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proceedings

Understanding Chicago Style for Conference
Proceedings

chicago style examples for citing conference proceedings are crucial for academics and
researchers aiming for clarity and consistency in their scholarly work. Navigating the nuances of
citing various sources can be challenging, and conference proceedings, with their diverse
presentation formats and publication methods, present a unique set of citation considerations. This
comprehensive guide will illuminate the intricacies of applying Chicago style to conference papers,
whether they are published in formal proceedings, presented as handouts, or exist solely as digital
presentations. We will delve into the essential components of a Chicago style citation for these
materials, covering both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, and explore specific
examples for various scenarios, ensuring you can accurately and effectively attribute your sources.
Mastering these examples will enhance the credibility of your research and adhere to the rigorous
standards of academic publishing.
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Why Citing Conference Proceedings Matters

Properly citing conference proceedings is fundamental to academic integrity and scholarly



communication. It acknowledges the original authors' contributions, allowing readers to locate and
verify the information presented. In the realm of Chicago style, precision in citation is paramount,
and conference proceedings, which often represent cutting-edge research or specialized discussions,
require careful handling. Failing to cite them correctly can lead to accusations of plagiarism and
diminish the trustworthiness of your own work. Furthermore, a well-formatted bibliography or
reference list demonstrates attention to detail and respect for the established conventions of
academic writing, which is a hallmark of professional scholarly practice.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Citation for
Conference Proceedings

Regardless of whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, certain core
pieces of information are generally required when citing conference proceedings in Chicago style.
These elements help readers identify the specific source and retrieve it if necessary. Accuracy in
gathering and presenting these details is vital for effective citation. Understanding these
components is the first step towards constructing correct and complete entries.

Author(s) or Editor(s) of the proceeding or paper

Title of the paper or presentation

Title of the conference proceedings (if applicable)

Name of the conference

Date of the conference

Location of the conference (city, state/country)

Publisher (if published as a book or formal proceedings)

Page numbers (if applicable)

DOI or URL (if accessed online)

Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography System Examples for
Conference Proceedings

The Notes-Bibliography system, commonly used in the humanities, requires detailed footnotes or
endnotes for each citation, followed by a bibliography at the end of the work. The format for
conference proceedings will vary depending on whether the proceedings are published as a
standalone volume, included in a journal, or presented in a less formal manner. Precision in these
notes is crucial for proper attribution.



Published Conference Proceedings as a Book

When conference proceedings are published as a book, the citation in the note resembles a book
citation, with additional details about the conference.

The first note for a published proceeding would look something like this:

1. Author Last Name, First Name, “Title of Paper,” in Title of Proceedings, ed. Editor First Name
Last Name (City: Publisher, Year), page number.

For example:

1. Johnson, Emily R., “The Future of Renewable Energy,” in Innovations in Sustainable Technologies,
ed. David Chen (New York: Academic Press, 2022), 115-128.

Subsequent notes for the same source can be shortened.

Later note:

2. Johnson, “The Future of Renewable Energy,” 120.

The bibliography entry would be similar but formatted differently:

Johnson, Emily R. “The Future of Renewable Energy.” In Innovations in Sustainable Technologies,
edited by David Chen, 115-128. New York: Academic Press, 2022.

Published Conference Proceedings within a Journal

If conference papers are published as part of a special issue of a journal, the citation will resemble a
journal article citation, indicating the conference context.

Note:

3. Author Last Name, First Name, “Title of Paper,” Journal Title volume, no. issue (Year): page
numbers. Presented at the Annual Conference on Urban Planning, City, State, Date.

Example:

3. Williams, Sarah L., “Smart City Infrastructure Development,” Journal of Urban Studies 45, no. 2
(2023): 210-225. Presented at the Annual Conference on Urban Planning, Chicago, IL, October
15-17, 2022.

Bibliography:

Williams, Sarah L. “Smart City Infrastructure Development.” Journal of Urban Studies 45, no. 2
(2023): 210-225. Presented at the Annual Conference on Urban Planning, Chicago, IL, October
15-17, 2022.



Unpublished Conference Papers or Presentations

When citing a paper that was presented at a conference but not formally published, the citation
needs to reflect its status as an accessible but uncompiled document. This often includes details on
how you accessed it, such as a personal communication or a university repository.

Note:

4. Author Last Name, First Name, “Title of Paper” (Paper presented at the Conference Name, City,
State, Month Day, Year).

Example:

4. Garcia, Maria P., “AI in Healthcare Diagnostics” (Paper presented at the International Symposium
on Medical Informatics, San Francisco, CA, May 5-7, 2023).

If you accessed the paper online, for example, through a presentation slide deck:

Note:

5. Author Last Name, First Name, “Title of Presentation” (Presentation at Conference Name, City,
State, Month Day, Year), Presentation type (e.g., PowerPoint slides), URL or repository name.

Example:

5. Patel, Rohan K., “Blockchain Applications in Supply Chain Management” (Presentation at the
Global Logistics Forum, London, UK, September 20, 2022), PowerPoint slides, accessed via
conference website, https://www.globallogisticsforum.com/presentations/patel.pdf.

Bibliography:

Patel, Rohan K. “Blockchain Applications in Supply Chain Management.” Presentation at the Global
Logistics Forum, London, UK, September 20, 2022. PowerPoint slides. Accessed via conference
website. https://www.globallogisticsforum.com/presentations/patel.pdf.

Chicago Style: Author-Date System Examples for
Conference Proceedings

The Author-Date system is prevalent in the social sciences and natural sciences. It uses in-text
citations consisting of the author's last name and the year of publication, with a corresponding
reference list at the end. The principles for identifying the source remain the same, but the
formatting adapts to the author-date structure.

Published Conference Proceedings as a Book



For published proceedings treated as books, the in-text citation will include the author of the paper
and the year.

In-text citation:

(Author Last Name Year, page number)

Example:

(Johnson 2022, 118)

The corresponding entry in the reference list:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. “Title of Paper.” In Title of Proceedings, edited by Editor First
Name Last Name, page numbers. City: Publisher.

Example:

Johnson, Emily R. 2022. “The Future of Renewable Energy.” In Innovations in Sustainable
Technologies, edited by David Chen, 115-128. New York: Academic Press.

Published Conference Proceedings within a Journal

When conference papers are found within a journal, the citation style mirrors standard journal
article citations in Author-Date.

In-text citation:

(Author Last Name Year, page number)

Example:

(Williams 2023, 215)

Reference list entry:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. “Title of Paper.” Journal Title volume (issue): page numbers.
Presented at the Conference Name, City, State, Date.

Example:

Williams, Sarah L. 2023. “Smart City Infrastructure Development.” Journal of Urban Studies 45 (2):
210-225. Presented at the Annual Conference on Urban Planning, Chicago, IL, October 15-17, 2022.

Unpublished Conference Papers or Presentations

For unpublished works, the author and year are still key, with details provided about the



presentation.

In-text citation:

(Author Last Name Year)

Example:

(Garcia 2023)

Reference list entry:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. “Title of Paper.” Paper presented at the Conference Name,
City, State, Month Day.

Example:

Garcia, Maria P. 2023. “AI in Healthcare Diagnostics.” Paper presented at the International
Symposium on Medical Informatics, San Francisco, CA, May 5-7.

If accessed online, include the URL and access information.

Reference list entry:

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. “Title of Presentation.” Presentation at Conference Name,
City, State, Month Day. Presentation type. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

Patel, Rohan K. 2022. “Blockchain Applications in Supply Chain Management.” Presentation at the
Global Logistics Forum, London, UK, September 20. PowerPoint slides. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.globallogisticsforum.com/presentations/patel.pdf.

Common Variations and Considerations in Citing
Conference Proceedings

The landscape of conference presentations is dynamic, and citation practices must adapt to these
variations. Understanding these common scenarios will help you maintain accuracy and
completeness in your bibliographical entries.

Multiple Authors: For papers with two or three authors, list all authors in notes and
bibliographies/references. For four or more, list the first author followed by "et al." in the
notes and bibliography entry.

Proceedings with General Editors: If the entire proceeding volume has editors but you are
citing a specific paper within it, list the paper’s author first, then the editors of the volume.



Electronic vs. Print: Always prioritize print versions if available. If citing an electronic
version, include the DOI if one exists. If no DOI is available, provide a stable URL. Ensure you
include the date you accessed the material if it is likely to change.

Abstracts and Posters: If you are citing an abstract that was presented or a poster session,
the citation should reflect this. For abstracts, you might note “Abstract presented at…” and for
posters, “Poster presented at…”.

Workshop Papers: These are often less formally published. Treat them similarly to
unpublished papers, noting the context of the workshop.

Keynote Speeches: If you are citing a keynote speech, and it was not published, cite it as a
presentation, noting the speaker and the event context.

Best Practices for Citing Conference Proceedings in
Chicago Style

Adhering to best practices ensures your citations are not only correct but also contribute to the
overall professionalism and clarity of your research. These guidelines help maintain consistency and
accuracy across your work.

Be Consistent: Whichever system you use (Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date), apply it
consistently throughout your entire paper.

Gather Complete Information: Before you begin writing, try to gather as much
bibliographic information as possible for each source. This includes author(s), title, conference
name and dates, location, publisher, and page numbers.

Consult the Manual: When in doubt, always refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual
of Style. It provides the most authoritative guidance on all citation matters.

Prioritize Accessibility: If a paper is available in multiple formats (print, PDF online,
abstract), cite the format that is most accessible to your readers. Generally, a DOI or stable
URL is preferred for online resources.

Use Identifiers Wisely: Include DOIs or URLs when available. These are critical for readers
to locate your sources easily.

Proofread Carefully: After compiling your notes and bibliography, meticulously proofread
them for any errors in punctuation, spelling, or formatting. Small mistakes can detract from
the credibility of your work.



Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Conference Proceedings

Q: What is the difference between citing published and
unpublished conference proceedings in Chicago style?
A: Published conference proceedings are treated similarly to books or journal articles, depending on
their format, and typically include publisher information. Unpublished proceedings, such as papers
presented but not formally published, are cited as presentations, emphasizing the event context and
how the material was accessed.

Q: How do I cite a paper presented at a conference if I only
have access to the abstract?
A: If you are citing an abstract that was presented at a conference, you would typically cite it as the
abstract itself. The format would include the author, the title of the abstract, the conference name,
location, and date. For example, in the Notes-Bibliography system: Author Last Name, First Name,
“Title of Abstract” (Abstract presented at the Conference Name, City, State, Date).

Q: What if the conference proceedings have editors instead of
authors for the entire volume?
A: When citing a specific paper within a volume of proceedings that has editors, you will cite the
author of the individual paper first, followed by the editors of the entire collection. The format will
reflect the individual paper’s contribution to the larger edited work.

Q: How should I cite a poster session presentation in Chicago
style?
A: A poster session presentation would be cited similarly to an unpublished paper. You would include
the presenter(s) name(s), the title of the poster, the name of the conference, its location, and the
date it was presented. For example: Author Last Name, First Name, “Title of Poster” (Poster
presented at the Conference Name, City, State, Date).

Q: Can I cite conference presentations found on YouTube or
other video platforms using Chicago style?
A: Yes, you can cite conference presentations found on platforms like YouTube. You would cite the
uploader (often the presenter or conference organizer), the title of the video, the platform name, and
the URL. For example: Uploader Last Name, First Name (or Organization Name). Year. “Title of
Video.” Platform Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.



Q: What is the significance of the DOI when citing electronic
conference proceedings?
A: The Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a persistent identifier that reliably links to an electronic
document. When citing electronic conference proceedings, including the DOI is crucial as it provides
a stable and permanent link that readers can use to access the source, even if the original URL
changes.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors for a conference paper in
Chicago style?
A: For two or three authors, list all names in the bibliography. In notes, you can list all names for the
first note, and subsequent notes can use the first author followed by "et al." For four or more
authors, list only the first author followed by "et al." in both notes and bibliography entries.

Q: When should I include the location of the conference in my
citation?
A: The location of the conference (city and state/country) is generally an important detail to include,
especially for published proceedings and unpublished presentations, as it helps readers
contextualize the event and potentially locate more information about it.

Q: What if the conference proceedings are only available
online with no print version?
A: If the proceedings are exclusively online, you must include the URL or DOI. If a DOI is available, it
is preferred. If no DOI is present, provide a stable URL and the date of access, especially if the
content might be subject to change.

Q: How do I cite a keynote address if it was not formally
published?
A: A keynote address that was not formally published should be treated as an unpublished
presentation. Cite the speaker's name, the title of the address, the name of the conference, its
location, and the date it was delivered.
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