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Mastering Chicago Style Examples for Citing Electronic Resources

chicago style examples for citing electronic resources are essential for academic integrity and
clear communication in a digital age. As scholars and writers increasingly rely on online materials,
understanding how to accurately attribute these sources according to the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS) becomes paramount. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of citing various
electronic resources, offering practical examples for both the notes-bibliography and author-date
systems. We will explore how to cite websites, articles from online databases, e-books, social media,
and other digital content, ensuring your research is properly documented and your credibility is
upheld. Mastering these citation practices will enhance the scholarly value of your work and
demonstrate your commitment to ethical research.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. Both are widely accepted in academic circles, but their application differs.
The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, with a corresponding
bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system uses parenthetical author-date citations
in the text, followed by a reference list. Understanding these fundamental differences is the first
step in correctly citing any source, including electronic ones.

The notes-bibliography system is often favored in the humanities, while the author-date system is
more common in the social sciences and sciences. Regardless of the system chosen, the goal remains
the same: to provide readers with sufficient information to locate the original source. This principle
is especially critical for electronic resources, which can be ephemeral or subject to change, making
precise identification crucial for verification.

General Principles for Citing Electronic Resources

When citing electronic resources in Chicago style, several core principles apply, regardless of the



specific type of resource. The primary goal is to provide enough information for a reader to find the
source. This typically includes the author, title of the specific work, title of the larger work (if
applicable, such as a website or database), publication date, and a stable locator such as a URL or
DOI. For electronic sources that may change over time, including an access date is also a good
practice.

Key elements to consider include:

Author or creator

Title of the specific item

Title of the overall publication (e.g., website name, journal name)

Publisher or sponsoring organization

Date of publication or last update

Location information (URL, DOI, or permalink)

Access date (especially for content that might change or disappear)

The specific order and formatting of these elements will vary slightly depending on whether you are
using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, and the exact nature of the
electronic resource itself.

Citing Websites and Webpages

Citing a website or a specific webpage requires careful attention to detail to distinguish between the
overall website and the individual page. For a general website, you'll typically cite the site name and
its homepage URL. For a specific webpage, you'll include the author (if known), the title of the page,
the name of the website, and the URL, along with an access date.

Notes-Bibliography System: Website/Webpage Examples
For a footnote or endnote:

John Smith, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," Tech Innovations Blog, last modified March
15, 2023, https://www.techinnovationsblog.com/ai-future. Accessed October 26, 2023.

For the bibliography entry:

Smith, John. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Innovations Blog. Last modified



March 15, 2023. https://www.techinnovationsblog.com/ai-future. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Author-Date System: Website/Webpage Examples
For an in-text citation:

(Smith 2023)

For the reference list entry:

Smith, John. 2023. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Innovations Blog. Last modified
March 15, 2023. https://www.techinnovationsblog.com/ai-future. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Citing Articles from Online Databases

Articles accessed through online academic databases (like JSTOR, EBSCOhost, or ProQuest) are a
common type of electronic resource. These citations typically include the author, article title, journal
title, volume and issue numbers, publication date, and then the database name and a stable URL or
permalink if available. If a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is provided, it is preferred over a URL as it
is a permanent link.

Notes-Bibliography System: Online Database Article Examples
For a footnote or endnote (with DOI):

Jane Doe, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of Digital
Communication 15, no. 2 (2022): 45-67, https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

For a footnote or endnote (without DOI, using database URL):

Jane Doe, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of Digital
Communication 15, no. 2 (2022): 45-67, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=...).

For the bibliography entry (with DOI):

Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Digital
Communication 15, no. 2 (2022): 45-67. https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

For the bibliography entry (without DOI):



Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Digital
Communication 15, no. 2 (2022): 45-67. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=...).

Author-Date System: Online Database Article Examples
For an in-text citation:

(Doe 2022)

For the reference list entry (with DOI):

Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Digital
Communication 15, no. 2: 45-67. https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2022.987654.

For the reference list entry (without DOI):

Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Digital
Communication 15, no. 2: 45-67. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=...).

Citing E-books

Citing e-books follows similar principles to citing print books, with the addition of information about
the electronic format and how it was accessed. This usually includes the author, title, publication
information, and either a DOI, a stable URL, or the name of the e-book platform.

Notes-Bibliography System: E-book Examples
For a footnote or endnote (with DOI):

Richard Roe, The Digital Revolution: A Historical Analysis (New York: Oxford University Press,
2021), chap. 3, https://doi.org/10.1093/9780190123456.001.0001.

For a footnote or endnote (without DOI, accessed via a platform):

Richard Roe, The Digital Revolution: A Historical Analysis (New York: Oxford University Press,
2021), chap. 3, Kindle edition.

For the bibliography entry (with DOI):



Roe, Richard. The Digital Revolution: A Historical Analysis. New York: Oxford University Press,
2021. https://doi.org/10.1093/9780190123456.001.0001.

For the bibliography entry (without DOI, accessed via a platform):

Roe, Richard. The Digital Revolution: A Historical Analysis. New York: Oxford University Press,
2021. Kindle edition.

Author-Date System: E-book Examples
For an in-text citation:

(Roe 2021)

For the reference list entry (with DOI):

Roe, Richard. 2021. The Digital Revolution: A Historical Analysis. New York: Oxford University
Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/9780190123456.001.0001.

For the reference list entry (without DOI, accessed via a platform):

Roe, Richard. 2021. The Digital Revolution: A Historical Analysis. New York: Oxford University
Press. Kindle edition.

Citing Social Media and Other Online Communication

Citing social media posts, emails, or other forms of direct online communication can be challenging
due to their often informal nature and potential for transience. Chicago style recommends providing
as much identifying information as possible, including the author, the content of the post or
message, the platform, and the date. For posts that are publicly accessible, a URL can be included.
Private communications like emails typically do not require citation in a bibliography or reference
list but should be described in the notes if essential.

Notes-Bibliography System: Social Media Examples
For a footnote or endnote (public post):

@TechGuru1, "Excited to see the new advancements in quantum computing! QuantumLeap,"
Twitter, March 10, 2023, https://twitter.com/TechGuru1/status/1234567890.

For the bibliography entry (public post):



@TechGuru1. "Excited to see the new advancements in quantum computing! QuantumLeap."
Twitter, March 10, 2023. https://twitter.com/TechGuru1/status/1234567890.

For a footnote or endnote (personal communication, e.g., email):

Email from [Sender's Name] to [Recipient's Name], May 5, 2023. (This would not typically
appear in a bibliography).

Author-Date System: Social Media Examples
The author-date system is less commonly used for citing social media directly in the reference list
due to the nature of such content. However, if a direct citation is necessary:

For an in-text citation:

(@TechGuru1 2023)

For the reference list entry (public post):

@TechGuru1. 2023. "Excited to see the new advancements in quantum computing!
QuantumLeap." Twitter, March 10, 2023. https://twitter.com/TechGuru1/status/1234567890.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Electronic
Resource Citation

One of the most significant challenges in citing electronic resources is their inherent instability.
Websites can be updated, moved, or disappear entirely, and online articles might be retracted or
altered. To mitigate this, always try to find the most stable and persistent identifier, such as a DOI
for journal articles or a permalink for webpages. Including the date you accessed the resource is
crucial for transparency, allowing readers to understand that the content may have changed since
your consultation.

Another common issue is determining authorship or publication dates for online content that lacks
clear indicators. In such cases, do your best to identify the responsible organization or entity and the
most plausible date of publication or last revision. If an author is not identifiable, you may begin the
citation with the title of the work. For dated electronic resources without a clear publication date,
note "n.d." (no date) in the appropriate place, but always strive to find a date if possible.

When dealing with complex digital formats like interactive websites, multimedia content, or
datasets, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidance, but sometimes professional judgment is
required. The underlying principle of providing enough information for retrieval remains the guiding
force. When in doubt, consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or reliable academic
writing resources for the most current recommendations.



Ensuring accuracy in citing electronic resources is not merely a technical exercise; it reflects a
commitment to scholarly ethics and the intellectual honesty that underpins all academic pursuits. By
diligently applying these Chicago style examples, writers can confidently integrate digital materials
into their work, contributing to a robust and verifiable body of knowledge.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date Chicago style systems for
electronic resources?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, with a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the
text (Author Year), followed by a reference list. Both systems require detailed information for
electronic resources, but their in-text presentation and list structure differ.

Q: When citing an online article, should I use the DOI or the
URL?
A: The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is always preferred if available for online articles. DOIs are
permanent links designed to persist even if the URL changes. If no DOI is provided, a stable URL or
permalink provided by the database is the next best option.

Q: How do I cite a webpage that has no clear author or
publication date?
A: If an author is not listed, begin the citation with the title of the specific webpage. If there is no
publication or last updated date, use "n.d." (no date) in place of the date. Always include the website
name and the access date, as the content may change or disappear.

Q: Is it necessary to include an access date for all electronic
resources?
A: Including an access date is highly recommended for most electronic resources, especially those
that are likely to change over time (like websites) or are not part of a stable archive. It helps readers
understand when you viewed the content, which is crucial for verification.

Q: How should I cite an e-book that I accessed through a
specific platform like Kindle or Google Play Books?
A: For e-books accessed through a platform without a DOI, you can note the format (e.g., Kindle
edition, Google Play Books). If a DOI or stable URL is available for the e-book, that should be
prioritized.



Q: What are the key components for citing a social media post
in Chicago style?
A: For publicly accessible social media posts, include the author (or username), the content of the
post (in quotation marks), the platform name (e.g., Twitter, Facebook), the date of the post, and the
URL. For private communications like emails, cite them in the notes as personal communication, and
they typically do not appear in the bibliography.

Q: What if an online article is updated after it was originally
published?
A: If an online article has been updated, Chicago style generally recommends noting the original
publication date and indicating that it was updated, if such information is available. You should also
use the most stable identifier (DOI or permalink) that leads to the most current version.

Q: How do I cite a podcast episode in Chicago style?
A: For a podcast episode, you would typically include the host or author, the episode title, the
podcast series title, the producer or network, the publication date, and the URL or platform where it
can be accessed. Example for notes: John Doe, "The History of AI," The Tech Talk Show, episode no.
123, produced by Jane Smith, July 15, 2023, https://www.examplepodcast.com/episode123.
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