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Mastering Chicago Style Film Essays Citation: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style film essays citation is a crucial skill for any student or scholar engaging with
cinematic analysis. Proper citation ensures academic integrity, allows readers to locate your
sources, and demonstrates a deep understanding of the research process. This article will delve into
the intricacies of citing films and related materials within the Chicago Manual of Style, covering
both footnote/endnote and author-date systems. We will explore the specific elements required for
different types of film sources, from feature films and documentaries to interviews and reviews,
providing clear examples and best practices to help you navigate this often-complex area of
academic writing. Understanding these conventions is paramount for producing high-quality film
essays that meet rigorous scholarly standards.
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Understanding the Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style used across many academic
disciplines, particularly in the humanities. It offers two primary citation systems: the notes and
bibliography system (often referred to as footnote or endnote style) and the author-date system.
Both systems aim to provide clear and consistent attribution of sources, allowing readers to trace
the origin of ideas and information. When citing films, the specific format will depend on which of
these two systems your instructor or publication requires.

The Chicago style is known for its flexibility and detail. It provides comprehensive guidelines for
citing a vast array of sources, from books and journal articles to less conventional materials like
films, interviews, and websites. The core principle remains the same: to give credit where credit is
due and to provide enough information for the reader to find the original source. This is particularly
important in film studies, where analysis often draws upon visual evidence, directorial intent, and
historical context, all of which can be attributed to specific works or individuals.

Footnote and Endnote Citation for Films

The notes and bibliography system, commonly known as footnote or endnote citation, requires you to
cite your sources both in the text (through numbered notes) and in a comprehensive bibliography at
the end of your paper. For films, the initial note provides the most detailed information, with
subsequent notes for the same source becoming abbreviated.



Basic Film Citation in Footnotes/Endnotes

When citing a film for the first time in a footnote or endnote, you will typically include the film's title
(italicized), followed by the director, producer, distributor, and year of release. For specific
references within the film, you will also include the timestamp.

Title: The title of the film should be italicized.

Director: Credit the director prominently.

Producer: Include the producer(s) if relevant and available.

Distributor: Name the company that distributed the film.

Year of Release: The original year the film was released.

Timestamp: For specific scenes or dialogue, provide the exact time.

For example, a first note might look like this:

1. Citizen Kane, directed by Orson Welles, produced by Orson Welles, distributed by RKO Radio
Pictures, 1941, 00:15:32.

Subsequent Notes for Films

For subsequent citations of the same film within your paper, you will use an abbreviated form. This
typically includes the film title and the timestamp, with the author of the note often needing to cite
only the director if it's a direct quote or specific visual reference linked to their work.

An example of a subsequent note would be:

5. Citizen Kane, 00:45:10.

Bibliography Entry for Films

The bibliography entry for a film in Chicago style will mirror the information in the first
footnote/endnote but with a slightly different order and punctuation, typically placing the director's
name last and the title first, followed by the director's name in a specific format.

The bibliography format would appear as:

Citizen Kane. Directed by Orson Welles. Produced by Orson Welles. Distributed by RKO Radio
Pictures, 1941.



Author-Date Citation for Films

The author-date system for Chicago style requires in-text citations that include the author's last
name and the year of publication. For films, since there isn't a single "author" in the traditional
sense, the director or sometimes the producer is typically used as the authorial element. A
corresponding reference list at the end of the paper provides full details for each source.

Basic Film Citation in Author-Date

In the author-date system, your in-text citation will reference the director of the film and the year of
its release. This provides a concise way for readers to identify the source directly within the text of
your essay.

An in-text citation might look like this:

(Welles 1941).

Reference List Entry for Films

The reference list entry for a film in the author-date system will typically begin with the director's
name, followed by the film title, distributor, and year. The structure is designed to quickly identify
the film and its creator for the reader.

The reference list format for a film would be:

Welles, Orson, director. Citizen Kane. Produced by Orson Welles. Distributed by RKO Radio Pictures,
1941.

If you are citing a specific scene or moment within the film, you might also include a timestamp in
the reference list, though this is less common for the author-date system unless a specific point is
crucial for your argument.

Citing Specific Film Elements

Beyond the film itself, Chicago style provides guidelines for citing specific elements within a film,
such as dialogue, visual motifs, or performances. This detailed approach is vital for rigorous film
analysis, allowing you to pinpoint exact moments and support your arguments with precise evidence.

Dialogue and Specific Scenes

When quoting dialogue or referring to a specific scene, it is essential to provide the timestamp. In
the notes and bibliography system, this is done in the footnote/endnote. In the author-date system, it



might be included in parentheses after the in-text citation if it's a very specific reference, or detailed
in the reference list if it's a critical component of your source description.

For a quote, a footnote might include:

“Rosebud,” Citizen Kane, 01:45:50.

Visual Elements and Themes

Referencing visual elements, such as cinematography, mise-en-scène, or recurring motifs, requires
careful description and attribution. While direct citation is less about a quote and more about
observation, you still need to indicate the film and the approximate location where these elements
appear. The timestamp remains key for visual analysis.

In your essay, you might write:

The recurring motif of the mirror, particularly evident in the hallway scene (Welles 1941,
00:30:15-00:31:00), symbolizes Kane's fractured identity.

Performances

When discussing the work of an actor or other performer, it is standard to credit them alongside the
film. This acknowledges their specific contribution to the cinematic work being analyzed.

The citation could specify:

Orson Welles's performance as Charles Foster Kane in Citizen Kane (Welles 1941,
00:20:00-00:25:00).

Citing Film-Related Materials

Film essays often draw on more than just the primary film itself. Scholarly articles, books about film,
interviews with filmmakers, and even film reviews all require proper citation according to Chicago
style to maintain academic integrity and provide a comprehensive research foundation.

Journal Articles and Books

When citing secondary sources such as journal articles or books that analyze films, you will follow
the standard Chicago style for these formats. This involves including the author's name, the title of
the article or book, and publication details, along with page numbers for direct quotes.

A journal article citation in a bibliography might look like:

Corrigan, Timothy. "Narrative Authority in 'Citizen Kane'." Cinema Journal 25, no. 3 (Spring 1986):
4–10.



Interviews

If you conduct an interview with a filmmaker or actor, or if you cite an already published interview,
the citation format will vary. For unpublished interviews, include the interviewee, interviewer, date,
and location (if applicable). For published interviews, follow the format for the medium in which it
appeared.

A footnote for an unpublished interview:

Interview with Sofia Coppola by the author, Los Angeles, March 15, 2023.

Film Reviews

Citing film reviews requires including the reviewer's name, the title of the review (if it has one), the
name of the publication, and the date. This gives credit to the critic and allows readers to find the
original review.

A bibliography entry for a review:

Kael, Pauline. "Raising Kane." The New Yorker, February 13, 1941.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating Chicago style citation for films can present challenges. Awareness of common mistakes
and adherence to best practices will ensure your citations are accurate and effective, enhancing the
credibility and clarity of your film essays.

Consistency is Key

The most crucial aspect of any citation style is consistency. Whether you are using the notes and
bibliography system or the author-date system, maintain that choice throughout your entire paper.
Inconsistent formatting can confuse readers and detract from your work's professionalism.

Accuracy of Information

Double-check all details: film titles, director names, distributors, release dates, and especially
timestamps. Even minor inaccuracies can make it difficult for your reader to locate the exact source
you are referencing. This attention to detail reflects your thoroughness as a researcher.



Understanding Your Source Material

Before citing, fully understand what you are citing. Is it the primary film, a specific scene, a
scholarly interpretation, or a critical review? Your citation should accurately reflect the nature of
your source and how you are using it in your argument. This clarity is fundamental to strong
academic writing.

Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.

When in doubt, err on the side of providing more information rather than less.

Ask your instructor or editor for clarification on any specific citation requirements.

Keep meticulous records of your sources as you research.

Proofread your citations as carefully as you proofread your prose.

By meticulously applying these guidelines and remaining vigilant about accuracy, you can
confidently and effectively cite films and related materials within Chicago style, strengthening your
film essays and upholding academic standards.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing films in
Chicago style footnotes/endnotes versus author-date?
A: The main difference lies in where and how the citation information appears. Footnotes/endnotes
require a numbered note in the text with a full bibliography at the end, while the author-date system
uses in-text parenthetical citations (typically director and year) with a reference list at the end.

Q: How do I cite a specific scene or moment from a film in
Chicago style?
A: You should always include a timestamp. In the notes and bibliography system, this is added to the
footnote/endnote. In the author-date system, while less common for general references, it can be
included parenthetically after the in-text citation or in the reference list if it's crucial for identifying
the source.

Q: Who is considered the "author" when citing a film in



Chicago style?
A: Typically, the director is considered the primary author of a film for citation purposes. In some
cases, particularly with documentaries or films where a producer had a dominant creative role, the
producer might be listed first, but the director is most common.

Q: What information is essential for a basic film citation in
Chicago style?
A: Essential information includes the film's title (italicized), director, distributor, and year of release.
For specific references, a timestamp is also crucial.

Q: Can I cite different versions or formats of a film (e.g., a
DVD vs. a streaming version) in Chicago style?
A: Yes, if the format or version you are using is significant to your analysis, you should note it. For
example, you might specify if you are referencing a particular director's cut or a specific streaming
platform's version, including its accession number if available.

Q: How do I cite a film that is part of a collection or
anthology?
A: You would cite the specific film first, followed by information about the collection or anthology,
similar to citing a chapter in an edited book. This includes the title of the collection, the editor(s) of
the collection, and publication details.

Q: What if the film does not have a clear director or producer
listed?
A: In such cases, you would cite the film using the most prominent credited entity or the title itself
as the primary identifier, followed by the available information, and perhaps a note explaining the
lack of clear authorship.

Q: How does Chicago style handle citing foreign films,
especially regarding transliteration or original titles?
A: For foreign films, it's generally recommended to use the commonly accepted English title. If the
original title is significantly different or important to your argument, you can include it in
parentheses after the English title, along with its transliteration if applicable.

Q: Is there a specific way to cite a documentary in Chicago



style?
A: The citation for a documentary generally follows the same principles as a feature film, crediting
the director, title, distributor, and year. However, if the documentary is a collection of interviews or
archival footage, you might need to adjust the citation to reflect the complex nature of its
construction, potentially listing key contributors or interviewees.

Q: How do I cite film reviews and scholarly articles about films
in Chicago style?
A: Film reviews are cited like other magazine or newspaper articles, including the reviewer's name,
the article title, the publication, and the date. Scholarly articles are cited like other journal articles
or book chapters, with author, title, publication details, and page numbers.
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