
chicago style footnote example map
The Chicago style footnote example map is a crucial tool for researchers and writers navigating the
complexities of academic citation. Understanding how to correctly format footnotes, especially when
referencing cartographic materials or discussing spatial data, ensures academic integrity and allows
readers to easily locate sources. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of Chicago style
footnotes for maps, providing clear examples and explaining the essential components of accurate
citation. We will explore the foundational elements of a Chicago style footnote, the specific
considerations for citing maps, and how to construct these citations effectively for various types of
cartographic resources. Furthermore, we will discuss common pitfalls and offer best practices to
ensure your citations are both accurate and compliant with Chicago's guidelines for geographical and
visual information.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

Chicago style, also known as the Notes and Bibliography system, is widely adopted in the humanities
and some social sciences. It relies on endnotes or footnotes to provide detailed source information for
specific points within a text, allowing for a cleaner manuscript appearance than the author-date
system. The core principle is to give credit to sources and enable readers to verify the information or
explore it further. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while
endnotes are compiled at the end of the document.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive framework for citation. For footnotes,
the system involves a superscript number in the text that corresponds to a numbered entry in the
footnote section. Each entry typically includes the author's name, the title of the work, publication
details, and often a page or location number. The first time a source is cited, the footnote entry is
generally more complete, including full names and publication information. Subsequent citations of
the same source are usually shortened.

The goal of any citation style, including Chicago, is clarity and consistency. When it comes to
specialized materials like maps, the system needs to be flexible enough to accommodate the unique
attributes of these resources. This means considering elements beyond traditional text-based
publications, such as scale, projection, and the publisher of the map itself. A well-constructed footnote
not only points to the source but also provides context about its nature.



The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote for Maps

A typical Chicago style footnote for a map will include several key pieces of information. While the
exact order and punctuation might vary slightly depending on the specific type of map and its
publication format, the core components remain consistent. Understanding these elements is the first
step to creating accurate citations for any cartographic resource.

Essential Components of a Map Footnote

When citing a map using Chicago style, several essential components should be present in the
footnote. These elements help to uniquely identify the map and its source, ensuring verifiability for
your readers.

Author or Creator: This could be an individual cartographer, an organization (e.g., a
government agency, a historical society), or the entity responsible for creating the map's
content. If no specific creator is identifiable, this element may be omitted or attributed to the
publisher.

Title of the Map: The title should be clearly stated, often italicized if it's a standalone map or
part of a larger work where the map itself is considered a distinct item.

Publication Information: This includes the name of the publisher, the place of publication,
and the year of publication. For maps, the publisher is often a geographical society, a
government survey, or a commercial map publisher.

Scale: Including the map's scale (e.g., 1:24,000, 1 inch to 1 mile) is crucial for understanding
its representation of distance and detail.

Edition or Series Information: If the map is part of a series or has a specific edition, this
should be noted.

Location Information (if applicable): For maps found within a larger work (like an atlas or a
book), specify the page number(s) where the map appears.

Date of Creation or Survey: Sometimes the map's content reflects a specific survey date or a
period of creation, which can be distinct from its publication date.

Formatting and Punctuation

Adhering to Chicago's specific formatting and punctuation rules is vital for consistency. Generally,
footnotes begin with a superscript number in the text. The footnote itself starts with the number,
followed by a space. Names of creators are typically listed first name, then last name. Titles of maps
(if treated as standalone works) are italicized. Commas are used to separate distinct pieces of



information, and periods conclude the entry. When a map is part of a larger publication, the citation
structure will reflect that hierarchy.

For example, a typical first citation of a standalone map might look like this: 1. John Smith, "Historic
Downtown Chicago," Chicago Historical Society Maps, no. 15 (Chicago: Chicago Historical Society,
2019). A subsequent citation would be shortened: 2. Smith, "Historic Downtown Chicago." If the map
is within a book, it would be cited differently, referencing the book's details.

Citing Different Types of Maps

The complexity of citing maps increases with the variety of cartographic resources available. Chicago
style offers guidance for these diverse formats, ensuring that each type of map is referenced
accurately according to its origin and nature.

Printed Maps

Printed maps are perhaps the most straightforward to cite. These can be standalone sheets found in
map collections or historical archives. The key is to identify the cartographer, the title of the map, the
publisher, and the year of publication. If the map is part of a series or has an edition number, this
information should also be included. For instance, citing a historical city plan would require careful
attention to the details printed on the map itself.

An example of a printed map citation:

Samuel H. Roberts, "Map of the City of Chicago," published by the Chicago City Council, 1897,1.
scale 1:10,000.

Roberts, "Map of the City of Chicago."2.

Maps in Atlases and Books

When a map is found within a larger published work, such as an atlas or a book, the citation needs to
reflect this nested structure. You will cite the atlas or book as the primary source, with specific details
about the map's location within it. This includes the title of the atlas or book, its publication details,
and the page numbers where the map appears.

Example of a map from an atlas:

3. "World Political Map," in National Geographic Atlas of the World, 10th ed. (Washington, DC: National
Geographic Society, 2018), plate 45, 1:30,000,000.



Online Maps and Digital Cartography

The digital age presents new challenges for citation. Online maps, interactive maps, and GIS data
require specific approaches. For static online maps, you would typically cite the website or platform,
the title of the map (if any), the creator or publisher, and the URL, along with the date you accessed
it. Interactive maps might necessitate a more detailed description of the interface and available
features.

For a Google Maps-style online map, the citation might look something like this:

4. Google Maps, "Chicago, Illinois," accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.8781,-87.6298,12z.

It's important to note that the specific instructions for citing online resources can evolve as digital
formats and platforms change. Always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for
the most up-to-date guidance.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Map Citation

Citing maps can present unique challenges due to the nature of cartographic materials. Identifying
the author, determining the title, and handling variations in publication formats are common hurdles.
However, with careful attention and adherence to Chicago style principles, these can be effectively
managed.

Identifying Authorship and Publication Details

One of the most frequent difficulties is pinpointing the definitive author or creator of a map. Many
historical maps were produced by government agencies, surveying teams, or anonymous engravers,
making traditional author attribution difficult. In such cases, the Chicago Manual of Style suggests
attributing authorship to the corporate body responsible for the map's creation or publication.
Similarly, determining a precise "title" can be tricky if the map is untitled or only has a descriptive
label. Use the most prominent or descriptive text on the map as its title, and italicize it as per
convention.

Handling Variations in Map Formats

Maps come in countless forms: hand-drawn historical documents, mass-produced topographic sheets,
digital renderings, and even maps embedded within larger texts. Each format requires a tailored
citation approach. For instance, a hand-drawn map in a private archive might be cited differently than
a map published by a national mapping agency. The key is to extract as much identifying information
as possible from the physical or digital object and fit it into the Chicago style structure. This might
involve noting the archive or collection where a manuscript map is housed, or the specific software
used to generate a digital map.



Ensuring Accuracy and Completeness

Accuracy is paramount in academic citation. For maps, this means meticulously recording details like
scale, projection, and any accompanying legends or notes. These details provide essential context for
the map's representation of reality. If a map is a reproduction, it is good practice to cite both the
original source (if known and relevant) and the publication where the reproduction appears. When in
doubt, consult the most recent edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or seek guidance from a
librarian or writing center.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Map Footnotes

To ensure your Chicago style map footnotes are consistently accurate, clear, and compliant, adopting
a set of best practices is highly beneficial. These guidelines will help you navigate the complexities of
cartographic citation with confidence and precision.

Consult the Latest Edition of CMOS: The Chicago Manual of Style is regularly updated.
Always refer to the most current edition for the most accurate and relevant citation guidelines,
especially for emerging formats like digital maps and geospatial data.

Be Consistent with Formatting: Whether you are citing multiple maps or a variety of
sources, maintain a consistent approach to formatting and punctuation throughout your
document. This includes the consistent use of italics for map titles and the correct placement of
commas and periods.

Prioritize Verifiability: The primary goal of a footnote is to allow your reader to locate and
verify your source. Therefore, ensure that all necessary identifying information—creator, title,
publisher, date, scale, and location within a larger work or online—is included.

Use Descriptive Titles When Necessary: If a map lacks a formal title, create a brief,
descriptive title in quotation marks. For example, "Map of the Chicago River from a 19th-century
ledger."

Document Access Dates for Online Maps: For any map accessed online, always include the
date you viewed it. This is crucial because online resources can be updated or removed without
notice.

Note Reproductions Clearly: If you are citing a reproduction of a map, indicate this. For
example, if you found a reproduction of an 1880 map in a 2020 book, your citation should
reflect both the original map's details and the book it appears in.

Simplify Subsequent Citations: After the first full citation of a map, use a shortened form for
subsequent references. This typically includes the author's last name (or corporate author) and
a shortened title.



By diligently applying these best practices, you can ensure that your use of Chicago style footnotes
for maps is both professional and academically sound. This attention to detail enhances the credibility
of your work and facilitates a deeper engagement with your research.

FAQ

Q: What is the most important information to include when
citing a historical map in Chicago style?
A: The most important information for a historical map includes the cartographer or creator (if
known), the full title of the map (often italicized), the publisher, the place and year of publication, and
the scale. If the map is part of a larger collection or publication, you must also include details on its
location within that work.

Q: How do I cite a map that I found on a website like Google
Maps or OpenStreetMap?
A: When citing interactive online maps, you should include the name of the platform (e.g., Google
Maps), the specific title of the map or area if it has one, the creator/publisher (often the same as the
platform name), the date of access, and the URL. For example: Google Maps, "Chicago, Illinois,"
accessed November 1, 2023, https://www.google.com/maps.

Q: What if the map I'm citing doesn't have an author listed?
A: If a map lacks a specific individual author, you should attribute authorship to the corporate body
responsible for its creation or publication. This could be a government agency, a geographical society,
or a surveying company. If no corporate author is clear, you might start the citation with the title of
the map.

Q: Should I italicize the title of every map I cite?
A: According to Chicago style, the titles of standalone maps are typically italicized, similar to how you
would italicize the title of a book or pamphlet. If the map is a single page within a larger work (like an
atlas or a book chapter), the map's title might be placed in quotation marks, and the larger work's
title would be italicized.

Q: How do I cite a map that is a reproduction in a book or
article?
A: When citing a map that is a reproduction, you need to cite the source in which it appears. For
example, if you found a reproduction of an old Chicago map in a modern book, you would cite the



book's publication details and the page number(s) where the map is located. It is also good practice, if
possible and relevant, to note the original source of the map being reproduced.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an endnote
in Chicago style for maps?
A: The difference lies solely in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document. The content and format
of the citation itself (whether it's a footnote or endnote) are identical in Chicago style.

Q: How detailed should the "scale" information be in a
Chicago style map footnote?
A: Including the map's scale is important for providing context. It's generally sufficient to state the
scale as it appears on the map, such as "scale 1:24,000" or "1 inch to 1 mile." This helps the reader
understand the level of detail and representation of distances on the map.
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