
chicago style examples for citing podcasts
chicago style examples for citing podcasts are essential for academic and journalistic integrity,
providing a standardized method to credit sources and allow readers to locate information.
Navigating the nuances of citing multimedia, particularly podcasts, can be challenging, but
understanding the core components of a Chicago-style citation makes the process manageable. This
article delves into the intricacies of citing podcasts in Chicago style, covering both the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system, with detailed examples. We will explore how to
cite different types of podcast appearances, from solo episodes to interview segments, and discuss
variations for online and archived sources. Mastering these Chicago style examples for citing
podcasts ensures your work is both credible and properly sourced.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Podcasts

Chicago style, developed by The University of Chicago Press, offers two primary citation systems:
the Notes-Bibliography system (often used in humanities) and the Author-Date system (common in
social sciences and sciences). Both systems aim for clarity and consistency when referencing
sources, including the increasingly prevalent medium of podcasts. When citing podcasts, the goal is
to provide enough information so that a reader can find the specific episode or segment you are
referencing. This involves identifying the creator, the title, the podcast series, the publication date,
and the access point.

The key difference between the two systems lies in their presentation. The Notes-Bibliography
system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, with a corresponding bibliography at the end
of the work. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations in the text that include the author's
last name and the publication year, with a reference list at the end. Both systems require meticulous
attention to detail to ensure accurate and complete citations for your podcast sources.

The Notes-Bibliography System for Podcasts

The Notes-Bibliography system is characterized by its use of superscript numbers within the text
that correspond to detailed notes at the bottom of the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document



(endnotes). For podcasts, these notes provide the full citation information. The bibliography then
lists all sources cited, usually alphabetized by the author's last name. This system allows for more
descriptive information in the notes, which can be beneficial when dealing with complex media like
podcasts.

When constructing a note for a podcast, the essential elements generally include the name of the
episode or segment, the name of the podcast series, the host(s) or producer(s), the date of release,
and the URL or other access information. The specific order and punctuation might vary slightly
depending on whether you are citing a whole episode or a specific part of it, and whether you are
creating a footnote or an endnote.

Citing a Whole Podcast Episode (Notes-Bibliography)

When you refer to an entire podcast episode in your Chicago-style writing using the Notes-
Bibliography system, you need to provide a comprehensive citation that guides your reader to that
specific episode. This typically involves identifying the creator, the episode title, the podcast series
title, and the access details. The primary goal is to be as precise as possible so that your audience
can easily locate the exact content you are referencing.

Here’s a breakdown of the common elements for citing a whole podcast episode:

Episode Title (in quotation marks)

Podcast Series Title (italicized)

Host(s) or Producer(s) (if known and relevant)

Date of Release (Month Day, Year)

URL or other access point (e.g., podcast platform)

For example, a footnote or endnote citation would look like this:

"The History of the Ancient World," Stuff You Missed in History Class, hosted by Tracy V. Wilson and
Holly Frey, October 26, 2021, podcast, Apple Podcasts,
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-history-of-the-ancient-world/id281168991?i=10005395320
97.

In the bibliography, this would be slightly condensed:

Wilson, Tracy V., and Holly Frey, hosts. "The History of the Ancient World." Stuff You Missed in
History Class, October 26, 2021. Apple Podcasts.



Citing a Specific Segment of a Podcast (Notes-Bibliography)

Sometimes, you may only need to reference a particular segment or interview within a larger
podcast episode. In such cases, your Chicago-style citation needs to be even more specific to
pinpoint the exact part of the episode. This might involve including a timestamp or a description of
the segment if a timestamp is not feasible or easily accessible.

The structure for citing a specific segment is similar to citing a whole episode, but you add
information to identify the precise portion you are referencing. This could be the segment title if it
has one, or a brief description along with the start and end times of the relevant audio.

An example of a footnote or endnote for a specific segment:

Segment on AI ethics, "The Tech Review," October 28, 2023, 15:30–22:45, podcast, Spotify,
https://open.spotify.com/episode/examplepodcast.

The corresponding bibliography entry would be:

"The Tech Review." October 28, 2023. Segment on AI ethics, 15:30–22:45. Spotify.

The Author-Date System for Podcasts

The Author-Date system, prevalent in scientific and social science disciplines, relies on in-text
parenthetical citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication. The full
citation details are then provided in a reference list at the end of the document, typically
alphabetized by the author's last name. This system prioritizes a concise in-text reference, making it
less disruptive to the flow of the text.

When citing podcasts in the Author-Date system, the core information remains the same: creator,
episode/segment title, podcast series title, date, and access point. The presentation in both the in-
text citation and the reference list is what distinguishes this system from the Notes-Bibliography
approach. Accuracy in these details is paramount for clear attribution.

Citing a Whole Podcast Episode (Author-Date)

For the Author-Date system, your in-text citation will be brief, typically including the name of the
host or main producer (if no individual author is clearly designated) and the year of publication. The
full details appear in the reference list at the end of your paper. This format is designed for
efficiency and ease of integration into academic prose.

The in-text citation might look something like this: (Wilson and Frey 2021).

The corresponding entry in your reference list would provide the complete citation:

Wilson, Tracy V., and Holly Frey. 2021. "The History of the Ancient World." Stuff You Missed in
History Class. October 26. Apple Podcasts.



https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-history-of-the-ancient-world/id281168991?i=10005395320
97.

When no individual author is clearly identified for a podcast, you might use the podcast series title
as the author.

Citing a Specific Segment of a Podcast (Author-Date)

Citing a specific segment within a podcast using the Author-Date system requires the same precision
as the Notes-Bibliography system, but within the framework of this citation style. The in-text citation
will still be concise, while the reference list entry will elaborate. If a segment features a distinct
guest or expert, they may be listed as the author in the citation.

The in-text citation for a segment could be: (Tech Review 2023).

The reference list entry would then detail the segment:

"The Tech Review." 2023. Segment on AI ethics, October 28. 15:30–22:45. Spotify.
https://open.spotify.com/episode/examplepodcast.

When the segment is part of a larger, unnamed episode, you might cite the episode title if available,
or the podcast series title.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Podcast Citation

Citing podcasts presents unique challenges due to the evolving nature of digital media and the
varied ways content is produced and distributed. One common issue is identifying a clear author or
creator. Many podcasts have multiple hosts, producers, or even guests who contribute significantly
to an episode. Chicago style generally advises using the most prominent individual or group
responsible for the content as the author.

Another challenge is pinpointing the exact release date. Podcasts can be updated or re-released, and
sometimes only a general timeframe is available. Always strive for the most specific date of the
original publication. When providing access information, the URL is ideal, but if the podcast is
primarily accessed through a specific platform (like Spotify or Apple Podcasts), citing the platform
can also be acceptable.

Variations for Different Podcast Platforms

The platform through which a podcast is accessed can influence the citation, particularly in how you
present the access information. While a direct URL is often the most precise way to cite, if the
podcast is not easily linked directly, mentioning the platform is crucial. This helps readers find the
content on their preferred listening application.

For instance, if a podcast is exclusive to a particular platform, or if the URL is highly specific to that



platform's interface, stating the platform clearly is more informative than a generic link that might
break.

Here are a few examples of platform-specific considerations:

Spotify: Can be cited by mentioning "Spotify" as the platform.

Apple Podcasts: Similar to Spotify, specify "Apple Podcasts."

YouTube: If a podcast is published as a video on YouTube, cite it as a video, including the
channel name and URL.

Podcast Website: If the podcast has its own dedicated website, this is often the best place to
link.

Citing Podcasts in General and Academic Writing

The inclusion of podcasts as sources in academic and general writing is becoming increasingly
common. When incorporating podcast material, it's important to treat it with the same rigor as you
would a book, journal article, or website. This means critically evaluating the podcast's credibility,
just as you would any other source, and citing it accurately to give credit and enable verification.

When introducing a podcast citation, you might briefly describe its relevance to your argument. For
example, you could state, "As discussed in the episode on misinformation by [Podcast Name], the
spread of false narratives..." This sets the context for your in-text citation. Ensure your chosen
citation style (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date) is used consistently throughout your work.

Essential Elements for Chicago Style Podcast Citations

To ensure your Chicago-style citations for podcasts are accurate and comprehensive, remember
these key components:

Episode Title: The specific title of the podcast episode, enclosed in quotation marks.

Podcast Series Title: The overarching name of the podcast, italicized.

Creator/Host(s): The name(s) of the individual(s) who created or hosted the episode.

Producer(s): If applicable and known, the producer's name.

Publication Date: The specific date the episode was released.

Medium: Indicate that it is a "podcast."



Publisher/Platform: The company or platform where the podcast is hosted or accessed (e.g.,
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, the podcast's website).

URL or Access Information: A direct link to the episode or clear instructions on how to find
it.

Timestamp (for segments): The specific start and end times for a quoted or referenced
segment.

By diligently including these elements, you can create reliable Chicago-style citations for podcasts
that meet scholarly standards.

FAQ

Q: What is the most important information to include when
citing a podcast in Chicago style?
A: The most critical information includes the episode title, the podcast series title, the creator or
host(s), the publication date, and a clear indication of how to access the episode, typically via a URL.

Q: How do I cite a podcast if I don't know the individual host's
name?
A: If no individual host is clearly identified, you can use the podcast series title as the author for both
the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems.

Q: Should I include timestamps when citing a podcast segment
in Chicago style?
A: Yes, if you are referencing a specific portion of a podcast, including timestamps (start and end
times) is highly recommended in Chicago style to pinpoint the exact moment of reference.

Q: What is the difference between citing a whole podcast
episode and a specific segment in Chicago style?
A: Citing a whole episode requires general access information for that episode. Citing a segment
requires more specificity, often including timestamps or a brief description of the segment's content.

Q: How do I cite a podcast episode that was published on a



platform like Spotify or Apple Podcasts?
A: You should include the platform name (e.g., "Spotify," "Apple Podcasts") as part of the access
information in your citation, along with the URL if available and appropriate.

Q: What do I do if a podcast episode doesn't have a specific
title?
A: If an episode lacks a formal title, you can create a descriptive title for your citation, enclosed in
quotation marks, and mention this in a note or within the citation itself if necessary.

Q: Is it necessary to include the medium "podcast" in my
Chicago style citation?
A: Yes, Chicago style generally recommends indicating the medium of the source. For podcasts, this
clarifies that you are referencing an audio program.

Q: How does the Author-Date system differ from the Notes-
Bibliography system for podcast citations?
A: The main difference lies in the presentation: the Author-Date system uses brief in-text
parenthetical citations with a full reference list, while the Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes
or endnotes with a bibliography. The core information required for the citation remains largely the
same.
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