chicago style footnote example article

Understanding the Chicago Style Footnote: A Comprehensive Guide with Examples

chicago style footnote example article demonstrates the critical role of
proper citation in academic and professional writing. Adhering to a specific
citation style, like Chicago, ensures clarity, credibility, and avoids
plagiarism. This guide will delve into the intricacies of creating accurate
Chicago-style footnotes, covering various source types and common scenarios.
We will explore the fundamental principles, the difference between notes and
bibliography, and provide practical, step-by-step examples for books,
articles, websites, and more, equipping you with the knowledge to confidently
implement this widely respected citation method.
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What is the Chicago Style?

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted style guide in the
United States, particularly in the humanities and some social sciences. It
offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the notes-
bibliography system, which utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources
within the text, accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of
the work. This system is favored for its ability to provide detailed source
information directly at the point of reference, enhancing the reader's
experience and the author's scholarly rigor.

Understanding the Chicago style is essential for anyone involved in academic
research, publishing, or any field where precise attribution of sources is
paramount. It provides a standardized framework for acknowledging the
intellectual contributions of others, allowing readers to easily locate and
verify the original sources of information. This meticulous approach to



citation fosters trust and demonstrates the author's commitment to academic
integrity and thorough research practices.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes vs. Bibliography

In the Chicago notes-bibliography system, there are three key components that
work in tandem to provide a complete citation trail: footnotes, endnotes, and
the bibliography. While often used interchangeably in casual discussion, they
serve distinct purposes.

Footnotes

Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is made. They
are indicated by a superscript number in the text that corresponds to a
numbered note at the bottom of the page. This placement allows readers to
quickly consult the source information without losing their place in the main
text. Footnotes are ideal for works where frequent consultation of sources is
expected and immediate access to citation details is beneficial.

Endnotes

Endnotes, on the other hand, are collected at the end of the main body of the
text, before the bibliography. Like footnotes, they are indicated by
superscript numbers in the text. While they serve the same purpose of
providing source information, their placement can sometimes interrupt the
flow of reading more than footnotes. However, some prefer endnotes for
aesthetic reasons or to avoid cluttering the main pages of a document.

Bibliography

The bibliography is a list of all the sources cited in the text, alphabetized
by author's last name, and presented at the very end of the document. Unlike
footnotes or endnotes, which can include shortened versions of citations for
subsequent references, the bibliography provides full bibliographic details
for every source. This allows readers to find complete information about all
the works consulted and cited by the author.

Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote

A Chicago-style footnote consists of a superscript number in the text,
followed by the corresponding note at the bottom of the page or at the end of
the document. The structure of the note itself depends on the type of source



being cited. However, there are common elements and formatting conventions to
observe.

The first time a source is cited, the footnote will contain full
bibliographic information. Subsequent citations of the same source will use a
shortened form, typically including the author's last name, a shortened
title, and the page number(s). The punctuation and order of elements are
crucial for correct formatting, and consistency is key.

Key elements often include:

e Author's full name (first name first).

e Title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for
articles).

Publication information (place of publication, publisher, year).

Page number(s).

For articles: Journal title, volume number, issue number, and
publication dates.

For websites: URL and access date.

Creating Footnotes for Different Source Types

Mastering the creation of Chicago-style footnotes requires understanding the
specific formatting for various types of sources. The goal is to provide
enough information for the reader to identify and locate the original
material.

Books

Citing a book in a Chicago-style footnote involves providing the author's
name, the book's title, publication details, and the specific page number(s)
referenced. For the first citation of a book, the format is generally as
follows:

First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year),
page number(s).

For example:

1. Jane Doe, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020), 45.



Journal Articles

Citing a journal article requires including the author's name, the article
title, the journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and
page numbers. For the first citation:

First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Publication Date): page number(s).

For example:

2. John Smith, “Urban Development Patterns,” Journal of Urban Studies 35, no.
2 (Spring 2019): 112.

Websites

Citing online sources requires careful attention to detail to ensure readers
can access the content. For a webpage:

First Name Last Name (if available), “Title of Webpage,” Name of Website,
publication or last modified date, accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the webpage. For example:

3. “Guide to Chicago Neighborhoods,” Choose Chicago, last modified October
15, 2022, accessed December 1, 2023,
https://www.choosechicago.com/neighborhoods.

Book Chapters

When citing a specific chapter within an edited book, you need to attribute
both the chapter author and the editor(s) of the overall work.

First Name Last Name (of chapter author), “Title of Chapter,” in Title of
Book, ed. Editor's Full Name (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page
number(s).

For example:

4. Emily Davis, “The Architecture of the Loop,” in Chicago: A City of
Stories, ed. Robert Johnson (New York: Penguin Books, 2018), 78-90.

Newspaper Articles

Similar to journal articles, newspaper articles include the author, article
title, newspaper name, date, and page numbers. For online newspaper articles,
include the URL and access date.

First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Name of Newspaper, Month Day, Year,
page number(s) (for print).

For example (print):

5. Michael Brown, “New Museum Opens Downtown,” Chicago Tribune, November 28,
2023, B3.



Interviews

When citing an interview, provide the name of the interviewee, the type of
interview (e.g., personal interview, email interview), and the date it
occurred. If the interview is published or archived, include that
information.

Full Name of Interviewee (personal interview or email interview with Author,
Month Day, Year).

For example:

6. Sarah Lee (personal interview with Author, December 1, 2023).

Works with Multiple Authors or Editors

For works with two authors, list both in the footnote. For works with three
or more authors, list the first author followed by "et al." (meaning "and
others").

For two authors:

First Name Last Name and Second Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year), page number(s).

For three or more authors:

First Name Last Name et al., Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number(s).

Subsequent Citations

After the first full citation, subsequent references to the same source are
typically shortened. This saves space and reduces redundancy.

The common format for subsequent citations is:
Last Name, Shortened Title, page number(s).

If the author has multiple works, include a shortened title. If the author
has only one work cited, the title may be omitted.

For example:
7. Doe, History of Chicago, 102.

If you are citing the immediately preceding source again, you can use "Ibid."
(meaning "in the same place").

For example:
8. Doe, History of Chicago, 105.
9. Ibid., 106.

If the subsequent citation of "Ibid." refers to a different page number in
the same source as the preceding note, you would format it as:

10. Ibid., 108.



Common Footnote Pitfalls to Avoid

Even with a clear understanding of the rules, writers can fall into common
traps when using Chicago-style footnotes. Awareness of these issues can help
prevent errors and ensure accurate citations.

One frequent mistake is inconsistent punctuation. Ensure commas, periods, and
colons are placed correctly according to CMOS guidelines. Another pitfall is
using the same format for all source types; each type has its specific
requirements. Forgetting to include all necessary publication details (like
the publisher or year for books) can also be problematic, as it hinders the
reader's ability to locate the source.

Another common error is the incorrect use of "Ibid." It should only be used
for the immediately preceding note. Mixing up the order of elements within a
citation is also an issue. Furthermore, failing to consistently use italics
for book titles and quotation marks for article titles can lead to formatting
errors.

Finally, remember the distinction between the first citation and subsequent
citations. Using full bibliographic details every time is unnecessary and
deviates from the efficiency of the shortened note format and the "Ibid."
abbreviation.

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style

Regardless of the specific elements you are citing, consistency is the
bedrock of proper citation. Once you establish a format for a particular type
of source, adhere to it throughout your entire document. Inconsistency
undermines the credibility of your work and can confuse your readers.

This means maintaining the same order of elements, the same punctuation, and
the same formatting (e.g., italics, quotation marks) for similar source types
across your paper. If you are using footnotes, ensure that every reference is
correctly numbered and that the corresponding note is accurately formatted.
The same principle applies if you opt for endnotes.

A commitment to consistency in your Chicago-style footnote examples not only
demonstrates attention to detail but also makes your work more professional
and scholarly. It shows that you respect the sources you have used and have
taken the time to properly credit them, enhancing the overall quality and
trustworthiness of your writing.

By carefully following these guidelines and practicing with various source
materials, you can confidently produce Chicago-style footnotes that are



accurate, clear, and adhere to the esteemed standards of this citation
method. The goal is always to provide your readers with the necessary
information to trace your research and to acknowledge the intellectual
contributions of others with precision and integrity.

This comprehensive approach to Chicago style footnotes ensures that your
research is well-supported and your writing is presented with the highest
level of academic rigor. Whether you are a student, a researcher, or a
professional writer, mastering these techniques will significantly elevate
the quality and credibility of your work.

FAQ: Chicago Style Footnote Example Article

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes
and endnotes in the Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes are collected
at the end of the main text, before the bibliography. Both serve the purpose
of providing source information indicated by superscript numbers in the text.

Q: When should I use "Ibid." in my Chicago-style
footnotes?

A: You should use "Ibid." (short for the Latin word for "in the same place")
when citing the same source as the immediately preceding note. If the page
number is different, you would include the new page number after "Ibid." For
example: Ibid., 45.

Q: How do I cite a book with an editor in Chicago
style footnotes?

A: For a book with an editor, the first footnote citation typically follows
this format: First Name Last Name (of author), Title of Book, ed. Editor's
Full Name (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number(s).

Q: What is the shortened form for subsequent
citations of a book in Chicago style?

A: For subsequent citations, you use the author's last name, a shortened
version of the book's title (italicized), and the specific page number(s).



For example: Doe, History of Chicago, 78.

Q: How should I format a Chicago style footnote for
a webpage that does not list an author?

A: If no author is listed for a webpage, begin the footnote with the title of
the webpage (in quotation marks), followed by the name of the website, the
publication or last modified date, the access date, and the URL.

Q: What are the key elements to include when citing
a journal article in a Chicago footnote?

A: For a journal article, you need the author's full name, the article title
(in quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue
numbers, the publication date, and the page numbers.

Q: Can I use a mix of footnotes and endnotes in the
same Chicago-style document?

A: No, the Chicago Manual of Style recommends using either footnotes or
endnotes consistently throughout a document, but not both. You choose one
system and adhere to it.

Q: How do I cite a source that I found through
another source (a secondary source) in Chicago
style?

A: When citing a secondary source, you typically cite the source you
consulted directly. The footnote would include information about the
secondary source, but you can indicate within the note that you are
referencing a work cited in that secondary source. For example: John Smith,
Original Work (year), as cited in Jane Doe, Secondary Work (year), page
number. However, the preferred method is always to consult the original
source if possible.

Q: What 1is the correct punctuation for a Chicago
style footnote citation for a book?

A: The punctuation is crucial. For the first citation of a book, it generally
looks like this: First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year), page number. Note the comma after the author's name, the
comma after the parenthetical publication information, and the period at the
end of the note.



Q: How do I ensure my Chicago style footnotes are
consistently formatted?

A: Consistency is paramount. Create a style sheet or refer back to your
examples regularly. Pay close attention to punctuation, the order of
elements, and the use of italics and quotation marks for every citation. If
you are unsure, consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.
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