
chicago style footnote example
endnotes
Mastering Chicago Style Footnotes and Endnotes: A Comprehensive Guide with
Examples

chicago style footnote example endnotes are crucial for academic and
professional writing, providing a robust system for citing sources and
allowing readers to trace information back to its origin. Understanding the
nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for both footnotes and endnotes
is paramount for avoiding plagiarism, enhancing credibility, and ensuring
clarity in your work. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process,
offering detailed explanations and practical chicago style footnote example
endnotes for various source types. We will explore the fundamental
differences between notes and bibliographies, the formatting intricacies for
different materials like books, journal articles, and online resources, and
the essential elements required for each citation. By the end of this
article, you will possess the knowledge to confidently implement Chicago
style citations in your own writing, from initial note creation to final
review.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. This article focuses
exclusively on the notes-bibliography system, which is prevalent in many
humanities disciplines such as literature, history, and the arts. This system
employs either footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a
corresponding bibliography at the end of the work. The strength of this
system lies in its ability to provide detailed source information directly
alongside the referenced material, without interrupting the flow of the prose
as extensively as some other methods.



The Chicago style is known for its thoroughness and flexibility, allowing
writers to integrate source information seamlessly. Proper citation is not
merely a matter of academic integrity; it is a demonstration of scholarly
rigor and respect for the original creators of ideas and information.
Mastering the Chicago style ensures that your work is not only well-supported
but also adheres to established academic conventions, making it more
accessible and credible to your intended audience.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes in Chicago Style

A key decision in employing the notes-bibliography system is choosing between
footnotes and endnotes. Both serve the same fundamental purpose: to provide a
reference for a piece of information or a quotation appearing in the main
text. The primary distinction lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at
the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are
collected at the end of the document, typically before the bibliography. The
choice between them is often dictated by the specific requirements of an
institution, publisher, or instructor, though personal preference can also
play a role.

The Functionality of Footnotes

Footnotes offer the advantage of immediate proximity to the referenced text.
When a reader encounters a superscript number in the main body of the work,
they can glance down to the bottom of the same page to find the full
citation. This immediacy can enhance reader experience by reducing the need
to flip to the end of the document, particularly for works with numerous
citations. For shorter documents or those where frequent consultation of
sources is anticipated, footnotes can be particularly effective.

The Rationale Behind Endnotes

Endnotes, conversely, are compiled at the end of the text, chapter, or entire
work. This approach often leads to a cleaner, less cluttered appearance for
the main body of the writing, which can be desirable for lengthy or complex
texts. While it requires the reader to turn to the end of the document,
endnotes are generally considered easier to manage from a typesetting and
layout perspective, especially in print. The information is consolidated,
making it simpler for the writer to review and for the publisher to format.



Essential Elements of a Chicago Style Note

Regardless of whether you choose footnotes or endnotes, the essential
components of a Chicago style citation within a note are largely consistent.
Each note typically includes the author's name, the title of the source,
publication information (place, publisher, and year for books; journal title,
volume, issue, and year for articles), and the specific location (page
number) of the cited material. The order and punctuation of these elements
are crucial for proper formatting.

A key principle is providing enough information for the reader to locate the
source without unnecessary redundancy. For the first mention of a source, a
full citation is required. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened to a more concise format.

Chicago Style Footnote Example: Books

Citing a book in Chicago style requires careful attention to author
attribution, title, and publication details. The first note for a book will
include the author's first and last name, the title in italics, followed by
publication information including the city of publication, the publisher's
name, and the year of publication. The specific page number(s) being
referenced are then listed after the publication details, preceded by a
comma.

First Citation of a Book in a Footnote

For a book by a single author, the format in a footnote is as follows:

1. John Smith, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University
Press, 2020), 45.

In this example, "John Smith" is the author, "The History of Citation Styles"
is the italicized title, "Chicago" is the place of publication, "University
Press" is the publisher, "2020" is the year of publication, and "45" is the
specific page number being cited.

Book with Multiple Authors or Editors

For books with two authors, both names are included. For three or more
authors, the first author's name is given, followed by "et al." Editors are



indicated by "(ed.)" or "(eds.)" after their name.

2. Jane Doe and John Roe, Advanced Citation Techniques (New York:
Academic Publishing, 2019), 112.

3. Susan Green et al., Modern Research Methods (London: Scholar Books,
2021), 88.

4. Robert Black, ed., The Compendium of Knowledge (Boston: Research
House, 2018), 201.

Chicago Style Footnote Example: Journal
Articles

Citing a journal article involves providing details about the author, the
article title, the journal title, volume and issue numbers, the publication
year, and the specific page number(s). The journal title is typically
italicized, while the article title is placed in quotation marks.

First Citation of a Journal Article in a Footnote

The standard format for the first mention of a journal article in a footnote
is:

5. Emily White, "The Evolution of Academic Writing," Journal of
Scholarly Communication 15, no. 3 (2022): 150.

Here, "Emily White" is the author, "The Evolution of Academic Writing" is the
article title in quotes, "Journal of Scholarly Communication" is the
italicized journal title, "15" is the volume number, "3" is the issue number,
"2022" is the publication year, and "150" is the page number. The "no."
abbreviation is used before the issue number.

Journal Articles with Page Ranges

If you are citing a range of pages, the first and last page numbers are
included, separated by a hyphen.

6. David Blue, "Digital Humanities in Practice," Digital Scholarship
Quarterly 8, no. 1 (2023): 75-92.



Chicago Style Footnote Example: Websites and
Online Sources

Citing online sources requires a slightly different approach, as publication
details can be less standardized. When citing a webpage, include the author
(if known), the title of the specific page, the website name, the publication
date (or last updated date), and a URL. It is also good practice to include
an access date.

Webpage Citation in a Footnote

A typical footnote for a webpage looks like this:

7. Sarah Brown, "Understanding Open Access Publishing," Academic Today,
last modified March 15, 2023, https://www.academictoday.com/openaccess.

Note that "Academic Today" is the website name, and the URL is provided. If a
specific page number is available or if the content is paginated in a PDF,
include that information as well.

Online Journal Article with DOI

For online journal articles that have a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), the
DOI is preferred over a URL.

8. Michael Green, "The Impact of AI on Research," Innovation in Academia
10, no. 2 (2021): doi:10.1000/innovation.2021.10.2.

Chicago Style Footnote Example: Other Source
Types

Chicago style can be adapted to cite a wide array of materials, including
newspapers, magazines, interviews, and unpublished manuscripts. The core
principle remains to provide sufficient information for retrieval.



Newspaper Article

For newspaper articles, include the author (if bylined), the article title,
the newspaper name, the date of publication, and the page number(s).

9. Emily Davis, "Local Library Receives Grant," The City Chronicle,
October 26, 2023, A3.

Interview

An interview citation would typically include the interviewee's name, the
type of interview (e.g., personal interview, email interview), and the date.

10. Interview with John Doe, personal interview, November 5, 2023.

Subsequent Citations in Chicago Style

After the first full citation of a source, subsequent references to the same
work can be significantly shortened. This is crucial for maintaining
readability and avoiding excessive length in your notes. Chicago style offers
a few options for these shortened citations.

Using Shortened Titles

The most common method for subsequent citations is to use the author's last
name and a shortened version of the title, followed by the page number.

11. Smith, History of Citation Styles, 78.

12. White, "Evolution of Academic Writing," 165.

The "Ibid." Abbreviation

The Latin abbreviation "ibid." (from ibidem, meaning "in the same place") is
used to refer to the immediately preceding citation. If the page number is
the same, simply "Ibid." is sufficient. If the page number is different,



"Ibid." is followed by the new page number.

13. Smith, History of Citation Styles, 92.

14. Ibid., 95.

15. Ibid.

Note that "Ibid." is generally used only when the preceding note refers to
the same source. Its use is becoming less common in favor of shortened
citations for clarity.

Creating a Bibliography with Chicago Style

In addition to notes, the notes-bibliography system requires a bibliography
at the end of the document. The bibliography lists all the sources cited in
the text, providing a comprehensive overview for the reader. The formatting
in the bibliography is similar to the first note citation, but with some key
differences.

Bibliography Entry for a Book

The author's name is listed in reverse order (last name first), followed by
the title in italics, and then the publication information. Unlike notes, the
publication year appears before the page range for the entire work, if
applicable.

Smith, John. The History of Citation Styles. Chicago: University Press,
2020.

Bibliography Entry for a Journal Article

For journal articles, the author's name is reversed, the article title is in
quotation marks, and the journal title is italicized. The volume, issue, and
year are presented clearly, followed by the page range of the article.

White, Emily. "The Evolution of Academic Writing." Journal of Scholarly
Communication 15, no. 3 (2022): 145–162.

The bibliography is typically alphabetized by the author's last name.



Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Chicago
Style Notes

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style can be challenging, and several
common errors can detract from the professionalism of your work. One frequent
mistake is inconsistent punctuation or capitalization within notes and
bibliography entries.

Another pitfall is failing to provide complete citation information,
especially for online sources where details might seem less obvious. Always
strive to find as much information as possible, including author, title,
publication date, and URL. Over-reliance on "Ibid." can also lead to
confusion if the preceding note is not immediately obvious. Using shortened
citations generally offers greater clarity.

Best practices include:

Consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.

Using citation management software to help generate and format notes and
bibliographies.

Proofreading all citations meticulously for accuracy and consistency.

Understanding the difference between notes and bibliography formatting.

Ensuring that every source mentioned in a note appears in the
bibliography, and vice versa.

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style
Citation

Ultimately, the most critical aspect of using Chicago style, or any citation
style, is consistency. Once you establish a format for a particular source
type, adhere to it throughout your document. Inconsistencies can be
distracting to readers and may signal a lack of attention to detail. Whether
you choose footnotes or endnotes, ensure that the formatting for all similar
source types is uniform.

By diligently applying these principles and examples of chicago style
footnote example endnotes, you will significantly enhance the academic
integrity and clarity of your writing. Remember that citation is an ongoing
process that supports your arguments and acknowledges the contributions of



others, solidifying your position within the scholarly community.

---

FAQ: Chicago Style Footnote Example Endnotes

Q: What is the main difference between Chicago style
footnotes and endnotes?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the citation is referenced in the text, while
endnotes are compiled at the end of the document, before the bibliography.
Both serve the same purpose of citing sources.

Q: When should I use a full citation versus a
shortened citation in Chicago style notes?
A: You should use a full citation for the first time a source is referenced
in your notes. For all subsequent references to the same source, you should
use a shortened citation, which typically includes the author's last name and
a shortened version of the title, followed by the page number.

Q: Can I use the "Ibid." abbreviation with endnotes
in Chicago style?
A: Yes, the "Ibid." abbreviation can be used with endnotes, just as it can
with footnotes. However, its use is generally recommended only when the
immediately preceding note refers to the same source to avoid potential
confusion, and many writers prefer consistent use of shortened citations for
greater clarity.

Q: How do I cite a website that doesn't have a clear
publication date in Chicago style endnotes?
A: If a website lacks a publication date, you can use the abbreviation "n.d."
(no date) in place of the year. You should also include the date you accessed
the website. For example: Jane Doe, "Article Title," Website Name, accessed
October 26, 2023, https://www.example.com.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in



Chicago style?
A: The bibliography in Chicago style provides a complete alphabetical list of
all sources cited in the text. It allows readers to easily find and consult
the original sources, and it serves as a comprehensive record of the research
undertaken for the work.

Q: Are there any differences in formatting between a
Chicago style footnote and a bibliography entry for
the same book?
A: Yes, there are subtle differences. In footnotes, the author's name is
typically presented as "First Name Last Name," and the publication year
appears within parentheses after the publisher. In the bibliography, the
author's name is reversed ("Last Name, First Name"), and the publication year
appears before the page information (if any is listed for the entire work).

Q: How do I cite a source that I found through
another source (e.g., a book cited within another
book) in Chicago style endnotes?
A: In Chicago style, you should cite the source you actually consulted. If
you are referencing information from a book that is quoted or discussed in
another book, cite the book you read. For example, if you read Smith's book
which quotes a passage from Jones's book, cite Smith's book and indicate that
the passage comes from Jones's book within Smith's work.

Q: What is the rule for citing sources with multiple
authors in Chicago style footnotes?
A: For books with two authors, both names are listed in the footnote. For
books with three or more authors, you list the first author's name followed
by "et al." in the footnote. The bibliography entry will follow similar
rules, though the exact presentation might vary slightly depending on the
specific edition of the manual.

Chicago Style Footnote Example Endnotes

Chicago Style Footnote Example Endnotes
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Related Articles
chicago style for academic papers students
chicago style footnotes and bibliography examples paper
chicago style essay rubric template

Back to Home

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-030/chicago-style-for-academic-papers-students.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-030/chicago-style-footnotes-and-bibliography-examples-paper.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-030/chicago-style-essay-rubric-template.pdf
https://www.chem.study

