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Chicago Style Endnotes for Theology Papers: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style endnotes for theology papers are an indispensable tool for scholars engaging with sacred texts,
theological arguments, and historical religious discourse. Mastering this citation method ensures academic
integrity, allows readers to trace sources accurately, and lends credibility to your research. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of implementing Chicago style endnotes specifically for
theological studies, covering everything from basic formatting to complex source types. We will explore
the essential components of an endnote, how to cite various religious texts, differentiate between direct
quotes and paraphrases, and the crucial distinction between using notes and bibliographies. Understanding
these elements is key to producing polished and authoritative theological research.
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Understanding the Purpose of Endnotes in Theology

Endnotes serve a critical dual purpose in academic writing, particularly within the field of theology.
Firstly, they provide immediate textual support for claims made in the body of the paper, allowing readers
to verify the origin of information, whether it’s a biblical passage, a patristic quote, or a modern theological
argument. This transparency is paramount in a discipline often built upon the careful interpretation of
foundational texts and historical theological development. Secondly, endnotes offer a space to include
supplementary information that might interrupt the flow of the main text but is nonetheless important for
the reader’s understanding.

In theological scholarship, the stakes of accurate citation are exceptionally high. Misattributing a quote or
misrepresenting a source can lead to serious misunderstandings of doctrine, historical claims, or the intent of
religious thinkers. Chicago style, with its flexible footnote and endnote system, allows for detailed scholarly
engagement. For theology papers, this means being precise with references to scripture, commentaries,
theological treatises, and works of religious history. The endnote system, in particular, keeps the main body
of the text clean and readable while providing a rich layer of scholarly apparatus for those who wish to



investigate further.

Core Components of a Chicago Style Endnote

A well-constructed Chicago style endnote, regardless of source type, typically includes several key pieces
of information presented in a specific order. The primary goal is to provide enough detail for a reader to
locate the original source without ambiguity. For theology papers, this often means a greater emphasis on
specific editions and critical apparatus found in scholarly religious texts.

Essential Elements for Any Endnote
Every endnote begins with a superscript number that corresponds to a note at the end of the document.
The initial citation of a source in an endnote includes the author’s full name (First Last), the title of the
work in italics, and publication details. Subsequent citations for the same source become significantly
shortened.

Author and Title Information
The author’s name is generally presented as First Last for the first mention, and then Last Name for
subsequent mentions. Titles of books, journals, and larger works are italicized. Titles of articles or chapters
within larger works are enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction is vital for differentiating between
standalone theological treatises and contributions to edited volumes.

Publication Details and Locational Information
Publication details include the place of publication, publisher, and year of publication. Crucially for
theological works, the specific edition or translation used is often specified, especially for ancient or
frequently retranslated texts. Locational information refers to the page number(s) where the cited material
can be found within the source. For biblical citations, this would typically be the chapter and verse
number.

Citing Sacred Texts in Chicago Style Endnotes

Citing sacred texts like the Bible, Quran, or Torah requires specific conventions within the Chicago style.
While the core principles of author, title, and locational information apply, the way these are presented for
scripture differs from conventional books. The emphasis is on providing precise references that allow



readers to locate the exact passage in their own preferred translations or editions.

Biblical Citations
When citing the Bible, you typically do not need to include the publisher or date in the endnote, especially
for commonly used translations like the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) or the King James
Version (KJV). The format usually involves the book name, followed by chapter and verse numbers. For
example: John 3:16. If you are citing a specific scholarly edition with extensive commentary or a particular
critical apparatus, you would include its details.

First citation of a specific verse: John 3:16 (NRSV).

Subsequent citation of the same verse: John 3:16.

Citing a passage with multiple verses: Genesis 1:1–2:4a.

Citing from a specific scholarly edition: The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the
Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books, ed. Michael D. Coogan, 3rd ed. (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2010), Genesis 1:1–2:4a.

Other Religious Texts
For other sacred or foundational religious texts, the approach is similar, focusing on author (if applicable),
title, and specific locational indicators. For texts with multiple traditional divisions (e.g., Surahs and Ayahs
in the Quran, Tractates and Chapters in the Talmud), ensure these are clearly delineated.

For instance, a citation for the Quran might look like: Quran 4:157. A citation from a classical Islamic text
would follow the author-title-location format, such as: Al-Ghazali, The Revival of the Religious Sciences,
vol. 1, Book 1, Chapter 2.

Citing Secondary Theological Sources

The majority of your endnotes will likely refer to secondary sources: scholarly books, articles, and essays
that analyze or discuss theological concepts, biblical passages, or religious history. The Chicago Manual of
Style provides a robust framework for citing these, but theological papers often require attention to specific
details like the edition of a patristic text or the critical apparatus of a biblical commentary.



Books by a Single Author
When citing a book by a single author, the endnote format is generally as follows: First Last, Title of Book
(Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number(s).

Example: Karen L. King, The Gospel of Mary of Magdala: Jesus and the First Woman Apostle (Santa Clara:
Polebridge Press, 2003), 75.

Books with Multiple Authors or Editors
For works with two or three authors, list all their names. For works with more than three, cite the first
author followed by “et al.” When citing chapters or essays within an edited volume, you must include the
author of the chapter, the title of the chapter (in quotation marks), the editor(s) of the volume, the title of
the volume (in italics), and the publication details, including the page range of the chapter.

Edited Volume Example: Andrew Louth and Augustine Casiday, eds., The Oxford Handbook of the
Early Greek Christian Tradition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019), 45–67.

Chapter in an Edited Volume Example: Sarah J. Porter, "Theology of Creation in Maximus the
Confessor," in The Oxford Handbook of the Early Greek Christian Tradition, ed. Andrew Louth and
Augustine Casiday (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019), 45–67.

Journal Articles
Citing journal articles requires the author’s name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in
italics, the volume and issue number, the publication year, and the specific page number(s).

Example: David Bentley Hart, “Is God a Trinity of Persons?” Theology Today 72, no. 4 (2016): 422.

Direct Quotations vs. Paraphrasing: Endnote Treatment

The way you cite information in an endnote depends fundamentally on whether you are presenting a
direct quotation or a paraphrase. While both require citation, the precision and format can differ,
particularly in how the information is presented within the body of your text and consequently in the
endnote.



Citing Direct Quotations
When you use the exact words of an author, you must enclose them in quotation marks and provide an
endnote with the specific page number(s) where the quote appears. This is crucial for attributing the
precise language to the original source and allows readers to find the exact wording for verification or
further analysis. For theological texts, quoting verbatim can be essential when discussing the nuances of
specific theological formulations or scriptural interpretations.

Example in text: Augustine states, “The truth is the truth, whatever may be the cause of its enunciation.”1

Endnote 1: Augustine, Confessions, trans. R.S. Pine-Coffin (New York: Penguin Books, 1961), 108.

Citing Paraphrased or Summarized Ideas
When you restate an author’s idea in your own words (paraphrasing) or summarize a larger section of their
work, you still must provide an endnote to credit the source of the idea. While page numbers are still good
practice to include, some style guides allow for a broader range if you are summarizing an entire argument
or concept. However, for theological papers, it is almost always best practice to include the specific page
number from which the paraphrased idea was drawn.

Example in text: Augustine believed that the essence of truth is independent of its source.2

Endnote 2: Augustine, Confessions, trans. R.S. Pine-Coffin (New York: Penguin Books, 1961), 108.

In both cases, the endnote provides the full bibliographic details for the first reference. Subsequent
references to the same source will use a shortened format (Author Last Name, Shortened Title, Page
Number).

The Role of the Bibliography Alongside Endnotes

In Chicago style, endnotes are almost always accompanied by a bibliography. While endnotes provide
specific citations for individual points within your text, the bibliography offers a comprehensive
alphabetical list of all the sources you consulted and cited in your paper. For theological research, this list
can be extensive, showcasing the breadth of your engagement with primary texts, secondary scholarship,
and historical context.

Purpose of the Bibliography
The bibliography serves as a reader’s guide to your research. It allows anyone interested in your topic to



easily find all the sources you drew upon. This is invaluable in theology, where different scholars might
interpret texts or historical events through various lenses, and a reader might wish to consult the original
authorities or contrasting interpretations you engaged with. It demonstrates thoroughness and provides a
foundation for further academic inquiry.

Formatting the Bibliography
The bibliography is typically formatted as an alphabetical list by the author’s last name. The entries in the
bibliography are similar to the first endnote citation but are presented in a slightly different format: author’s
Last Name, First Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year). For articles, it's Last Name,
First Name. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range.

Book Entry: King, Karen L. The Gospel of Mary of Magdala: Jesus and the First Woman Apostle.
Santa Clara: Polebridge Press, 2003.

Journal Article Entry: Hart, David Bentley. “Is God a Trinity of Persons?” Theology Today 72, no. 4
(2016): 419–430.

The relationship between endnotes and the bibliography is symbiotic. Every source cited in an endnote
must appear in the bibliography, and vice versa. This ensures a complete and transparent accounting of
your scholarly engagement.

Common Challenges and Solutions for Theology Papers

Engaging with theological scholarship often presents unique citation challenges, from ancient texts to
complex philosophical arguments. Understanding these common issues and knowing how to address them
within the Chicago style framework is crucial for producing clear and accurate endnotes.

Ancient and Multi-Volume Works
Many theological papers rely on ancient texts (e.g., patristic writings, classical philosophy) that may have
multiple editions, translations, and scholarly commentaries. For these, it is essential to be consistent with the
edition you use throughout your paper. If citing a multi-volume work, ensure you specify the volume
number in your endnote. For frequently referenced classical authors like Plato or Aristotle, citing by
standard divisions (e.g., book, section) in addition to page number is often preferred.



Citing Unpublished Materials
Theological research might involve citing archival materials, dissertations, or personal correspondence. For
unpublished works, provide as much identifying information as possible, including the author, title, type of
document (e.g., manuscript, dissertation), location where it is held (e.g., archive name and city), and date of
creation if known. For dissertations, you would cite the institution and year.

Multiple Citations in a Single Sentence
When a single sentence draws information from multiple sources, you should place a separate endnote
number after each distinct piece of information or claim. If the entire sentence is from one source, a single
endnote at the end of the sentence is sufficient. However, it is often clearer to break down complex
sentences and cite each component individually.

Shortened Notes and Subsequent Citations
After the first full citation of a source, subsequent endnotes referring to the same source should use a
shortened format. This typically includes the author’s last name, a shortened version of the title (if
necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same author), and the page number. For frequently
cited works, the author’s last name and page number may suffice if the title is obvious from context or the
bibliography.

Best Practices for Chicago Style Endnotes in Theological
Scholarship

To ensure your theological papers are academically rigorous and adhere to the highest standards of
scholarship, adopting a consistent and meticulous approach to Chicago style endnotes is paramount. Beyond
simply following the rules, there are best practices that elevate your work.

Consistency is Key
The most critical aspect of using endnotes is consistency. Decide on a specific edition for biblical texts and
stick with it. Ensure your formatting for author names, titles, and publication details is uniform throughout
your paper. Inconsistency can distract readers and undermine the credibility of your research. This applies
equally to how you handle primary versus secondary sources.



Clarity and Precision
In theological discourse, precision is not merely stylistic; it is substantive. Ensure your endnotes accurately
reflect the source material. When quoting, verify that your endnote points to the exact page where the
quote appears. For paraphrases, aim to pinpoint the specific location of the idea, even if the Chicago Manual
of Style allows for broader ranges in some contexts. This level of detail is especially important when
dealing with nuanced theological arguments or intricate scriptural exegesis.

To summarize the core principles:

Always use superscript numbers in the text corresponding to endnotes.

Provide full citation details for the first reference to any source.

Use shortened notes for subsequent references to the same source.

Ensure every source cited in an endnote appears in the bibliography, and vice versa.

Pay close attention to the specific conventions for citing sacred texts.

By diligently applying these guidelines and best practices, your Chicago style endnotes for theology papers
will not only meet academic requirements but will also contribute significantly to the clarity, authority,
and intellectual integrity of your theological research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago style footnotes and
endnotes for theology papers?
A: The fundamental difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where
the reference is made, while endnotes are collected at the end of the paper. For theological papers, endnotes
are often preferred for their ability to keep the main text free of extensive citations, especially when
dealing with numerous biblical or patristic references.

Q: How do I cite multiple editions of the Bible in my theology paper
using Chicago style endnotes?
A: Chicago style generally recommends using one specific edition for your entire paper for consistency. In



your first endnote citation for a biblical passage, you should identify the translation used (e.g., NRSV, KJV).
For subsequent citations, you can often omit the translation name if it's clear from context or the
bibliography. If you must refer to different editions, clearly distinguish them in the endnote.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a classical theological text like
Augustine's City of God in Chicago style endnotes for a theology paper?
A: For classical theological texts, it’s best to cite the specific edition and translation you are using, followed
by the page number. However, many scholars also include classical divisions (book, chapter, section) if they
are standard for that work, especially if readers are likely to consult other editions. For example: Augustine,
City of God 10.2.4 (trans. R.W. Dyson, Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought, 1998), 150.

Q: Do I need to include a bibliography if I am only using endnotes for my
theology paper?
A: Yes, Chicago style mandates the use of both endnotes and a bibliography. The endnotes provide specific
citations for claims within the text, while the bibliography offers a comprehensive list of all sources
consulted and cited, allowing readers to explore your research more broadly.

Q: How should I format an endnote for a chapter from a theological
commentary series in Chicago style?
A: You should cite the author of the chapter, the chapter title in quotation marks, the title of the
commentary series in italics, the editor(s) of the series (if applicable), the volume number, the publisher,
year, and the specific page number. For example: John R. Franke, "First Letter to the Corinthians," in The
New Interpreter's Bible Commentary, vol. 10, ed. Terence E. Fretheim and Luis R. Scott (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 2002), 510.

Q: Is it acceptable to use shortened notes for subsequent citations of the
same theological work in Chicago style endnotes?
A: Absolutely. Once a source has been cited in full, subsequent references should use a shortened format.
This typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if necessary to distinguish it
from other works by the same author), and the page number. For example: King, Gospel of Mary, 82.

Q: What if my theology paper quotes a passage from a commentary on a



biblical verse? How is this handled in Chicago style endnotes?
A: You would cite the author of the commentary, the specific title of the commentary, the publisher, year,
and the page number where the quote appears. If the commentary is part of a larger series or edited
volume, you would include those details as well. For instance: Walter Brueggemann, Theology of the Old
Testament (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1997), 225.

Q: When paraphrasing a theological concept from a secondary source, do I
still need to include the page number in my Chicago style endnote for
my theology paper?
A: While Chicago style sometimes allows for broader page ranges or even omitting page numbers for
paraphrased ideas (especially if the entire work is about that concept), it is strongly recommended for
theological papers to include the specific page number. This demonstrates meticulous research and allows
readers to easily locate the source of the idea, which is crucial in a field where subtle distinctions can be
significant.
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