
chicago style examples for quoting indirectly
chicago style examples for quoting indirectly can significantly enhance the clarity and academic
integrity of your writing. Understanding how to paraphrase and summarize information from
sources, while properly attributing them according to Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) guidelines, is
crucial for avoiding plagiarism and demonstrating a thorough understanding of your research. This
article delves into the nuances of indirect citation in Chicago style, providing clear explanations and
practical examples. We will explore the core principles of indirect quotation, differentiate it from
direct quotation, and illustrate how to integrate paraphrased and summarized content seamlessly
into your text, ensuring proper note citation. Furthermore, we will discuss common pitfalls to avoid
and offer best practices for consistent and accurate referencing throughout your academic work.
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Understanding Indirect Quotation in Chicago Style

Understanding Indirect Quotation in Chicago Style
Indirect quotation in Chicago style refers to the practice of restating the ideas or information from a
source in your own words, rather than using the source's exact phrasing. This encompasses both
paraphrasing, which is restating a specific passage, and summarizing, which involves condensing
the main points of a larger section or an entire work. The fundamental requirement for both is
accurate attribution to the original author. Chicago style, unlike some other citation systems, offers
flexibility in how you present these indirect quotations, primarily through its two systems: notes and
bibliography, and author-date. However, the core principle of acknowledging the source remains
paramount.

The goal of indirect quotation is not merely to rephrase but to demonstrate comprehension. When
you effectively paraphrase or summarize, you synthesize the information and integrate it into your
argument, showing how it supports your own thesis. This process is vital for building a cohesive and
well-supported piece of academic writing. Failing to properly cite an indirect quotation is considered
plagiarism, regardless of intent, and can have serious academic consequences. Therefore, a deep
understanding of Chicago style's expectations for indirect citation is indispensable for any scholar.



The Importance of Paraphrasing and Summarizing
Paraphrasing and summarizing are indispensable tools for academic writers when engaging with
source material. Paraphrasing allows you to incorporate specific ideas or arguments from a source
into your own text without disrupting the flow with direct quotation. It demonstrates your ability to
interpret and articulate complex information in a new linguistic form, thus proving your grasp of the
material. This method is particularly useful when the original wording is less important than the idea
itself, or when the original phrasing is overly technical or cumbersome.

Summarizing, on the other hand, is crucial for providing context, overview, or background
information from sources. It allows you to condense extensive information into a concise statement,
highlighting only the most pertinent points relevant to your argument. This is essential for building a
strong foundation for your own research, showing how your work relates to existing scholarship, and
avoiding lengthy discussions of tangential material. Both paraphrasing and summarizing, when
executed correctly, contribute significantly to the originality and analytical depth of your writing,
while faithfully acknowledging your intellectual debt to the original authors.

When to Use Indirect Quotation
Indirect quotation is a versatile technique that should be employed strategically throughout your
academic work. Its application is particularly appropriate when you wish to incorporate the essence
of an idea, argument, or fact from a source without needing to preserve the exact language. For
instance, if a source offers a clear and concise explanation of a concept that perfectly aligns with
your discussion, paraphrasing can integrate this seamlessly into your prose. Similarly, if you need to
refer to the main findings of a study or the overarching argument of an article without detailing
every nuance, a summary is the ideal approach.

The decision to use indirect quotation also hinges on the importance of the source's specific
wording. If the original phrasing is particularly impactful, memorable, or legally significant, a direct
quotation might be more suitable. However, in most cases where the idea is the primary focus,
paraphrasing or summarizing allows for a more integrated and fluid narrative. It also helps to
demonstrate your own analytical voice, as you are processing and re-presenting information through
your own understanding, which is a fundamental skill in academic discourse. Utilizing indirect
quotation effectively showcases your ability to synthesize and critically engage with existing
literature.

How to Properly Paraphrase
Proper paraphrasing involves more than just changing a few words from the original text. It requires
a deep understanding of the source material and the ability to express its core meaning using
entirely different sentence structures and vocabulary. Begin by reading the passage carefully until
you fully grasp its meaning. Then, set the original text aside and write down the idea in your own
words, as if you were explaining it to someone who has not read the source. Pay close attention to
capturing the author's intent and all essential information within the passage.

After drafting your paraphrase, compare it against the original to ensure accuracy and to confirm



that you have not inadvertently retained any of the original phrasing. While some common words or
phrases might be unavoidable, the majority of your paraphrase should be unique. Crucially, even
with your own words, you must still provide a citation. This is where Chicago style's note system or
author-date system comes into play, ensuring that the intellectual property of the original author is
acknowledged. A good paraphrase is a testament to your comprehension and integration skills.

How to Properly Summarize
Summarizing involves condensing the main points of a longer piece of text, such as a paragraph, an
article, or even a book, into a brief overview. To summarize effectively, you must first identify the
author's central argument or thesis and the key supporting ideas. Read the entire section or work,
making notes of these essential elements. Then, in your own words, articulate these main points
concisely. Avoid getting bogged down in minor details or examples unless they are critical to
understanding the overall message.

The process of summarizing is about distillation. You are extracting the purest essence of the
source's message. Just like paraphrasing, a summary must be followed by a citation. This indicates
that the ideas you are presenting originate from another source, even though you have expressed
them in your own unique way. A well-crafted summary not only saves your reader time but also
demonstrates your ability to critically evaluate and extract significant information from extensive
material, integrating it efficiently into your own scholarly narrative.

Crafting Indirect Citations: The Mechanics
In Chicago style, indirect citations are primarily handled through footnotes or endnotes when using
the notes and bibliography system, or through parenthetical citations when using the author-date
system. For the notes and bibliography system, the first time you refer to a source indirectly, you
will include a full note, which typically includes the author's name, the title of the work, and specific
publication details, along with page numbers if referring to a particular part of the text. Subsequent
notes for the same source can be shortened, often just including the author's last name and a page
number. When paraphrasing or summarizing, the page number is optional but recommended if the
idea is tied to a specific location within the source, aiding readers in finding the original information.

For the author-date system, indirect citations are placed in parentheses within the text, immediately
following the paraphrased or summarized information. This parenthetical citation typically includes
the author's last name, the year of publication, and, if necessary, a page number or page range. For
example, (Smith 2020, 45). Both systems, however, require a corresponding bibliographic entry at
the end of your work, providing full publication details for all sources cited. The key is consistency in
your chosen system and meticulous attention to detail in formatting both the in-text citations and the
bibliography.

Examples of Indirect Quotation and Citation
Let's illustrate indirect quotation with concrete examples using the notes and bibliography system.
Suppose you are working with a book by Jane Doe titled "The History of Chicago" published in 2022,



and on page 75, she writes about the city's architectural evolution. Instead of directly quoting, you
might paraphrase: "Chicago's architectural landscape has been a dynamic reflection of its rapid
growth and innovative spirit." Following this paraphrase, you would insert a footnote marker.

The corresponding footnote would look something like this:
1. Jane Doe, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022), 75.
If you are summarizing a chapter, your footnote might not require a page number, or it might refer
to the chapter:
2. Doe, The History of Chicago, chap. 3.
In the author-date system, the in-text citation would appear directly after the paraphrased or
summarized content, like this: "Chicago's architectural landscape has been a dynamic reflection of
its rapid growth and innovative spirit" (Doe 2022, 75). These examples highlight how to weave
paraphrased ideas into your text while properly crediting the source according to Chicago style
principles.

Consider another scenario where you are summarizing the main argument of an article by John
Smith, "Urban Planning in the 21st Century," published in 2021 in the Journal of Urban Studies,
volume 15, issue 2, on pages 110-125. A summary might read: "Smith (2021) argues that
contemporary urban planning must prioritize sustainability and community engagement to address
the challenges of growing metropolises." This demonstrates a concise summary integrated into the
text.

Using the notes and bibliography system for this summary, the footnote would be:

3. John Smith, "Urban Planning in the 21st Century," Journal of Urban Studies 15, no. 2
(2021): 110-25.

The initial note for this article would be more detailed, and subsequent notes might be shortened as
needed. This ensures that readers can trace your information back to its origin, maintaining
academic honesty.

Avoiding Common Mistakes in Indirect Citation
One of the most frequent errors when using indirect quotation is insufficient paraphrasing. This
occurs when writers change only a few words or rearrange sentence structure slightly but retain the
original phrasing and sentence patterns, which can still be considered plagiarism. Another common
mistake is the omission of a citation altogether. Even if you are using your own words, if the idea or
information is not your original thought or common knowledge, it must be attributed to its source.

Furthermore, inaccurate summaries or paraphrases that misrepresent the original author's meaning
are problematic. It is crucial to ensure that your rephrased content faithfully reflects the source's
intended message. Inconsistent citation formatting, whether in notes or parenthetical citations, also
detracts from the professionalism and clarity of your work. Always refer to the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style for precise formatting guidelines. Double-checking all citations against your
notes or bibliography is a vital step in the editing process to catch these errors.



Integrating Indirect Quotation into Your Writing
Effectively integrating indirect quotation involves more than just inserting paraphrased sentences
into your text; it requires seamless weaving that supports your own argument. Begin by introducing
the idea from your source, perhaps with a phrase that signals your engagement with another
scholar's work, such as "According to [Author's Name]..." or "[Author's Last Name] suggests that...".
This provides context for the reader and clearly delineates where your analysis begins and where it
draws upon external material.

Follow the paraphrased or summarized content with your own analysis or commentary. Explain how
this borrowed idea supports your thesis, how it contrasts with other viewpoints, or what its
implications are for your research. This analytical step is what transforms a simple citation into a
substantive contribution to your own work. Ensure smooth transitions between your original prose
and the integrated indirect quotation. The goal is for the borrowed material to feel like a natural
extension of your own thought process, not an abrupt interruption. Proper citation, whether through
notes or parenthetical references, should always accompany the indirect quotation, reinforcing your
academic integrity.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between direct and indirect
quotation in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the presentation of the source material. Direct quotation uses the
exact wording from the source, enclosed in quotation marks. Indirect quotation, conversely, involves
restating the source's ideas or information in your own words, whether through paraphrasing a
specific passage or summarizing larger sections, and it does not use quotation marks. Both require
proper citation according to Chicago Manual of Style guidelines.

Q: Do I need to cite an indirect quotation even if I significantly
rephrase the original text?
A: Yes, absolutely. As long as the idea, concept, fact, or argument originates from a source other
than your own original thought or generally accepted common knowledge, you must cite it,
regardless of whether you are quoting directly or indirectly. Failing to do so constitutes plagiarism.

Q: How does Chicago style handle page numbers for indirect
quotations?
A: For indirect quotations (paraphrases and summaries) in Chicago style's notes and bibliography
system, page numbers are generally optional but highly recommended, especially if the paraphrased
or summarized idea is tied to a specific point within the source. Providing page numbers helps
readers locate the original information more easily. In the author-date system, page numbers are
typically included when the paraphrase or summary refers to a specific part of a work.



Q: Can I summarize an entire book or article without citing it
using Chicago style?
A: No, you cannot. Any summary of an entire book, article, or even a significant portion of one must
be cited. A summary condenses the author's main arguments or findings, and these intellectual
contributions must be credited to the original author through appropriate Chicago style citations.

Q: What are some common pitfalls to avoid when paraphrasing
for Chicago style citations?
A: Common pitfalls include changing only a few words from the original text, altering the sentence
structure slightly while retaining the original phrasing, and failing to cite the source altogether.
Another mistake is misrepresenting the original author's meaning through an inaccurate
paraphrase. Thoroughly understanding the source and using your own unique sentence structures
and vocabulary are key.

Q: Is there a specific formula for writing indirect quotes in
Chicago style?
A: Chicago style does not provide a rigid formula for the wording of indirect quotes themselves, as
the goal is to express the idea in your own unique voice. However, it does provide strict guidelines
for the accompanying citation. When using the notes and bibliography system, you use footnotes or
endnotes. When using the author-date system, you use parenthetical in-text citations, typically in the
format (Author Last Name Year, Page Number).

Q: When should I choose indirect quotation over direct
quotation in Chicago style writing?
A: You should choose indirect quotation when the specific wording of the source is not as important
as the idea it conveys, when you want to integrate information smoothly into your own prose, or
when you need to condense lengthy passages. Direct quotation is best reserved for instances where
the original wording is particularly striking, significant, or essential to your analysis.

Q: How do I ensure my paraphrased content accurately
reflects the original source when using Chicago style?
A: To ensure accuracy, carefully read the original passage until you fully understand its meaning.
Then, set the original text aside and write the idea in your own words. After drafting your
paraphrase, compare it meticulously with the original to confirm that you have captured the author's
intent without inadvertently using their phrasing or structure. Always double-check your
understanding and representation of the source.
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