chicago style examples for literature
reviews

Mastering Chicago Style Examples for Literature Reviews

chicago style examples for literature reviews are crucial for academics and
researchers aiming for clarity, consistency, and credibility in their scholarly work.
Understanding the nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for literature reviews
ensures that your synthesis of existing research is presented in a format recognized and
respected across disciplines. This article delves into the essential elements of crafting a
literature review with Chicago style, covering everything from in-text citations to the
bibliography, and providing practical examples to illustrate best practices. We will explore
how to effectively integrate source material, maintain proper formatting for various source
types, and construct a coherent and well-supported review that showcases your
understanding of the academic landscape.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Literature Review

A literature review is more than just a summary of existing studies; it is a critical analysis
and synthesis of published research on a specific topic. Its primary purpose is to
demonstrate a thorough understanding of the current state of knowledge, identify gaps in
the literature, establish a theoretical framework for your own research, and justify the
need for your study. By critically evaluating previous work, you position your own
contribution within the broader academic conversation.

In essence, a literature review situates your research within a larger context. It shows that
you have engaged with the relevant scholarly conversations and are aware of the key
debates, methodologies, and findings within your field. A well-executed review highlights
the evolution of ideas, pinpoints areas where research is lacking, and ultimately builds a
compelling case for the significance of your own work. Therefore, mastering the
conventions of citation and presentation, such as those found in Chicago style, is
paramount to achieving these objectives effectively.



Core Components of a Chicago Style Literature
Review

A Chicago style literature review, like any other academic paper, relies on two
fundamental citation elements: in-text citations and a bibliography (or endnotes/footnotes,
depending on the chosen Chicago system). These components work in tandem to give
credit to original sources, allow readers to locate those sources, and prevent plagiarism.
The integrity of your review hinges on the accurate and consistent application of these
elements according to the Chicago Manual of Style.

The in-text citations provide immediate attribution to the source of specific ideas, data, or
quotes within the body of your text. They are typically concise, directing the reader to the
full bibliographic entry. The bibliography, on the other hand, is a comprehensive list of all
sources cited in your review, presented in alphabetical order by author's last name, and
formatted according to strict Chicago style guidelines. Understanding the specific
requirements for each of these components is the first step toward a well-formed
literature review.

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

Chicago style offers two primary systems for in-text citations: the author-date system and
the notes-bibliography system. For literature reviews, the notes-bibliography system is
often preferred in the humanities, while the author-date system is more common in the
social sciences and sciences. Whichever system you employ, consistency is key. These
citations are integrated seamlessly into your prose to acknowledge the origin of
information and arguments.

Notes-Bibliography System

In the notes-bibliography system, superscripts are placed in the text after the relevant
quotation, paraphrase, or idea, indicating a corresponding note. These notes can appear
as footnotes at the bottom of the page or as endnotes at the end of the paper. For a
literature review, these notes provide concise bibliographic information, often including
the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. If the note is the first
reference to that source, it will contain full bibliographic details. Subsequent notes for the
same source can be significantly abbreviated.

For example, a first citation might look like this in a footnote:

e 1. Jane Smith, Theories of Literary Criticism (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020), 45.



A subsequent citation for the same work would be shorter:

e 2. Smith, Literary Criticism, 62.

Alternatively, if the author's name is mentioned in the text, the note can be even more
streamlined:

e 3. Smith, Literary Criticism, 78.

Author-Date System

The author-date system uses parenthetical citations directly within the text, typically
including the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number(s) if a
direct quote is used. This system is more streamlined for the reader as it doesn't require
consulting separate notes. The cited information is immediately available within the flow
of the sentence.

For instance, an in-text citation using this system would appear as:

Scholars argue that the postmodern condition has irrevocably altered our understanding
of narrative (Lyotard 1984, 78). More recently, scholars have explored the implications of
digital technologies on storytelling (Smith 2020, 102).

If the author's name is part of the sentence, only the year and page number are needed:

Lyotard (1984) famously argued that the postmodern condition has irrevocably altered our
understanding of narrative.

The Bibliography in Chicago Style

The bibliography, essential for any Chicago style literature review, provides a complete
and alphabetized list of all sources referenced. This section allows readers to easily
identify and locate the works you have consulted. The format for each entry depends on
the type of source, but a consistent structure and attention to detail are paramount for
adhering to Chicago style guidelines.

Entries in the bibliography are typically arranged alphabetically by the author's last name.
If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. Each
entry follows a specific order of information (author, title, publication details) and uses



specific punctuation. Understanding these conventions ensures that your bibliography is
both accurate and professional.

Formatting Bibliography Entries

The exact formatting for each bibliographic entry in Chicago style depends on whether
you are using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system. While the content
of the information is largely the same, the order and punctuation can differ.

Notes-Bibliography System Bibliography Format
Entries in the bibliography for the notes-bibliography system generally follow this pattern:

e Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year
of Publication.

e Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Year of Publication): Page numbers.

Author-Date System Bibliography Format

For the author-date system, the bibliography (often referred to as a "References" list in
this system) has a slightly different structure, prioritizing the author and date:

e Author's Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

e Author's Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. "Title of Article." Title of
Journal Volume (Issue): Page numbers.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style
Formatting

A comprehensive literature review will draw upon a variety of sources. Accurately
formatting each type of source in your citations and bibliography is critical for maintaining
Chicago style integrity. Here are examples of common source types:



Books

When citing a book in Chicago style, you'll need the author's name, the full title, the place
of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.

¢ Notes-Bibliography System (Book):

e 1. Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by
Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1995.

e Bibliography (Notes-Bibliography System):

e Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by Alan
Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1995.

e Author-Date System (Book):

e Foucault, Michel. 1995. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by
Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books.

Journal Articles

Journal articles require the author's name, the article title, the journal title, the volume
and issue numbers, the year of publication, and the page range of the article.

¢ Notes-Bibliography System (Journal Article):

e 2. Bourdieu, Pierre. "The Forms of Capital." Handbook of Theory and Research for
the Sociology of Education 241 (1986): 465-77.

e Bibliography (Notes-Bibliography System):

e Bourdieu, Pierre. "The Forms of Capital." Handbook of Theory and Research for the
Sociology of Education 241 (1986): 465-77.

¢ Author-Date System (Journal Article):

e Bourdieu, Pierre. 1986. "The Forms of Capital." Handbook of Theory and Research
for the Sociology of Education 241: 465-77.



Book Chapters

For chapters within an edited book, you will cite the chapter author, the chapter title, the
editor(s), the book title, and the page range of the chapter, along with the publication
details of the book.

¢ Notes-Bibliography System (Book Chapter):

e 3. Latour, Bruno, and Steve Woolgar. "The Social Construction of Scientific Facts." In
Laboratory Life: The Construction of Scientific Facts, 179-214. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1986.

e Bibliography (Notes-Bibliography System):

e Latour, Bruno, and Steve Woolgar. "The Social Construction of Scientific Facts." In
Laboratory Life: The Construction of Scientific Facts, 179-214. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1986.

e Author-Date System (Book Chapter):

e Latour, Bruno, and Steve Woolgar. 1986. "The Social Construction of Scientific

Facts." In Laboratory Life: The Construction of Scientific Facts, 179-214. Princeton:
Princeton University Press.

Websites and Online Sources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to details like the author (if available), title
of the specific page or document, name of the website, publication or last updated date,
and the URL. For Chicago style, including an access date is also crucial for online
materials that may change.

¢ Notes-Bibliography System (Website):

e 4. National Endowment for the Arts. "Arts and Culture Indicators." Accessed August
15, 2023. https://www.arts.gov/impact/research/arts-and-culture-indicators.

e Bibliography (Notes-Bibliography System):

e National Endowment for the Arts. "Arts and Culture Indicators." Accessed August 15,
2023. https://www.arts.gov/impact/research/arts-and-culture-indicators.

e Author-Date System (Website):

e National Endowment for the Arts. n.d. "Arts and Culture Indicators." Accessed



August 15, 2023. https://'www.arts.gov/impact/research/arts-and-culture-indicators.

Structuring Your Chicago Style Literature Review

Beyond correct citation, the organization of your literature review is paramount. A well-
structured review guides the reader through the existing scholarship logically and
effectively. While the specific arrangement can vary depending on your field and the scope
of your review, common organizational patterns include chronological, thematic,
methodological, and theoretical approaches.

Chronological Structure

This approach involves discussing the literature in the order in which it was published. It
is useful for illustrating the historical development of a topic, showing how ideas have
evolved over time and how previous research has built upon or challenged earlier findings.
This can help to highlight the progression of thought and identify seminal works.

Thematic Structure

A thematic structure organizes the literature around key themes or concepts. Each section
or paragraph would then explore a specific theme, discussing the various studies that have
contributed to our understanding of it. This method is effective for synthesizing diverse
research and for identifying recurring patterns or debates within the literature.

Methodological or Theoretical Structure

This approach categorizes studies based on the research methods or theoretical
frameworks employed. You might discuss all studies using qualitative methods in one
section and those using quantitative methods in another, or group studies by their
underlying theoretical perspectives (e.g., feminist theory, constructivism). This is
particularly useful when comparing and contrasting different approaches to studying a
phenomenon.

Advanced Chicago Style Considerations for
Literature Reviews

While the fundamental elements of Chicago style are straightforward, advanced



considerations can enhance the professionalism and clarity of your literature review.
These might include handling multiple authors, citing electronic sources with DOIs, and
formatting for specific academic contexts.

Multiple Authors

Chicago style has specific rules for citing works with multiple authors, which vary
depending on the number of authors. For the notes-bibliography system, you generally
include all authors' names in the first note and subsequent notes, but in the bibliography,
you may use "et al." for works with three or more authors.

¢ Notes-Bibliography System (Three or More Authors):

e First Note: 5. John Doe, Jane Smith, and Robert Johnson, Advanced Research
Methods (New York: Academic Press, 2022), 112.

e Bibliography: Doe, John, Jane Smith, and Robert Johnson. Advanced Research
Methods. New York: Academic Press, 2022.

¢ Author-Date System (Three or More Authors):
e In-text: (Doe, Smith, and Johnson 2022, 112)

e References: Doe, John, Jane Smith, and Robert Johnson. 2022. Advanced Research
Methods. New York: Academic Press.

Note: For the bibliography in the author-date system, it's also common to use "et al." for
three or more authors after the first citation, depending on the publisher's preference.

Citing Electronic Sources with DOIs

Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are persistent links to electronic documents. When
available, they are the preferred way to cite online journal articles and other digital
resources in Chicago style, as they are more stable than URLs.

¢ Notes-Bibliography System (Article with DOI):
¢ 6. Johnson, Emily. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of
Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2023): 201-225.

do0i:10.1080/12345678.2023.567890.

e Bibliography (Notes-Bibliography System):



¢ Johnson, Emily. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of
Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2023): 201-225.
doi:10.1080/12345678.2023.567890.

¢ Author-Date System (Article with DOI):

e Johnson, Emily. 2023. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of
Communication Studies 45 (2): 201-225. doi:10.1080/12345678.2023.567890.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Literature
Reviews

To ensure your literature review is both academically rigorous and stylistically sound in
Chicago format, adopt these best practices. Meticulous attention to detail will elevate the
quality of your work and demonstrate your commitment to scholarly standards.

e Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for definitive
guidelines.

e Maintain absolute consistency in your chosen citation system (author-date or notes-
bibliography).

e Proofread meticulously for any errors in punctuation, capitalization, and formatting.

e When paraphrasing, ensure you accurately represent the original author's ideas and
provide proper attribution.

e Organize your review logically to create a coherent narrative that effectively
synthesizes the literature.

¢ Use clear and concise language to present complex information.

e Verify that every source cited in your text appears in your bibliography, and vice
versa.

By adhering to these principles, you can produce a literature review that is not only
informative and insightful but also impeccably presented according to Chicago style
standards. This attention to detail underscores your credibility as a researcher and
enhances the overall impact of your scholarly work.












FAQ: Chicago Style Examples for Literature Reviews

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for literature reviews?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-
bibliography system uses superscript numbers that correspond to footnotes or endnotes,
providing detailed bibliographic information. The author-date system uses parenthetical
citations in the text, typically including the author's last name and the year of publication,
with a corresponding reference list at the end.

Q: How do I cite a source that has no author in a
Chicago style literature review?

A: In both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, when a source has no author,
you begin the citation with the title of the work. In the bibliography, the entry is
alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. For in-text citations in the author-
date system, you would use a shortened version of the title.

Q: What is the purpose of including an access date for
online sources in a Chicago style bibliography?

A: Access dates are crucial for online sources because web content can change or
disappear over time. Including an access date indicates when you last viewed the source,
providing a stable point of reference for your readers and allowing them to verify the
information as it existed at that specific time.

Q: How many authors can be listed before using "et al."
in a Chicago style bibliography?

A: For the notes-bibliography system, in the bibliography, it is standard practice to list all
authors if there are two or three. For works with three or more authors, you list the first
author's name followed by "et al." in the bibliography entry. In the notes, all authors are
typically listed.

Q: Should I use italics for book titles and quotation
marks for article titles in my Chicago style literature
review citations?

A: Yes, this is a fundamental rule in Chicago style. Book titles, journal titles, and other
larger works are italicized. Titles of articles, chapters, and shorter works are enclosed in



quotation marks. This distinction helps readers quickly identify the type of source being
referenced.

Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same
author in a Chicago style literature review?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author in the bibliography, the entries are
arranged alphabetically by title. If two or more works have the same title, you can
distinguish them by adding the year of publication after the author's name, with earlier
works listed first. In the notes-bibliography system, subsequent entries for the same
author are often abbreviated by repeating the author's name and then listing the titles in
order.

Q: What is the role of a DOI in Chicago style citations
for journal articles?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string that identifies a digital
object, such as an online journal article. In Chicago style, when a DOI is available for an
electronic source, it is preferred over a URL. Including the DOI provides a stable and
persistent link that ensures readers can easily locate the source, even if the original URL
changes.
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