
chicago style examples for reference list
Mastering the Chicago Style for Reference Lists: Essential Examples for Academic and Professional
Success

chicago style examples for reference list are crucial for academic integrity and professional
credibility. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive and widely respected
system for citing sources, ensuring readers can easily locate and verify the information you use. This
guide delves into the nuances of crafting accurate Chicago-style reference lists, offering practical
examples for various source types. We will explore the fundamental principles of Chicago citation,
differentiate between the two primary systems (notes-bibliography and author-date), and provide
detailed, step-by-step examples for common and less common source materials, including books,
journal articles, websites, and more. Understanding these examples will equip you to create flawless
bibliographies and reference lists, enhancing the clarity and authority of your written work.
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Understanding Chicago Style Citation Systems
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems, each serving different academic
and publication needs. The choice between them significantly impacts how your reference list will
appear. It is imperative to know which system your institution or publisher requires before you begin
compiling your citations.

The Notes-Bibliography System
This system is prevalent in the humanities, including literature, history, and the arts. It utilizes
footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text. Consequently, the reference list, typically titled
"Bibliography," includes all sources cited in the notes, often in a slightly more detailed format than
the initial note. The bibliography is usually arranged alphabetically by author's last name.

The Author-Date System
The author-date system, common in the social sciences and natural sciences, uses parenthetical in-
text citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication (e.g., Smith 2020). The
reference list, often titled "Reference List," provides full bibliographic details for each source cited
in the text, also organized alphabetically. This system allows readers to quickly identify the source



and publication date directly within the narrative.

Core Elements of a Chicago Style Reference List Entry
Regardless of the chosen system, a Chicago-style reference list entry for any source type shares
several fundamental components. These elements work together to provide a complete bibliographic
record, enabling readers to find the original source. Familiarity with these building blocks is
essential for constructing accurate citations.

Author(s)
The author's name is typically the first element in a Chicago citation. For the notes-bibliography
system, the author's name is presented as Last Name, First Name. In the author-date system, it's
also Last Name, First Name. If there are multiple authors, specific rules apply regarding how their
names are listed, usually involving "and" before the last author's name.

Title of the Work
The title of the specific work being cited (e.g., book, article, chapter) is a crucial component. Titles
of standalone works like books are italicized. Titles of shorter works published within a larger work,
such as journal articles or chapters, are typically enclosed in quotation marks.

Publication Information
This includes essential details about where and when the work was published. For books, this
typically involves the place of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication. For
journal articles, it includes the journal title (italicized), volume number, issue number, and the page
range of the article. Online resources will include the website name and the URL.

Page Numbers (when applicable)
For sources where you are referencing a specific part of the work, such as a direct quote or a
paraphrase from a book or article, you will include the relevant page number(s) in your in-text
citation. These are not always included in the bibliography entry itself unless referring to a specific
edition or if it's the only way to identify the material.

Chicago Style Examples for Books
Books are among the most common sources encountered in academic writing. Chicago style
provides clear guidelines for citing them, whether in print or digital formats. Paying close attention
to the order and punctuation of these elements ensures accuracy.



A Single-Author Book
This is a foundational example for citing a book. Note the order of the author's name and the use of
italics for the book title.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Author-Date System Example:

Smith, John. 2020. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

A Book with Two or Three Authors
When a book has multiple authors, Chicago style has specific rules for how their names are
presented in the reference list.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Adams, Jane, and Robert Green. Modern Urban Planning. New York: Academic Press, 2019.

Author-Date System Example:

Adams, Jane, and Robert Green. 2019. Modern Urban Planning. New York: Academic Press.

A Book with More Than Three Authors
For books with four or more authors, the convention is to list the first author followed by "et al." (an
abbreviation for "and others").

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Brown, Sarah, et al. Theories of Social Change. London: Routledge, 2018.

Author-Date System Example:

Brown, Sarah, et al. 2018. Theories of Social Change. London: Routledge.

An Edited Book
When citing an entire edited book, the editor(s) are listed, often with an abbreviation indicating their



role.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Davis, Michael, ed. Essays on American Literature. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2021.

Author-Date System Example:

Davis, Michael, ed. 2021. Essays on American Literature. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

A Chapter or Part of an Edited Book
Citing a specific contribution within an edited volume requires citing both the author of the chapter
and the details of the larger work.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Williams, Emily. "Thematic Analysis in Modern Fiction." In Essays on American Literature,
edited by Michael Davis, 45-68. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2021.

Author-Date System Example:

Williams, Emily. 2021. "Thematic Analysis in Modern Fiction." In Essays on American
Literature, edited by Michael Davis, 45-68. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

Chicago Style Examples for Journal Articles
Journal articles are vital for current research and scholarly discourse. Citing them accurately in
Chicago style ensures you give proper credit to the original authors and allows readers to find these
often-accessed resources.

A Journal Article with a DOI
Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are persistent links to scholarly articles. Their inclusion is standard
practice.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Johnson, David. "Renewable Energy Trends in Urban Environments." Journal of Sustainable
Development 25, no. 2 (2022): 112-130. doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

Author-Date System Example:



Johnson, David. 2022. "Renewable Energy Trends in Urban Environments." Journal of
Sustainable Development 25 (2): 112-130. doi:10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

A Journal Article without a DOI (Accessed Online)
When a DOI is not available, the URL of the article, along with the access date, is typically provided.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Miller, Sarah. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Communications Quarterly
30, no. 1 (2021): 55-70. Accessed July 15, 2023.
https://www.examplejournal.com/article/12345.

Author-Date System Example:

Miller, Sarah. 2021. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Communications
Quarterly 30 (1): 55-70. Accessed July 15, 2023.
https://www.examplejournal.com/article/12345.

A Journal Article from a Print Subscription Database
When the article is accessed through a subscription database and lacks a DOI, the database name
and accession number might be included.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Garcia, Maria. "Early Childhood Education Models." Educational Review 45, no. 3 (2019):
210-225. ProQuest Central, Document ID: 123456789.

Author-Date System Example:

Garcia, Maria. 2019. "Early Childhood Education Models." Educational Review 45 (3): 210-225.
ProQuest Central, Document ID: 123456789.

Chicago Style Examples for Websites and Online
Resources
The internet has become a vast repository of information. Citing online sources requires careful
attention to detail, including the website name, author (if available), title, publication date, and URL.



A Webpage with an Author
When a specific author is credited for the content of a webpage, their name should be included.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Lee, Kevin. "Understanding Artificial Intelligence." Tech Insights Blog, March 10, 2023.
https://www.techinsights.com/ai-explained.

Author-Date System Example:

Lee, Kevin. 2023. "Understanding Artificial Intelligence." Tech Insights Blog, March 10.
https://www.techinsights.com/ai-explained.

A Webpage without a Specific Author (Corporate Author)
If no individual author is listed, the organization or corporation responsible for the website acts as
the author.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

World Health Organization. "Global Health Statistics Report 2022." Accessed July 15, 2023.
https://www.who.int/reports/global-health-2022.

Author-Date System Example:

World Health Organization. 2022. "Global Health Statistics Report 2022." Accessed July 15,
2023. https://www.who.int/reports/global-health-2022.

A Blog Post
Blog posts are cited similarly to other webpages, with emphasis on the author, post title, blog name,
and date.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Patel, Priya. "The Future of Remote Work." Career Development Insights, April 5, 2023.
https://www.careerinsights.com/remote-work-future.

Author-Date System Example:

Patel, Priya. 2023. "The Future of Remote Work." Career Development Insights, April 5.
https://www.careerinsights.com/remote-work-future.



Chicago Style Examples for Other Source Types
Beyond books and articles, Chicago style provides guidance for a wide array of other sources,
ensuring consistency across diverse research materials. These include reports, government
documents, and media.

A Government Report
Government publications are often cited by the agency that issued them.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

United States. Environmental Protection Agency. Annual Air Quality Report. Washington, DC:
Government Publishing Office, 2021.

Author-Date System Example:

United States. Environmental Protection Agency. 2021. Annual Air Quality Report.
Washington, DC: Government Publishing Office.

A Newspaper Article
Newspaper articles are cited with the author (if known), article title, newspaper name, and date.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

Thompson, Laura. "Local Businesses Adapt to Economic Shifts." Chicago Tribune, July 10,
2023.

Author-Date System Example:

Thompson, Laura. 2023. "Local Businesses Adapt to Economic Shifts." Chicago Tribune, July
10.

A Film or Television Episode
Citations for audiovisual materials include title, director/creator, and production details.

Notes-Bibliography System Example:

The Great Gatsby. Directed by Baz Luhrmann. Warner Bros. Pictures, 2013.

Author-Date System Example:



Luhrmann, Baz, dir. 2013. The Great Gatsby. Warner Bros. Pictures.

Formatting Your Reference List in Chicago Style
Beyond the individual entries, the overall presentation of your reference list is crucial for adherence
to Chicago style. Proper formatting enhances readability and professionalism.

Alphabetical Order
All entries in your reference list, whether for the notes-bibliography or author-date system, must be
arranged in alphabetical order based on the first word of each entry, typically the author's last
name. If an entry has no author, it is alphabetized by the title.

Hanging Indentation
Chicago style consistently employs a hanging indent for reference lists. This means the first line of
each entry is flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines of that entry are indented. This
formatting makes it easier for readers to distinguish between entries and locate specific citations
quickly.

Double-Spacing
Reference lists in Chicago style are typically double-spaced, both within and between entries. This
spacing contributes to a clean and readable layout, which is a hallmark of professional academic
documents. Ensure your word processing software is set to double-spacing for the entire reference
list section.

Adhering to these formatting conventions, alongside the detailed examples provided, will ensure
your Chicago-style reference list is accurate, complete, and professional. This meticulous attention
to detail is fundamental to scholarly communication and upholds the integrity of your research.









FAQ: Chicago Style Examples for Reference List

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style for
reference lists?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes in the text and a bibliography at the
end, which often includes all sources consulted, not just those cited. The author-date system uses in-
text parenthetical citations (Author Year) and a reference list that includes only the sources cited in
the text.

Q: How do I cite a book with an editor but no author in a
Chicago style reference list?
A: For the notes-bibliography system, you would list the editor's name followed by "ed." or "eds.",
then the title, publication information, and page range if applicable (e.g., Davis, Michael, ed. Essays
on American Literature. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2021.). For the author-date system, it
would be similar: Davis, Michael, ed. 2021. Essays on American Literature. Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website that has no clear
author or publication date in Chicago style?
A: If there is no author, use the name of the organization or website as the author. If there is no
publication date, use "n.d." (for "no date"). Include the access date and the URL (e.g., World Health
Organization. "Global Health Statistics Report." n.d. Accessed July 15, 2023.
https://www.who.int/reports/global-health-statistics.).

Q: How should I format the reference list for a journal article
with multiple authors in Chicago style?
A: For two or three authors, list them all in the reference list (e.g., Adams, Jane, and Robert Green.).
For four or more authors, list the first author followed by "et al." (e.g., Brown, Sarah, et al.). The
order remains the same for both notes-bibliography and author-date systems.

Q: Does Chicago style require specific formatting for DOIs
(Digital Object Identifiers) in reference list entries?
A: Yes, DOIs are typically included at the end of the entry, preceded by "doi:" followed by the
identifier itself. They are often presented as a clickable hyperlink if the document is intended for
digital viewing, but the essential element is the DOI string.



Q: What is the purpose of a hanging indent in a Chicago style
reference list?
A: A hanging indent (where the first line of each entry is flush left and subsequent lines are
indented) is used to improve readability. It clearly distinguishes between separate entries and makes
it easier for readers to scan the list and locate specific citations by author.

Q: When citing a newspaper article, is it necessary to include
the page numbers in the reference list entry?
A: For print newspaper articles, it is often helpful to include page numbers if they are available,
especially if the article is long or spans multiple pages. However, for online newspaper articles, the
URL is more critical than page numbers.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book when using the
author-date system?
A: For the author-date system, you would cite the chapter author, the year, the chapter title, the
word "In" followed by the book title, the editor(s), and then the page range of the chapter, along
with the publication information for the book (e.g., Williams, Emily. 2021. "Thematic Analysis in
Modern Fiction." In Essays on American Literature, edited by Michael Davis, 45-68. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.).
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