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writing
Mastering Chicago Style Footnotes for Academic Writing: A Comprehensive Guide with Examples

chicago style footnote example academic writing is a fundamental skill for any scholar seeking
to produce polished and credible academic work. Proper citation, particularly through the Chicago
Manual of Style's footnote system, ensures originality, provides readers with avenues for further
research, and avoids the pitfalls of plagiarism. This guide delves into the intricacies of the Chicago
style footnote, offering clear explanations and practical examples for various source types commonly
encountered in academic writing. We will explore the mechanics of both full and shortened notes,
discuss key elements of bibliographic entries, and provide insights into best practices for seamless
integration into your research papers, theses, and dissertations.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Footnote System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system (using footnotes or endnotes) and the author-date system. For academic writing, especially in
humanities disciplines, the notes-bibliography system is prevalent, employing numbered notes that
correspond to superscripts within the text. These notes serve a dual purpose: they identify the source
of borrowed material and can also contain supplementary information or commentary that would
interrupt the flow of the main text.

The core principle behind the Chicago footnote system is to provide a clear and unobtrusive way to
credit your sources. Each citation begins with a superscript number in the text, and a corresponding
note appears at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote). The first
time a source is cited, a full bibliographic entry is provided. Subsequent citations of the same source
are then shortened for brevity.



Anatomy of a Chicago Style Footnote

A Chicago style footnote, particularly in its full form, typically includes several key pieces of
information. While the exact order and punctuation can vary slightly depending on the source type,
there are consistent elements that scholars must master. Understanding these components is crucial
for accurately citing any material.

First Reference Footnotes (Full Notes)

The initial citation of a source in a Chicago style footnote is called a full note. This note contains all
the necessary bibliographic information to uniquely identify and locate the source. It's important to be
thorough and precise in this first instance, as it establishes the foundation for all subsequent
references to that particular work.

Key components of a full note include:

Author's first name and last name

Title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles and chapters)

Publication details (city of publication, publisher, year of publication for books)

For articles, journal title (italicized), volume number, issue number, date, and page numbers

For online sources, URL and access date

Subsequent Reference Footnotes (Shortened Notes)

After the first full citation, all subsequent references to the same source are presented in a shortened
format. This is to avoid repetition and make the notes more concise. The shortened note typically
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the specific page number(s)
being referenced.

A typical shortened note format is:

Author's Last Name, Shortened Title, Page Number(s).

The exact shortened title often involves taking the main part of the title and omitting any subtitles or
less critical words. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines on how to shorten titles
effectively.



Key Elements of Footnote Citations

The successful construction of Chicago style footnotes hinges on understanding the specific elements
required for different types of sources. While the general structure remains consistent, details like
punctuation and the inclusion of specific publication data differ significantly.

Books

Citing books in Chicago style footnotes requires attention to the author's name, the book's title, and
its publication details. The order of these elements and the punctuation used are critical for
adherence to the style guide.

Example of a full footnote for a book:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York:
Vintage Books, 1995), 19.

Example of a shortened footnote for the same book:

2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 55.

Note that the translator is included in the first reference if applicable. The publication city, publisher,
and year follow the title. For subsequent notes, only the author's last name, a shortened title (often
the main title), and the page number are needed.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a staple in academic research, and citing them accurately in Chicago style is
essential. This involves identifying the author, the article title, the journal title, and the specific
publication details of the journal issue.

Example of a full footnote for a journal article:

3. Sarah Emily Johnson, "The Evolution of Digital Literacy," Journal of Contemporary Education 45, no.
2 (Spring 2022): 112.

Example of a shortened footnote for the same article:

4. Johnson, "Evolution of Digital Literacy," 115.

Key elements include the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, followed by the
volume, issue number, date of publication, and the specific page number. For shortened notes, the
author's last name and a shortened version of the article title are used.



Websites and Online Sources

The digital age necessitates clear guidelines for citing online resources. Chicago style accommodates
a variety of online materials, from web pages to articles found online.

Example of a full footnote for a website:

5. "Understanding Climate Change," National Aeronautics and Space Administration, accessed June
15, 2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/.

Example of a full footnote for an online article with a DOI:

6. David Miller, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Online Social Science Review 7,
no. 1 (January 2023), doi:10.1000/j.osr.2023.01.005.

For websites without clear authors or publication dates, the title of the page or website may come
first. Including the access date is crucial for online sources, as content can change. For articles with a
Digital Object Identifier (DOI), this should be included as it provides a persistent link to the content.

Other Source Types

Academic research often draws from a diverse range of materials, including chapters in edited books,
conference proceedings, dissertations, and even interviews. Chicago style provides specific formats
for each of these.

Example of a full footnote for a chapter in an edited book:

7. Eleanor Vance, "Early American Trade Routes," in Economic Histories of the New World, ed. Robert
Chen and Maria Garcia (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2018), 78.

Example of a full footnote for a dissertation:

8. Samuel Greene, "The Role of Technology in Modern Warfare" (PhD diss., Harvard University, 2020),
150.

When citing a chapter in an edited book, the chapter author and title are listed first, followed by the
editor(s) and the book's overall publication details. Dissertations require the author, title, degree
pursued, university, and year of completion.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The Chicago Manual of Style offers flexibility in its notes-bibliography system, allowing for either
footnotes or endnotes. The choice between the two primarily comes down to author preference and
the specific requirements of the publication or institution.



Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is referenced in the text. This offers
the immediate advantage of having the source information readily available to the reader without
them needing to turn to another section of the document. This can enhance readability, especially in
longer works where readers might lose their place.

Endnotes, on the other hand, are compiled at the end of the document, typically after the
bibliography. While they can sometimes make for a cleaner-looking page layout in the main text, they
require the reader to navigate away from the narrative to consult the source. Some scholars prefer
endnotes for their tidiness and to avoid any potential disruption to the flow of their writing.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating the nuances of Chicago style footnotes can present challenges. Familiarizing oneself with
common errors and adopting best practices can significantly improve the accuracy and
professionalism of academic writing.

One common pitfall is inconsistent punctuation. Pay close attention to the commas, periods, and
parentheses used in your citations. Another frequent mistake is failing to include all necessary
information in the first full note, which can make it difficult for readers to locate your sources. It's also
crucial to differentiate between a shortened title and a complete title; the latter is used only in the
first reference.

Best practices include:

Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidelines.

Utilize citation management software, but always double-check the output for accuracy.

Maintain a consistent format throughout your document.

Proofread your footnotes and bibliography carefully for any errors.

When in doubt about a specific source type, look for examples in your discipline's reputable
journals.

A clear and consistent citation practice not only demonstrates academic rigor but also builds trust
with your readers, allowing them to engage more deeply with your research.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between a footnote and an



endnote in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference is their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made in the text, while endnotes are collected at the end of the document, before the
bibliography.

Q: Do I need to include the author's full name in subsequent
Chicago style footnotes?
A: No, in subsequent Chicago style footnotes, you typically only need to include the author's last
name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number(s).

Q: How do I cite an online article with no clear author in
Chicago style?
A: If an online article lacks a clear author, you generally begin the citation with the title of the article,
followed by the website name (if distinct), the publication date or access date, and the URL.

Q: Is it necessary to include the publication city for all book
citations in Chicago style footnotes?
A: Yes, for books, the city of publication is a standard element in Chicago style footnotes and
bibliographies, along with the publisher and year.

Q: When citing a direct quote, do I need a footnote even if I
am paraphrasing the idea?
A: Yes, in Chicago style, you need a footnote for direct quotations and also when you are
paraphrasing or summarizing an idea from a source, to give credit to the original author.

Q: What is the correct way to format the title of a book in a
Chicago style footnote?
A: Book titles in Chicago style footnotes are always italicized.

Q: Should I use the same shortened title for every subsequent
reference to a book?
A: Generally, yes. You should use a consistent shortened title for all subsequent references to a
particular book to avoid confusion.



Q: How is a DOI handled in a Chicago style footnote for an
online article?
A: The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is included at the end of the citation for an online article, typically
following the page number or instead of the URL if it is the most stable identifier.
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