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chicago style film research papers citation is a crucial skill for any student or scholar delving into
the world of cinema studies. Properly citing films, interviews, and secondary sources using the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) ensures academic integrity, allows readers to locate your sources,
and demonstrates a thorough understanding of film analysis and research methodology. This
comprehensive guide will navigate you through the intricacies of Chicago style citation for film
research, covering everything from basic film entries to more complex scenarios involving various
media and critical works. We will explore the essential components of a Chicago style footnote or
endnote entry for films, discuss how to cite different types of film-related materials, and provide
practical advice for maintaining accuracy and consistency throughout your research paper. Mastering
these citation principles will elevate your film research and contribute to a more robust and credible
academic work.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Film
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. For film research papers, the notes-bibliography system, which
utilizes footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography, is generally preferred. This method allows for more
detailed commentary and source attribution directly within the text, which can be particularly useful
when discussing visual elements and nuanced interpretations of films. Understanding the
fundamental structure of a Chicago style citation is the first step toward effectively managing your
film research sources.

The system is designed to be flexible and adaptable to various source types, including the dynamic
medium of film. It prioritizes clarity and ease of verification for your readers. Whether you are citing a
classic silent film or a contemporary digital production, the core principles of providing sufficient
information for retrieval remain consistent. This involves identifying key elements that uniquely
identify the work being referenced.

The Chicago Notes-Bibliography System Explained
In the notes-bibliography system, you will use numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite your sources.
Each note corresponds to a number placed in the text of your paper. These notes contain the full



bibliographic information for the source, or a shortened version if the source has already been cited in
full. Following the notes, a comprehensive bibliography is presented, listing all sources cited in the
paper in alphabetical order by the author's last name.

This dual approach ensures that readers can easily find the exact point in your text where a source is
referenced and also provides a complete overview of all materials consulted. The bibliography serves
as a crucial roadmap for anyone wishing to explore your research further.

When to Use Notes and Bibliography
The notes-bibliography system is particularly well-suited for humanities disciplines, including film
studies. Its strength lies in its ability to integrate explanatory notes or commentary alongside citation
information, which is invaluable for discussing specific scenes, directorial choices, or theoretical
frameworks related to film. The bibliography then provides a neat, organized summary of all
consulted works.

This system is often favored in academic settings where in-depth analysis and detailed source
attribution are paramount. It allows for a more fluid reading experience without constant interruptions
from parenthetical citations, while still maintaining rigorous scholarly standards.

The Core Components of a Film Citation
Regardless of the specific type of film-related material you are citing, certain core components are
essential for a Chicago style citation. These components ensure that your readers can precisely
identify the film or media you are referencing. The goal is to provide enough information to
distinguish your source from any other film with a similar title, especially in a vast and diverse
cinematic landscape.

Accuracy in these details is paramount. Even minor omissions or errors can make it difficult or
impossible for a reader to find the exact version of the film you viewed or the specific critical analysis
you are engaging with. Therefore, paying close attention to each element is a critical step in the
citation process.

Essential Information for Film Citations
The fundamental information required for a film citation includes the film's title, the director's name,
the production company or distributor, and the year of release. For digital sources or specific versions,
information such as the URL or streaming platform and the date of access is also vital. The specific
order and formatting will vary slightly depending on whether you are using a note or a bibliography
entry.

Film Title: Always italicize the full title of the film.

Director: Identify the director(s) by name, usually preceded by "directed by."

Production Company/Distributor: Indicate the primary production company or distributor.

Year of Release: Provide the original year the film was released.



Medium/Format: Specify if it's a DVD, Blu-ray, streaming service, etc.

URL/Platform: For online access, include the specific URL or the name of the streaming
service.

Date of Access: Crucial for online resources that may change or be removed.

Formatting Notes and Bibliography Entries
In the notes section (footnotes or endnotes), you will typically provide a more detailed citation for the
first mention of a source, followed by a shortened version for subsequent citations. The bibliography
entry will be a more complete and standardized bibliographic record. For example, a first note might
include the director's full name, while the bibliography might list it as "Director, First Name Last
Name." Conversely, the bibliography usually lists the production company before the year of release,
whereas notes might present it differently.

Understanding these subtle but important formatting distinctions is key to adhering to Chicago style.
Consistency in how you apply these rules across all your citations will significantly enhance the
professionalism of your research paper.

Citing Feature Films
Feature films are the most common type of source encountered in film research. When citing a
feature film in Chicago style, you need to provide specific details that allow your reader to identify the
exact movie and its key creative contributors. The goal is to be precise enough to distinguish between
different versions or restorations of a film.

The core of a feature film citation revolves around its title, director, and release information. This
foundational knowledge will serve you well when citing the vast majority of cinematic works you will
encounter.

Footnote/Endnote Citation for Feature Films
For the first citation of a feature film in a note, the format generally looks like this: "Film Title,"
directed by Director's Name (Production Company, Year), medium (e.g., DVD, Blu-ray, streaming
service, URL if applicable). Subsequent citations can be shortened to "Film Title" or "Director's Last
Name, Film Title."

For instance, a first note might read: "Casablanca," directed by Michael Curtiz (Warner Bros., 1942),
DVD. A second note for the same film could simply be: "Casablanca."

Bibliography Entry for Feature Films
The bibliography entry for a feature film is more standardized and typically includes the director's
name, the film's title, the production company, and the year of release. The format is usually:
Director's Last Name, First Name, director. Film Title. Production Company, Year. Medium.



For example: Curtiz, Michael, director. Casablanca. Warner Bros., 1942. DVD.

Citing Specific Versions or Editions
If you are referencing a particular version, such as a restored edition, a director's cut, or a specific
release on a streaming platform, you should include this information. For example, when citing a
streaming version, you would add the streaming service and URL. For a restored edition, you might
add details about the restoration.

An example of a note for a streaming film: "Parasite," directed by Bong Joon Ho (CJ Entertainment,
2019), streaming on Hulu, [URL], accessed Month Day, Year. The bibliography entry would be similar,
emphasizing the online access.

Citing Documentaries and Short Films
Documentaries and short films, while still films, may require slightly different citation nuances due to
their subject matter or distribution methods. Chicago style guidelines are adaptable to these
variations, ensuring that your citation accurately reflects the source.

The principles remain the same: provide enough detail for identification and retrieval. However, the
context of documentary filmmaking, which often involves archival footage, interviews, and specific
historical events, might necessitate additional descriptive elements.

Footnote/Endnote for Documentaries
Citing a documentary follows a similar pattern to feature films, with an emphasis on the director and
production details. If the film is based on specific archival material or features prominent
interviewees, you may choose to include those details in your note for added clarity.

Example note: "Grizzly Man," directed by Werner Herzog (Lions Gate Films, 2005), DVD. If referring to
specific interviewees: "Grizzly Man," directed by Werner Herzog (Lions Gate Films, 2005), DVD,
featuring interviews with Timothy Treadwell.

Bibliography Entry for Documentaries
The bibliography entry for a documentary will mirror the note format, focusing on the director, title,
production company, and year. The same considerations for including additional descriptive elements
apply to the bibliography as well.

Example bibliography: Herzog, Werner, director. Grizzly Man. Lions Gate Films, 2005. DVD.

Citing Short Films
Short films can be cited similarly to feature films, but it's crucial to specify that they are short films. If
they were part of a compilation or screened as part of a festival, you might include that information if
it's relevant to your research.



Example note: "The Black Hole," directed by Andy Serkis (2006), short film, available at [URL],
accessed Month Day, Year. Bibliography entry: Serkis, Andy, director. "The Black Hole." 2006. Short
film. Available at [URL].

Citing Television Series and Episodes
Television content, whether a full series or individual episodes, requires specific citation conventions
within Chicago style. The key is to differentiate between the overarching series and the particular
episode you are analyzing.

When discussing television, it's essential to clarify whether you are referring to the entire series as a
cultural phenomenon or to the narrative and thematic elements presented within a specific
installment. This distinction guides your citation choices.

Footnote/Endnote for Television Episodes
For a specific television episode, the citation should include the episode title, the series title, the
network or streaming service, and the original air date. You may also include the director and writer
of the episode if that information is readily available and relevant.

Example note: "The Constant," directed by Alan Taylor, written by Dave Erickson and D.C. Fontana,
Lost, ABC, May 5, 2009. For a streaming series, you would cite the platform and date of streaming if
that is how you accessed it.

Bibliography Entry for Television Episodes
The bibliography entry for a television episode follows a similar structure, emphasizing the episode
and series titles. The primary focus is on clear identification of the broadcast or streaming
information.

Example bibliography: Taylor, Alan, director. "The Constant." Written by Dave Erickson and D.C.
Fontana. Lost. ABC, May 5, 2009. Television series episode. For streaming, the entry would be
adapted to include the platform and access details.

Citing Entire Television Series
When discussing an entire television series, the citation should focus on the series title, the network
or streaming service, and the years it aired. The creator or key executive producers might also be
included.

Example note: The Wire, created by David Simon (HBO, 2002–2008).

Example bibliography: Simon, David, creator. The Wire. HBO, 2002–2008. Television series.

Citing Film Interviews and Performances
Interviews with filmmakers, actors, or critics, as well as specific performances within a film, can be



crucial sources in film research. Chicago style provides guidelines for citing these specific elements
accurately.

The act of interviewing and being interviewed is a unique form of discourse. Citing these interactions
requires attention to the format of the interview (live, recorded, published) and the specific
contributions of the individuals involved.

Footnote/Endnote for Interviews
For interviews, whether published, broadcast, or personal, you need to identify the interviewee, the
interviewer (if known and relevant), the context of the interview, and the date. If the interview is part
of a larger work, cite that work as well.

Example note for a published interview: Quentin Tarantino, interview by Scott Eyman, Empire,
October 2001, 78.

Example note for a recorded interview: Jane Doe, interview by John Smith, March 15, 2023, personal
collection, [URL if applicable].

Bibliography Entry for Interviews
The bibliography entry for an interview should provide all the necessary details for retrieval. For
published interviews, it's similar to citing an article within a larger publication. For recorded
interviews, it should detail the interviewee, interviewer, date, and format.

Example bibliography for a published interview: Tarantino, Quentin. Interview by Scott Eyman.
Empire, October 2001.

Example bibliography for a recorded interview: Doe, Jane. Interview by John Smith. March 15, 2023.
Audio recording. [URL if applicable].

Citing Specific Performances
When you want to cite a specific actor's performance within a film, you can do so within your general
film citation, often by mentioning the actor's name in your textual analysis and referring to the film as
the source. If you are citing a critical analysis of a performance, you would cite that critical work.

For example, in your text you might write: "Marlon Brando's portrayal of Vito Corleone in The
Godfather is a masterclass in understated power." The citation would then refer to The Godfather
itself.

Citing Film Reviews and Scholarly Articles
Film reviews and scholarly articles are essential secondary sources in film research. Chicago style
offers clear guidelines for citing these materials, ensuring you give proper credit to critics and
academics.

Reviews offer a contemporary perspective on films, while scholarly articles provide in-depth analysis
and theoretical frameworks. Correctly citing both is vital for building your argument on a foundation of
established research.



Footnote/Endnote for Film Reviews
When citing a film review, include the reviewer's name, the review's title (if it has one), the
publication name, the date of publication, and the page number(s). If the review is online, include the
URL and access date.

Example note: Roger Ebert, "Review of Parasite," Chicago Sun-Times, October 11, 2019,
https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/parasite-movie-review-2019.

Bibliography Entry for Film Reviews
The bibliography entry for a film review follows a similar structure, with the reviewer's name listed
first, followed by the review title, publication details, and URL if applicable.

Example bibliography: Ebert, Roger. "Review of Parasite." Chicago Sun-Times, October 11, 2019.
https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/parasite-movie-review-2019.

Citing Scholarly Articles
Scholarly articles are typically found in academic journals. Your citation should include the author(s)
of the article, the article title, the journal title, the volume and issue number, the year of publication,
and the page range. For online articles, include the DOI or URL and access date.

Example note: Linda Williams, "Film Bodies: Gender, Genre, and some Contemporary Horror," Film
Quarterly 64, no. 4 (Summer 2011): 42.

Example bibliography: Williams, Linda. "Film Bodies: Gender, Genre, and some Contemporary Horror."
Film Quarterly 64, no. 4 (Summer 2011): 40–50.

Citing Books About Film
Books serve as foundational resources for film studies, offering historical context, critical analysis, and
theoretical perspectives. Proper citation of these works is essential for any film research paper.

Books provide comprehensive treatments of subjects, and citing them accurately allows your readers
to access the same depth of information you have utilized. This includes information on authors,
publishers, and publication dates.

Footnote/Endnote for Books
The note for a book citation includes the author's full name, the book title (italicized), the publication
information (city: publisher, year), and the specific page number(s) you are referencing.

Example note: André Bazin, What Is Cinema?, trans. Hugh Gray (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1967), 13.

If you are quoting from a translated work, ensure the translator is credited.



Bibliography Entry for Books
The bibliography entry for a book lists the author's last name first, followed by their first name, the
book title, publication information, and year. This entry provides a full bibliographic record for the
reader.

Example bibliography: Bazin, André. What Is Cinema?. Translated by Hugh Gray. Berkeley: University
of California Press, 1967.

Citing Edited Volumes and Chapters
When citing a chapter from an edited volume, you need to cite both the chapter author and the
editors of the volume. The note and bibliography entries will reflect this structure.

Example note for a chapter: Laura Mulvey, "Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema," in Film Theory and
Criticism: Introductory Readings, ed. Leo Braudy and Marshall Cohen, 8th ed. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2016), 755.

Example bibliography for a chapter: Mulvey, Laura. "Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema." In Film
Theory and Criticism: Introductory Readings, edited by Leo Braudy and Marshall Cohen, 751–765. 8th
ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2016.

Practical Tips for Accurate Citation
Maintaining accuracy and consistency in your citations is paramount for a polished and credible
research paper. Even minor errors can detract from your work and potentially lead to accusations of
plagiarism. Developing good citation habits early on will save you considerable time and effort.

Beyond simply knowing the rules, the practice of citation involves attention to detail, organization,
and a commitment to scholarly integrity. These practical tips will help you navigate the process
smoothly.

Use Citation Management Tools
Software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be invaluable for managing your sources and
generating bibliographies in the correct Chicago style format. These tools help you organize your
research materials and reduce the likelihood of manual errors.

These tools can automatically format your citations and bibliographies, saving you significant time
and ensuring adherence to the specified style guide. They are particularly useful when dealing with a
large number of sources.

Double-Check All Information
Before submitting your paper, meticulously review every footnote, endnote, and bibliography entry.
Ensure that all names, titles, dates, and page numbers are correct. Compare your citations against
the original sources to catch any discrepancies.

A final proofread specifically for citation accuracy is a critical step. It's easy to make typos or



misremember details, so a dedicated review can prevent avoidable mistakes.

Consult the Chicago Manual of Style Directly
For complex or unusual citation scenarios, there is no substitute for consulting the official Chicago
Manual of Style. The latest edition will provide definitive guidance on specific source types and
formatting requirements.

The manual is the ultimate authority, and referring to it directly ensures you are following the most
current and precise guidelines. Many university libraries offer access to the online version of the
manual, making it readily available.

Maintain a Consistent Style
Whether you are using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, consistency is key.
Ensure that the formatting of your notes, bibliography, and in-text citations remains uniform
throughout your paper. Inconsistent formatting can be distracting to readers and suggest a lack of
attention to detail.

The goal is to create a cohesive and professional document. This includes consistent capitalization,
punctuation, and the use of italics or quotation marks. Adhering to a single standard strengthens the
overall presentation of your research.

Keep Track of Your Sources as You Research
The most effective way to avoid citation headaches is to record the bibliographic information for each
source as you find it. As you read a book, watch a film, or access an article, immediately note down all
the necessary details for your citation.

This proactive approach prevents the stressful scramble of trying to recall or locate source
information after you've already written your paper. It’s a fundamental practice for efficient and
accurate research.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago style
footnotes and endnotes for film research papers?
A: The primary difference is their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the paper, before the bibliography. Both
serve the same purpose of citing sources within the notes-bibliography system, but footnotes can
offer immediate reference for the reader, while endnotes keep the main text cleaner.

Q: Do I need to cite every film I mention in my research



paper?
A: You need to cite any film that you directly quote from, reference specific information about (like a
statistic or a historical event depicted), or that forms the basis of your analysis. If you mention a film
only in passing as a general example and do not engage with its content directly, a citation may not
be necessary, but it's always better to err on the side of caution and cite if in doubt.

Q: How do I cite a film that is available on multiple streaming
platforms?
A: When citing a film available on multiple platforms, cite the platform through which you accessed it.
If it is widely available, you can generally cite the most accessible or commonly used platform. Always
include the URL and the date of access for online sources.

Q: Should I include the director's name in the citation for
every mention of a film?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, you typically include the director's name in the first note for a
film. Subsequent notes can often use a shortened form, such as just the film title or the director's last
name and the film title, if the context is clear. The bibliography entry always includes the director.

Q: What if I am citing a specific scene or sequence from a
film?
A: When citing a specific scene, you would typically note the film title, director, and year in your
citation and then describe the scene in your text. If you are directly quoting dialogue from that scene,
you would ensure your note or endnote refers to the specific film and potentially the timestamp if
relevant, though Chicago style for films primarily focuses on the overall work rather than exact scene
timestamps unless crucial for analysis.

Q: How do I cite a film's screenplay?
A: Citing a screenplay follows a similar format to citing books. The note would include the
screenwriter(s), screenplay title, and year. The bibliography entry would list the screenwriter(s) first.
For example: Christopher Nolan, screenplay for Inception (2010). The bibliography would be: Nolan,
Christopher. Screenplay for Inception. 2010.

Q: Is it necessary to include the production company in a film
citation?
A: Yes, the production company or distributor is generally an important piece of information for
identifying a film, especially in the bibliography entry. It helps differentiate between different versions
or re-releases. In notes, it may be included, especially for the first citation.



Q: How do I cite a foreign film if I watched it with subtitles?
A: When citing a foreign film that you watched with subtitles, you generally don't need to explicitly
mention the subtitles in the citation itself, unless the translation quality or specific subtitling is central
to your analysis. The citation will focus on the original film details. You would cite the original title and
director, and if you are referencing a subtitled version, you can mention that in your text.
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