chicago style endnotes for scholarly
writing examples

Understanding Chicago Style Endnotes for
Scholarly Writing: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style endnotes for scholarly writing examples are a cornerstone of
academic integrity and clarity, providing readers with direct access to the
sources that underpin your research. This meticulous citation system, often
favored in the humanities, requires precision in both the in-text citations
and the corresponding endnotes themselves. Mastering Chicago style endnotes
ensures that your scholarly work is not only credible but also easily
verifiable, allowing others to explore your research journey. This guide will
delve into the intricacies of crafting effective endnotes, covering their
fundamental purpose, the anatomy of a Chicago style endnote, and providing
numerous practical examples for various source types.
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The Purpose and Importance of Chicago Style



Endnotes

Chicago style endnotes serve a dual purpose in scholarly writing: they
acknowledge the intellectual contributions of others and provide a roadmap
for your readers to consult your sources. By meticulously documenting every
piece of information or idea that is not your own original thought, you
demonstrate intellectual honesty and prevent plagiarism. Furthermore,
endnotes allow for a cleaner, less cluttered text, as detailed citation
information is relegated to the end of the document, whereas parenthetical
citations might interrupt the flow of your prose.

The clarity provided by endnotes is paramount in academic discourse. When a
reader encounters a claim or a piece of evidence in your work that sparks
their interest or raises a question, the corresponding endnote allows them to
immediately locate the original source. This verification process is crucial
for building trust and credibility with your audience. Moreover, a well-
constructed endnote system showcases the depth of your research and your
ability to engage critically with existing scholarship.

Anatomy of a Chicago Style Endnote

A Chicago style endnote, unlike a bibliography entry, typically includes more
detailed publication information on its first appearance. Subsequent
citations of the same source can be shortened. The fundamental components of
an endnote, regardless of source type, aim to identify the author, the title
of the work, and its publication details. The exact formatting, including the
use of commas, periods, and italics, is crucial for adherence to the Chicago
Manual of Style.

Typically, a full endnote for a book will include the author's full name
(first name first), the title of the book (italicized), and publication
details such as the place of publication, publisher, and year. For articles,
it will include the author, article title (in quotation marks), journal title
(italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the page number(s) of the
article. Understanding these core elements is the first step to correctly
formatting any endnote.

Chicago Style Endnotes for Books: Examples

Citing books in Chicago style endnotes requires careful attention to the
order of information and punctuation. The first citation of a book in your
endnotes will be more comprehensive than subsequent ones. This ensures that
readers have all the necessary details to locate the specific edition you
consulted.



First Citation of a Book

This is the most detailed version of an endnote for a book. It includes the
author's full name, the title of the work, and full publication information.

e 1. Michel Foucault, The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human
Sciences, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1994).

e 2. Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Pantheon Books, 1978).

Subsequent Citations of a Book

Once a book has been cited in full, subsequent references can be
significantly shortened, usually including only the author's last name, a
shortened version of the title, and the specific page number being
referenced.

e 3. Foucault, Order of Things, 45.

e 4, Said, Orientalism, 192.

Book with an Editor

When citing a book that has an editor instead of an author, or in addition to
an author, the editor's name is listed. If both author and editor are
present, the author's name comes first.

e 5. Virginia Woolf, The Letters of Virginia Woolf, Vol. II: 1912-1922,
ed. Nigel Nicolson (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1976).

6. F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby, ed. Matthew J. Bruccoli (New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1995).

Chicago Style Endnotes for Journal Articles:
Examples

Journal articles are common sources in scholarly research, and their citation
in Chicago style endnotes requires specific formatting to identify the
article and the journal it appeared in. The key elements are the author,
article title, journal title, and publication details of the journal.



First Citation of a Journal Article

This format provides all necessary details to find the article. The article
title is in quotation marks, and the journal title is italicized.

e 7. Judith Butler, "Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: Thoughts
on Freuds's 'Theories of[]);" Theatre Journal 40, no. 4 (1988): 519-31.

e 8. Martha Nussbaum, "The Use of Knowledge: What Is Ethics For?" The
Hedgehog Review 12, no. 2 (2010): 10-21.

Subsequent Citations of a Journal Article

Similar to books, subsequent citations are shortened for brevity, usually
including the author's last name, a shortened article title, and the page
number.

¢ 9, Butler, "Performative Acts," 525.

e 10. Nussbaum, "Use of Knowledge," 15.

Journal Article with an Author and Editor (less
common, but possible for specific editions)

While less frequent for standard journal articles, if a specific essay within
a journal issue is attributed to an author and the issue itself has an editor
for a collection, this format would apply, though standard article citation
is more common.

e 11. John Smith, "The Evolution of Modernism," in Essays on Twentieth-
Century Literature, ed. Jane Doe, Journal of Literary Studies 25, no. 1
(2005): 78-95.

Chicago Style Endnotes for Websites and Online
Sources: Examples

The digital age has made online sources indispensable. Chicago style endnotes
for websites require you to provide enough information for a reader to find
the exact page you referenced, including the author (if available), title of
the page, website name, and a stable URL or DOI. The date of access is also



important due to the ephemeral nature of online content.

Website with a Specific Author and Page Title

This format is used when a specific person or entity is credited for the
content.

e 12. Jane Doe, "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Pew
Research Center, last modified October 26, 2023,
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-media-politics.

e 13. John Smith, "Understanding Quantum Entanglement," ScienceDaily,
accessed November 15, 2023,
https://www.sciencedaily.com/quantum-entanglement-explained.

Website with No Specific Author or Page Title

In cases where authorship is unclear, the title of the webpage often takes
prominence, followed by the name of the website and publication details.

e 14, "Global Climate Change Trends," NASA Climate, accessed November 15,
2023, https://climate.nasa.gov/trends/.

Online Journal Article with a DOI

Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are persistent links that are preferred
over URLs when available for journal articles accessed online.

e 15. Butler, "Performative Acts," 520, do0i:10.1007/s511229-022-04029-y.

Chicago Style Endnotes for Chapters in Edited
Volumes: Examples

When you cite a specific chapter or essay within a larger collection that has
an editor, you need to credit both the author of the chapter and the editor
of the volume. This format is distinct from citing a standalone book.



Chapter Citation

This format clearly identifies the author of the specific piece, its title,
the title of the collection, the editor(s), and the page range of the
chapter.

e 16. Edward Said, "The Rise of the Novel," in The Cambridge Companion to
the Novel, ed. Peter J. Rabinowitz and Jonathan E. Abel (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2005), 17-35.

e 17. Michel Foucault, "What Is an Author?" in Language, Counter-Memory,
Practice: Selected Essays and Interviews, ed. Donald F. Bouchard
(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1977), 113-138.

Subsequent Citation of a Chapter

Shortened citations follow the same principle as other source types, focusing
on the chapter author and a shortened title.

¢ 18. Said, "Rise of the Novel," 22.

¢ 19, Foucault, "What Is an Author?" 120.

Chicago Style Endnotes for Other Source Types

Scholarly work often draws from a diverse range of sources, and Chicago style
provides guidelines for many of them. While books and articles are most
common, understanding how to cite other materials can be crucial.

Newspaper Articles

For newspaper articles, include the author, article title, newspaper name
(italicized), date of publication, and page number(s). For online newspaper
articles, include a URL and access date.

e 20. John Doe, "Local Election Results Announced," Chicago Tribune,
November 7, 2023, sec. A, p. 1.

e 21. Jane Smith, "City Council Debates New Zoning Laws," The New York
Times, November 8, 2023, https://www.nytimes.com/city-council-zoning.



Dissertations and Theses

These often require author, dissertation title (italicized), university
granting the degree, and year of completion. If accessed online, a URL or
database information is needed.

e 22. Emily Carter, "Postcolonial Identity in Contemporary Literature"
(PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2022).

e 23. David Lee, "The Economic Impact of Renewable Energy" (MA thesis,
Stanford University, 2021), ProQuest Dissertations Publishing.

Government Documents
Citing government documents can vary, but generally includes the issuing

agency, title of the document, publication information, and date.

e 24, United States, Congress, Joint Economic Committee, The State of the
U.S. Economy: 2023 Report (Washington, DC: Government Publishing Office,
2023) .

Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Chicago Style
Endnotes

Even with careful attention, writers can fall into common traps when
constructing Chicago style endnotes. Being aware of these potential issues
can save considerable time and ensure accuracy.

Inconsistent punctuation: Ensure consistent use of commas, periods, and
other punctuation as dictated by the Chicago Manual of Style.

e Incorrect use of italics and quotation marks: Book titles and journal
titles should be italicized, while article titles and chapter titles are
typically in quotation marks.

e Missing or inaccurate publication details: Always double-check that all
necessary publication information (publisher, date, place) is present
and correct.

e Confusing first and subsequent citations: Remember that the first
mention of a source requires full details, while later mentions are
shortened.



e Forgetting the page number: For specific citations, the page number is
essential. For general references to a work, it may be omitted in a
shortened citation.

e Incorrect order of author and title: Follow the strict order: author,
title, then publication details.

Tips for Efficient Endnote Management

Managing endnotes can become overwhelming in a lengthy scholarly project.
Utilizing tools and adopting good habits can streamline the process
significantly.

e Use citation management software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can automate much of the citation formatting process, though
they still require careful review.

e Create a template for each source type: Having pre-formatted templates
for common sources can speed up the process and ensure consistency.

e Cite as you write: Resist the urge to leave all citation for the end. As
soon as you use a source, create its endnote entry.

e Reqularly review and update your endnotes: Periodically check your
endnotes for accuracy and ensure they align with the Chicago Manual of
Style.

e Keep track of your sources: Maintain a clear record of all sources
consulted, including both print and digital materials, even those not
ultimately cited.

Adhering to Chicago style endnotes for scholarly writing examples demands
diligence and attention to detail. By understanding the purpose, structure,
and specific formatting requirements for various source types, scholars can
confidently present their research, uphold academic integrity, and empower
their readers to engage deeply with their work. Consistent application and a
commitment to accuracy are key to mastering this essential aspect of academic
communication.












Q: What is the primary purpose of using Chicago
style endnotes in scholarly writing?

A: The primary purpose of using Chicago style endnotes in scholarly writing
is to acknowledge the sources of information, ideas, and direct quotations
used in the text, thereby giving credit to the original authors and
preventing plagiarism. They also allow readers to easily locate and verify
the sources cited.

Q: How does the first citation of a book differ from
subsequent citations in Chicago style endnotes?

A: The first citation of a book in Chicago style endnotes is comprehensive,
including the author's full name, the full title of the book (italicized),
the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication.
Subsequent citations are significantly shortened, typically including only
the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the specific
page number(s).

Q: Are there specific rules for citing online
sources like websites in Chicago style endnotes?

A: Yes, Chicago style endnotes for online sources require careful attention
to detail. You typically need to provide the author (if known), the title of
the specific page or article, the name of the website, the date of
publication or last modification, and a stable URL or DOI. The date of access
is also often included.

Q: What is the correct way to format the title of a
journal article versus the title of the journal in a
Chicago style endnote?

A: In Chicago style endnotes, the title of a journal article is enclosed in
quotation marks, while the title of the journal in which the article appears
is italicized.

Q: What is a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) and why
is it important for online journal articles in
Chicago style?

A: A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a persistent, unique identifier for
digital objects, especially academic articles. It's important because it
provides a stable link to the article, even if the URL changes. When
available, a DOI is preferred over a URL in Chicago style endnotes for online



journal articles.

Q: How should a chapter from an edited book be cited
in Chicago style endnotes?

A: To cite a chapter from an edited book, you must include the author of the
chapter, the title of the chapter (in quotation marks), the title of the book
(italicized), the editor(s) of the book, the place of publication, the
publisher, the year of publication, and the page range of the chapter.

Q: What are common punctuation errors to avoid when
creating Chicago style endnotes?

A: Common punctuation errors include the incorrect use of commas and periods,
especially at the end of elements and between different pieces of
information. It's crucial to follow the specific punctuation conventions
outlined in the Chicago Manual of Style for each component of the citation.

Q: Can I use a shortened format for citing an entire
book in subsequent endnotes if I've already cited it
once?

A: Yes, for subsequent citations of a book within the same document, you
should use a shortened format. This typically includes the author's last
name, a shortened title of the book, and the relevant page number. The full
bibliographic information is reserved for the first mention.
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