
chicago style footnote example graph

chicago style footnote example graph is a crucial element for academic writers and researchers seeking to
accurately cite sources for visual data. Understanding the nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
when incorporating graphical elements into written work is paramount. This comprehensive guide will delve into
the intricacies of creating and citing charts, graphs, and figures according to Chicago style, providing clear
examples and best practices. We will explore the placement of notes, the content of footnotes, and the
essential bibliographic information required for proper attribution. Furthermore, this article will address
common challenges and offer solutions for integrating visual aids seamlessly into your research papers and
scholarly publications, ensuring academic integrity and clarity for your readers.

Table of Contents
Understanding Chicago Style for Visual Data
Types of Visual Data Requiring Footnotes
Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote for a Graph
Creating Footnotes for Different Graph Sources
Placement of Footnotes and Figure Numbers
Best Practices for Citing Graphs in Chicago Style
Common Errors to Avoid When Citing Graphs
Advanced Considerations for Complex Visual Data

Understanding Chicago Style for Visual Data

The Chicago Manual of Style, a widely respected authority on style and usage, provides detailed guidelines for
the presentation and citation of all types of information, including visual data. When it comes to graphs,
charts, and other figures, Chicago style emphasizes clarity, accuracy, and proper attribution. The primary
goal is to allow readers to easily identify the source of the visual information and to acknowledge the
original creators of that data or representation. This involves a systematic approach to numbering figures,
placing them within the text, and creating comprehensive footnotes or endnotes.

The core principle behind Chicago style citation for any source, including graphs, is to provide enough
information for a reader to locate the original material themselves. For visual data, this often means citing
not only the publication where the graph appears but also the original source of the data if it's different. This
diligence ensures that the reader can verify the data and understand its context, which is vital for scholarly
research and avoiding plagiarism.

Types of Visual Data Requiring Footnotes

Numerous types of visual representations commonly found in academic writing require careful citation under
Chicago style. These include, but are not limited to, bar graphs, line graphs, pie charts, scatter plots,
flowcharts, diagrams, maps, and photographs. Essentially, any visual element that presents information or
data not generated by the author themselves must be properly attributed. The complexity of the visual element
does not diminish the necessity of a citation; even a simple pie chart derived from a secondary source warrants a
footnote.

When a graph is adapted or modified from an existing source, it’s crucial to indicate this. Chicago style
suggests using terms like "adapted from" or "modified from" within the caption or footnote to acknowledge the
original creation. If a graph is entirely original, created by the author based on their own research or data, it
would typically not require a footnote for its source, though it would still be numbered and referenced in the
text. However, if the original data for that graph comes from a published or accessible source, that source
must be cited.



Bar Graphs and Pie Charts

Bar graphs, which visually compare discrete categories, and pie charts, which illustrate proportions of a
whole, are frequently used to present statistical data. If a bar graph or pie chart is taken directly from a
book, journal article, or reputable website, a footnote is mandatory. The footnote should identify the source
publication and, ideally, the specific page or URL where the graph was found.

Line Graphs and Scatter Plots

Line graphs are excellent for showing trends over time, while scatter plots reveal the relationship between
two variables. When these types of graphs are presented in academic work, their origins must be clearly
attributed. The process of citing a line graph or scatter plot follows the same principles as other visual
data, focusing on providing a clear path for the reader to the original information.

Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote for a Graph

A Chicago style footnote for a graph typically includes several key pieces of information to ensure
comprehensive citation. This includes a unique figure number, a descriptive title for the graph, and details about
its source. The level of detail required can vary depending on whether the graph is from a book, journal,
website, or other medium. The fundamental components aim to answer who created it, where it can be found, and
what it represents.

The structure of the footnote aims for clarity and conciseness. It should be presented in a consistent format
throughout the document to maintain order. The first citation of a source in a footnote is generally more
complete than subsequent citations, which can be shortened. This practice is consistent with the overall
approach of the Chicago Manual of Style to minimize redundancy while maximizing reader utility.

Essential Information in a Footnote

The essential components of a Chicago style footnote for a graph include:

Figure Number: This corresponds to the number assigned to the graph as it appears in the text.

Title of the Graph: A brief, descriptive title of what the graph depicts.

Author(s) or Creator(s) of the Graph/Data: If known, the individuals or organizations responsible for
creating the original graph or collecting the data.

Title of the Publication/Source: The name of the book, journal, website, or report where the graph was
found.

Publication Details: For books, this includes publisher and year; for journals, volume and issue numbers,
and year; for websites, the URL and access date.

Page Number or Location: The specific page number within a book or article, or a direct link for online
sources.

Notes on Adaptation: If the graph has been modified, this should be noted (e.g., "adapted from," "modified
from").



Creating Footnotes for Different Graph Sources

The specific format of a Chicago style footnote for a graph will vary slightly depending on the nature of its
original source. This adaptability ensures that citations are relevant and useful regardless of where the
visual data originated. The underlying principle remains consistent: provide sufficient information for retrieval.

When crafting footnotes, it is crucial to distinguish between citing a graph as it appears in a secondary source
and citing the original data source if it is different. For instance, a graph in a textbook might be an adaptation
of data from a government report. In such cases, both the textbook and the original report would need to be
acknowledged.

Graphs from Books

When a graph is sourced from a book, the footnote should include the author(s) of the book, the title of the
book (italicized), publication information (city: publisher, year), and the page number(s) where the graph appears.
If the graph is specifically created by an author for the book, and not an adaptation, this would be noted.

Example:
Footnote 1: John Smith, The History of Data Visualization (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 112, fig. 5. (If
the graph itself is also labeled as Figure 5 within the book).

Graphs from Journal Articles

For graphs appearing in academic journal articles, the footnote requires the author(s) of the article, the
article title, the journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, publication year, and the page numbers
where the graph is located.

Example:
Footnote 2: Jane Doe and Richard Roe, "Analyzing Economic Trends," Journal of Applied Statistics 45, no. 2
(2022): 305, fig. 3.

Graphs from Websites

Citing graphs from websites necessitates providing the author or organization responsible for the content, the
title of the specific page or document, the website name (if distinct from the author/organization), the URL, and
the date the page was accessed.

Example:
Footnote 3: U.S. Census Bureau, "Population Growth Projections," accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/projection.html.

Placement of Footnotes and Figure Numbers

The placement of figure numbers and their corresponding footnotes is critical for reader comprehension in
Chicago style. Figures, including graphs, are typically numbered consecutively throughout a document. The
figure number and caption are usually placed directly above or below the visual element itself, depending on the
conventions of the publication or institution.



The footnote reference mark, usually a superscript Arabic numeral, is placed in the text immediately after the
mention of the figure or at the end of the sentence that refers to it. The actual footnote content then appears
at the bottom of the page. This proximity helps readers quickly associate the reference with the source
information.

Referencing Graphs in the Text

When you refer to a graph in your writing, you should use its assigned figure number. For example, you might
write, "As illustrated in Figure 1, there has been a significant increase in sales." This in-text citation links your
discussion directly to the visual representation.

Footnote Placement Conventions

The superscript footnote marker is typically placed after the punctuation mark at the end of a sentence or
clause that references the graph or contains information derived from it. If the reference is very specific to a
particular word or phrase, the marker might be placed immediately after that word or phrase, though this is
less common for general graph references. The footnote itself then appears at the bottom of the page where the
reference mark is located.

Best Practices for Citing Graphs in Chicago Style

Adhering to best practices when citing graphs in Chicago style ensures both accuracy and adherence to
academic standards. Consistency is key, as is clarity for the reader. Making the citation process as
straightforward as possible enhances the credibility and usability of your work.

Beyond simply meeting the requirements, these practices contribute to a more professional and scholarly
presentation. They demonstrate a commitment to acknowledging intellectual property and providing a
transparent research process.

Consistency in Formatting

Maintain a consistent format for all your footnotes and bibliographic entries. If you choose to abbreviate
certain elements (e.g., for subsequent citations), apply this abbreviation uniformly. The Chicago Manual of
Style itself offers guidance on abbreviations for common terms, which can be helpful.

Accuracy of Information

Double-check all details in your citations. Incorrect page numbers, publication years, or URLs can render your
citations useless. Always strive for the highest level of accuracy when transcribing information from your
sources.

Clarity of Source Description

Ensure that the description of the source is clear and unambiguous. If a graph is adapted from multiple sources,
or if the original data is distinct from the presentation of the graph, make this relationship explicit in the



footnote.

Common Errors to Avoid When Citing Graphs

Several common pitfalls can lead to incorrect or incomplete citations of graphs in Chicago style. Recognizing
these errors can help writers avoid them and maintain the integrity of their work. These mistakes often stem
from a misunderstanding of what needs to be cited or how to format the citation correctly.

Being aware of these potential issues is the first step toward preventing them. A meticulous approach to
citation is always the best defense against errors.

Omitting the Source Entirely

The most significant error is failing to cite a graph that is not your own original creation. Even if a graph is
commonplace or seems intuitively understood, if it originated from another source, it requires attribution.

Insufficient Detail in Footnotes

Providing too little information in a footnote is another common problem. For example, citing only the title of
a book without the author, publisher, year, and page number is inadequate. Similarly, for online sources, a
missing URL or access date can be problematic.

Incorrect Formatting

Deviations from Chicago style formatting, such as incorrect italicization of titles, improper use of commas and
periods, or incorrect order of elements, can all lead to citation errors. Pay close attention to the specific
punctuation and capitalization rules.

Advanced Considerations for Complex Visual Data

While the fundamental principles of Chicago style apply broadly, complex visual data or unique citation
scenarios may require additional consideration. This can include citing interactive graphs, data visualizations
created from raw datasets, or graphs that have undergone significant transformation. In such cases, the goal
remains the same: to provide the clearest possible path for the reader to understand and potentially access the
source material.

Navigating these more intricate situations often involves a bit more detective work and careful judgment to
ensure full compliance with the spirit of Chicago style citation. When in doubt, consulting the latest edition
of the Chicago Manual of Style or seeking guidance from an academic advisor is recommended.

Citing Raw Data Sets

If a graph is derived from a raw data set that is publicly available, it may be appropriate to cite the data set
itself, along with the publication where the graph appears. This provides the deepest level of transparency for



readers interested in verifying the underlying data.

Interactive Visualizations

For online interactive graphs or dynamic visualizations, the citation should ideally include a stable URL that
leads directly to the interactive element. If the interaction itself is a crucial aspect of the data presentation,
describe this feature in the footnote if necessary.

---

Q: What is the primary purpose of citing graphs in Chicago style?
A: The primary purpose of citing graphs in Chicago style is to give credit to the original creators of the visual
data or representation, acknowledge the source of information, and enable readers to locate and verify the
data independently, thereby upholding academic integrity.

Q: Where should I place the footnote reference number when citing a graph in
Chicago style?
A: The footnote reference number (a superscript Arabic numeral) should be placed in the text immediately
following the sentence or clause that refers to the graph, or at the end of the sentence that contains
information derived from the graph.

Q: Do I need to cite a graph if I have recreated it myself based on published
data?
A: Yes, if you have recreated a graph yourself based on published data, you still need to cite the original
source of that data in your footnote. The footnote should indicate that the graph has been adapted or
modified from the original source.

Q: How do I cite a graph that appears in an online journal article?
A: When citing a graph from an online journal article, you will include author(s), article title, journal title
(italicized), volume and issue numbers, publication year, page numbers, and the URL of the article, along with
the date you accessed it.

Q: What is the difference between citing a graph and citing a table in Chicago
style?
A: While both require proper citation, the specific formatting for footnotes and bibliography entries may differ
slightly based on the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines for tables versus figures. However, the core principle
of providing complete source information remains the same for both.

Q: Can I use a short-form footnote for a graph if I've already cited it
fully?
A: Yes, according to Chicago style, after the first full citation of a source in a footnote, subsequent
citations to the same source can be shortened, typically including the author's last name and a page number or



other relevant locator. This also applies to graphs.

Q: How should I format the title of a graph in a Chicago style footnote?
A: The title of the graph itself, as it appears on the figure or as you describe it, is usually presented as regular
text within the footnote. The title of the publication where the graph is found, however, would be italicized
(e.g., book title, journal title).

Q: What if the graph I want to use is from a presentation or lecture?
A: Citing a graph from a presentation or lecture would require information about the presenter, the title of the
presentation, the date and location of the presentation, and any other details that help a reader identify the
specific event. If available, a link to a recording or slides would be ideal.
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