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chicago style footnote example computer program references can seem daunting to
newcomers, especially when dealing with complex digital sources. Understanding how to properly cite
software, online databases, and digital articles within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) framework
is crucial for academic integrity and clear communication. This comprehensive guide will demystify
the process, providing detailed explanations and practical examples for citing computer programs and
related digital materials. We will explore the nuances of citing specific software, online resources, and
how to construct accurate footnotes and bibliographical entries according to CMOS guidelines.
Mastering these citation techniques ensures your research is credible and your audience can easily
access your sources, a vital skill for any researcher working with contemporary digital information.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Digital Sources

Understanding Chicago Style for Digital Sources
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a flexible yet rigorous framework for citing a wide array
of sources, including those that are increasingly digital in nature. Unlike traditional print media, digital
sources present unique challenges due to their dynamic content, potential for frequent updates, and
varied accessibility. CMOS addresses this by emphasizing clarity, providing sufficient information for
retrieval, and maintaining consistency in formatting. When dealing with a chicago style footnote
example computer program or any digital asset, the core principle remains to give credit to the
original author or creator and to allow your readers to locate the source themselves. This involves
identifying key bibliographic elements such as the author/creator, title, publication information (if
applicable), and crucially, a stable locator like a URL or DOI, alongside an access date for online
materials.



The evolving landscape of digital information necessitates that citation styles adapt. CMOS, with its
two main systems (notes and bibliography, and author-date), offers guidance applicable to software,
databases, websites, and even multimedia content. The notes and bibliography system, which is more
common in humanities, relies on footnotes or endnotes for initial citations, with a corresponding
bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system, prevalent in sciences and social
sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations linked to a reference list. Regardless of the system
chosen, the underlying principles of attribution and retrievability are paramount. For anyone grappling
with a chicago style footnote example computer program, recognizing these foundational elements is
the first step towards accurate citation.

Citing Computer Programs and Software

Footnote Citations for Software
When citing computer software in a footnote using the Chicago Manual of Style, the primary goal is to
provide enough detail for the reader to identify and potentially access the program. This typically
includes the name of the software, its version number, the developer or publisher, and the year of
release. If the software was accessed online or installed from a specific medium, that information
should also be included. For instance, a footnote might look like this: 1. Adobe Photoshop CC 2023,
developed by Adobe Inc., 2023. If you are referencing a specific feature or output generated by the
program, you would mention that within the footnote text.

For a chicago style footnote example computer program used for a specific analytical task, you might
be more precise. For example, if you used a statistical software package for data analysis: 2. R
version 4.2.2, with the 'dplyr' package, by Hadley Wickham et al., 2022, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://cran.r-project.org/. The emphasis here is on providing the most specific identifier available,
including the version and any significant add-on packages that were integral to your analysis. This
level of detail ensures reproducibility and transparency in your research methodology, a critical
aspect of academic rigor when software plays a significant role.

Bibliographical Entries for Software
The bibliographical entry for software follows a similar structure to the footnote citation but is
presented in a more standardized format suitable for a list at the end of your work. The developer or
publisher is typically listed first, followed by the title of the software, the version number, and the
year of publication. If the software is accessible online, the URL should be included. For example:
Adobe Inc. Adobe Photoshop CC 2023. 2023. For specialized software like the R programming
language, the bibliographical entry would reflect its open-source nature and the developers or
maintainers: R Core Team. R: A Language and Environment for Statistical Computing. Vienna, Austria:
R Foundation for Statistical Computing, 2022. https://www.R-project.org/.

When creating a bibliography for software, ensure that all components are present and correctly
formatted according to CMOS guidelines. This includes capitalization conventions for titles and the
appropriate placement of commas and periods. A comprehensive bibliography entry not only credits
the creators of the software but also helps readers understand the tools that underpin your research.



This is particularly important for a chicago style footnote example computer program where the
software itself might be a subject of analysis or a critical component of the methodology. Always
check the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for any updates or specific directives regarding
the citation of digital resources.

Citing Online Databases and Digital Archives

Footnote Citations for Online Databases
Citing online databases within the Chicago style requires careful attention to the specific details that
allow for retrieval. A typical footnote citation for an online database should include the name of the
database, the name of the organization or institution that hosts it, and the URL. If you are referencing
a particular dataset or collection within the database, that should also be specified. For instance: 1.
JSTOR, accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.jstor.org/. If you accessed a specific article through
the database, the citation would be more detailed, akin to citing a journal article, but with the added
database information.

When dealing with a chicago style footnote example computer program that interfaces with a
database, or if the database itself is the focus, you might need to be even more precise. For example,
if citing data retrieved from a specific governmental database: 2. U.S. Census Bureau, "American
Community Survey 2022 1-Year Estimates," accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data.html. Providing the access date is crucial for
online resources, as their content can change. This practice ensures that your citation accurately
reflects the information available at the time of your research.

Bibliographical Entries for Online Databases
In the bibliography, citations for online databases generally follow a structured format. The hosting
organization is usually listed first, followed by the name of the database, and then the URL. Again, the
access date is typically included. For example: JSTOR. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.jstor.org/. For a more specific entry referencing a particular dataset from a governmental
source: U.S. Census Bureau. "American Community Survey 2022 1-Year Estimates." Accessed October
26, 2023. https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data.html.

When constructing bibliographical entries for online databases, it is important to ensure all necessary
components are present and formatted correctly. This includes the organization name, the database
title, and the direct URL. The inclusion of the access date is a critical element that distinguishes the
citation of a dynamic online resource from a static print publication. This careful approach to
bibliographical entries complements the footnotes and provides a comprehensive overview of the
digital resources consulted, thereby enhancing the credibility of your work and offering a clear path
for readers to verify your sources, especially when dealing with something as specific as a chicago
style footnote example computer program used in conjunction with data.



Citing Websites and Web Pages

Footnote Citations for Websites
Citing websites in Chicago style requires identifying the author or organization responsible for the
content, the title of the specific page or article, the website's name, and the URL. An access date is
also essential for web pages as they can be updated or removed without notice. For a general
reference to a website's homepage: 1. The White House, https://www.whitehouse.gov/ (accessed
October 26, 2023). If you are referencing a specific article or page: 2. John Smith, "The Future of
Artificial Intelligence," TechBlog, October 15, 2023, https://www.techblog.com/future-of-ai (accessed
October 26, 2023).

When you encounter a chicago style footnote example computer program discussed on a website,
you would cite the website according to its content. For instance, if a company blog post reviews a
new software: 3. "New Software X Revolutionizes Workflow," SoftwareSolutions Blog, October 20,
2023, https://www.softwaresolutionsblog.com/new-software-x (accessed October 26, 2023). The key is
to extract as many identifiable elements as possible from the web page to aid in its retrieval and
verification.

Bibliographical Entries for Websites
For bibliographical entries of websites, the format is similar to footnotes but adapted for a list. The
author or organization is listed first, followed by the page title, the website name (if different from the
organization), publication date (if available), and the URL with the access date. For the White House
example: The White House. https://www.whitehouse.gov/. Accessed October 26, 2023. For the specific
blog post: Smith, John. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." TechBlog, October 15, 2023.
https://www.techblog.com/future-of-ai. Accessed October 26, 2023.

When creating bibliographical entries for websites that discuss software or technology, clarity and
completeness are paramount. A well-formatted entry for a chicago style footnote example computer
program found on a vendor's site would include: SoftwareCompany. "Product Y Features."
SoftwareCompany Website, n.d. https://www.softwarecompany.com/product-y. Accessed October 26,
2023. The inclusion of "n.d." (no date) is used when a publication date is not apparent. Adhering to
these guidelines ensures that your bibliography is accurate and helpful to your readers in tracing your
sources.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Formatting Numerical Citations
One of the most common challenges when using the Chicago Manual of Style, especially with digital
sources, is maintaining consistent formatting for numerical citations. Footnotes are typically
numbered consecutively throughout the text. The first citation of a source should be a full citation,



while subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened. For a chicago style footnote
example computer program, this means the first mention of a software might be a detailed entry,
while subsequent mentions can use a shortened title and page number if applicable, or simply the
author and a shortened title.

Ensuring that footnote numbers in the text correspond correctly to their entries in the notes section is
also critical. Many word processing programs have built-in tools for managing footnotes, which can
help prevent errors. Beyond the numbering itself, pay close attention to the punctuation,
capitalization, and the order of elements within each footnote. Even small deviations can affect the
overall professionalism and clarity of your academic work. When in doubt, always refer to the latest
edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for precise formatting rules.

Handling Different Types of Digital Content
The diversity of digital content means that no single template fits every scenario. Whether you are
citing a complex simulation, a piece of open-source code, a digital art installation, or a social media
post, the principles of identifying the creator, title, date, and a reliable locator remain consistent. For
a chicago style footnote example computer program, if it is a proprietary software, the publisher and
year are key. If it is an open-source project on GitHub, you would cite the repository, specific commit
(if possible), and the URL, along with an access date.

It is also important to consider the context of your citation. If the computer program is the subject of
your research, you might need to provide more extensive details about its functionality and
provenance. If it is merely a tool used in your research, a concise citation that allows for retrieval
might suffice. Always ask yourself: "What information does my reader need to find this exact source?"
This user-centric approach is fundamental to effective citation practices, especially in our increasingly
digital academic environment.

FAQ

Q: How do I cite a specific function or module within a
computer program in Chicago style?
A: If a specific function or module within a computer program is critical to your argument, you should
mention it in the text of your footnote or endnote. For example: "The analysis relied on the 'kmeans'
function within the 'stats' package in R (R Core Team, R version 4.2.2)." The bibliographical entry
would still list the overall program, but the note provides the specific detail.

Q: What if the computer program I'm citing is no longer
available or has been updated significantly?
A: For software that is no longer available or has been heavily updated, include the version number
and publication date you used. If possible, note that the version you accessed is no longer current. For
online resources that are defunct, cite them as they were when you accessed them, and include the
access date.



Q: Should I include the DOI when citing software or online
databases if one is available?
A: Yes, if a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is available for the software or database, you should include
it. DOIs are persistent identifiers that help ensure long-term accessibility. Format it according to
Chicago style guidelines, often after the URL or in place of it if it serves as the primary locator.

Q: How do I cite a cloud-based application or Software as a
Service (SaaS) in Chicago style?
A: Cite cloud-based applications similarly to other online software. Include the application name,
provider, version (if applicable), and the URL. For example: "Google Docs (Google LLC), accessed
October 26, 2023, https://docs.google.com/." The access date is crucial for these dynamic, web-based
services.

Q: What is the difference between citing software in the notes
and in the bibliography in Chicago style?
A: In the notes (footnotes or endnotes), the citation is typically more narrative and can include
specific details about how you used the software. In the bibliography, the citation is more
standardized and focuses on providing essential bibliographic information for retrieval, usually with
the developer/publisher first, followed by the title and publication details.

Q: How do I cite software that I developed myself for a
research project in Chicago style?
A: If you developed the software yourself, you are effectively the creator. In the notes, you might
describe its function and purpose. In the bibliography, you would list yourself as the author/developer
and provide the title of the software, its version (if applicable), and the date of development or
access. You would likely also include a URL if it's hosted online.

Q: What are the essential elements for a chicago style
footnote example computer program citation?
A: The essential elements generally include: the name of the program, version number (if applicable),
the developer or publisher, and the year of release or access. For online programs, a URL and access
date are crucial. Specificity is key to allowing readers to locate your source.
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