
chicago style footnote example figure
chicago style footnote example figure is a crucial element for academic and
professional writers aiming for clarity, precision, and adherence to scholarly conventions.
Understanding how to properly cite figures within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is
essential for avoiding plagiarism and giving credit to original sources. This comprehensive
guide will delve into the intricacies of creating Chicago-style footnotes for figures,
covering everything from basic citation formats to more complex scenarios, and will also
provide practical examples to illustrate these principles. We will explore the nuances of
referencing different types of figures, the placement of footnotes, and the importance of
consistency in your academic writing.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes for
Figures
The Chicago Manual of Style provides a robust framework for citing a wide array of
sources, and this extends to the referencing of figures, illustrations, maps, charts, and
other visual materials. When incorporating a figure into your work, whether it's directly
reproduced or adapted, proper attribution is paramount. This ensures that your readers
can locate the original source of the visual information, lending credibility to your own
research and arguments. Failure to cite correctly can lead to accusations of academic
dishonesty, a serious offense in any scholarly pursuit. Chicago style offers two primary
systems of citation: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For the
purpose of this discussion, we will focus on the notes-bibliography system, which is more
common in humanities and social sciences and is generally preferred when detailed source
information is beneficial.

In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes or endnotes are used to provide detailed
source information for specific points or citations within the text. When referring to a
figure, a superscript number in the text directs the reader to a corresponding footnote at
the bottom of the page or an endnote at the conclusion of the document. This footnote will
contain all the necessary bibliographic details to identify the original source of the figure.
The goal is to make the citation as clear and complete as possible, allowing for easy
verification by your audience.



The Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote for a
Figure
A Chicago-style footnote for a figure generally follows the same principles as citing other
sources, but with specific attention paid to the figure itself. The core components include
the author or creator of the figure (if applicable), the title of the work from which the
figure is taken, publication details, and specific locational information for the figure. The
level of detail required can vary depending on the source type and whether the figure is
being quoted directly or if it's an adaptation. The key is to provide enough information so
that a reader could find the exact figure without ambiguity.

The general format for a footnote when citing a figure can be broken down into several
elements:

Author(s) or Creator(s) Name(s)

Title of the Work (book, article, website, etc.)

Publication Information (publisher, year, journal volume, issue, URL, etc.)

Page Number(s) or specific location of the figure

Description of the Figure (e.g., "Figure 1," "graph," "illustration")

Description of how the figure is used (e.g., "adapted from," "reproduced from")

It's important to remember that the first citation of a source in a footnote will be more
detailed than subsequent citations. Subsequent citations will typically use a shortened
form, often including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number or
specific location.

Citing Figures from Books
When a figure is found within a book, the Chicago-style footnote needs to identify the book
and the specific location of the figure. This is a common scenario in academic writing, as
books often contain valuable diagrams, photographs, and charts that support research.

The format for a first-time footnote citation of a figure from a book typically looks like this:

Author Last Name, Author First Name. "Title of Chapter or Section if Applicable." In Title
of Book, edited by Editor First Name Editor Last Name, Page number(s) where figure
appears: Figure Number and Description. Publisher, Year of Publication.

For example, if you are referencing Figure 3, titled "Geographic Distribution of Species,"
appearing on page 45 of a book titled Biodiversity of the Amazon, authored by Jane Smith
and published by University Press in 2022, the footnote might look like this:

1. Jane Smith, "Biodiversity of the Amazon," Figure 3, "Geographic Distribution of
Species," 45. University Press, 2022.

If the figure is an adaptation or a modification of something found in the book, you would



indicate that. For instance, if you’ve redrawn a graph from the book, you might state
"adapted from."

For subsequent citations of the same figure from the same book, a shortened note is used:

2. Smith, "Biodiversity of the Amazon," 45.

Citing Figures from Journal Articles
Journal articles are another rich source of figures for academic papers. Citing figures from
these sources requires identifying the article, the journal, and the specific page where the
figure is located.

The general format for a first-time footnote citation of a figure from a journal article is:

Author Last Name, Author First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page number(s) where figure appears: Figure Number and Description. DOI or
URL if applicable.

Consider a scenario where you are using Figure 2, "Economic Growth Trends," from an
article titled "Global Economic Dynamics" by John Doe, published in the Journal of
Economics in volume 45, issue 3, in 2023, appearing on page 120. The footnote would be:

3. John Doe, "Global Economic Dynamics," Journal of Economics 45, no. 3 (2023): 120,
Figure 2, "Economic Growth Trends."

If the article is accessed online and has a DOI (Digital Object Identifier), it should be
included.

For subsequent citations of this figure:

4. Doe, "Global Economic Dynamics," 120.

Citing Figures from Websites
In the digital age, figures are frequently sourced from websites. The citation requirements
for web-based figures are similar to other web sources, emphasizing the need to capture
the most pertinent identifying information.

A typical footnote format for a figure from a website is:

Author or Organization Name. "Title of Page or Article." Title of Website. Last modified or
publication date. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

If the figure is specifically identified with a title or caption, include that information. For
instance, if you're using an infographic titled "Climate Change Impacts" found on the
National Weather Service website, last updated on October 15, 2023, and accessed on
November 10, 2023:

5. National Weather Service. "Climate Change Impacts." Last modified October 15, 2023.
Accessed November 10, 2023. https://www.weather.gov/climateimpacts.

If a specific author is listed for the webpage, use that name instead of the organization.

For subsequent citations, if the page has been accessed multiple times and the content
remains stable, you can use a shortened form, but it's generally best to provide the most
specific identifier possible if the content is dynamic.



Citing Figures from Reports and Other
Documents
Reports from government agencies, non-profit organizations, or research institutions often
contain crucial data presented in figures. The citation for these will depend on whether
they are formally published or disseminated electronically.

For a formally published report, the format would resemble that of a book:

Author or Organization Name. Title of Report. Report number if applicable. City:
Publisher, Year. Page number(s) where figure appears: Figure Number and Description.

For example, a figure from a World Health Organization report:

6. World Health Organization. Global Health Statistics 2022. WHO Report no. 2022/1.
Geneva: WHO, 2022. 78, Figure 4.1, "Mortality Rates by Region."

If the report is primarily accessed online, you would follow the website citation format,
including a URL.

For subsequent citations:

7. World Health Organization, Global Health Statistics 2022, 78.

Special Considerations for Figures
There are several nuances to consider when citing figures in Chicago style. If the figure is
an adaptation, modification, or interpretation of an original source, this must be clearly
stated in the footnote. For example, if you have created a new chart based on data from a
study, you would indicate this.

When a figure does not have a specific title, describe it briefly in your footnote. For
instance, "a map illustrating rainfall patterns." The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes
clarity and comprehensiveness, so when in doubt, err on the side of providing more
information.

If a figure is part of a larger work that has multiple editions, always cite the edition you
consulted. This is especially important for books, where content can change significantly
between editions.

Furthermore, consider the copyright implications of reproducing figures. Always ensure
you have the necessary permissions if you are reproducing a figure verbatim, especially
for publication.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Footnotes and
Figures
Consistency is key when applying any citation style, including Chicago. Develop a system
for how you will format your footnotes and stick to it throughout your document. A style
sheet can be helpful for tracking publication details and ensuring uniformity.

Always double-check your footnotes against the original source. Errors in citations can
undermine your credibility. Pay close attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the



order of elements within the footnote.

When referring to a figure in your text, make sure the superscript number is placed
correctly, usually after the sentence or clause that discusses the figure. The corresponding
footnote should then provide the citation for that figure.

It is also good practice to ensure that the figure itself is clearly labeled in your document,
typically with a caption that includes a figure number (e.g., "Figure 1") and a brief
description, followed by the citation information or a reference to the footnote number.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the purpose of a Chicago style footnote
example figure?
A: A Chicago style footnote example figure serves as a precise reference to the original
source of any visual material, such as images, charts, or graphs, used within a written
document. It allows readers to locate the origin of the figure, verify information, and give
credit to the creator, upholding academic integrity.

Q: When do I need to use a Chicago style footnote for a
figure?
A: You need to use a Chicago style footnote for a figure whenever you reproduce or adapt
a visual element from another source. This includes direct copies, modified versions, or
when you are referencing data presented in a figure from a publication.

Q: How does a footnote for a figure differ from a
footnote for a text quote?
A: While both require source attribution, a footnote for a figure often includes more
specific details about the visual element itself, such as its title, caption, or a description, in
addition to the standard bibliographic information of the source it appears within.

Q: What if the figure I'm using doesn't have a clear
author?
A: If a figure lacks a specific author, you would typically attribute it to the organization or
institution responsible for its creation or publication. In some cases, a descriptive title for
the figure might be used as the primary identifier if no author or organizational attribution
is available.



Q: Do I need to include the page number for every
figure citation?
A: Yes, it is generally essential to include the page number where the figure appears
within the source document. This helps the reader quickly locate the specific visual
material being referenced.

Q: Can I use a shortened footnote format for figures
after the first citation?
A: Yes, similar to citing textual sources, you can use a shortened footnote format for
subsequent citations of the same figure. This typically includes the author's last name, a
shortened title of the source, and the page number.

Q: What if the figure is an adaptation of an original
source?
A: If the figure is an adaptation or modification of an original source, you must clearly
state this in the footnote. Phrases like "adapted from" or "modified from" should be
included to indicate that the figure is not a direct reproduction.

Q: Should I include a DOI or URL for figures from online
sources?
A: Yes, if the figure is from an online source, including its DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or
URL is crucial for providing a complete and accessible citation. This allows readers to
easily retrieve the source online.
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