
chicago style film essays citation chicago

chicago style film essays citation chicago is the cornerstone of academic integrity and clear

communication for students and scholars delving into the world of cinema. Mastering this citation style

is not merely a procedural hurdle but a crucial skill that allows for precise referencing of films,

interviews, and secondary sources, ensuring proper attribution and enabling readers to locate the

exact material cited. This comprehensive guide will navigate the intricacies of Chicago style for film

essays, covering everything from in-text citations and footnotes to bibliographical entries, and providing

practical examples for common film-related sources.
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Understanding Chicago Style: An Overview

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the author-date system and

the notes-bibliography system. For film essays, particularly within humanities and arts disciplines, the

notes-bibliography system is overwhelmingly preferred. This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes for

in-text citations and concludes with a comprehensive bibliography. The strength of the notes-

bibliography system lies in its ability to provide detailed source information within the notes

themselves, while the bibliography offers a consolidated list of all consulted works. This dual approach

enhances both the reader's ability to verify sources and the writer's capacity to provide nuanced

context.



Adhering to Chicago style ensures that your film analysis is grounded in credible scholarship and that

your engagement with cinematic works is transparent. When discussing films, it is essential to

distinguish between primary sources (the film itself) and secondary sources (critical essays, books,

reviews, etc.). Each requires a specific approach to citation, and a thorough understanding of these

distinctions is vital for accurate referencing. The goal is always to present your arguments with the

utmost scholarly rigor.

In-Text Citations and Footnotes in Chicago Style for Film

In the notes-bibliography system, in-text citations are typically rendered as superscript numbers that

correspond to a footnote or endnote. These notes contain the full citation details. For films, the initial

citation in a footnote or endnote will be more detailed, while subsequent citations of the same source

can be shortened. The key is to provide enough information so that the reader can easily identify the

source, even if it's the film itself.

When citing the film directly, the footnote should include the director, film title (italicized), production

company, year of release, and the specific timecode or scene being referenced. For example, a first

citation might look like: "1. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock, Psycho (Universal Pictures, 1960), 00:47:15."

Subsequent citations for the same film would then be simplified to something like: "2. Psycho,

00:52:30." This system allows for a clean textual flow while still providing precise source material.

When citing secondary sources such as scholarly articles or books discussing a film, the footnote will

resemble a standard Chicago style citation for that type of source. This typically includes the author's

name, the title of the work, and the relevant page number. For instance: "3. David Bordwell, The

Cinema of Eisenstein (New York: Columbia University Press, 1993), 88." This consistency ensures that

all sources, whether primary or secondary, are treated with uniform citation standards.

Footnotes for Film Titles

The initial footnote for a film is crucial for establishing its identity and origin. It should always include

the director's name, the full italicized title of the film, the primary production company, and the year of

release. This information provides the essential context for the cinematic work being discussed.



Here's a breakdown of what to include in the first footnote for a film:

Director's full name.

Italicized film title.

Production company (or primary distributor if company is less relevant).

Year of release.

Specific timecode or scene number for the reference (if applicable).

Footnotes for Secondary Sources

Footnotes for secondary sources, such as academic books and journal articles, follow the standard

Chicago Manual of Style format. These include the author's name, the title of the work (italicized for

books, in quotation marks for articles), publication details, and the specific page number being

referenced. Accurate page numbers are critical for allowing readers to verify your claims and engage

with the original arguments.

Crafting Bibliographies for Film Essays

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in your essay, including the film itself

and all secondary materials. For film essays, the bibliography requires careful organization to clearly

distinguish between primary and secondary sources. This distinction is key to demonstrating your

engagement with the material and its critical context. The bibliography serves as a complete reference

guide for your reader, offering a pathway to the materials you consulted.

Films are typically listed first in the bibliography, under a heading such as "Filmography" or "Primary



Sources." This is followed by a list of secondary sources, often categorized into "Books," "Articles," or

simply listed alphabetically under "Bibliography." The consistent formatting of each entry is paramount

to maintaining clarity and professionalism.

Each entry in the bibliography should be complete and follow the Chicago style guidelines precisely.

This means ensuring all necessary publication information is present and correctly formatted. The goal

is to provide a clear and comprehensive overview of your research foundation, allowing readers to

explore your sources further if they wish.

Structuring the Bibliography

A well-structured bibliography enhances the readability and academic rigor of your film essay. The

typical structure involves distinct sections that help organize the various types of sources you have

consulted. This organization makes it easier for your reader to navigate your research.

Begin with a section for primary sources, usually the film(s) you are analyzing.

Follow with a section for secondary sources, which can be further divided if you have a

substantial number of books and articles.

Alphabetize entries within each section by the author's last name or the title of the work if no

author is listed.

Ensure consistent formatting for all entries according to Chicago style guidelines.

Bibliography Entries for Films

The bibliography entry for a film serves as a definitive record of the primary source. It must contain all

the essential identifying information that allows someone to locate and identify the specific film you

analyzed. Clarity here is paramount for academic transparency.



Director's last name, First name, director. Italicized film title. City of Production: Production

Company, Year of Release.

Example: Hitchcock, Alfred, director. Psycho. Universal Pictures, 1960.

Bibliography Entries for Secondary Sources

Entries for secondary sources in your bibliography should mirror the format used in your footnotes or

endnotes, providing complete bibliographic information. Consistency between your notes and

bibliography is a hallmark of careful citation.

For books: Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of

Publication.

For articles in journals: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal

Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range.

Citing Specific Film Elements

Beyond the film as a whole, you may need to cite specific elements within a film, such as dialogue,

music, or visual sequences. Chicago style provides guidelines for referencing these components

precisely, ensuring your analysis is tied to tangible evidence within the cinematic work. This level of

detail strengthens your arguments and demonstrates a deep engagement with the film.

When quoting dialogue, it's customary to cite the film and the timecode where the line appears. This

allows readers to quickly find the exact moment. Similarly, referencing a specific musical cue or a

prominent visual motif should include the film title and timecode for easy verification. The aim is to be

as specific as possible, so your reader can follow your analytical thread without ambiguity.



The precise formatting for these specific elements will generally be integrated into your footnote or

endnote. The key is to convey the information clearly and concisely, linking your critical observation

directly to its source within the film. This precision is what differentiates strong academic writing from

casual commentary.

Citing Dialogue

Quoting dialogue from a film requires attributing the line to the character and providing the timecode

for its utterance. This ensures that your reader can locate the exact moment the dialogue occurs within

the film.

In a footnote, this might look like: "4. Marion Crane: 'What's the matter with me?' Psycho, 00:10:45."

Citing Visual or Auditory Elements

When referring to specific visual sequences, sound design, or musical scores, the timecode remains

your primary tool for precise referencing. This allows you to anchor your observations to the exact

moment they occur in the film.

For example: "5. The iconic shower scene begins with a jarring musical sting at Psycho, 00:47:15."

Citing Secondary Sources for Film Analysis

Your film essays will undoubtedly engage with existing scholarship, including film theory, criticism, and

historical accounts. Chicago style provides a robust framework for citing these secondary sources,

ensuring you give proper credit to the authors whose ideas inform your own. Accurate citation of

secondary sources is fundamental to academic discourse.

When incorporating arguments, interpretations, or factual information from books, journal articles,

essays, or even reputable online film criticism, you must cite them meticulously. The footnotes or

endnotes should include the author, title, publication details, and specific page numbers. The

bibliography will then list these sources in full.



It's important to understand the nuances of citing different types of secondary materials. For example,

citing an online article might require a URL and access date, whereas a book citation will include

publisher information. Familiarity with these variations ensures your citations are both comprehensive

and correct.

Citing Books on Film

Books dedicated to film analysis, theory, or history are common secondary sources. Ensure your

citations accurately reflect the author, title, publication city, publisher, and year, along with the specific

page number(s).

Example footnote: "6. Noël Carroll, The Philosophy of Motion Pictures (Malden, MA: Blackwell

Publishing, 1998), 215."

Citing Articles on Film

Journal articles and essays in edited collections offer critical perspectives on film. Accurate citation

involves the author, article title (in quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers,

publication year, and page range.

Example footnote: "7. Mary Ann Doane, "The Voice of the Storyteller: The Cinema of Jean-Luc

Godard," Film Quarterly 21, no. 4 (1968): 6."

Citing Online Film Resources

With the proliferation of online film criticism and academic databases, citing online resources is

increasingly common. Ensure you include the author (if available), title of the piece, website name,

publication date (if available), and the URL and access date.

Example footnote: "8. Roger Ebert, "Citizen Kane Movie Review," RogerEbert.com, October 26, 1997,

https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/great-movie-citizen-kane-1941."



Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Chicago Style Film

Citations

While Chicago style offers a clear framework, certain pitfalls can trip up even experienced writers. One

common error is inconsistency in formatting, particularly between footnotes and the bibliography.

Another is the incorrect identification of primary versus secondary sources. Ensuring every detail is

accurate—from director's names to publication years—is critical.

A best practice is to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or a reliable online

resource for specific questions. Creating a template for your most common source types can also save

time and prevent errors. Always double-check your citations against your sources before submitting

your work.

Furthermore, paying close attention to italicization of film titles and quotation marks for article titles is

essential. The distinction between first and subsequent citations in footnotes also needs careful

management. By being diligent and systematic, you can avoid these common mistakes and ensure

your film essays are impeccably cited.

Maintaining Consistency

Consistency is key to any citation style, and Chicago is no exception. Ensure that the formatting of

your in-text citations, footnotes, and bibliography entries is uniform throughout your essay. This

includes the consistent use of italics, quotation marks, and punctuation.

Verifying Information

Before finalizing your citations, always verify the accuracy of the information. Double-check names,

titles, dates, page numbers, and timecodes. Small errors can undermine your credibility and lead to

misattribution.



Conclusion: Elevating Your Film Essays with Chicago Style

Mastering Chicago style for film essays is an investment in the clarity, credibility, and academic rigor of

your work. By meticulously attending to the details of in-text citations, footnotes, and bibliographies,

you not only demonstrate respect for intellectual property but also empower your readers to engage

more deeply with your analysis. The principles of precise attribution and clear sourcing are

fundamental to scholarly communication, and the Chicago Manual of Style provides an authoritative

and effective system for achieving these goals. Embrace the process of careful citation, and you will

undoubtedly elevate the quality and impact of your film scholarship.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by Chicago style

for film essays?

A: The notes-bibliography system is the primary citation system recommended by The Chicago Manual

of Style for film essays, especially in humanities and arts disciplines. This system uses footnotes or

endnotes for in-text citations and concludes with a bibliography.

Q: How should I cite a film for the first time in a footnote in Chicago

style?

A: For the first citation of a film in a footnote, you should include the director's name, the italicized film

title, the production company, and the year of release. If you are referencing a specific moment,

include the timecode. For example: 1. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock, Psycho (Universal Pictures, 1960),

00:47:15.



Q: How do I cite a film in subsequent footnotes after the first

mention?

A: Subsequent footnotes for the same film can be shortened. Typically, you would just include the

italicized film title and the specific timecode or page number being referenced. For example: 2.

Psycho, 00:52:30.

Q: What is the format for a film entry in the bibliography in Chicago

style?

A: In the bibliography, a film entry should include the director's last name, first name, followed by

"director," the italicized film title, the city of production, the production company, and the year of

release. Example: Hitchcock, Alfred, director. Psycho. Universal Pictures, 1960.

Q: How do I cite a specific scene or visual element from a film in

Chicago style?

A: To cite a specific scene or visual element, include the film title and the relevant timecode in your

footnote or endnote. For example: 3. The famous aerial shot of the Bates Motel appears at Psycho,

00:15:02.

Q: What is the Chicago style approach to citing scholarly articles

about films?

A: When citing scholarly articles about films, use the standard Chicago style footnote/endnote format

for journal articles: Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue

(Year): Page number. The bibliography entry will follow a similar format.



Q: Should I italicize film titles in Chicago style?

A: Yes, film titles should always be italicized in both footnotes/endnotes and bibliography entries in

Chicago style.

Q: How do I distinguish between primary and secondary sources in my

Chicago style bibliography for a film essay?

A: It is good practice to separate your bibliography into sections. Typically, films would be listed under

a "Filmography" or "Primary Sources" heading, followed by secondary sources listed under

"Bibliography," which can be further divided into "Books" and "Articles" if needed.
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