
chicago style film notes bibliography
chicago style film notes bibliography is a critical component of academic and research
writing, particularly when engaging with cinematic works. Properly formatting citations
for films is essential for academic integrity and for allowing readers to locate the sources
used. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of creating a Chicago style
film notes bibliography, covering everything from basic film citations to more complex
scenarios. We will explore the specific elements required, common pitfalls to avoid, and
practical examples to ensure your film citations are accurate and adhere to the Chicago
Manual of Style. Understanding these guidelines is paramount for any student or scholar
undertaking research involving film analysis or history, ensuring their work is both
credible and easily verifiable.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Fundamentals of Chicago Style Film Citations
Key Components of a Chicago Style Film Citation
Citing Films in Notes-Bibliography Style
Specific Elements for Film Citations
Formatting Film Titles
Citing Different Types of Film Releases
Handling Directors, Actors, and Other Contributors
Locating and Citing Films from Various Media
Common Challenges and Solutions in Film Citation
Examples of Chicago Style Film Citations
Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style Film Notes Bibliography

Understanding the Fundamentals of Chicago Style
Film Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. This article focuses exclusively on the
notes-bibliography system, which is frequently used in the humanities, including film
studies. In this system, sources are cited within the text using numbered notes (footnotes
or endnotes) and then compiled into a bibliography at the end of the work. The
bibliography provides a complete list of all sources consulted and cited, offering detailed
publication information for each entry. For films, this means providing enough data for a
reader to identify and access the specific cinematic work being referenced.

The underlying principle behind any citation system, including Chicago style for films, is to
give credit where credit is due and to allow your audience to trace your research. When
discussing a film, your notes will refer to specific scenes, dialogue, or thematic elements,
and the bibliography will list the film itself as a primary source. This ensures that your
analysis is grounded in tangible evidence and that your readers can engage with the film
as you have presented it. Mastering these conventions elevates the professionalism and
scholarly rigor of your work.



Key Components of a Chicago Style Film Citation

When constructing a Chicago style film citation for the bibliography, several key pieces of
information are typically required. These elements work together to uniquely identify the
film and provide context for its production and distribution. Missing any of these can lead
to ambiguity or a citation that is difficult to verify. The goal is always clarity and
completeness, enabling anyone to find the exact version of the film you referenced.

Essential Information for Film Citations
At its core, a film citation in Chicago style's notes-bibliography system requires specific
details that distinguish one film from another, especially in cases of remakes or different
cuts. The most crucial pieces of information include the film's title, the director, the
primary production company or distributor, and the year of release. For older films or
those with significant archival or historical importance, information about the
cinematographer, screenwriter, and even key actors might also be included, depending on
the emphasis of your research.

Formatting Film Titles
In Chicago style, film titles are italicized, both in the notes and in the bibliography. This is
a standard convention for distinguishing titles of creative works, such as books, plays, and
films, from the surrounding text. Ensure that the title is presented exactly as it appears on
the film's release or as it is commonly recognized. If a film has a subtitle, it should be
included and separated from the main title by a colon.

For example, a film titled "The Grand Budapest Hotel" would be written as The Grand
Budapest Hotel. If it had a subtitle, such as "A Wes Anderson Film: The Grand Budapest
Hotel," it would appear as A Wes Anderson Film: The Grand Budapest Hotel. Consistency
in title formatting is vital for maintaining a professional look and adhering to scholarly
standards.

Citing Different Types of Film Releases
The way a film is cited can vary slightly depending on how you accessed or viewed it. This
includes theatrical releases, home video versions (DVDs, Blu-rays), streaming services, or
even archival prints. Each medium might necessitate slightly different bibliographic
entries to accurately reflect the source.

Theatrical Releases

When citing a film as it was originally released in theaters, the citation typically focuses on
the director, title, production company, and year. This is often the primary citation format
for historical analyses or when discussing the initial impact of a film.



Home Video and Streaming Versions

For films viewed on DVD, Blu-ray, or streaming platforms, additional details are often
included. This might involve the name of the distributor for the home video release, the
format (e.g., DVD, Blu-ray, streaming), and potentially the release date of that specific
version. For streaming, the platform itself (e.g., Netflix, Hulu, Criterion Channel) and the
date of access are important.

For instance, citing a DVD might include information about the DVD producer and the
year the DVD was released, which could differ from the film's original theatrical release
year. Streaming citations should include the platform and the date you viewed it,
acknowledging that content on streaming services can be updated or removed.

Handling Directors, Actors, and Other Contributors
The director is typically considered the primary creator of a film, and therefore, their
name is usually listed first in a Chicago style film citation. However, depending on the
focus of your paper, you might choose to highlight other significant contributors. For
example, if your analysis centers on a screenplay, you might mention the screenwriter.
Similarly, if a film is known for its groundbreaking cinematography or a star performance,
those individuals might be brought to the fore, though the director usually remains central
to the citation.

The specific order and emphasis for contributors can be adjusted based on the argument
of your research. However, the director's credit is almost always a fundamental part of the
citation. For instance, if you are focusing on the visual style, mentioning the
cinematographer prominently might be appropriate, but the director will still be a key
identifier.

Locating and Citing Films from Various Media
The challenge of citing films often lies in the diverse ways they are made available.
Whether you are referencing a classic film from an archive, a contemporary release on
Blu-ray, or an independent film found on a niche streaming platform, the citation needs to
be precise.

Archival Films: For films found in archives, you may need to include the name of
the archive and any collection or accession numbers. This ensures that researchers
can locate the specific version held by the institution.

DVDs and Blu-rays: For these formats, include the distributor, the date of the
DVD/Blu-ray release, and potentially the region code if relevant.

Streaming Services: When citing films accessed via streaming, list the service (e.g.,
Netflix, Amazon Prime Video, Hulu), and the date you accessed the film. Some
services may also have specific edition information that can be included.



The aim is to provide enough information for a reader to find the exact version of the film
you used, accounting for potential differences in aspect ratios, sound mixes, or included
bonus features across different releases.

Formatting Film Titles

As previously touched upon, the correct formatting of film titles is a cornerstone of
Chicago style film citations. This rule extends beyond just italicization to encompass the
use of subtitles and the capitalization of the title itself. Adhering to these guidelines
ensures that your work meets the expected scholarly standards and enhances its
readability and professionalism. Proper title formatting is not a trivial detail; it is a
fundamental aspect of academic presentation.

Italicization of Film Titles
In Chicago style, the titles of films are always italicized. This applies to both the notes
(footnotes or endnotes) and the final bibliography. This convention helps to clearly
distinguish the film title from the rest of the text, making it immediately recognizable as a
creative work. For example, when referring to Alfred Hitchcock's classic thriller, you
would write Psycho.

This rule is consistent across various academic disciplines that employ Chicago style,
reinforcing its importance for clarity and recognition. It's a simple yet crucial rule to
remember for any citation involving a film.

Capitalization and Subtitles
Film titles should be capitalized according to standard English title capitalization rules,
meaning major words (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns) are capitalized, while
minor words (articles, prepositions, conjunctions) are generally lowercase, unless they are
the first or last word of the title. Subtitles are typically preceded by a colon and a space,
and the first word of the subtitle is capitalized. For example: Star Wars: Episode IV – A
New Hope.

It is essential to verify the exact capitalization used for a film's title as it appeared in its
original release or on prominent film databases to ensure accuracy. Minor discrepancies
can detract from the professionalism of your bibliography.

Citing Films in Notes-Bibliography Style

The notes-bibliography system requires citations to appear both in the text as numbered



notes and then summarized in a bibliography at the end. The format for film citations in
notes and bibliography entries has specific nuances.

Film Citations in Notes
In the notes section, the citation for a film is typically briefer than in the bibliography, but
it must still contain sufficient information for the reader to understand which film is being
referenced. For the first citation of a film, you generally include the director's name, the
film's title, the production company, and the year of release. Subsequent citations can
often be shortened to just the director and title, or even just a shortened title if it's clear
from the context.

For example, a first note might read: "1. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock, Psycho (Universal
Pictures, 1960)." A subsequent note for the same film could be: "2. Hitchcock, Psycho."
The exact length and detail of notes can sometimes depend on the overall citation style
guide followed by a particular institution or publisher.

Film Citations in the Bibliography
The bibliography entry for a film is more comprehensive. It typically lists the director first,
followed by the italicized film title, the production company or distributor, and the year of
release. Additional information, such as screenwriter credits or significant cast members,
may be included if they are central to the research or if the film's release information is
complex.

The standard format in the bibliography is: Director's Last Name, First Name, dir. Film
Title. Production Company/Distributor, Year. For example: Hitchcock, Alfred, dir. Psycho.
Universal Pictures, 1960. This structured format ensures all necessary information is
readily available to the reader.

Specific Elements for Film Citations

Beyond the core components, certain specific elements can be crucial for accurately citing
films, especially when dealing with different versions, formats, or particular scholarly
emphases. Understanding these nuances will enhance the precision and credibility of your
work.

Director vs. Other Key Contributors
While the director is almost always the primary credited individual in a film citation, there
are instances where other roles might be emphasized. If a film's screenplay is the subject
of your analysis, you might choose to include the screenwriter's name prominently.
Similarly, if a film is celebrated for its cinematography, the cinematographer's name could
be included. However, standard practice in Chicago style places the director first.



The decision to highlight other contributors should be guided by the specific focus of your
research. For most general film analyses, adhering to the director-first format is
recommended for consistency and adherence to common scholarly practice.

Production Companies and Distributors
Identifying the correct production company or distributor is vital for situating the film
within its historical and commercial context. Major studios like Paramount, Warner Bros.,
or 20th Century Fox are common, but independent productions might have smaller or less
familiar entities credited. For home video or streaming releases, the distributor of that
specific version is also important.

For instance, a film originally produced by a small independent company might later be
acquired and distributed for wider release or home media by a larger entity. Citing the
most relevant entity for your access and context is key.

Year of Release
The year of release is a fundamental piece of information that helps to contextualize the
film historically and culturally. It is important to cite the original release year of the film
unless you are specifically referencing a particular re-release or home video version with a
distinct release date. For older films, identifying the precise year can sometimes be
challenging due to varying release schedules across different regions.

When in doubt, consult reputable film databases and encyclopedias to confirm the official
release year. This ensures accuracy and avoids confusion, especially when discussing
historical developments in cinema.

Runtime and Format Information
In some specific contexts, particularly when discussing different cuts of a film or when
comparing versions, including the runtime might be beneficial. Similarly, if the format of
the film is integral to your analysis (e.g., a comparison of silent films versus sound films,
or specific aspect ratios), detailing the format (e.g., 35mm print, DVD, Blu-ray, DCP) can
be important. However, for standard Chicago style film bibliography entries, this level of
detail is often not required unless it directly serves your argument.

For most academic papers, the core information (director, title, production company, year)
is sufficient. Additional details should only be included if they directly contribute to the
scholarly merit of your analysis.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Film



Citation

Citing films can present unique challenges that differ from citing books or articles.
Understanding these common issues and their solutions will help you create accurate and
robust citations.

Distinguishing Between Different Versions
Films are often re-released with alterations, director's cuts, or restored versions. It is
crucial to cite the specific version you have viewed. If you are citing a director's cut, for
example, this should be noted. If you are referencing a specific DVD or Blu-ray release,
include the details of that edition.

For instance, if you are discussing the differences between the theatrical cut and the
extended director's cut of a film, your citations should clearly indicate which version you
are referring to. This might involve adding descriptive phrases within the citation or in
your notes.

Finding Accurate Publication Details
For older or lesser-known films, finding definitive production information, such as the
exact production company or year of release, can be difficult. Websites like the Internet
Movie Database (IMDb), the Library of Congress, or academic film journals can be
invaluable resources. However, always cross-reference information from multiple sources
to ensure accuracy.

Be aware that information on some websites may be user-generated and could contain
inaccuracies. Prioritize official sources or scholarly databases whenever possible.

Citing Films Available on Multiple Platforms
A film may be available on DVD, Blu-ray, multiple streaming services, or even through
rental platforms. When citing such a film, it is best practice to cite the version that is most
accessible to your readers or the version that you used for your analysis. If citing a
streaming service, always include the platform name and the date of access.

For example: Blade Runner. Directed by Ridley Scott. Warner Bros., 1982. Accessed via
Amazon Prime Video, October 26, 2023. This provides all the necessary information for
your reader to find and view the film.

Handling Foreign Films and Translations
For foreign language films, it is important to note the original language and, if applicable,
the translator or subtitles used. This is usually handled in the note rather than the



bibliography entry, unless the translation is a key element of your research. The original
title should be provided, often followed by the English translation in parentheses.

For instance, if you are discussing Federico Fellini's La Dolce Vita, you would cite it as La
Dolce Vita (The Sweet Life). Information about the subtitles or dubbing used might be
included in your notes if relevant to your analysis.

Examples of Chicago Style Film Citations

To illustrate the principles discussed, here are a few example citations for films in the
Chicago style notes-bibliography system. These examples cover common scenarios and
demonstrate the application of the formatting rules.

Example 1: Standard Feature Film
Bibliography Entry:

Tarantino, Quentin, dir. Pulp Fiction. Miramax Films, 1994.

First Note:

1. Directed by Quentin Tarantino, Pulp Fiction (Miramax Films, 1994).

Subsequent Note:

2. Tarantino, Pulp Fiction.

Example 2: Film on DVD
Bibliography Entry:

Scott, Ridley, dir. Blade Runner: The Final Cut. Warner Bros., 2007. DVD.

First Note:

1. Directed by Ridley Scott, Blade Runner: The Final Cut (Warner Bros., 2007).

Example 3: Film on Streaming Service
Bibliography Entry:

Coen, Joel, and Ethan Coen, dirs. No Country for Old Men. Miramax Films, 2007. Accessed
via Netflix, October 26, 2023.

First Note:

1. Directed by Joel and Ethan Coen, No Country for Old Men (Miramax Films, 2007).



Example 4: Film with Screenwriter Emphasis
Bibliography Entry:

Screenplay by Charlie Kaufman. Directed by Spike Jonze. Adaptation. Columbia Pictures,
2002.

First Note:

1. Screenplay by Charlie Kaufman, directed by Spike Jonze, Adaptation. (Columbia
Pictures, 2002).

These examples highlight the flexibility within Chicago style to accommodate different
citation needs while maintaining a consistent and professional format. Remember to
always consult the most current edition of the Chicago Manual of Style or your specific
institutional guidelines for the most up-to-date and precise rules.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style Film
Notes Bibliography

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a film
in a Chicago style note versus a bibliography entry?
A: The primary difference lies in the level of detail. Notes provide essential identifying
information for immediate reference within the text, while bibliography entries offer a
more comprehensive record, including release details and distributor information, to allow
for fuller verification and context.

Q: Should I italicize the director's name in a Chicago
style film bibliography?
A: No, the director's name is not italicized. Only the film title itself is italicized in Chicago
style citations for films.

Q: How do I cite a film that has multiple directors, like a
Coen brothers film?
A: You would list both directors. For example: Coen, Joel, and Ethan Coen, dirs. Fargo.
PolyGram Filmed Entertainment, 1996.



Q: What if I viewed a film on a DVD that has different
release dates for the film itself and the DVD?
A: You should cite the release year of the specific version you viewed. If it's a DVD, you
would typically include the DVD release year and indicate the format, for example:
Director, dir. Film Title. Production Company, Year of Film Release. Distributor, Year of
DVD Release. DVD.

Q: Is it necessary to include the screenwriter or actors
in a Chicago style film bibliography entry?
A: Generally, the director is the primary credited individual. However, if your research
specifically focuses on the screenplay or a particular actor's performance, you may include
those credits for added clarity and emphasis, following the standard Chicago style format.

Q: How should I cite a foreign film with an English title
translation?
A: List the original title first, italicized, followed by the English translation in parentheses
if it is commonly used or relevant to your work. For example: Fellini, Federico, dir. La
Dolce Vita (The Sweet Life). Riama Film, 1960.

Q: What if a film is available on multiple streaming
platforms? Which one should I cite?
A: Cite the platform you used to access the film. Include the platform name and the date of
access, as streaming content can change. For example: Director, dir. Film Title.
Production Company, Year. Accessed via [Streaming Service Name], Month Day, Year.
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