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chicago style film notes bibliography chicago manual style is essential for
academic integrity and clear scholarly communication, particularly when
engaging with visual media like films. This guide delves deep into the
intricacies of citing films and related materials using the Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS), covering both footnote/endnote (notes-bibliography) and author-
date systems, with a specific focus on the notes-bibliography approach. We
will explore the nuances of formatting film citations, differentiating
between various types of filmic works, and constructing a comprehensive
bibliography. Understanding these elements ensures your research is properly
attributed and easily verifiable for your readers, enhancing the credibility
and scholarly value of your work.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Notes-
Bibliography System

The Foundation of Attribution

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For many humanities
disciplines, especially those involving extensive archival research or
textual analysis, the notes-bibliography system is the preferred method. This
system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text and a
corresponding bibliography at the end of the work. The notes provide specific
details about the source and the exact location of the information being
referenced, while the bibliography offers a comprehensive list of all sources
consulted, presented in a consistent format. This approach allows for
detailed explanations and commentary within the notes without disrupting the
flow of the main text.



When to Use Notes for Film Citations

The notes-bibliography system is particularly well-suited for analyzing films
because it allows for granular citation of specific scenes, dialogue, or
visual elements. When you refer to a particular shot, a sequence of dialogue,
or a directorial technique, a footnote or endnote can precisely pinpoint the
moment in the film being discussed. This level of detail is crucial for film
studies, where close analysis of the moving image is paramount. The
bibliography then serves as a centralized reference point, listing the
film(s) and any accompanying critical or theoretical texts used in your
research, providing readers with a complete overview of your sources.

Citing Films in Notes and Bibliographies

The Core Components of a Film Entry

When citing a film using the Chicago Manual of Style’s notes-bibliography
system, several key pieces of information are essential for both notes and
the bibliography. These components ensure that your readers can easily locate
and identify the specific film you are referencing. Accuracy and consistency
are paramount in adhering to the CMOS guidelines, making your scholarly work
both rigorous and accessible.

Film Title and Key Personnel

The film's title is the most crucial element, typically italicized in both
notes and the bibliography. Following the title, you will usually list the
director and, where relevant, the screenwriter(s). For older films or those
with significant historical impact, the year of release is also a mandatory
component. The order and specific inclusion of personnel can vary slightly
depending on the emphasis of your research, but director and title are almost
always present.

Producers, Studio, and Release Information

Depending on the context and the source's availability, you may also include
the producers, the production studio, and the distributor. This information
can be vital for understanding the film's production context and its
dissemination. For documentaries or films with a specific archival source,
citing the archive or distributor from which you accessed the film is also
important.



Essential Elements of a Film Citation

Structuring Your Note

In the notes-bibliography system, a footnote or endnote citation for a film
typically begins with the director's name, followed by the film's title in
italics. Then, it includes information about the production company and the
year of release. For example, a note might read: “Directed by Alfred
Hitchcock, Psycho (Universal Pictures, 1960).” The specific inclusion of
actors, producers, or screenwriters can be added if they are particularly
relevant to your argument, but the director and title are the core
identifiers.

Structuring Your Bibliography Entry

The bibliography entry for a film, while sharing core information with the
note, is structured slightly differently. It typically begins with the film's
title in italics, followed by the director's name and then the production
company and year. For instance, the bibliography entry might be: Psycho.
Directed by Alfred Hitchcock. Universal Pictures, 1960. This reversed order
in the bibliography helps readers scan the list for films by title.

Variations in Film Citation

Documentaries and Short Films

Citing documentaries and short films often requires slight adjustments to the
standard format. For documentaries, you may emphasize the filmmaker or
narrator if their role is central to the work. For short films, particularly
those found online or in anthologies, you will need to include information
about the collection or platform where it is accessible, along with its
specific release date or publication.

Archival and Home Video Releases

When citing films accessed through archives, special collections, or home
video formats (like DVDs or Blu-rays), you must include specific details
about the edition or format. This might involve mentioning the specific DVD
release, the format of the archival print, or the streaming service if
applicable. For instance, citing a specific DVD would include the
manufacturer and year of the DVD release, not just the original film release
date.



Formatting Film Titles and Other Elements

Italicization and Punctuation

In Chicago style, film titles are consistently italicized in both notes and
bibliographies. This distinguishes them from other textual elements.
Punctuation within the citation, such as commas and periods, follows standard
CMOS guidelines. For instance, a director's name might be followed by a
comma, and the production company by another comma before the year.

Attributing Roles and Contributions

Clearly attributing roles like director, screenwriter, producer, and actor is
crucial. CMOS provides guidelines for how to phrase these attributions. For
example, “Directed by” or “Written by.” When listing multiple individuals in
the same role, such as co-directors, they are typically listed in the order
they appear in the film's credits.

Creating a Chicago Style Film Bibliography

Alphabetical Order and Consistency

The film bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the film sources cited
in your notes. It should be organized alphabetically by the film's title,
excluding initial articles like "A," "An," or "The." Consistency in
formatting across all entries is paramount. Every film citation should follow
the same structure and use the same punctuation.

Including Supporting Materials

Your film bibliography may also include critical essays, books, or articles
that analyze the film. These are cited according to their respective source
types (e.g., book, journal article) but should be integrated into the same
bibliography, alphabetized alongside the film entries. This provides a
comprehensive overview of the scholarly conversation surrounding your topic.

Examples of Chicago Style Film Citations



A Standard Feature Film Citation

Here's a typical example of how a feature film would be cited in a Chicago
style note and bibliography entry:

Note:
1. Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles (RKO Pictures, 1941).

Bibliography:
Citizen Kane. Directed by Orson Welles. RKO Pictures, 1941.

A Documentary Citation

Citing a documentary might look like this:

Note:
2. Hoop Dreams, directed by Steve James, Kartemquin Films, 1994.

Bibliography:
Hoop Dreams. Directed by Steve James. Kartemquin Films, 1994.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Inconsistent Formatting

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistent formatting across citations.
This can manifest in the use of italics, punctuation, or the order of
elements. Always refer back to the Chicago Manual of Style or a reliable
guide to ensure uniformity.

Incorrectly Identifying Source Information

Ensure you are extracting the correct information from the film itself or
reputable databases. Misidentifying the director, year of release, or
production company can lead to inaccurate citations. Double-checking credits
and official film databases is recommended.

Omitting Essential Details

Do not omit essential components such as the director, title, or year of
release, especially when they are critical for identification. For archival



or home video sources, ensure you include details about the specific edition
or access point.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a
film in a note versus a bibliography entry in
Chicago style?
A: In a Chicago style note, you typically begin with the director's name
followed by the film title in italics. In the bibliography, the film title in
italics comes first, followed by the director's name and other production
details.

Q: How do I cite a film that I watched on a
streaming service like Netflix or Hulu using Chicago
style?
A: When citing a film viewed via streaming, include the film title in
italics, director, production company, year of release, and the name of the
streaming service. You can also include the URL if the film is not widely
available. For example: Parasite. Directed by Bong Joon-ho. CJ Entertainment,
2019. Available on Hulu.

Q: Should I include the actors' names in my Chicago
style film citation?
A: Including actors' names is generally optional in Chicago style film
citations unless they are central to your argument or research. If you do
include them, they typically appear after the director and before the film
title in a note, or after the director in a bibliography entry.

Q: What is the correct way to format the title of a
film in Chicago style?
A: Film titles should always be italicized in Chicago style, both in
footnotes/endnotes and in the bibliography.

Q: How do I cite a specific scene or moment from a



film in a Chicago style note?
A: To cite a specific scene or moment, you would include the standard film
citation information in your footnote or endnote and then add a description
of the scene or the timestamp (e.g., running time) to indicate the exact
location of the reference within the film.

Q: If I am using the author-date system in Chicago
style, how would I cite a film?
A: In the author-date system, you would typically cite the director as the
author. The in-text citation would be (Director's Last Name Year), and the
reference list entry would include the director's name, film title in
italics, production company, and year.

Q: What information is crucial to include when
citing a documentary film in Chicago style?
A: For documentaries, it is crucial to include the director's name, the
film's title in italics, the production company or distributor, and the year
of release. If the filmmaker or narrator plays a particularly significant
role, you may also choose to highlight their contribution.

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a
foreign film with a translated title?
A: For foreign films with translated titles, cite the original title in
italics, followed by the translated title in quotation marks. Then, include
the director, production company, and year of release. For example:
L'Avventura. "The Adventure." Directed by Michelangelo Antonioni. Edited by
E. Contini. 1960.
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