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chicago style examples for spelling are crucial for academic, professional,
and publishing endeavors requiring adherence to established citation and
grammar conventions. This guide delves deep into the nuances of Chicago style
as it pertains to spelling, offering clear examples and detailed explanations
to ensure accuracy and consistency in your writing. We will explore the
general principles of Chicago's approach to spelling, address common
challenges like American versus British English, and provide practical advice
for various writing contexts. Understanding these principles will not only
enhance your credibility but also improve the clarity and professionalism of
your work, whether you are drafting a scholarly paper, a historical document,
or a creative manuscript.
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Understanding Chicago Style's Approach to
Spelling

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides comprehensive guidance on a vast
array of writing and editing matters, including spelling. Its primary
objective is to promote clarity, consistency, and readability. When it comes
to spelling, CMOS generally favors American English conventions unless a
specific context dictates otherwise. This default setting simplifies
decision-making for many writers and editors working within the United
States. However, the manual is not rigidly prescriptive; it emphasizes the
importance of maintaining consistency within a single document. This means
that once a spelling choice is made, it should be applied uniformly
throughout.

CMOS recognizes that language evolves and that variations in spelling are
common. Its advice is designed to be practical, guiding users through
potential ambiguities and offering reasoned solutions. The manual’s
recommendations extend beyond simple word spellings to include the correct
formation of compound words, the use of hyphens, and the proper presentation



of numbers, all of which are intertwined with spelling conventions.

American English as the Default

For most authors and editors operating within the United States, Chicago
Style defaults to American English spelling. This means that spellings like
"color" instead of "colour," "center" instead of "centre," and "analyze"
instead of "analyse" are generally preferred. This convention aligns with the
dominant linguistic practices in the American academic and publishing
landscapes. The consistency offered by adhering to this default simplifies
the editing process and ensures that the publication meets the expectations
of its intended audience.

This default preference is not an absolute rule but a strong guideline. The
critical factor is internal consistency. If a manuscript has a legitimate
reason to use British English spellings, such as if it is by a British author
or deals extensively with British history or culture, then maintaining those
spellings consistently throughout is acceptable and often desirable. The key
is to make an informed decision at the outset and adhere to it rigorously.

Handling British English Spellings

While American English is the default, Chicago Style does not preclude the
use of British English spellings. This is particularly relevant for authors
writing about British subjects, for publications targeting a British
audience, or when quoting directly from British sources that use those
spellings. When opting for British English, the same principle of consistency
applies rigorously. Every instance of a word that has a common variation
between American and British English should be spelled according to the
chosen convention.

For example, if you choose to use British spellings, you would consistently
use "programme" for a planned event, "grey" for the color, "jewellery" for
adornments, and "defence" for protection. The editor's role here is to
identify any inconsistencies and ensure that the chosen style is applied
uniformly, preventing jarring juxtapositions that can detract from the
reader's experience and undermine the author's credibility.

Compound Words and Hyphenation in Chicago Style

The spelling and hyphenation of compound words can be a frequent source of
confusion. Chicago Style addresses this by encouraging clarity and
consistency, often referring to dictionary entries for guidance. Generally,



compound words can exist as separate words (e.g., "ice cream"), hyphenated
words (e.g., "well-being"), or closed compounds (e.g., "keyboard").

The challenge arises when a compound word transitions between these forms.
For instance, a noun might be spelled as two words (e.g., "high school"), but
when used as an adjective before another noun, it might be hyphenated (e.g.,
"a high-school student"). Chicago Style advises checking a reputable
dictionary to determine the current preferred or most common form. If a
compound is not listed, the author should choose a form and apply it
consistently.

Here are some common scenarios:

Adjective + Noun: Often hyphenated when preceding the noun they modify:
"a twenty-year-old man," but "the man was twenty years old."

Compound Adverbs: Adverbs formed from adjectives often use hyphenation:
"well-known author," "fast-acting medication."

Nouns formed from verbs: These can be tricky. "Login" (verb) vs. "log-
in" (noun) or "log in" (noun phrase). CMOS recommends checking
dictionaries.

Numbers and Spelled-Out Figures

Chicago Style offers specific guidance on when to spell out numbers and when
to use numerals. Generally, it recommends spelling out numbers from zero
through one hundred, and using numerals for numbers 101 and above. However,
this guideline has exceptions, particularly for consistency within a text.

For example, if a text contains several numbers where some are above 100 and
others are below, it is often better for consistency to use numerals for all
of them if the context demands precise measurement or statistical data.
Conversely, if a text is more narrative, spelling out numbers, even those
above 100, might be appropriate if it enhances readability.

Key considerations include:

Consistency with similar numbers within the same sentence or paragraph.

The nature of the material; scientific or statistical writing often
favors numerals.

Units of measurement, which typically use numerals.



The correct spelling of number-related words is also important, such as
"nineteen" versus "nineteenth" (ordinal), or "million" versus "millions."
Adherence to standard English spelling for number words is expected.

Proper Nouns and Specialized Terminology

Proper nouns, including names of people, places, organizations, and specific
entities, generally follow their established spellings. This includes brand
names, company names, and titles of works. The key is accuracy and
verification. If a specific spelling is official for a company or
organization, that spelling must be used. For instance, "The Coca-Cola
Company" has a specific capitalization and spelling that must be maintained.

Specialized terminology within a particular field also requires careful
attention. Technical jargon, scientific terms, or historical names must be
spelled correctly according to established usage within that discipline. When
in doubt, consulting a specialized glossary, dictionary, or the relevant
professional body's style guide is advisable. Chicago Style emphasizes the
importance of accuracy for specialized terms to avoid misinterpretation and
to demonstrate expertise.

Common Spelling Pitfalls and Chicago Solutions

Several spelling errors are common across many writing styles, and Chicago
Style provides frameworks to address them. These often involve homophones,
commonly confused words, and tricky letter combinations.

One frequent issue is the confusion between words that sound alike but have
different spellings and meanings. For instance:

"Their," "there," and "they're."

"Your" and "you're."

"Its" (possessive) and "it's" (it is).

"Affect" (verb) and "effect" (noun).

Chicago Style requires correct usage of these words based on their
grammatical function and meaning. Proofreading carefully for these common
errors is essential.

Another pitfall is the spelling of words with silent letters or unusual
letter pairings, such as "conscience," "occurrence," "separate," and



"accommodate." The Chicago Manual of Style itself, or a good collegiate
dictionary, serves as the ultimate arbiter for such words. The principle of
consistency also extends to words that may have multiple acceptable
spellings; choose one and stick with it.

Resources for Chicago Style Spelling

When questions about spelling arise, consulting reliable resources is
paramount. The primary authority is, of course, The Chicago Manual of Style
itself. It offers detailed explanations and examples for a wide range of
writing conventions, including spelling. For day-to-day reference, a good
collegiate dictionary is indispensable. Recommended dictionaries include
Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary and the Oxford English Dictionary,
which often provide multiple spellings and usage notes.

Beyond dictionaries, online resources can be helpful, but their authority
should be carefully vetted. Websites of reputable publishing houses or
academic institutions that offer style guides often provide useful summaries
of Chicago Style principles. For specific fields, like medicine or law,
specialized dictionaries and style guides may also be necessary. The goal is
always to ensure accuracy and uphold the established standards of
professional writing.

FAQ

Q: Does Chicago Style always prefer American English
spelling, or are there exceptions?
A: Chicago Style defaults to American English spelling for most publications.
However, it allows for the consistent use of British English spelling when
appropriate for the subject matter, author's origin, or intended audience.
The crucial factor is internal consistency throughout the document.

Q: How does Chicago Style handle hyphenated compound
words, especially those that change form?
A: Chicago Style recommends consulting a reputable dictionary for the
preferred spelling and hyphenation of compound words. Generally, if a
compound is used as an adjective before a noun, it is often hyphenated (e.g.,
"a well-written essay"). When it functions as a noun or adjective after a
linking verb, it may be spelled as one or two words (e.g., "the essay was
well written"). Consistency is key.



Q: What are the general rules for spelling out
numbers in Chicago Style?
A: The general rule in Chicago Style is to spell out numbers from zero
through one hundred. Numbers 101 and above are typically written as numerals.
However, consistency within a text is often prioritized; if a text contains
numbers both above and below 101, it may be advisable to use numerals for all
of them if that enhances readability or aligns with the subject matter (e.g.,
statistical data).

Q: How should I approach spelling specialized or
technical terms in a document following Chicago
Style?
A: For specialized or technical terms, accuracy is paramount. Chicago Style
advises using the established and recognized spelling within that specific
discipline. Consulting specialized dictionaries, glossaries, or style guides
relevant to the field is recommended. When in doubt, verify the spelling with
a subject matter expert or a comprehensive, authoritative dictionary.

Q: What is Chicago Style's stance on variant
spellings of a word, like "theater" versus
"theatre"?
A: Chicago Style generally favors American English spelling, so "theater"
would be the default. However, if the context specifically relates to British
culture or institutions (e.g., discussing the Royal Shakespeare Company),
then consistently using "theatre" would be acceptable and appropriate. The
guiding principle is consistency within the document.

Q: Are there specific dictionaries recommended by
Chicago Style for spelling verification?
A: While The Chicago Manual of Style itself is the ultimate guide, it
frequently refers to standard collegiate dictionaries for spelling. Merriam-
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary and the Oxford English Dictionary are
commonly cited and highly recommended resources for verifying spellings and
understanding word usage.

Q: How does Chicago Style address the spelling of
foreign words used in English text?
A: Chicago Style generally suggests using the anglicized spelling of foreign
words if one is commonly accepted in English. If a foreign word retains its



original spelling in common English usage, that spelling should be used. When
introducing a foreign word that might not be familiar to the reader,
italicizing it and providing a brief explanation is often recommended.
Proofreading for consistency with established dictionaries is crucial.
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