
chicago style footnote example
citation

The Chicago Manual of Style is a comprehensive guide for academic and
professional writing, and mastering its citation system is crucial for
scholarly integrity. Understanding the nuances of a chicago style footnote
example citation can elevate the clarity and credibility of your research.
This article will delve deep into the intricacies of crafting accurate
footnotes and their corresponding bibliographical entries, covering various
source types from books and journal articles to websites and archival
materials. We will explore the fundamental differences between footnotes and
endnotes, the essential components of each citation element, and common
pitfalls to avoid. By the end of this detailed guide, you will be well-
equipped to implement Chicago style citations flawlessly in your own work,
ensuring your sources are properly acknowledged and easily accessible to your
readers.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. The notes-bibliography
system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes, is widely preferred in many
humanities disciplines such as literature, history, and art history. This
system allows for detailed explanations and supplementary information to be
embedded within the text without disrupting the flow of the main narrative, a
key advantage for intricate arguments or when referencing a vast array of
sources.

Footnotes provide a direct link between the text and its source, appearing at
the bottom of the page where the reference occurs. This immediate
accessibility is a hallmark of the Chicago style, allowing readers to quickly
verify information or explore cited works without having to turn to the back
of the book or document. The system is designed for clarity, precision, and
the seamless integration of scholarly apparatus into the body of the work.



The Purpose of Footnotes in Chicago Style

Footnotes in Chicago style serve several critical functions beyond simple
source attribution. They are instrumental in providing the full bibliographic
details of a cited work upon its first mention. Subsequent citations of the
same source are then typically shortened, saving space and improving
readability. Moreover, footnotes are an ideal vehicle for including
parenthetical explanations, elaborations on a point, or acknowledgments of
less central sources that do not warrant inclusion in the main text. They can
also be used to clarify translations or provide contextual information about
a source.

Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote

A Chicago style footnote, especially on its first appearance of a source,
comprises several key elements presented in a specific order and with
particular punctuation. These elements work together to provide all the
necessary information for a reader to locate the source. Understanding this
structure is fundamental to constructing accurate citations. The core
components generally include the author's name, the title of the work,
publication details (place, publisher, year), and specific location
information (page numbers).

The order and punctuation can vary slightly depending on the source type, but
a general template for a book includes: Author's First Name Last Name, Title
of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number(s).

Basic Footnote Examples

To illustrate the principles of Chicago style footnote citation, it is
helpful to examine examples across different common source types. These
examples will demonstrate the specific formatting requirements for each,
highlighting the essential elements and their correct placement. Consistency
in application is key to maintaining the integrity of your citations.

Citing Books

When citing a book in a Chicago style footnote, the first mention will
include the full bibliographic details. Subsequent mentions of the same book
are then shortened.

First Footnote Citation for a Book:

1. John Smith, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020), 150.



Subsequent Footnote Citation for the Same Book:

2. Smith, History of Chicago, 175.

If you are citing multiple works by the same author, you will need to include
a shortened title even in subsequent footnotes to distinguish between them.
For example, if Smith had another book, a subsequent citation might look
like: Smith, Another Chicago Tale, 45.

Citing Journal Articles

Citing journal articles in Chicago style requires details about the author,
the article title, the journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication
year, and specific page numbers. For periodicals, the title is typically
italicized.

First Footnote Citation for a Journal Article:

3. Jane Doe, "Urban Development in Post-War America," Journal of Urban
History 45, no. 3 (2019): 310.

Subsequent Footnote Citation for the Same Journal Article:

4. Doe, "Urban Development," 325.

Note that the article title is enclosed in quotation marks and the journal
title is italicized. Page numbers are crucial for pinpointing the exact
location of the cited information.

Citing Websites

Citing web content requires careful attention to available information, as
website structures can vary greatly. Essential elements include the author
(if known), the page title, the website name, a stable URL, and the date of
access. It is also advisable to include the publication or last modified date
if available.

Footnote Citation for a Web Page:

5. Emily White, "The Future of Public Transportation," City Planning Blog,
May 15, 2022, https://www.cityplanningblog.com/future-transportation.
Accessed October 26, 2023.

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the page. If there is no
clear publication date, provide the access date.



Citing Archival Materials

Citing materials from archives, such as manuscripts or correspondence,
demands specific details about the collection, the item within the
collection, and its location within the archive. This ensures that other
researchers can find the exact item you referenced.

Footnote Citation for Archival Material:

6. "Letter from Mayor Richard J. Daley to Community Leaders," October 10,
1975, Box 12, File "Community Outreach," Mayor's Office Records, Chicago
History Museum, Chicago.

The level of detail required for archival citations can be extensive, and
it's important to follow the specific guidelines provided by the archive
itself if available, or the general principles of Chicago style.

Citing Other Source Types

Chicago style offers guidance for a wide array of source types, including
interviews, government documents, films, and more. Each requires a tailored
approach to ensure all necessary identifying information is present.

Interview:

7. John Davis, interview by author, October 15, 2021, Chicago.

Government Document:

8. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Report on Urban Housing
Trends (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2018), 45.

The key principle across all these examples is to provide enough information
for the reader to unambiguously identify and locate the source. This often
involves a combination of author, title, date, and location details.

Differences Between Footnotes and Endnotes

While both footnotes and endnotes serve the same purpose in the notes-
bibliography system – to cite sources and provide supplementary information –
their placement differs significantly. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the
page where the reference is made, offering immediate access. Endnotes,
conversely, are compiled at the end of the document, chapter, or book, in
numerical order.



The choice between footnotes and endnotes often depends on the publisher's
preference or the author's stylistic choice. Footnotes can be more disruptive
to the visual flow of a page but are convenient for readers who want to
consult the source immediately. Endnotes are less visually intrusive on the
page but require the reader to flip to the back of the work.

The Bibliographical Entry Connection

A crucial aspect of the Chicago notes-bibliography system is the accompanying
bibliography. Every source cited in a footnote or endnote must also appear in
the bibliography, which is listed at the end of the document. The
bibliographic entry provides the full, unabbreviated details of the source,
arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. This bibliography serves
as a comprehensive list of all the works consulted or cited in the paper.

The formatting of bibliographic entries differs slightly from footnote
entries. For example, in a bibliographic entry for a book, the author's last
name comes first, followed by a comma, then the first name. The publication
information is also presented differently, often with the place of
publication, publisher, and year listed together. For instance, a
bibliographic entry for John Smith's book would appear as: Smith, John. The
History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Formatting Guidelines for Footnotes

Adhering to precise formatting guidelines is essential for Chicago style
footnotes. The first note for any given source is generally full and formal,
while subsequent notes are shortened. Footnote numbers in the text are
typically superscript Arabic numerals, placed after the punctuation of the
sentence or clause they refer to.

The footnote itself begins with a superscript Arabic numeral corresponding to
the number in the text, followed by a period or a tab. The author's name in
the footnote typically appears in first name, last name order. Titles of
books and journals are italicized, while titles of articles and chapters are
enclosed in quotation marks. Page numbers are always included when referring
to specific information. Consistency in the use of punctuation, indentation,
and capitalization is paramount.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Chicago Style
Citations

Several common errors can undermine the accuracy and professionalism of
Chicago style citations. One frequent mistake is inconsistency in formatting,
such as mixing up the order of elements, using incorrect punctuation, or
varying between italics and quotation marks for titles. Another pitfall is
failing to include all necessary components for a particular source type,
leaving readers unable to locate the cited material.



Here are some common mistakes to watch out for:

Omitting essential publication details like publisher or year.

Incorrectly formatting author names (e.g., last name, first name in the
footnote itself).

Forgetting to italicize book or journal titles.

Not using quotation marks for article or chapter titles.

Inaccurately citing page numbers or omitting them altogether.

Failing to create a corresponding bibliography entry for every footnote.

Using inconsistent styles for subsequent shortened citations.

Careful review and adherence to the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines can
help prevent these errors and ensure your work meets the highest scholarly
standards.

Key Takeaways for Chicago Style Footnote Accuracy

Achieving accuracy in chicago style footnote example citation requires
diligence and a thorough understanding of its principles. The system
prioritizes clarity and provides readers with all the necessary information
to access your sources. Remember that the first footnote citation for a
source is comprehensive, while subsequent citations are shortened. Always
ensure your footnotes have a corresponding entry in your bibliography,
formatted according to Chicago style conventions. Practice and attention to
detail are your most valuable tools in mastering this important citation
style.

By consistently applying these rules and referencing the official Chicago
Manual of Style when in doubt, you can produce well-researched and impeccably
cited academic work. The goal is not just to cite, but to cite effectively,
enhancing the reader's experience and the credibility of your research.

Ultimately, the correct use of chicago style footnote example citation is a
testament to scholarly integrity and a commitment to academic rigor. It
demonstrates respect for the work of others and allows your readers to follow
your intellectual journey with confidence.

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote
and an endnote in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the reference is made in the text, while endnotes
are compiled numerically at the end of the document, chapter, or book.



Q: When do I use full bibliographic information in a
Chicago style footnote?
A: You use the full bibliographic information for the first time a specific
source is cited in your paper. All subsequent citations of that same source
are shortened.

Q: How do I cite a website that doesn't have a
publication date?
A: If a website lacks a publication or last modified date, you should provide
the date you accessed the website. For example: Author (if known), "Page
Title," Website Name, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a journal article
in a footnote?
A: No, the title of a journal article should be enclosed in quotation marks.
The title of the journal itself, however, should be italicized.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in the
Chicago notes-bibliography system?
A: The bibliography serves as a complete, alphabetized list of all sources
cited in your paper, providing full bibliographic details for each. It
complements the footnotes or endnotes by offering a consolidated reference
list.

Q: How are page numbers handled in subsequent
footnote citations?
A: In subsequent shortened footnotes, you generally include the author's last
name, a shortened title of the work (if necessary to distinguish it from
other works by the same author), and the specific page number(s) being
referenced.

Q: Can I include explanatory material in a Chicago
style footnote?
A: Yes, Chicago style footnotes are an excellent place to include brief
explanatory notes, clarifications, or supplementary information that does not
fit smoothly into the main text but is relevant to your argument.

Q: What is the correct order for author names in a
Chicago style footnote?
A: In a footnote, author names are typically listed in the standard first
name, last name order (e.g., John Smith). This is reversed in the
bibliography entry.
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