chicago style examples for
dissertations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide that many academic institutions and journals adopt. For scholars
undertaking dissertations, a thorough understanding of Chicago style is
paramount, especially when it comes to presenting research accurately and
professionally. This article will delve into detailed Chicago style examples
for dissertations, covering crucial aspects such as citation formats,
manuscript preparation, and common formatting challenges. We will explore the
nuances of both author-date and notes-bibliography systems, providing clear
illustrations for various source types, from books and journal articles to
digital media. Mastering these Chicago style examples for dissertations will
equip you with the confidence to produce a polished and compliant academic
work.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Dissertations

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are widely accepted, but
institutions typically mandate one over the other for dissertations. The
choice between them often depends on the discipline. For instance, humanities
disciplines tend to favor the notes-bibliography system, which uses footnotes
or endnotes for citations and a bibliography at the end. Conversely, social
sciences and natural sciences often prefer the author-date system, which uses
parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list. Regardless of the
chosen system, adhering strictly to CMOS guidelines ensures academic
integrity and clarity in your research presentation.

The primary goal of any citation style, including Chicago, is to provide
readers with a clear and consistent way to locate the sources you have
consulted. This not only avoids plagiarism but also allows for the
verification of your research. For dissertations, which represent a
significant scholarly contribution, meticulous attention to detail in
formatting and citation is non-negotiable. Understanding the fundamental



principles behind Chicago style examples for dissertations will lay a solid
foundation for your academic writing.

Key Components of Chicago Style in
Dissertations

When preparing a dissertation in Chicago style, several core components
require careful attention. These include the title page, abstract, table of
contents, table of figures/tables, the body of the text, and the bibliography
or reference list. Each of these sections has specific formatting
requirements outlined in the CMOS. Beyond these structural elements, the
actual in-text citations and the comprehensive list of sources at the end are
the most critical areas for detailed application of Chicago style examples
for dissertations.

The Chicago Manual of Style also provides guidance on matters such as
pagination, capitalization, punctuation, and the formatting of headings and
subheadings. Consistency is key; once a particular formatting choice is made,
it should be applied uniformly throughout the entire document. Familiarizing
yourself with the latest edition of the CMOS is crucial, as style guides are
periodically updated to reflect evolving scholarly practices and digital
publishing norms.

Notes-Bibliography System: Chicago Style
Examples

The notes-bibliography system, often preferred in the humanities, uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. A full bibliographic entry
for each cited source appears at the end of the dissertation in a
bibliography. This system allows for more detailed commentary or digressions
within the notes, which can be particularly useful for complex scholarly
arguments. Mastering Chicago style examples for dissertations using this
method involves understanding how to format both the notes and the
bibliography entries correctly.

Footnotes/Endnotes Formatting

When a source is cited for the first time, the note typically includes the
author's full name, the title of the work in italics, publication details,
and the specific page number(s). Subsequent citations of the same source can
be shortened, usually including the author's last name, a shortened title,
and the page number. If a source is cited immediately after its first



mention, the term "Ibid." (Latin for "in the same place") is used, followed
by a page number if different.

First Citation Example (Footnote/Endnote):

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans.
Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1977), 31.

Subsequent Citation Example (Footnote/Endnote):

2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 104.

Immediate Subsequent Citation Example (Footnote/Endnote):

3. Ibid., 112.

Bibliography Formatting

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources consulted and cited
within the dissertation. Unlike the notes, the author's last name appears
first in the bibliography entry, followed by their first name. Titles of
books and journals are italicized, and publication details follow a specific
order. Understanding these Chicago style examples for dissertations in the
bibliography is essential for providing a complete and organized list of your
research materials.

Book Example (Bibliography):

Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated
by Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1977.

Journal Article Example (Bibliography):

Smith, John. "The Evolution of Urban Planning." Journal of Urban History 45,
no. 3 (2019): 210-235.

Author-Date System: Chicago Style Examples

The author-date system, common in scientific and social science disciplines,



uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and
the year of publication. A comprehensive reference list, alphabetized by
author's last name, appears at the end of the dissertation, providing full
bibliographic details for all cited works. This method offers a more concise
in-text citation format, allowing readers to quickly identify the source and
year of publication.

In-Text Citation Formatting

In the author-date system, citations within the text are brief and placed at
the end of the sentence or clause they refer to, enclosed in parentheses. The
most common format includes the author's last name and the year of
publication. If a specific page or range of pages is referenced, it is
included after the year, preceded by a colon.

In-Text Citation Example (Author-Date):

The historical context of this development is well-documented (Jones 2018,
45-47).

Further research supports this conclusion (Garcia 2020).

Reference List Formatting

The reference list contains full bibliographic entries for every source cited
in the text. Entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name.
The format for each entry is similar to the notes-bibliography system's
bibliography but may have slight variations, particularly in the placement of
the publication year. Practicing these Chicago style examples for
dissertations in your reference list will ensure accuracy.

Book Example (Reference List):

Jones, Sarah. 2018. The History of the Internet. London: TechPress
Publishing.

Journal Article Example (Reference List):

Garcia, Maria. 2020. "Climate Change Impacts on Coastal Ecosystems."
Environmental Science Journal 32, no. 1: 55-78.



Formatting Your Dissertation in Chicago Style

Beyond citations, the overall structure and formatting of a dissertation in
Chicago style are crucial. This includes aspects like margins, font choices,
line spacing, and the placement of page numbers. While the specific
requirements may vary slightly by institution, the CMOS provides a general
framework that most dissertations follow. Ensuring your manuscript adheres to
these formatting guidelines is as important as correctly citing your sources.

Margins should typically be set at 1 inch on all sides. The main text should
be double-spaced, with specific rules for block quotations and
footnotes/endnotes. Title pages often have unique formatting requirements,
including the title of the dissertation, your name, the degree sought, the
department, the university, and the date of submission. Consulting your
university's specific dissertation guidelines alongside the Chicago Manual of
Style is always recommended.

Front Matter and Back Matter

The front matter of a dissertation includes elements preceding the main body
of the text, such as the title page, abstract, table of contents, and lists
of figures or tables. The back matter typically includes the bibliography or
reference list, appendices, and an index if applicable. Each of these
sections demands precise formatting according to Chicago style examples for
dissertations.

e Title Page: Center aligned, with specific information placed at
designated points.

e Abstract: A concise summary of your research, typically 150-350 words.

e Table of Contents: Lists all chapter titles and major sections with
corresponding page numbers.

e Bibliography/Reference List: Alphabetical listing of all cited sources.

e Appendices: Supplementary materials not essential to the main text but
relevant to the research.

Citing Specific Source Types with Chicago Style

The diversity of sources encountered in dissertation research means that



applying Chicago style examples for dissertations to various media is
essential. Beyond standard books and journal articles, dissertations often
cite websites, interviews, dissertations by others, and even unpublished
works. Each of these requires a specific citation format.

Websites and Online Resources

Citing online sources requires careful attention to the availability of
stable URLs and the inclusion of access dates. For the notes-bibliography
system, the entry includes the author (if available), title of the specific
page or article, name of the website, publication date (if present), and the
URL, followed by the accessed date. In the author-date system, the format is
similar but follows the parenthetical in-text citation and reference list
structure.

Website Example (Notes-Bibliography):

1. "The Future of Renewable Energy," National Renewable Energy Laboratory,
accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.nrel.gov/research/future-energy.html.

Website Example (Author-Date):

National Renewable Energy Laboratory. n.d. "The Future of Renewable Energy."
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.nrel.gov/research/future-energy.html.

Interviews

Interviews are typically cited in notes or as personal communications. For
the notes-bibliography system, the note will include the interviewee's name,
description of the interview (e.g., "personal interview"), and the date. For
the author-date system, interviews are generally not included in the
reference list unless they have been formally published or archived, and are
often treated as personal communications mentioned in the text or notes.

Interview Example (Notes-Bibliography):

5. Jane Doe (personal interview with author, March 15, 2023).

Dissertations by Others



When citing another dissertation, the format includes the author's name,
title of the dissertation (in italics), the degree sought (e.g., PhD
dissertation), the institution, and the year. For online dissertations, the
database or repository and accession number should also be included.

Dissertation Example (Notes-Bibliography):

6. Emily Carter, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse" (PhD
dissertation, University of California, Berkeley, 2021), 78.

Dissertation Example (Author-Date):

Carter, Emily. 2021. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." PhD
dissertation, University of California, Berkeley.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

One of the most common challenges when working with Chicago style examples
for dissertations is maintaining consistency. This applies to everything from
punctuation in citations to the formatting of headings. Another frequent
error is misinterpreting the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list, or failing to include all necessary publication details.

Incorrectly abbreviating titles, using inconsistent capitalization for
headings, or failing to italicize titles are also common oversights. It is
also crucial to remember that CMOS has specific rules for using serial
commas, which can sometimes cause confusion. Proofreading meticulously and
consulting the CMOS frequently are the best strategies to avoid these
pitfalls.

Ensuring Accuracy in Every Detail

To ensure accuracy, it is highly recommended to create a master document or
template that includes your preferred citation style (notes-bibliography or
author-date) and adheres to all formatting rules. Regularly cross-reference
your citations against the CMOS and your institution's guidelines. Do not
rely solely on citation generator tools, as they can sometimes produce
errors.

e Double-check all names, dates, and page numbers.

e Verify that every source cited in the text appears in the



bibliography/reference list, and vice versa.
e Ensure consistency in capitalization, punctuation, and italicization.
e Pay close attention to the order of elements in each citation type.

e Proofread for grammatical errors and typos as carefully as for citation
accuracy.

Consistency in Formatting

Consistency in formatting your dissertation is paramount for its
professionalism. This includes not only the citation style but also the
visual presentation of the document. Elements like font usage, spacing, and
the formatting of lists and block quotes should be uniform throughout. When
in doubt, always refer back to the Chicago Manual of Style or your
department's specific formatting requirements.

The diligent application of Chicago style examples for dissertations will
ultimately contribute to the credibility and impact of your scholarly work.
By understanding and meticulously following these guidelines, you demonstrate
a commitment to scholarly rigor and clear communication, which are the
hallmarks of a well-executed dissertation.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in
Chicago style for dissertations?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and
presented at the end of the document. The notes-bibliography system uses
numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at
the end, often favored in humanities. The author-date system uses
parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year) and a reference list at the
end, common in sciences and social sciences.

Q: Are there specific formatting rules for the title
page of a dissertation in Chicago style?

A: Yes, Chicago style has specific formatting guidelines for title pages,
which typically include the dissertation title, your name, the degree,
department, university, and date of submission. However, universities often
have their own precise requirements for this page, so always consult your



department's guidelines in conjunction with CMOS.

Q: How should I cite a website in my dissertation
using Chicago style?

A: For the notes-bibliography system, a footnote or endnote for a website
typically includes the author (if known), title of the page/article, name of
the website, publication date (if available), and the URL, followed by the
access date. For the author-date system, the reference list entry will follow
a similar pattern, including the author, title, website name, and URL with
access date.

Q: What is the correct way to format a book citation
in Chicago style for a dissertation bibliography?

A: In the bibliography, a book citation includes the author's last name,
first name, the full title of the book in italics, publication city,
publisher, and year of publication. For example: Foucault, Michel. Discipline
and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. New York: Vintage Books, 1977.

Q: How do I cite a journal article in Chicago style
for my dissertation?

A: For the notes-bibliography system, a footnote or endnote would include the
author's full name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title
in italics, volume and issue numbers, year of publication, and the specific
page(s). The bibliography entry is similar but begins with the author's last
name first and typically includes a page range for the entire article. For
the author-date system, the in-text citation is (Author Year, page), and the
reference list entry will follow a similar structure to the bibliography but
with the year placed after the author's name.

Q: What are the most common mistakes students make
when using Chicago style for dissertations?

A: Common mistakes include inconsistency in formatting and citation style,
errors in punctuation (especially the serial comma), misplacing italics or
quotation marks, failing to include all necessary publication details, and
mixing up the requirements for footnotes/endnotes versus bibliography
entries. Incorrectly abbreviating titles or using inconsistent capitalization
for headings also occurs.



Q: Should I use "Ibid." in my dissertation notes,
and if so, how?

A: Yes, "Ibid." is used in the notes-bibliography system to refer to the
immediately preceding note. If the page number is the same, you just use
"Ibid." If the page number is different, you use "Ibid., [new page number]."
For example, if note 3 cites Foucault, and note 4 cites the same work on page
112, note 4 would be "Ibid., 112."

Q: How do I cite an interview conducted personally
for my dissertation in Chicago style?

A: Interviews are typically cited in the notes-bibliography system as
personal communications. A footnote or endnote would include the
interviewee's name, a description of the interview (e.g., "personal
interview"), and the date it was conducted. For the author-date system,
personal interviews are generally not included in the reference list unless
formally archived or published; they are often mentioned briefly in the text
or in a note.
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