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Chicago Style Examples for History Papers: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style examples for history papers are essential for any student or scholar aiming for
academic rigor and clarity in historical research. Mastering this citation method ensures your work
is properly credited, your arguments are well-supported, and your readers can easily trace your
sources. This guide delves into the intricacies of Chicago style, offering practical examples for
various source types commonly encountered in history papers. We will cover both the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system, explaining their nuances and providing clear
illustrations for books, journal articles, websites, and other crucial resources. Understanding these
elements is paramount for crafting a polished and credible history paper.

Table of Contents

Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date
Essential Components of Chicago Style Citations

Chicago Style Examples for Books

Chicago Style Examples for Journal Articles

Chicago Style Examples for Websites and Online Resources
Chicago Style Examples for Other Source Types

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Heart of Notes-Bibliography

The Bibliography: A Comprehensive List

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago Style

Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs.
Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. The notes-bibliography system, favored in history and the
humanities, utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, followed by a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of the paper. This system allows for detailed commentary
and direct quotation without disrupting the flow of the main text. Conversely, the author-date
system, more common in the social sciences, employs brief in-text citations (author, year, page
number) that correspond to a reference list at the end of the paper.

Choosing the right system is often dictated by the specific requirements of your instructor or
publisher. While the core principles of citing sources remain consistent across both systems, the
formatting of the citations themselves differs significantly. This guide will primarily focus on the
notes-bibliography system, as it is the most prevalent in history disciplines, but will also touch upon
author-date elements where relevant for comprehensive understanding.



Essential Components of Chicago Style Citations

Regardless of the chosen system, Chicago style requires specific pieces of information for accurate
citation. These components help readers locate the original source and verify your research. The
most crucial elements include the author's name, the title of the work, publication information
(place, publisher, year), and specific location information like page numbers. For online sources,
details such as URLs and access dates become vital.

Understanding how to format these elements correctly is key to avoiding common errors. For
instance, the distinction between citing a whole book versus a chapter within an edited volume
requires different approaches. Similarly, journal articles necessitate information about the journal
itself, including its volume, issue number, and date of publication.

Chicago Style Examples for Books

Citing books is a cornerstone of historical research, and Chicago style provides clear guidelines for
various scenarios. The general principle is to provide enough information so that the reader can
easily identify and locate the specific edition you consulted.

Books by a Single Author

When citing a book with one author, the footnote/endnote and bibliography entry will follow a
similar structure, with slight variations in punctuation and order. For the notes-bibliography system,
the first mention in a footnote or endnote will typically include the author's first and last name, the
title in italics, and publication details. Subsequent references to the same work can be shortened.

¢ Footnote/Endnote (First Reference): 1. Frederick Jackson Turner, The Frontier in American
History (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1920), 35.

¢ Footnote/Endnote (Subsequent Reference): 2. Turner, Frontier in American History, 78.

e Bibliography Entry: Turner, Frederick Jackson. The Frontier in American History. New York:
Henry Holt and Company, 1920.

Books with Multiple Authors

For works with two or three authors, all names are listed in the bibliography. In footnotes/endnotes,
you might list the first author followed by et al. for subsequent references if the first mention
includes all names. For four or more authors, you list the first author followed by et al. in both the
footnote/endnote and bibliography.



e Footnote/Endnote (First Reference): 3. Gordon S. Wood, Bernard Bailyn, and Michael
Kammen, The United States: A History of the Republic (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1987), 150.

e Bibliography Entry: Wood, Gordon S., Bernard Bailyn, and Michael Kammen. The United
States: A History of the Republic. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1987.

Edited Volumes and Chapters

Citing a chapter from an edited volume requires specifying both the chapter author and the editor(s)
of the collection. The bibliography entry will list the chapter author first, followed by the title of the
chapter, then information about the edited volume.

¢ Footnote/Endnote (First Reference): 4. William Cronon, "The Trouble with Wilderness, or,
Getting Back to the Wrong Nature," in Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in
Nature, ed. William Cronon (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1995), 74.

e Bibliography Entry: Cronon, William. "The Trouble with Wilderness, or, Getting Back to the

Wrong Nature." In Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature, edited by
William Cronon, 69-90. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1995.

Chicago Style Examples for Journal Articles

Journal articles are crucial primary and secondary sources in history. Proper citation includes the
author, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page range.

Journal Articles with a Print ISSN

For articles found in print journals, the citation should include all key publication details. The journal
title is italicized, and the article title is in quotation marks.

¢ Footnote/Endnote (First Reference): 5. Eric Foner, "The Meaning of Freedom in the Age of
Emancipation," Journal of American History 92, no. 4 (March 2006): 1192.

¢ Footnote/Endnote (Subsequent Reference): 6. Foner, "Meaning of Freedom," 1195.

e Bibliography Entry: Foner, Eric. "The Meaning of Freedom in the Age of Emancipation.”
Journal of American History 92, no. 4 (March 2006): 1190-1219.



Journal Articles with a DOI

When an article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it should be included in the citation. DOIs
provide a stable and permanent link to online articles, making them the preferred citation element
for digital resources.

¢ Footnote/Endnote (First Reference): 7. Penelope J. Corfield, "The Struggle for Control:
Power and the State in Seventeenth-Century England," Past & Present, no. 188 (August 2005):
115, doi:10.1093/pastj/gti029.

¢ Bibliography Entry: Corfield, Penelope J. "The Struggle for Control: Power and the State in
Seventeenth-Century England." Past & Present, no. 188 (August 2005): 113-54.
doi:10.1093/pastj/gti029.

Chicago Style Examples for Websites and Online
Resources

The internet has become an indispensable tool for historical research, and Chicago style offers
guidelines for citing websites, blog posts, and other online content. Accuracy and completeness are
paramount due to the ephemeral nature of some online information.

Websites

When citing a general website or a specific page on a website, include the author (if known), title of
the page or website, name of the overall website (if distinct from the page title), publication or last
updated date, and the accessed date. A URL is essential.

¢ Footnote/Endnote: 8. "The Emancipation Proclamation," National Archives, accessed May 15,
2023, https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-proclamation.

e Bibliography Entry: "The Emancipation Proclamation." National Archives. Accessed May 15,
2023. https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured-documents/emancipation-proclamation.



Online Newspaper Articles

Newspaper articles accessed online should include similar information to print articles, plus the URL
and access date. If the article has a DOI, that should be used.

¢ Footnote/Endnote: 9. David Barboza, "China’s New Industrial Revolution," New York Times,
November 7, 2004, sec. Business,
https://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/07/business/yourmoney/chinas-new-industrial-revolution.ht
ml.

e Bibliography Entry: Barboza, David. "China’s New Industrial Revolution." New York Times,
November 7, 2004.

https://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/07/business/yourmoney/chinas-new-industrial-revolution.ht
ml.

Chicago Style Examples for Other Source Types

History papers may draw upon a wide array of sources beyond books and journals. Chicago style
provides formats for many other materials, ensuring consistent and thorough citation.

Primary Source Documents (Archival)

Archival materials require detailed descriptions to enable others to locate them. This includes the
collection name, item title, box and folder numbers, and the repository name and location.

e Footnote/Endnote: 10. Letter from Harriet Tubman to William Lloyd Garrison, March 12,
1859, Harriet Tubman Papers, Sophia Smith Collection, Smith College, Northampton, MA, Box
3, Folder 5.

e Bibliography Entry: Tubman, Harriet. Letter to William Lloyd Garrison, March 12, 1859.
Harriet Tubman Papers, Sophia Smith Collection, Smith College, Northampton, MA.

Dissertations and Theses

When citing dissertations or theses, you'll need to include the author, title, university, and year of
completion. If accessed online through a database like ProQuest, include that information.



e Footnote/Endnote: 11. Sarah E. Van Der Ziel, "The Impact of the Railroad on Agricultural
Development in the American Midwest, 1860-1900" (PhD diss., University of Chicago, 1998),
88.

e Bibliography Entry: Van Der Ziel, Sarah E. "The Impact of the Railroad on Agricultural
Development in the American Midwest, 1860-1900." PhD diss., University of Chicago, 1998.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Heart of Notes-
Bibliography

In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes or endnotes are used to cite sources directly within the
text. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are
collected at the end of the paper. Both serve the same purpose: to provide immediate attribution and
allow for supplementary information without interrupting the narrative flow.

The format of a footnote or endnote is similar to a bibliography entry but typically includes a
superscript number in the text that corresponds to the note. The first citation of a source is usually
full, while subsequent citations can be abbreviated. The careful use of these notes is critical for
demonstrating academic integrity and guiding readers to your sources effectively.

The Bibliography: A Comprehensive List

The bibliography, appearing at the end of your paper, provides a complete alphabetical listing of all
the sources you cited in your footnotes or endnotes. It serves as a roadmap for your readers,
allowing them to explore your research more deeply. Unlike footnotes, bibliography entries are
generally not numbered. The order of information and punctuation are specific to Chicago style and
must be followed precisely.

Ensuring your bibliography is accurately formatted is as crucial as the footnotes. Meticulous
attention to detail, from author names to publication dates and page ranges, will enhance the
professionalism and credibility of your history paper. This comprehensive list is a testament to the
breadth and depth of your research.

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

While this guide emphasizes the notes-bibliography system, it's important to acknowledge the
author-date system for completeness. In this system, a brief citation is placed directly in the text,
typically in parentheses, containing the author's last name, the year of publication, and a page
number if a specific passage is being referenced.



For example, a reference might appear as (Turner 1920, 35). The corresponding entry in the
reference list at the end of the paper would be formatted similarly to a bibliography entry but often
omits article titles and focuses on author, date, and title of the work. This system prioritizes
conciseness within the text, assuming the reader can find the full details in the reference list.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago Style

Navigating Chicago style can present challenges. Common errors include incorrect punctuation,
misplacing commas, italicizing the wrong elements, or omitting essential publication details. For
instance, confusing the order of author names in a bibliography entry or misformatting a DOI can
lead to inconsistencies.

Best practices involve consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style, using citation
management software (though always verifying its output), and carefully proofreading all citations
before submission. Consistent application of the rules throughout your paper is key to academic
success. Paying close attention to the specific requirements of your assignment or publication is also
vital.

By diligently applying these Chicago style examples for history papers, you can ensure your work is
meticulously cited, highly readable, and professionally presented. This foundational knowledge will
serve you well throughout your academic and research endeavors, enabling you to communicate
your historical findings with clarity and authority.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes, offering more space for commentary, while the author-date
system uses brief in-text parenthetical citations keyed to a reference list. History papers
predominantly use the notes-bibliography system.

Q: How do I cite a book chapter in Chicago style using the
notes-bibliography system?

A: For a book chapter, the footnote or endnote includes the chapter author's name, the chapter title
in quotation marks, followed by "in," the book title in italics, the editor(s) (if any), publication details,
and the specific page number. The bibliography entry follows a similar structure but with slight
formatting differences.



Q: What is a DOI and why is it important in Chicago style
citations for online articles?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to a digital object, such
as a journal article. It serves as a permanent link, ensuring that readers can consistently access the
source even if the URL changes. Including a DOI is crucial for online articles in Chicago style.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors for a book in my Chicago
style bibliography?

A: For a book with two or three authors, list all authors in the bibliography. For a book with four or
more authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." in both footnotes/endnotes and the
bibliography.

Q: When should I use the "accessed date" for a website
citation in Chicago style?

A: The "accessed date" is crucial for websites because online content can change or disappear. It
tells the reader when you last viewed the page, providing context for the information presented.
Always include the accessed date for website citations.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in Chicago style?

A: The bibliography serves as a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all sources cited in the paper's
footnotes or endnotes. Its purpose is to allow readers to easily locate and consult the original
sources used by the author, thereby verifying information and enabling further research.

Q: How do I abbreviate footnotes/endnotes for subsequent
citations of the same source?

A: For subsequent references to the same source, you can use a shortened version. This typically
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary for clarity), and the
page number. For example: Turner, Frontier in American History, 78.
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