for the reader to locate the source.

Q: What is the correct way to format the date in a Chicago style

footnote for a news article?

A: The date is typically formatted as Month Day, Year (e.g., November 5, 2023). This format is used

consistently for both print and online news articles to provide a clear and unambiguous publication

date.

Q: How do I handle subsequent citations of the same news article in

Chicago style?

A: After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source use a shortened note format.

This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title (if it's lengthy), and

the page number for print articles or the URL and access date for online articles. However, if you are

citing multiple works by the same author, you may need to include a shortened title to differentiate

them.

Q: Is it necessary to include the URL for online news articles even if I

can find the article by searching the title?

A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often required by style guides to include the URL for online



news articles. Online content can be updated, moved, or removed, making the direct URL a stable and

essential reference point for the specific version of the article you consulted. It also allows readers to

easily access the source material.

Q: What if a news article is part of a larger section or a special

report? How should I indicate this in my Chicago style footnote?

A: If the section or report provides significant context that aids in locating the article, it can be included.

For example, you might note the section name (e.g., "Business Section," "Special Report: Climate

Change"). However, the primary focus remains on the author, title, publication, date, and location

(page number or URL).
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