
chicago style footnote example article in
magazine
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected authority for academic and professional
writing, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. When citing sources within a magazine
article, understanding the nuances of Chicago style footnotes is paramount for maintaining
academic integrity and providing clear attribution. This article delves into the intricacies of crafting
a Chicago style footnote example for an article published in a magazine, covering essential
components, common scenarios, and best practices for seamless integration. We will explore how to
correctly format citations for magazine articles, including when the publication is online or in print,
and the specific details required for each element.
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Understanding Chicago Style Footnotes
Chicago style employs a dual citation system, offering both a bibliography and a notes-and-
bibliography approach. For magazine articles cited within a larger work, especially in publications
where space might be a concern or a more integrated citation method is preferred, footnotes are the
designated tool. Footnotes provide immediate reference to the source material directly at the point
of citation within the text. This allows readers to quickly locate the origin of information without
having to flip to the end of the document, enhancing the reading experience and the credibility of
the content.

The purpose of footnotes is to acknowledge borrowed ideas, direct quotes, paraphrased information,
and data. They serve as a crucial mechanism for avoiding plagiarism and enabling readers to verify
the accuracy and context of the claims made. In the realm of magazine journalism and scholarly
articles that feature magazine sources, adherence to the Chicago Manual of Style's guidelines for
footnotes ensures consistency and professionalism.

Elements of a Chicago Style Magazine Article Footnote
A well-constructed Chicago style footnote for a magazine article comprises several key components,
each contributing to the completeness and clarity of the citation. These elements, when arranged
correctly, provide all the necessary information for a reader to find the original source.
Understanding each piece is vital for accurate referencing.



Essential Information for Magazine Citations
Regardless of whether the magazine article is in print or accessed online, certain core details are
indispensable. These include the author's name, the title of the article, the title of the magazine, the
date of publication, and the page number(s) or URL. Omitting any of these can render the citation
incomplete and therefore less useful.

Author and Article Title
The author's name is typically presented in the format: First Name Last Name. If the article is
unsigned, this element is omitted, and the citation begins with the article title. The title of the
magazine article itself is enclosed in quotation marks. This distinguishes the article from the larger
publication in which it appears.

Magazine Title and Publication Details
The title of the magazine is italicized to indicate it is a periodical. Following the magazine title are
the volume and issue numbers if available, the date of publication (including the month and day for
weekly or bi-weekly publications), and the specific page number(s) where the article can be found in
the print edition. For online articles, the page number is often replaced by a stable URL or DOI
(Digital Object Identifier).

Footnote Format for a Print Magazine Article
Citing a physical magazine article in a Chicago style footnote requires meticulous attention to detail.
The format ensures that any reader can locate the exact issue and page of the publication. It's a
straightforward process once the individual components are identified.

Structure of a Print Magazine Footnote
The standard structure for a print magazine article footnote in Chicago style is as follows:

First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Magazine, Month Day, Year, page(s) cited.

For example, if you were citing an article by John Smith published in "Modern Discoveries" on
October 15, 2023, on pages 45-47, the footnote would appear as:

1. John Smith, "The Future of AI," Modern Discoveries, October 15, 2023, 45.

If you cite the same source again later in your text, a shortened note format is used. This shortened
note typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the article title (if it's long),
and the page number.



Shortened Note Example for Print
2. Smith, "The Future of AI," 47.

Footnote Format for an Online Magazine Article
The digital age has introduced new challenges and formats for citations. When referencing an article
found online, the Chicago Manual of Style provides clear guidelines to ensure accessibility and
verifiability. The key difference lies in the inclusion of URL or DOI information.

Structure of an Online Magazine Footnote
The format for an online magazine article is similar to its print counterpart, with the addition of
access information:

First Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Magazine, Month Day, Year, accessed Month
Day, Year, URL or DOI.

Note that the page number is often omitted for online articles unless they are paginated in a way
that mimics a print version. The access date is crucial for online sources as the content can change
or be removed.

Example of an Online Magazine Footnote
3. Jane Doe, "Sustainable Urban Gardening," EcoLiving Today, September 2023, accessed October
26, 2023, www.ecolivingtoday.com/articles/sustainable-gardening.

If a DOI is available, it is preferred over a URL as it provides a more permanent link to the article.

Shortened Note Example for Online
4. Doe, "Sustainable Urban Gardening."

The shortened note for online sources typically omits the access date unless the content is
particularly volatile.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style
Footnoting
Even with clear guidelines, writers can encounter specific situations that require careful
consideration when creating Chicago style footnotes for magazine articles. Addressing these
common issues proactively can prevent errors and maintain the integrity of your citations.



Unsigned Articles
When a magazine article lacks an author's name, the citation begins directly with the title of the
article, enclosed in quotation marks. This clearly signals to the reader that the source is unsigned.
The rest of the citation follows the standard format for print or online articles.

Example: "The Rise of Remote Work," Business Quarterly, January 2024, 32.

Articles from Multiple Authors
For articles with two authors, both names are included in the footnote, separated by "and." For
articles with three or more authors, only the first author's name is listed, followed by "et al." (an
abbreviation for et alia, meaning "and others").

Example (two authors): Mark Lee and Sarah Kim, "Innovations in Renewable Energy," Science
Today, February 1, 2023, 58.

Example (three or more authors): Peter Chen et al., "The Impact of Social Media on Youth," Digital
Trends Monthly, March 2023, 72.

Editions and Reprints
If you are citing a specific edition of a magazine that is not the most current, or if you are
referencing an article that has been reprinted, you will need to include this information in your
citation. However, for most standard magazine articles, this is less common than for books.

The Importance of Accuracy in Magazine Article
Citations
Accuracy in citing magazine articles is not merely a matter of following a style guide; it is
fundamental to the scholarly and ethical practice of writing. Precise citations build trust with your
audience and allow for easy verification of your sources, strengthening your arguments.

Ensuring Verifiability
When a reader encounters a footnote referencing a magazine article, they should be able to locate
that specific article with ease. Incorrect dates, missing page numbers, or malformed URLs can
frustrate researchers and cast doubt on the author's diligence. Every detail matters in the pursuit of
clarity and credibility.

Avoiding Plagiarism
Proper footnoting is the primary defense against unintentional plagiarism. By clearly attributing all
borrowed material, you give credit where it is due and demonstrate respect for the original authors'
work. This ethical imperative is at the core of academic and professional integrity.



Practical Examples of Chicago Style Footnotes in
Magazine Articles
To solidify understanding, let's examine a few more practical scenarios and their corresponding
Chicago style footnote examples for magazine articles.

Example 1: A Feature Article in a Weekly Magazine
Imagine you are quoting a section from a prominent journalist's feature on a current event. The
article is in a well-known weekly magazine.

Text: The report highlighted significant shifts in consumer behavior following the economic
downturn.

Footnote: 5. Emily Carter, "Shifting Sands: Consumer Habits in a New Economy," The Weekly
Chronicle, November 10, 2023, 22.

Example 2: An Opinion Piece from an Online Magazine
Suppose you are referencing an editorial or opinion piece found exclusively online, which might not
have traditional page numbers.

Text: The author argued that technological advancements necessitate a reevaluation of educational
curricula.

Footnote: 6. David Lee, "Educating for Tomorrow: The Tech Imperative," Digital Society Review,
October 2023, accessed October 26, 2023,
www.digitalsocietyreview.org/opinion/tech-imperative-education.

Example 3: A Shorter Article or News Brief
Even brief news items or shorter articles within a magazine require proper citation if their
information is used.

Text: Analysts predict a steady rise in cryptocurrency adoption over the next fiscal year.

Footnote: 7. "Crypto Forecast: Steady Growth Ahead," Financial Insider Weekly, September 15,
2023, 14.

Revisiting the Core Principles of Chicago Style
Footnotes
Ultimately, the goal of Chicago style footnotes, especially when citing magazine articles, is to
provide a clear, unambiguous, and efficient system of referencing. The emphasis on detail—author,
title, publication, date, and location—ensures that information is traceable and that the author's
work is properly credited.



By mastering the formats for both print and online magazine articles, understanding how to handle
variations like unsigned pieces, and consistently applying these rules, writers can produce well-
documented and credible work. The practice of careful citation is an integral part of responsible
scholarship and effective communication, elevating the quality and trustworthiness of any published
article.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote citation
for a print magazine article and an online magazine article in
Chicago style?
A: The primary difference is the inclusion of access information for online articles. For print articles,
you'll typically see the page number(s), while for online articles, you will include a URL or DOI, and
often an access date.

Q: Do I need to include the month and day for every magazine
citation in Chicago style?
A: Yes, for weekly or bi-weekly magazines, you should include the full date (Month Day, Year). For
monthly magazines, the month and year are usually sufficient, but the Chicago Manual of Style
generally recommends being as specific as possible.

Q: How do I format the title of a magazine article in a Chicago
style footnote?
A: The title of the magazine article itself is enclosed in quotation marks. The title of the magazine or
periodical in which the article appears is italicized.

Q: What is the shortened footnote format in Chicago style for
a magazine article?
A: The shortened footnote format typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of
the article title (if it's lengthy), and the page number. For online articles, the access date is usually
omitted unless the content is highly ephemeral.

Q: Can I use a DOI instead of a URL for an online magazine
article in Chicago style?
A: Yes, and it is often preferred. A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) provides a more stable and
permanent link to an online article than a URL, which can change.



Q: What if a magazine article has no author listed? How do I
cite it in Chicago style?
A: If an article is unsigned, the citation begins directly with the title of the article, enclosed in
quotation marks. The rest of the citation follows the standard format for print or online articles.

Q: Should I use "et al." for multiple authors in magazine
article footnotes?
A: Yes, for articles with three or more authors, you should use "et al." after the first author's name in
both full and shortened notes. For two authors, list both names.

Q: How do I cite a magazine article that I accessed through a
database?
A: While the core elements of the article citation remain the same (author, article title, magazine
title, date), you should also include the name of the database and a DOI or URL if provided by the
database. The Chicago Manual of Style has specific guidelines for database citations.
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