
chicago style footnote example
illustration
The Chicago Manual of Style is a cornerstone of academic and professional
writing, and understanding its footnote system is crucial for proper
citation. This comprehensive guide delves into a detailed chicago style
footnote example illustration, demystifying the process for various source
types. We will explore the fundamental components of Chicago-style footnotes,
including how to format them correctly for books, journal articles, websites,
and even less common sources. By providing clear examples and explanations,
this article aims to equip writers with the confidence to accurately cite
their sources, ensuring academic integrity and avoiding plagiarism. Mastering
the nuances of Chicago-style footnotes is an investment in the clarity and
credibility of your work.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
author-date system and the notes-bibliography system. This article focuses
exclusively on the notes-bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or
endnotes for citations. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
citation occurs, while endnotes are gathered at the end of the document. Both
serve the same purpose: to direct readers to the original source of
information and to provide supplementary details without disrupting the flow
of the main text.

The effectiveness of Chicago-style footnotes lies in their clarity and
completeness. A well-constructed footnote provides all the necessary
bibliographic information for a reader to locate the source easily. This



includes details like author name, title of the work, publication information
(city, publisher, year), and specific page numbers. Understanding the
structure and content of these notes is paramount for anyone adhering to this
widely respected style guide.

Basic Footnote Structure

A typical Chicago-style footnote begins with a superscript Arabic numeral
that corresponds to a numbered marker in the text. The footnote itself then
presents the citation details. The first time a source is cited in full, the
footnote will contain a comprehensive bibliographic entry. Subsequent
citations of the same source are generally shortened for brevity, often
including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The components of a full note include the author’s name (first name first),
title of the work (italicized for books and journals, or in quotation marks
for articles and chapters), publication information (place of publication,
publisher, and year), and the specific page number(s) being referenced.
Punctuation plays a critical role, with commas separating different elements
and periods generally concluding the note.

Footnote Examples for Common Sources

To illustrate the practical application of Chicago-style footnotes, let's
examine examples for frequently encountered source types. Each example will
demonstrate the correct formatting, including punctuation and capitalization.

Books

Citing a book in a footnote requires specific details. The first time you
reference a book, you will provide its full bibliographic information.
Subsequent references will be abbreviated.

First Footnote Reference: 1. Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice (New York:
Penguin Classics, 2003), 45.

Subsequent Footnote Reference: 2. Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 112.



Journal Articles

Journal articles, particularly those found in academic publications, have a
distinct format. Key elements include the author, article title, journal
title, volume and issue number, date, and page range.

First Footnote Reference: 3. John Smith, "The Evolution of Narrative
Structure," Journal of Literary Studies 45, no. 2 (Spring 2018): 210.

Subsequent Footnote Reference: 4. Smith, "Narrative Structure," 215.

Websites

Citing online sources requires careful attention to accessibility
information. While many website elements mirror book citations, including the
URL and access date, are often included.

First Footnote Reference: 5. Maria Garcia, "Understanding Digital
Humanities," Digital Scholar Blog, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.digitalscholar.com/understanding-digital-humanities.

Subsequent Footnote Reference: 6. Garcia, "Digital Humanities."

Chapters in Edited Books

When citing a chapter written by someone other than the primary author of the
book, you need to include details about both the chapter author and the book
editor.

First Footnote Reference: 7. David Lee, "The Impact of Technology on
Education," in Modern Educational Theories, ed. Sarah Chen (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2020), 88-90.

Subsequent Footnote Reference: 8. Lee, "Technology on Education," 95.



Newspapers and Magazines

Newspaper and magazine articles are cited with their respective publication
details, including the date of publication.

First Footnote Reference: 9. Emily White, "City Council Approves New
Zoning Laws," Chicago Tribune, October 25, 2023, sec. B.

Subsequent Footnote Reference: 10. White, "Zoning Laws."

Subsequent References

The concept of "subsequent references" is a key aspect of efficient footnote
usage in Chicago style. Once a source has been cited in full in a previous
note, subsequent mentions of that same source are typically shortened. This
avoids redundancy and makes the footnotes less cumbersome to read. The most
common method for subsequent references is to use the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title (if it's a book or article title of more than
one word), and the specific page number.

There are a few variations for subsequent references, such as using "Ibid."
(an abbreviation for the Latin word "ibidem," meaning "in the same place")
when the subsequent citation is to the exact same source and page number as
the immediately preceding note. However, the general rule for shortened notes
is more widely applicable and often preferred for clarity, especially when
there are multiple sources by the same author. Always ensure the shortened
title is easily identifiable and distinct from other sources you might be
using.

Elements of a Full Note

A full note in Chicago style is designed to provide all the essential
information a reader needs to locate the original source. The exact elements
can vary slightly depending on the source type, but generally include:

Author: First name followed by last name.

Title: Italicized for books and journals, in quotation marks for
articles and chapters.



Publication Information: For books, this includes the city of
publication, publisher, and year. For journals, it includes volume and
issue numbers and the publication date.

Page Number(s): The specific page(s) from which the information was
drawn.

URL and Access Date: For online sources.

The punctuation used in these notes is also critical. Commas typically
separate the author from the title, and the title from the publication
information. Periods usually mark the end of distinct parts of the citation,
and the note itself concludes with a period. Proper grammar and punctuation
contribute significantly to the professional appearance and usability of your
footnotes.

Creating a Chicago Style Footnote Example
Illustration

To solidify understanding, let's walk through creating a Chicago style
footnote example illustration from scratch. Imagine you are writing a paper
and need to cite a fact found on page 78 of a book titled "The History of
Urban Planning" by Robert Johnson, published in London by Thames & Hudson in
2015.

First, you would place a superscript '1' after the sentence in your text that
contains the information. Then, at the bottom of the page, you would create
the footnote. For the first citation of this book, the footnote would appear
as follows:

1. Robert Johnson, The History of Urban Planning (London: Thames &
Hudson, 2015), 78.

If you were to reference this same book again on page 92 in a later note, say
note number 5, the footnote would be abbreviated:

5. Johnson, The History of Urban Planning, 92.

This systematic approach ensures consistency and clarity throughout your
document, making it easier for your readers to follow your sources.



Why Correct Footnoting Matters

Adhering to the Chicago style of footnoting is more than just following a set
of rules; it's about upholding academic integrity and demonstrating respect
for the intellectual contributions of others. Accurate citations give credit
where it is due, preventing plagiarism and allowing readers to verify your
information. Furthermore, well-crafted footnotes enhance the credibility and
professionalism of your writing. They show that you have engaged deeply with
your research and are transparent about your sources.

The clarity provided by a standardized citation system like Chicago's also
makes your work more accessible to a wider audience. Readers who wish to
explore your topic further can easily locate the primary sources you
consulted. In academic settings, correct footnoting is often a significant
factor in grading, reflecting a writer's attention to detail and scholarly
rigor.

Final Thoughts on Chicago Style Footnotes

Mastering the Chicago style of footnoting, including its precise formatting
for various source types, is an achievable goal with practice. By
understanding the fundamental principles of full notes and subsequent
references, and by diligently applying the specific rules for different
media, writers can ensure their citations are both accurate and effective.
The consistent application of these guidelines will elevate the quality and
trustworthiness of any research or academic paper.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary purpose of a Chicago style
footnote?
A: The primary purpose of a Chicago style footnote is to provide a citation
for information or ideas that have been borrowed from another source, giving
credit to the original author and allowing readers to locate the source
themselves. It also offers a space for supplementary information that might
disrupt the flow of the main text.

Q: How do I format the first footnote reference for



a book in Chicago style?
A: The first footnote reference for a book in Chicago style includes the
author's full name (first name first), the italicized title of the book, the
place of publication, the publisher, the year of publication, and the
specific page number(s) being cited, all followed by a period.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an
endnote in Chicago style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system of Chicago style, footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the citation occurs, while endnotes are compiled at
the end of the document, before the bibliography. Both serve the same
citation purpose.

Q: How do I abbreviate subsequent references to the
same source in Chicago style?
A: For subsequent references to the same source in Chicago style, you
typically use the author's last name, a shortened version of the title
(italicized for books), and the relevant page number(s). For example:
Johnson, The History of Urban Planning, 92.

Q: When should I use "Ibid." in a Chicago style
footnote?
A: "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place") is used when the subsequent citation
refers to the exact same source and page number as the immediately preceding
footnote. If the page number changes, you would use "Ibid." followed by the
new page number. For example: 1. Smith, "Narrative Structure," 210. 2. Ibid.
vs. 1. Smith, "Narrative Structure," 210. 2. Ibid., 215.

Q: How do I cite a website in a Chicago style
footnote?
A: To cite a website in a Chicago style footnote, include the author's name
(if available), the title of the page or article (in quotation marks), the
name of the website (italicized), and the URL, followed by the date you
accessed it. For example: Maria Garcia, "Understanding Digital Humanities,"
Digital Scholar Blog, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.digitalscholar.com/understanding-digital-humanities.

Q: What are the key components of a full Chicago



style footnote for a journal article?
A: The key components for a full Chicago style footnote for a journal article
include the author's full name, the article title (in quotation marks), the
journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the publication
date (including season or month if applicable), and the specific page
number(s) being referenced.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style allow for
superscript numbers in the text for footnotes?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style explicitly recommends using superscript
Arabic numerals in the text, placed after the punctuation of the sentence or
clause to which they refer, to indicate a footnote.
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