chicago style examples for citing master's
theses

chicago style examples for citing master's theses can sometimes present a unique challenge for
students and researchers navigating the intricacies of academic writing. Properly attributing the
work of others, especially within the context of original scholarly research like a master's thesis, is
paramount. This article provides a comprehensive guide to correctly formatting citations for
master's theses in Chicago style, covering both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems. We
will delve into the specific elements required for citing theses, explore variations based on whether
the thesis is published or unpublished, and offer clear examples to ensure accuracy. Understanding
these nuances is crucial for maintaining academic integrity and enabling readers to locate the
sources you consulted. We will also address common pitfalls and provide practical advice for
seamless integration of these citations into your scholarly work.
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Understanding Chicago Style for Master's Theses

Chicago style, a widely adopted citation method, offers two distinct systems for academic writing:
the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are employed in various disciplines,
and the choice often depends on the specific requirements of a university department or journal.



When citing a master's thesis, the fundamental principles of Chicago style remain consistent,
focusing on providing clear attribution and sufficient information for retrieval. The complexity arises
from the nature of theses as often unpublished or semi-published documents, requiring careful
attention to detail regarding their availability and format.

The primary goal of any citation system, including Chicago, is to allow readers to trace your
research and verify your sources. This is particularly important for master's theses, which represent
significant original research. By adhering to Chicago style's detailed guidelines for citing theses, you
demonstrate scholarly rigor and respect for intellectual property. This guide will break down the
specific requirements for both Chicago systems, offering practical examples tailored to master's
theses.

The Notes-Bibliography System: Citing Master's Theses

The notes-bibliography system, often favored in the humanities, uses footnotes or endnotes to
provide citation information within the text. A corresponding bibliography at the end of the work
lists all sources cited. When citing a master's thesis in this system, you need to provide a
comprehensive set of details to accurately identify the work.

The essential components for a footnote or endnote include the author's full name, the title of the
thesis (italicized), the degree awarded, the university granting the degree, and the year of conferral.
If the thesis is available online through a repository or database, including that information is also
crucial. For unpublished works, the location of the thesis (e.g., university library archives) should be
noted if relevant and ascertainable.

Footnote/Endnote Examples for Master's Theses

Here are examples demonstrating how to cite master's theses in the notes-bibliography system,
considering different access scenarios:

e For an unpublished thesis held by the university library:

1. Jane Doe, "The Impact of Urban Green Spaces on Community Well-being" (Master's thesis,
University of Chicago, 2022), University of Chicago Library.

e For a thesis available through a university's digital repository:

2. John Smith, "Digital Archiving Practices in Small Museums" (Master's thesis, Northwestern
University, 2021), ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global.

e For a thesis published and available online via a platform like ProQuest:

3. Emily Johnson, "Linguistic Analysis of Nineteenth-Century American Newspapers" (Master's
thesis, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 2020),
https://search.proquest.com/dissertations-theses/linguistic-analysis-of-nineteenth-century/docvi
eWw/XXXXXXX.



Bibliography Examples for Master's Theses

The bibliography entries for master's theses mirror the information in the notes but follow a slightly
different order and punctuation. The author's last name appears first. The title is typically italicized,
and the degree and university information follow.

e For an unpublished thesis held by the university library:

Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Urban Green Spaces on Community Well-being." Master's thesis,
University of Chicago, 2022. University of Chicago Library.

e For a thesis available through a university's digital repository:

Smith, John. "Digital Archiving Practices in Small Museums." Master's thesis, Northwestern
University, 2021. ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global.

¢ For a thesis published and available online via a platform like ProQuest:

Johnson, Emily. "Linguistic Analysis of Nineteenth-Century American Newspapers." Master's
thesis, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 2020.
https://search.proquest.com/dissertations-theses/linguistic-analysis-of-nineteenth-century/docvi
ew/XXXXXXX.

The Author-Date System: Citing Master's Theses

The author-date system, prevalent in sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text
citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication. A reference list at the end
of the document provides full publication details for all cited sources. When citing master's theses,
the same core information is required as in the notes-bibliography system, but the presentation
differs.

The in-text citation will be brief, pointing the reader to the full entry in the reference list. The
reference list entry, similar to the bibliography in the notes system, will contain the author's name,
the thesis title, the degree, the university, and the year. Access information, if applicable, is also
included.

In-Text Citation Examples for Master's Theses

In-text citations are concise. They direct the reader to the full reference list entry. For master's
theses, the primary identifiers are the author and the year.

e Example: (Doe 2022)
e Example: (Smith 2021)

¢ Example: (Johnson 2020)

When the author's name is part of the sentence, only the year is needed in parentheses:



e Example: Doe's research in 2022 explored the impact of urban green spaces.

Reference List Examples for Master's Theses

The reference list entries in the author-date system provide the full details for each source. The
structure is designed for easy scanning and retrieval.

¢ For an unpublished thesis held by the university library:

Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Impact of Urban Green Spaces on Community Well-being." Master's
thesis, University of Chicago. University of Chicago Library.

e For a thesis available through a university's digital repository:

Smith, John. 2021. "Digital Archiving Practices in Small Museums." Master's thesis,
Northwestern University. ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global.

¢ For a thesis published and available online via a platform like ProQuest:

Johnson, Emily. 2020. "Linguistic Analysis of Nineteenth-Century American Newspapers."
Master's thesis, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
https://search.proquest.com/dissertations-theses/linguistic-analysis-of-nineteenth-century/docvi
ew/XXXXXXX.

Key Elements of a Master's Thesis Citation

Regardless of the Chicago style system used, certain core elements are essential for citing a
master's thesis accurately. These elements ensure that your reader can identify the source and, if
necessary, locate it for further study. Precision in providing these details is paramount to upholding
academic integrity.

The fundamental components that must be included are:

e Author's Full Name: This is the primary identifier of the work.

 Title of the Thesis: This should be presented accurately, usually italicized.

» Type of Work: Clearly state "Master's thesis" or "MA thesis" or "MS thesis" as appropriate.
e University: The name of the institution that awarded the degree.

¢ Year of Conferral: The year the degree was officially granted.

¢ Access Information (if applicable): Details about where the thesis can be found, such as a

library, a digital repository, or a specific online database. This is crucial for publicly accessible
theses.



Published vs. Unpublished Master's Theses: Citation
Differences

A significant distinction in citing master's theses lies in whether they are considered published or
unpublished. While master's theses are generally not published in the traditional sense (like books or
journal articles), some may be made publicly available through university repositories or commercial
databases that distribute dissertations and theses. This accessibility impacts how they are cited.

For unpublished theses that are only accessible through the awarding institution's library or
departmental archives, the citation will emphasize this limited availability. Conversely, if a thesis is
accessible through a widely used database like ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global, this
information should be included as it signifies a degree of wider distribution. The key is to provide the
most specific location information possible so that a reader can find the source.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Citing Master's
Theses

Students often encounter specific challenges when incorporating master's theses into their
bibliographies or reference lists. Awareness of these common errors can prevent misinterpretations
and ensure that your citations are accurate and professional.

Several frequent mistakes include:

¢ Incorrectly formatting the title: Failing to italicize the thesis title or using quotation marks
incorrectly.

e Omitting essential information: Forgetting to include the university name or the year of
conferral.

e Vague access information: Simply stating "online" without providing a specific URL or
database name when the thesis is publicly available.

¢ Confusing master's theses with other academic works: Applying formatting rules for
journal articles or book chapters to theses.

e Inconsistent citation style: Mixing elements from different Chicago style systems or other
citation styles.

Double-checking each element against the specific guidelines of Chicago style and your institution's
requirements is crucial for avoiding these pitfalls and ensuring the integrity of your academic work.

Locating and Accessing Master's Theses for Citation

Effectively citing a master's thesis often begins with knowing how and where to locate it.
Understanding the typical pathways for accessing these scholarly documents will streamline the
citation process and ensure you have the correct details.



Master's theses are typically found in the following places:

e University Libraries: Most universities maintain physical and/or digital collections of theses
submitted by their students. These are often housed in the main library or specialized
departmental libraries.

e University Digital Repositories: Many institutions have created online repositories where
theses are archived and made accessible to a wider audience, often searchable by author, title,
or subject.

e Commercial Databases: Platforms like ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global are major
distributors of graduate-level research, including a vast number of master's theses. Access to
these databases is typically through a university library subscription.

e Author's Personal Website (Rare): In some instances, authors may make their work publicly
available on their own websites, though this is less common for master's theses than for
published works.

When citing, always aim to provide the most direct and stable access information available to your
readers. This might be a direct link to the thesis in a repository or database, or the name of the
database and any relevant identifiers.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing an
unpublished master's thesis and a published one in Chicago
style?

A: The main difference lies in the access information provided. For unpublished theses, you might
note its location within the university archives. For theses available through widely accessible
platforms like ProQuest or institutional repositories, you will include that specific database or URL,
indicating a broader availability.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a master's thesis when citing it
in Chicago style?

A: Yes, in both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, the title of a master's thesis should
be italicized.

Q: Do I need to include the degree level (e.g., MA, MS) when
citing a master's thesis in Chicago style?

A: Yes, it is standard practice and highly recommended to include the degree level, such as
"Master's thesis" or "MA thesis," to clearly identify the academic work.



Q: What if I can only find the master's thesis on a university's
internal network that isn't publicly accessible?

A: If the thesis is not publicly accessible and can only be found through the university's internal
systems or physical archives, you should note its location, such as "University Archives" or the
specific library where it is housed.

Q: How do I cite a master's thesis found on ProQuest
Dissertations & Theses Global using Chicago style?

A: You would typically include the author, title, "Master's thesis," the university, the year, and then
the database name (e.g., ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global) along with the direct URL if
available and stable.

Q: Is it necessary to include the city where the university is
located when citing a master's thesis in Chicago style?

A: While the city of the university is sometimes included in other citation styles, for Chicago style's
treatment of theses, it is generally not required unless it is essential for disambiguating between
universities with similar names. The university name itself is usually sufficient.

Q: What is the most crucial element for ensuring a reader can
find a cited master's thesis?

A: The most crucial element is providing accurate and specific access information. This could be a
stable URL, the name of a recognized database, or a clear indication of its location within a
university library or archive.
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